
WHAT HAPPENS AFTER DEATH? #1
Intro.

A. In this lesson we shall attempt to answer the question, "What happens after death?"
1. This question has plagued man from the dawn of creation.

a. “Science is opposed to theological dogmas because science is founded on fact. To me, the
universe is simply a great machine which never came into being and never will end. The
human being is no exception to the natural order. Man, like the universe, is a machine.
Nothing enters our minds or determines our actions which is not directly or indirectly a
response to stimuli beating upon our sense organs from without. Owing to the similarity of
our construction and the sameness of our environment, we respond in like manner to similar
stimuli, and from the concordance of our reactions, understanding is born. In the course of
ages, mechanisms of infinite complexity are developed, but what we call 'soul' or 'spirit,' is
nothing more than the sum of the functionings of the body. When this functioning ceases, the
'soul' or the 'spirit' ceases likewise. I expressed these ideas long before the behaviorists, led
by Pavlov in Russia and by Watson in the United States, proclaimed their new psychology.
This apparently mechanistic conception is not antagonistic to an ethical conception of life.” -
- Nikola Tesla, Inventions, Researches and Writings of Nikola Tesla

b. “... When you died, you were supposed to live on in the memories of others. That's what I'd
always been told. Didn't matter what you believed, which religion you subscribed to, what
god you worshipped. The simple fact was that none of us knew what lay beyond. Immortality
and eternal life? The only sure shot at that was the memories of those you left behind - your
friends and family...” - - Brian Keene, Dead Sea

c. “... but where do we go?"(Elinor) - "I used to think there was a plan, a rough plan, but a plan
all the same," the doctor admitted. "Now, I believe there are a thousand plans. Every breath,
every decision, influences the plan, expands it, shortens it, twists it all around. It's always
changing. Those of us lucky enough to make it through the multitude of possible diseases and
accidents get old. We get tired. We close our eyes." "And then? Where are we then?"
(1) Silly to ask him as though he knew, but in fact the doctor didn't hesitate. He took Elinor's

hand and placed it on his chest, in the place where he knew his heart to be.
(2) "There." - Elinor smiled and thought at last. At last someone had told her the truth.” - -

Alice Hoffman, The Probable Future
(a) Quotes from ---- https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/tag/life-after-death

d. A 1000 or more quotes just like this can be quoted ---- but sad as it is these men and women
have all had the very source of answers {the Bible} but have rejected the very notion of its
contents.

2. People of all ages and races have sought its answer - and yet it is right before our eyes - all we
need to do is drown out the noise of men and listen to the VOICE OF GOD on the subject.

B. The Old Testament did not provide the answer; it revealed very little about it.
1. The ancient Greek philosophers had miserably failed in trying to give a satisfactory answer.

a. This was the reason many of the Gentiles readily accepted the gospel in the first century.
b. For the first time they had something that truly had the answers.

C. 2 Tim. 1:10 -- Thus, through Jesus Christ and His gospel we can answer our question.
1. 2 Timothy 1:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor

of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of
God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began,
10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished
death and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel,
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2. There are three realm’s in which the SPIRIT lives:
a. The 1st is the Physical Realm - the World in which we live - it is here that the choices we

make - alter and determine the very course and nature of the following two realms.
b. The 2nd Realm - The Spirits go the Hades (The Unseen World)
c. And lastly = the Realm that IS ETERNAL.

3. ONLY in the first realm can we change our status - once we breath our LAST BREATH and our
heart stops beating - that very moment - we enter into the realms of the UNCHANGEABLE.

II. One Second after Our Last Breath - THE SPIRIT GOES INTO HADES.
A. Luke 16:19-31 reveals much about what happens after death - the great equalizer.

1. Luke 16:19–31 (NKJV) — 19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine
linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full
of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich
man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

2. Some say that this is only a parable.
a. I do not agree, but even if it was a parable, it does not change the facts in the passage.
b. Parables always deal with the realistic--with things that can and do actually occur.

(1) For example, in Luke 8:4-15 Jesus began his lesson by saying, "A sower went out to sow
his seed..."  This is a realistic occurrence.

