
“WHY DO YE SUCH THINGS?” -  I Samuel 2:23
Introduction:

A. Is it not sad that we today are often doomed to repeat the mistakes of the past - because we just
refuse to learn from History.
1. Napoleon was defeated by the Russians when he tried to conquer them in winter, Hitler make

the same mistake in World War 2 - as winter set in, the supply trains for the swift moving forces
could not keep up, the Russians used the same tactic as before - “Scorched Earth policy” - to
defeat the Nazis.

2. We must remember that history is a good teacher or a cruel teacher.
a. Job 14:1 - “Man is of few days and full of trouble”

3. Is it not sad that very often when we are faced with the consequence of our decisions “here in this
graphic a broken leg” - we often stop to ask this question of ourselves - “John, why on earth do
you do such things? — followed by the statement - “You know better...”
a. It is obvious from the question that we know better - and went ahead and did it anyhow.
b. It is obvious that we will either learn from our mistakes, and the mistakes of others or else

we will be doomed to repeat them over and over again - and still ask the question WHY...?
B. The question that is set before us today account is set during the time period of the Judges.----1

Samuel 2:23 (NKJV) — 23 So he said to them, “Why do you do such things? For I hear of your evil
dealings from all the people.
1. This period has been called the “Dark Ages” of Hebrew history.
2. The five fold cycle is seen over and over again - that they did not learn from their own history:

a. “Again they did evil in the sight of God.”
b. “God raised up an oppressor”
c. “The people cried out to God”
d. “God raised up a deliverer”
e. “The Land had rest...... years”

3. Many may have Asked?
a. “What have we done to deserve this?”
b. “Why did God let this happen?”
c. “Why are we being punished?”

4. And Yet Seldom did they or do we today ask:
a. “Why Am I Doing SUCH THINGS?”
b. This involves an inward and outward examination.

C. The problem is very clearly seen and stated - as “Every man was doing that which was right in his
own eyes” (Judges 21:25; Prov. 14:12; Jer. 10:23).
1. Judges 21:25 (NKJV) — 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was

right in his own eyes.
2. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way

of death.
3. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in

man who walks to direct his own steps.
D. God's people were a fluctuating people which accounted for the Judges.

1. As Elijah asked on Mt Carmel ---- 1 Kings 18:21 - “How long will you falter between ....”
2. Joshua made a similar statement when he said —Joshua 24:15 -  “Choose you this day whom

you will serve”
3. Are we a fluctuating people today?

a. When we look at our service to God?
b. When we look at our Loyalty to His Kingdom and His Brethren?
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E. They only used God when they needed him.
1. Much the same today ---- “I’m going to disobey God and do what is right in my own sight - but

when I get into trouble ---- “Please pray for me”.
2. How, is God going to answer that prayer, I ask?

F. Even the priests (these were the religious leaders of their day and time) were not obeying God.
1. The people were talking about the priest's sins.
2. There were sinning openly.

G. In this troubled environment, Eli reaches a state of frustration and ask, Why? 
1. “Why do ye such things?” - 1 Sam 2:23
2. There are many Valuable lessons and applications from this account in history – that we today

can learn from, so that we are not doomed to repeat the same mistakes.
3. LET US NOW BEGIN OUR STUDY…. 

II. DISCUSSION: WHY DO YE SUCH THINGS FROM AN INTROVERTED VIEW?
A. Firstly we must note the real focus of this study:

1. Why - What is the REAL reason for the problems we face?
a. Me/You/Us - We all face problems – nothing new under the sun!
b. Lord - Instead of blaming God - we should trust Him as we noted last week - He WILL help!

(1) The Blame is not on God’s but ourselves. 
2. The REAL REASON THAT PROBLEMS EXIST and why we find ourselves in various

situations of life is:
a. The Free will of man - If man can make choices, then he can make wrong choices . . . 

(1) Choice means there are consequences – 
(2) Some choices bring grief and suffering.

b. And sometimes is just simply because we have stood for the Cause of Christ - (1 Peter 4:16;
Hebrews 12:5ff; 2 Timothy 3:12).
(1)

B. Now back to our text - Eli should have examined himself first (Gal. 6:1; Matt. 7:3; II Cor. 13:5).
1. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual

restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
2. Matthew 7:3 (NKJV) — 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not

consider the plank in your own eye?
3. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

C. He was guilty of not restraining his children (I Sam. 2:29; 3:13).
1. 1 Samuel 2:29 (NKJV) — 29 Why do you kick at My sacrifice and My offering which I have

commanded in My dwelling place, and honor your sons more than Me, to make yourselves fat
with the best of all the offerings of Israel My people?’

2. 1 Samuel 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 For I have told him that I will judge his house forever for the
iniquity which he knows, because his sons made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them.

D. He had put his children above the commandments of God (Matt. 10:37).
1. Matthew 10:37 (NKJV) — 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of

Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
a. He had done a fine job with Samuel but failed to properly guide his own children.

2. His passiveness with his sons led to his grief in his old age (Prov. 23:13; 22:6).
a. Proverbs 23:13 (NKJV) — 13 Do not withhold correction from a child, For if you beat him

with a rod, he will not die.

Page 2 of  5



b. Proverbs 22:6 (NKJV) — 6 Train up a child in the way he should go, And when he is old
he will not depart from it.

3. He was inclined to look the other way when his family or love ones sinned.
E. He became frustrated at the age of ninety-eight (I Sam. 4:15; Gal. 6:6-7).

1. 1 Samuel 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he
could not see.

