
WHY ARE WE HAVING A GOSPEL MEETING? - the WHY, and WHAT’s
Intro.

A. Our Gospel Meeting with Kenny Fields is now just two weeks away.
B. Let's ask and answer a few questions about Gospel Meetings.

1. We have some New converts and various visitors who may not know why the congregation here
in Winter Park has decided to hold this gospel meeting.

2. Hopefully by the end of this lesson it will answer many questions you may have thought about,
as well as help us to make our Meeting be a successful one.

C. In our modern society we are stressed out in so many ways - and are so busy with the things of life -
WHY - add to it by this meeting?

II. WHY HAVE A GOSPEL MEETING? 
A. First, let's look at the  negative side. What are some wrong purposes for having a Gospel Meeting?

The purpose of a Gospel Meeting is not: 
1. To raise funds or to promote some institution.

a. We won't be begging for donations from outsiders. We will not be promoting some human
institution, such as a Bible school or a benevolent society.

b. I have been to various meetings of different denominations - where the speaker or the leaders
urged us to donate to a college/school or even buy a book he was trying to sell.  
(1) Went to Meetings where collections were taken up each night - in fact went to one once

where the basket was passed around 3 or 4 times during the service.
(a) That made me feel extremely uncomfortable - because not being a member of that

group I could not in all good conscience contribute to what they were doing.
(2) The church obtains it funds by free-will offerings on the first day of the week.

(a) 1 Corinthians 16:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as
I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day
of the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper,
that there be no collections when I come. 3 And when I come, whomever you
approve by your letters I will send to bear your gift to Jerusalem. 4 But if it is fitting
that I go also, they will go with me.

(b) 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) — 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
i)  These the only passage in the N.T. on how and when a collection is to be made.
ii) Notice the 5 “P”’s in giving:

a) PERIODIC - 1st Day
b) PLANNED - “let each one lay aside”
c) PROSPER - “ ”based on God’s blessings”
d) PURPOSE - “for the saints”
e) PREVENTATIVE - “be no collections when I come”

(3) We also partake of the Lord's Supper on the first day of the week. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) —
7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread,
Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.
(a) Some denominational churches take up collections each time they meet, but partake

of the Lord's Supper only quarterly. 
(b) Why do you think that is so?

2. To arouse emotions or to create excitement.
a. There will be no highly sensational or emotional type preaching.
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b. There will be no speaking in tongues or thrilling personal testimonials.
c. Christianity is basically a religion that appeals to the intellect, not the emotions. John 6:45

(NKJV) — 45 It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be taught by God.’ Therefore
everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me.
(1) It is true that emotions can be stirred as result of the preaching, but it is only a byproduct,

not the primary purpose.
3. To entertain or to feast on physical food.

a. We will have no professional singers, musicians, or clowns.
b. We will serve no meals or refreshments. Rom. 14:17; 1 Cor.11:34

(1) Romans 14:17 (NKJV) — 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.
(a) 1 Corinthians 11:34 (NKJV) — 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest

you come together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.
(2) I once went to a so-called "Conservative Christian Church" which took a break in the

middle of the services and served refreshments.
(a) I remember the announcement - we need a break from God’s Word - coffee and

donuts are in the back....
c. We will only feast on the spiritual food, the Bread of Life, the Word of God.- 2 Timothy

4:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready
in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
(1) You will leave filled IF YOU bring something to the table - and empty bucket at least is

brought to be filled up.
4. To amuse or to amaze.

a. We will use no tricks or gimmicks, to amuse or amaze people.
b. We have no fantastic feats or claims of miraculous healing. 
c. There will be no personal counseling workshops to help people overcome their personal

problems.
d. The Word of God will be preached in the spirit of Ephesians 4:11-16 and it will be left up

to each individual to make personal application as the need may be.
(1) Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some

prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come
to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men,
in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body,
joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working
by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in
love.

5. Not to embarrass or to scare.
a. No one will be walking around the audience asking people if they are saved. No one will be

asked to raise their hand, stand up, or in any way be identified before the audience.
b. There will be no frightening stories to scare people into some kind of commitment.