(2) Luke 8:4–15 (NKJV) — 4 And when a great multitude had gathered, and they had come
to Him from every city, He spoke by a parable: 5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And
as he sowed, some fell by the wayside; and it was trampled down, and the birds of the air
devoured it. 6 Some fell on rock; and as soon as it sprang up, it withered away because
it lacked moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns sprang up with it and
choked it. 8 But others fell on good ground, sprang up, and yielded a crop a
hundredfold.” When He had said these things He cried, “He who has ears to hear, let him
hear!” 9 Then His disciples asked Him, saying, “What does this parable mean?” 10 And
He said, “To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to
the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not
understand.’ 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those by the
wayside are the ones who hear; then the devil comes and takes away the word out of their
hearts, lest they should believe and be saved. 13 But the ones on the rock are those who,
when they hear, receive the word with joy; and these have no root, who believe for a
while and in time of temptation fall away. 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are
those who, when they have heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures
of life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 15 But the ones that fell on the good ground are
those who, having heard the word with a noble and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with
patience.

3. Verse 22 of Luke 16 reveals that a part of man is carried away at the point of death.  This is the
unseen part of man that the bible refers to as our SOUL or SPIRIT.   The part of man that was
created in the very image of GOD - cf. Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) — 26 Then God said, “Let Us
make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing
that creeps on the earth.”
a. God does not have “flesh and bones” but is a SPIRIT BEING - cf Luke 24:38

(1) Luke 24:39 (NKJV) — 39 Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”

(2) This part of man is carried away by the angels at death for the righteous! - nothing is said
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about the unrighteous and disobedient souls and angels!
b. It is not the body for the body is buried or cremated or dissolved here on earth.

(1) Eccl. 12:7 -- Thus, our spirits return to God when we die.
(a) Ecclesiastes 12:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then the dust will return to the earth as it was, And

the spirit will return to God who gave it.
i) The chemical compounds of man is said to be only $ 3.75 in value if you sold

them all separately.
(b) It is for this very reason (dust thou art) - that we need to pay attention to our PH

levels for good health while we live.
(2) Psalm 90:10 teaches that there is a part of man that flies away at death.

(a) Psalm 90:10 (NKJV) — 10 The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by reason
of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is
soon cut off, and we fly away.

(3) Gen. 35:18-19 and 1 Kings 17:21-22 reveal that the soul departs when one dies.
(a) Genesis 35:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 And so it was, as her soul was departing (for she

died), that she called his name Ben-Oni; but his father called him Benjamin. 19 So
Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).

(b) 1 Kings 17:21–22 (NKJV) — 21 And he stretched himself out on the child three
times, and cried out to the LORD and said, “O LORD my God, I pray, let this child’s
soul come back to him.” 22 Then the LORD heard the voice of Elijah; and the soul
of the child came back to him, and he revived.

(4) James 2:26
(a) James 2:26 (NKJV) — 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without

works is dead also.
(5) It is plainly revealed, therefore, that after death our spirits or souls are carried back to

God.
4. Verses 23-25 of Luke 16 reveal that after death man is conscious and rational.---- 23 And being

in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But
Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 
a. Verses 22b-23 -- Thus, the rich man could see after he had died.
b. Verse 24 -- Therefore, the rich man could speak and feel after death.
c. Verse 25 -- Thus, after death he could remember.  

(1) In verses 27-31, he remembered his five brothers back here on earth. ---- 27 "Then he
said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 28 for
I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of
torment.' 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them.' 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they
will repent.' 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither
will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.' "

(2) It is interesting to me that the Lord does not speak of the righteous in this way.
(a) Note Abraham’s response - and nothing is said of Lazarus after establishing that he

is in the bosom of Abraham.
(b) Regret and sorrow, grief and pain are not a part of the righteous in Paradise.

d. We must conclude, therefore, that man does not cease existence after death, but is conscious
and rational.
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5. Verses 22-26 reveal the places to which the good and the wicked go when they die. ---- 22 So
it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also
died and was buried. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so
that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.'
a. They are much different from back here on earth.
b. Verse 22 -- "Abraham's bosom" is described as a place of comfort in verse 25.

(1) In Matt. 22:31-32, Jesus showed that Abraham existed after death.
(a) Matthew 22:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have

you not read what was spoken to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the
living.”

(2) Jesus was showing the error of the Sadducees who profess that "there is no resurrection,
neither angel, nor spirit."  Acts 23:8
(a) Acts 23:8 (NKJV) — 8 For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and no

angel or spirit; but the Pharisees confess both.
(3) His argument was built on the tense of the verb.

(a) If Abraham had no existence after death, God should have said, "I was the God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob," but since God said, "I am..." it showed that Abraham
still had conscious existence.