2. Galatians 6:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 Let him who is taught the word share in all good things with him
who teaches. 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he will
also reap.

F. We are doomed to the same failure of Eli IF we don’t wake up and learn from the mistakes of others.

III. WHY DO YE SUCH THINGS FROM AN EXTROVERTED VIEW OF HIS SONS?
A. Hophni and Phinehas were responsible for their own sins (Ezek. 18:20; II Cor. 5:10).

1. Ezekiel 18:20 (NKJV) — 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of the
father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon
himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad.

B. There are limitations on what parents can do (Prov. 30:17).
1. Proverbs 30:17 (NKJV) — 17 The eye that mocks his father, And scorns obedience to his

mother, The ravens of the valley will pick it out, And the young eagles will eat it.
C. They were called “Sons of Belial” (KJV) -.1 Samuel 2:12–17 (NKJV) — 12 Now the sons of Eli

were corrupt; they did not know the LORD.
1. They were serving but they were not serving the Lord.
2. They received just compensation but they were not satisfied (I Sam. 2:13-14).

a. 13 And the priests’ custom with the people was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the
priest’s servant would come with a three-pronged fleshhook in his hand while the meat was
boiling. 14 Then he would thrust it into the pan, or kettle, or caldron, or pot; and the priest
would take for himself all that the fleshhook brought up. So they did in Shiloh to all the
Israelites who came there. 

3. They believed in might makes right (I Sam. 2:15-16).
a. 15 Also, before they burned the fat, the priest's servant would come and say to the man who

sacrificed, "Give meat for roasting to the priest, for he will not take boiled meat from you,
but raw." 16 And if the man said to him, "They should really burn the fat first; then you may
take as much as your heart desires," he would then answer him, "No, but you must give it
now; and if not, I will take it by force." 

4. They sinned before God and caused others to sin (I Sam. 2:17,24).
a. 17 Therefore the sin of the young men was very great before the LORD, for men abhorred

the offering of the LORD.
b. 1 Samuel 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 No, my sons! For it is not a good report that I hear. You make

the LORD’s people transgress.
D. They failed to observe the influence they had on others (Prov. 22:1; I Tim. 4:12; Matt. 5:16).

1. Proverbs 22:1 (NKJV) — 1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor
rather than silver and gold.

2. 1 Timothy 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the believers
in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

3. Matthew 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
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works and glorify your Father in heaven.

IV. THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR (Father and Sons) ACTIONS.
A. Eli's house was cut off (I Sam. 2:30-31).

1. 1 Samuel 2:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 Therefore the LORD God of Israel says: ‘I said indeed that
your house and the house of your father would walk before Me forever.’ But now the LORD
says: ‘Far be it from Me; for those who honor Me I will honor, and those who despise Me shall
be lightly esteemed. 31 Behold, the days are coming that I will cut off your arm and the arm of
your father’s house, so that there will not be an old man in your house.

B. Hophni and Phinehas were killed in battle by the Philistines.
C. The Ark of the covenant was taken (I Sam. 4:10-18).

1. 1 Samuel 4:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and every
man fled to his tent. There was a very great slaughter, and there fell of Israel thirty thousand foot
soldiers. 11 Also the ark of God was captured; and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
died. 12 Then a man of Benjamin ran from the battle line the same day, and came to Shiloh with
his clothes torn and dirt on his head. 13 Now when he came, there was Eli, sitting on a seat by
the wayside watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came into
the city and told it, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the noise of the outcry, he said,
“What does the sound of this tumult mean?” And the man came quickly and told Eli. 15 Eli was
ninety-eight years old, and his eyes were so dim that he could not see. 16 Then the man said to
Eli, “I am he who came from the battle. And I fled today from the battle line.” And he said,
“What happened, my son?” 17 So the messenger answered and said, “Israel has fled before the
Philistines, and there has been a great slaughter among the people. Also your two sons, Hophni
and Phinehas, are dead; and the ark of God has been captured.” 18 Then it happened, when he
made mention of the ark of God, that Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and
his neck was broken and he died, for the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty
years.

D. Eli suffered a tragic death (I Sam. 4:18).
1. 1 Samuel 4:18 (NKJV) — 18 Then it happened, when he made mention of the ark of God, that

Eli fell off the seat backward by the side of the gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for
the man was old and heavy. And he had judged Israel forty years.

V. In CONCLUSION:
A. We should ask ourselves this question today.  Why do ye such things?
B. Why are we serving in the capacity that we are today?
C. Why do many not realize the responsibility of the position which they occupy.

1. Our position causes others to notice.
2. Our actions can discourage others.

D. When we see the apostasy in the church today, it should cause us to ask, WHY? 
1. 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world

through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better
for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

2. Why do many operate by a double standard?
3. Why do brethren wrong one another (Acts 7:26)?

a. Acts 7:26 (NKJV) — 26 And the next day he appeared to two of them as they were fighting,
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and tried to reconcile them, saying, ‘Men, you are brethren; why do you wrong one another?’
4. Why do we make men gods (Acts 14:15)?

a. Acts 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We also are
men with the same nature as you, and preach to you that you should turn from these useless
things to the living God, who made the heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things that are in
them,

5. Why do many profess his name and not keep his commandments  (Luke 6:46; I John 2:4; Matt.
7:21; John 14:15)?
a. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things

which I say?
b. 1 John 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him.
c. Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
d. John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

E. You can be sure that your sins will find you out (Num. 32:23).
1. Numbers 32:23 (NKJV) — 23 But if you do not do so, then take note, you have sinned against

the LORD; and be sure your sin will find you out.
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