
WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE? 2 Peter 3:11 - Part 2
Introduction:

A. As we have discussed the present conditions of our society last week, this week we want to focus
on this all important question of Peter - 2 Peter 3:11 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore, since all these things
will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, .  In spite
of:

1. The Immorality, gambling, alcoholism, drugs.
2. The murders, riots and push towards socialism and communism, where the questions are asked -

are any streets safe anymore, has the USA become unsafe.
a. It is interesting that after World Ward 2 - that Americans lived in Fear of a Nuclear attack and -

school kids were taught to shelter in place under desks - today with all that is going on in society
- a Nuclear Bomb seems like the least of our concerns.

b. The threat is still there - but we just don’t pay much attention to it.
B. The Consuming ambition of our lives --- material gain.

1. All things material are perishable, temporal.
2. 1 Timothy 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry

nothing out.
a. Certainly something Job fully understood after losing all things material in Job 1.

C. So to understand our question, we must note the background.
1. 2 Peter 2 (NKJV) — 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be

false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord
who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they
will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber. 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did
not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward
would live ungodly; 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the
wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to
day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly
out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and
especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority.
They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas
angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before
the Lord. 12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the
things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive
the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are
spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes
full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained
in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone
astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the
madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of
emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually
escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are
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slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.
20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse
for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to
them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own
vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

2. These same questions are so important today.
a. Christianity is not a natural way of life. ---- “Any Dead Fish can Flow Down Stream - Go

Against The Flow” - that is what Christianity is all about.
b. We are a “Peculiar” people - a “Chosen” people and therefore we do not blend in but stand out.

3. Many passages could be used to answer the question, but not some points from the very context.
D. Let us now focus on 2 Peter 3 and what Peter is pointing out to us as to what type of people we

ought to be....

II. DISCUSSION: CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE OBEDIENT, GODLY - 2 Peter 3:11
(NKJV) — 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to
be in holy conduct and godliness,
A. Christian life begins with obedience - 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls

in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with
a pure heart,

B. Something is demanded of us (Matt. 7:21; Eph. 2:8-10).
1. Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
2. Ephesians 2:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of

yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.

a. This is not a “hop on the gravy train for a free ride”.
C. 1 Peter 4:17; 2 Thess. 1:5-7; Heb. 5:8-9

1. 1 Peter 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God; and
if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the gospel of God?

2. 2 Thessalonians 1:5–7 (NKJV) — 5 which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God,
that you may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6 since it is a
righteous thing with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who
are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,

3. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him,

D. Obedience to proper standard - John 12:48 (NKJV) — 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive
My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

III. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO EXPECT THE COMING OF CHRIST - 2 Peter 3:12 (NKJV)
— 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat?
A. Most live as if time will never end and eternity will never be a reality.

1. Death happens to others not me — but “ONE HEART BEAT, ONE BREATH” is all that stands
between me and eternity.
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2. When we seriously contemplate this fact (and yes it happens to old and young alike) - what manner
of persons ought we to be?

B. There were Scoffers even in Peter's day (2 Peter 3:3-5).
1. 2 Peter 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking

according to their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since the
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation.” 5 For this they
willfully forget: that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of
water and in the water,

C. A realization of His coming ought to affect our way of living (2 Tim. 4:6-8).
1. 2 Timothy 4:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time

of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the
faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His
appearing.

D. Death, resurrection, judgment ought to mean something (Heb. 9:27-28; 11:10).
1. Hebrews 9:27–28 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment, 28 so Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for
Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for salvation.

2. Hebrews 11:10 (NKJV) — 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.

E. Note concerning second coming and our readiness:
1. Unshaken by dissolving of material things - Philippians 4:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 But I rejoiced in

the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care,
but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever
state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and
in all things I have learned both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

2. Termination of this world hastens a life of bliss - Revelation 22:20 (NKJV) — 20 He who testifies
to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

IV. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE PREPARED - 2 Peter 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 Nevertheless
we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

A. Heaven, a prepared place for a prepared people (John 14:2b; 1 Cor. 2:9).
1. John 14:2b (NKJV) — 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have

told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
2. 1 Corinthians 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have

entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him.”
B. Song “PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD” (cf. Amos 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 “Therefore thus will I do

to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!” - because they
refused to repent.