(1) I went to a revival of a denomination where during this one service the preacher got very
excited and ran and leaped over the pulpit stand, started down the aisle yelling and
shouting ---- “GUIDE ME LORD.... GUIDE ME LORD...”
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(2) He had restarted his sermon 2 different times and an hour and 40 minutes later he still
had no clue as to what he was going to say or what point he had being trying to make.
(a) At the end of the nearly 3 hour service - the individual who invited us - introduced

me as ...."this is the preacher I was telling you about..." - he would not even shake my
hand as he turned away.

(b) He must have seen the disgust in my eyes and demeanor I'm sure.  
(3) One of the most frightening experiences I had was with my Aunt Irene - we went to a

revival and the preacher shouted at the people most of the time - but at one point he sad -
“be baptized with the Holy Ghost” and people started falling down - metal fold up chairs
screeching against the concrete floors as they fell, and they started convulsing on the
ground - I was dead afraid because I was still very young and had never seen anything
like that before in my life.

c. We will do all things decently and in order. 1 Cor. 14:33,40
(1) 1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV) — 33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace,

as in all the churches of the saints.
(2) 1 Corinthians 14:40 (NKJV) — 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

B. For the sake of custom or tradition. - not all customs or traditions are wrong!
1. We are not having the Meeting because it has been the tradition of the fathers. Matthew 15:9

(NKJV) — 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”
a. I have worked with congregations who must have a Gospel meeting every Spring and every

fall - this was foreign to me when I first worked with the Spruce Pine congregation back in
1988.

b. I asked them why they were doing it - I just at first got a blank stare.
2. We will do whatever is Scriptural, whether our fathers have so done or not.

III. WHAT, THEN, ARE THE REAL REASONS (the positive reasons) FOR HAVING A GOSPEL
MEETING?
A. To teach the Word of God not the doctrines and commandments of men. This must always be the

True purpose for a Gospel Meeting and for every other time we are assemble together: 
1. It is a special teaching effort (outside of our regular meeting times) sponsored by the this

congregation. 1 Tim. 3:15
a. 1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you

ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.

2. Anytime the Word of God is preached, it will accomplish much good. Isa. 55:10-11; Heb. 4:12
a. Isaiah 55:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven,

And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may
give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from
My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

b. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

B. To worship God in spirit and in truth.
1. Our Creator seeks true worshipers. John 4:23-24

a. John 4:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

Page 3 of  6



2. We will joyfully sing praises to His name. Psalm 63:5; Heb. 13:15
a. Psalm 63:5 (NKJV) — 5 My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness, And my

mouth shall praise You with joyful lips.
b. Hebrews 13:15 (NKJV) — 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of

praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name.
C. To exalt the Lord, Jesus Christ.

1. We have a wonderful Savior who is the Sovereign Lord and King of all. 1 Tim. 6:14-16; Rev.
1:12-18
a. 1 Timothy 6:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 that you keep this commandment without spot, blameless

until our Lord Jesus Christ’s appearing, 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who
is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 16 who alone has
immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see, to whom
be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

b. Revelation 1:12–18 (NKJV) — 12 Then I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And
having turned I saw seven golden lampstands, 13 and in the midst of the seven lampstands
One like the Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet and girded about the chest
with a golden band. 14 His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His
eyes like a flame of fire; 15 His feet were like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His
voice as the sound of many waters; 16 He had in His right hand seven stars, out of His mouth
went a sharp two-edged sword, and His countenance was like the sun shining in its strength.
17 And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as dead. But He laid His right hand on me, saying
to me, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. 18 I am He who lives, and was dead,
and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.

2. We want to, once again, experience the gracious blessings which flow from our relationship to
the Lord. 1 Pet. 2:3
a. 1 Peter 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

D. To lead lost souls to Christ.
1. Many are in sin and don't know it. The Word will convict people of sin. John 16:8

a. John 16:8 (NKJV) — 8 And when He has come, He will convict the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:

2. By the Word we are taught to deny ungodliness and worldly lusts. Titus 2:11-12
a. Titus 2:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all

men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age,

3. Through the Meeting, sinners will be encouraged to come to Christ for cleansing. "There is a
fountain filled with blood Drawn from Immanuel's veins; And sinners plunged beneath that
flood, Lose all their guilty stains."