(4) Since Abraham was truly a righteous man, we can understand why he (Lazarus) is
connected with the place of comfort--a place called "Abraham's bosom."

c. The place of comfort is also called "Paradise."
(1) Jesus said to the thief on the cross -- Luke 23:43.

(a) Luke 23:43 (NKJV) — 43 And Jesus said to him, “Assuredly, I say to you, today
you will be with Me in Paradise.”

(2) Thus, both Jesus and the thief on that very day would be a place called "paradise."
(3) Acts 2:27-31 reveals that the place where Jesus went is also called "hades."

(a) Acts 2:27–31 (NKJV) — 27 For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You
allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 28 You have made known to me the ways
of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 29 “Men and brethren, let me
speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his
tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had
sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He
would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning
the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh
see corruption.

(b) The word for "hell" in verses 27 and 31 in the original is "hades."
(c) Some become confused on this subject because the words, "hades," "gehenna," and

"tartarus" are all translated by the single term "hell" in the King James Version.
(4) These words should be distinguished.  "Gehenna" always refers to the place of eternal

punishment, "hades" to the intermediate state, and "tartarus" to that part of hades where
the wicked are during the intermediate state.

d. Jesus did not go into the eternal place of punishment when He died, but into "paradise," a
place of comfort in hades.
(1) His soul did not stay in that place because it was reunited with His body.

i) This has led to some false ideas with regards to cremation - that a physical body
is needed for the final day of resurrection.

ii) I was shocked to hear that from some very well known preachers here, and even
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from my father-in-law David Riggs.
(2) Furthermore, Jesus did not go into heaven when he died. ---- this was to occur 40 days

later during the Ascension.   This has also led some to believe that the souls of man
linger in this obscure realm for 40 days before departing earth - that they can see and hear
and smell everything that is going on here on earth.   
(a) After he was raised, He said to Mary Magdelene, "Touch me not; for I am not yet

ascended to my Father..."  John 20:17
i) This shows that paradise is not heaven, and the righteous dead do not go directly

to heaven as many believe and teach today.
(b) It is interesting to note that the concept of time does not exist in this world - as it does

in our world today.
i) How long has Abraham being dead before Lazarus arrives?
ii) How long is it before our loved ones, if they are in Paradise before we are

reunited?
iii) We are governed by times and seasons and physical limitations - we age here but

do we age there?
e. There is also a place of torment in hades.  See Luke 16:22-25 once again.

(1) The word for "hell" (vs. 23 KJV) in the original is not "gehenna" (the eternal place of
punishment), but "hades" (the temporary place where spirits await the judgment).

(2) It is distinctly opposite to that which we see in Paradise.
f. 2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down

to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; - - Here the
word for hell is "tartarus," the only place it is found in the N.T.
(1) The American Standard Version renders 2 Pet. 2:9, "The Lord knoweth how to...keep

the unrighteous under punishment unto the day of judgment..."
(2) Jude, speaking of the wicked angels, said -- Jude 6.

(a) Jude 6 (NKJV) — 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but left
their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the
judgment of the great day;

(3) In 1 Pet. 3:19-20, Peter spoke of those who were disobedient in the days of Noah as their
spirits being in prison.
(a) 1 Peter 3:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 by whom also He went and preached to the spirits in

prison, 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering
waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that
is, eight souls, were saved through water.

(b) The conditions here in this place are not a pleasant place because of the rich man’s
request ---- “just a drop of water....”

a) Can you imagine just for a minute - that a single drop would bring relief -
what type of condition the soul here must be in!

(4) Thus, we must conclude that there is not only a place of comfort in hades, but also a
place of torment where the spirits of the wicked are in prison and are kept under
punishment to await the judgment.

g. The third area in this realm noted in Verse 26 of Luke 16 reveals that there is a great gulf
fixed between the two places.
(1) Just as in this world - a great gulf exist between the righteous and the unrighteous ----
(2) 2 Corinthians 6:14 (NKJV) — 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.

For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness?

Page 5 of  8



(a) The righteous should never want to switch places.
(b) The unrighteous are given that opportunity to become righteous
(c) .

(3) But - unlike here on earth where every opportunity is available to change who we are and
what we stand for and believe - in this realm of the unseen - this GREAT GULF can not
be crossed and the opportunity to change the status of ones souls state is forever sealed.
(a) Yes, one second after death you will either REGRET the choices you have made or

you will BE HAPPY that you made the RIGHT CHOICE.
(b) NO SECOND CHANCES.