C. Matthew 25 --- has three distinct sections relative to preparation:
1. Matt. 25:1-13  ---  the need to be prepared. ---- Parable of the Ten Virgins

a. Matthew 25:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise, and
five were foolish. 3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them, 4 but
the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was delayed, they
all slumbered and slept. 6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the bridegroom is coming;
go out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their lamps. 8 And the foolish
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9 But the wise
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answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you; but go rather to those who
sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came, and those
who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door was shut. 11 “Afterward the other
virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12 But he answered and said, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour
in which the Son of Man is coming.

2. Matt. 25:14-30  ---  means of preparation. ---- Parable of the Talents
a. Matthew 25:14–30 (NKJV) — 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far

country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s
money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more
talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And
I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

3. Matt. 25:31-46  ---  rewards of preparation and consequences of not being prepared. - The
Judgment:

a. Matthew 25:31–46 (NKJV) — 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy
angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered
before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from
the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the
King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food;
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and
you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then
the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or
thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and
clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King
will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least
of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42
for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a
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stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you
did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45
Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting
punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

D. For the Christian there is no such thing as a sudden unexpected death - it is what we long for and
plan for.

V. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE FAITHFUL & DILIGENT - 2 Peter 3:14 (NKJV) — 14
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without
spot and blameless;
A. Faithfulness necessary - Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you

are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown
of life.

B. Diligence a must (Heb. 11:6; 2 Peter 2:5,10).
1. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes

to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
2. 2 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 and did not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people,

a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly;
3. 2 Peter 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of

uncleanness and despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to
speak evil of dignitaries,

VI. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE PEACEABLE - 2 Peter 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 Therefore,
beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and
blameless;

A. God is a God of peace - Romans 15:33 (NKJV) — 33 Now the God of peace be with you all. Amen.
B. Jesus is prince of peace (Isa. 9:6; Eph. 2:14).

1. Isaiah 9:6 (NKJV) — 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

2. Ephesians 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has
broken down the middle wall of separation,

C. We Follow the gospel of peace - Romans 10:15 (NKJV) — 15 And how shall they preach unless
they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace,
Who bring glad tidings of good things!”

D. Thus, we are a peace loving people (Eph. 4:1-3; 1 Tim. 2:2; James 3:17; Rom. 12:18).
1. Ephesians 4:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy

of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

2. 1 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.

3. James 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

4. Romans 12:18 (NKJV) — 18 If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all
men.
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VII. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE ALERT - 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 You therefore,
beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being
led away with the error of the wicked;

A. Many things of which we must be alert and aware:
1. Of Satan's devices - 2 Corinthians 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 lest Satan should take advantage of us; for

we are not ignorant of his devices.
2. Armor available to overcome (Eph. 6:10-17).

a. Ephesians 6:10–17 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;

3. Lord coming as a thief in the night - 2 Peter 3:10 “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in
the night...(NKJV)

a. NOT AN IF OR MAYBE - “BUT IT WILL!”
b. Many will be caught out - unprepared.
c. NO TIME PAST THIS EVENT - “heaven burnt up....elements melt”

B. Responsibilities in work, worship, family, etc.- Eph. 5:25; 1 Thess. 5:6
1. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) — 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and

gave Himself for her,
2. 1 Thessalonians 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be

sober.

VIII. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE BUSY, GROWING, PROGRESSIVE - 2 Peter 3:18
(NKJV) — 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be
the glory both now and forever. Amen.

A. Involves steadfastness - 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in
vain in the Lord.

B. Beware of possibility of falling (Gal. 5:4; 2 Peter 3:17; 2:20-22).
1. Galatians 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be

justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
2. 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest

you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
3. 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through

the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

C. Must go forward (Phil. 3:13-15).
1. Philippians 3:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one

thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are
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ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 15
Therefore let us, as many as are mature, have this mind; and if in anything you think otherwise,
God will reveal even this to you.

D. IF we are not moving forward - we are stagnating or going backward - both end in destruction.

IX. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Materialism and focus on the here and now cannot save - 2 Peter 3:11 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore,

since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness,

B. Our Treasures must be laid up in heaven (Matt. 6:19-21).
1. Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

C. In view of the condition of society, the demands of our loving heavenly Father and the certainty of
the judgment, WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE?

D. Are these principles a part of your makeup?   If not WHY NOT?

Page 7 of  7