E. To edify and encourage the saints.
1. We all need to be revived from time to time; thus, the old term for a Meeting was "Revival."
2. There are many pressing things which demand our attention and time; however, we want to take

a break from it all and study the Word of God.
3. There are many temptations and hardships that we must face from day to day. 1 Pet. 5:8 

a. 1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.

4. Our Meeting will build us up, encourage, and fortify us in these. Acts 20:32; Psalm 119:92
a. Acts 20:32 (NKJV) — 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His

grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.
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b. Psalm 119:92 (NKJV) — 92 Unless Your law had been my delight, I would then have
perished in my affliction.

F. To provide a spiritual feast for all to enjoy.
1. Isaiah 55:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have

no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without price.
2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages for what does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul delight itself in abundance. 3
Incline your ear, and come to Me. Hear, and your soul shall live; And I will make an everlasting
covenant with you— The sure mercies of David.

2. Our meeting will provide spiritual nourishment for our souls. Let us rejoice in it. Psalm 119:111
a. Psalm 119:111 (NKJV) — 111 Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage forever, For they

are the rejoicing of my heart.

IV. WHAT CAN I DO TO MAKE OUR MEETING SUCCESSFUL? - the attitudes that are pleasing
to God.

A. Attend every service myself.
1. First of all, I need to determine to attend every service myself. Heb. 10:25

a. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) — 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

2. Everyone needs strength and encouragement. Let's take advantage of a golden opportunity.
B. Invite my friends and acquaintances.

1. Why should I be a personal worker? 
a. Because it is commanded. 
b. To build up the church. 
c. To strengthen myself. 
d. To follow Christ. 
e. To save souls. 
f. To be like the early church. 2 Tim. 2:2; Prov. 11:30

(1) 2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
(a) Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV) — 30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who

wins souls is wise.
C. Bring someone if possible.

1. Bring a relative, friend or neighbor.
2. More have probably been converted in this way than any other.

D. Welcome all visitors.
1. Make them feel welcome.  
2. Show hospitality. Romans 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to

hospitality.
3. Demonstrate a genuine interest. Philippians 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 Let each of you look out not only

for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
E. Join heartily in the singing. Sing enthusiastically. Psalm 100:1 (NKJV) — 1 Make a joyful shout

to the LORD, all you lands!
1. Sing heartily to the Lord. Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16

a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

b. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
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teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

F. Pay attention.
1. We attend all services, not only from a sense of duty, but because of the good we obtain.
2. We will get out of it what we put into it. When we listen intently and earnestly, it will benefit us

tremendously.    
a. Jesus often said, "He that hath an ear to hear, let him hear."
b. In other words, "Listen carefully; pay attention; strive to understand; for these things are

vitally important."
G. Come early if possible.

1. Those who run in at the very last minute, or a few minutes late, are not showing enthusiasm
toward the kingdom of God.

2. Let us demonstrate zeal and enthusiasm. Show that we are happy to be here.
3. Be consumed with zeal for the Lord. John 2:17 (NKJV) — 17 Then His disciples remembered

that it was written, “Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up.”
a. David mentioned this of himself as well. Psalm 69:9 (NKJV) — 9 Because zeal for Your

house has eaten me up, And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me.
H. Pray for the Meeting.

1. Pray for the visiting preacher, for the song leaders, for the lost to come to obedience, for the
saints. Eph. 6:18-20
a. Ephesians 6:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the

Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—19
and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make
known the mystery of the gospel, 20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may
speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

2. Pray that the church might be benefitted from the Meeting.
3. Pray that the Word of God might have free course in the hearts of all. 2 Thess. 3:1

a. 2 Thessalonians 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord
may run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you,

I. In MANY WAYS THIS IS WHAT SHOULD BE DONE AT EVERY ONE OF OUR SERVICES -
not just Gospel meetings.

V. In Conclusion: 
A. Let all of us work as though the success of the Meeting depended on us, because it does.
B. The Meeting will be successful and pleasing to God if all of us do our part.

- Original Ideas By my Father-in-Law David J. Riggs - reworked as my Own
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