(4) CHRIST, will not give ETERNAL LIFE to anyone who has not prepared to be there.
6. In summary to this first portion of our study of "What happens after death?", we answer:

a. When a righteous person dies, his soul or spirit is carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom
in hades, a place of comfort, paradise.

b. When a wicked person dies, his spirit is placed in prison in hades, a place of torment, where
he is reserved in punishment until the day of judgment.

c. There is no passing or moving back and forth from the two places.
B. SO, some might ask the very next question - WHAT ARE THE SOULS of the RIGHTEOUS who

have gone on before doing in PARADISE?
1. We are not told - except that they are WAITING!
2. Yes, and for some it no doubt might be considered a long wait.

a. Mention here - going to a really fancy restaurant, and being told you have a 2 hour wait - how
many will stick around?

b. Abraham has here..... and so have the righteous who have gone on before.
c. You do realize that it has been almost 2000 years since Jesus spoke these words - RIGHT!

C. WHAT ARE THEY WAITING FOR ......
1. What we all are waiting for ..... 

III. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST.
A. The spirits which have passed from this life into hades will in their respective places await the

second coming of Christ.
1. The second coming marks the end of all things on this earth.  2 Pet. 3:10

a. 2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.

B. At the second coming, Christ will bring the spirits of the righteous dead with him.  1 Thess. 4:13-14
1. 1 Thessalonians 4:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if
we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus.

2. Please notice that Paul said, "...Them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him."
3. This could only refer to the souls of the righteous dead.

a. They will be brought out of the place of comfort in hades and will return with the Lord.
b. Their bodies which they had previously occupied while here on earth will be raised.

C. Paul continues -- 1 Thessalonians 4:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 For this we say to you by the word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those
who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.
1. Thus, Paul reveals a definite order of events.
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a. The righteous who are living when the Lord comes will not go before those who have already
died, for "the dead in Christ shall rise first" (vs. 16; 1 Cor. 15:22-23).

b. 1 Corinthians 15:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are
Christ’s at His coming.

2. Paul proceeds to show what will happen after the dead in Christ have been raised.  1 Thess. 4:17
a. 1 Thessalonians 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up

together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be
with the Lord.

b. The old humorous adage, "You'll not get out of this world alive" is not necessarily true.
3. There are several other passages which reveal that the bodies of the righteous will be changed

at the second coming of Christ.  Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:52-53; 1 John 3:2
a. Philippians 3:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also

eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body that
it may be conformed to His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able
even to subdue all things to Himself.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:52–53 (NKJV) — 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality.

c. 1 John 3:2 (NKJV) — 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for
we shall see Him as He is.

D. At the second coming, the bodies of the wicked will be raised.
1. Acts 24:15 plainly reveals that there will be a resurrection of BOTH the just and the unjust.

a. Acts 24:15 (NKJV) — 15 I have hope in God, which they themselves also accept, that there
will be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and the unjust.

2. At that time the wicked will receive the resurrection of damnation.  John 5:28-29
a. John 5:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who

are in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

E. 2 Thess 1:7-9 shows what will happen to the wicked who are alive on this earth when the Lord
comes.
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,

IV. IN Concl.
A. What happens after death?

1. When a righteous person dies, he goes into a place of comfort and awaits the second coming of
Christ at which time he will come back with the Lord and his body will be raised incorruptible.
a. The righteous who are living when the Lord comes will then also be changed.

2. When a wicked person dies, he goes into a place of torment and awaits the second coming of
Christ at which time he will have the resurrection of damnation.
a. The wicked who are living when the Lord comes will also at that time receive everlasting

punishment.
B. In our next lesson, we will continue our study on "What happens after death?"
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1. The TEMPORARY is NOW GONE - the ETERNAL REALM is ushered in.
C. The simple question you need to ask yourself this morning is this - ONE SECOND after you breath

your LAST - will it be....
1. REGRET
2. Or JOY?

D. You can start today, this very moment to CHANGE the FEAR of ETERNAL HELL to the JOY of
ETERNAL REST by simply coming forward in complete obedience to the commands of Christ.
1. Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” Amen.

2. Picked in your heart because of the conviction of your sin - Acts 2:36–39 (NKJV) — 36
“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter
said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you
and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

3. Won’t you come today and DELAY NO LONGER!
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