
WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE? 2 Peter 3:11 - Part 1
Introduction:

A. As we have discussed the present conditions of our society last week, this week we want to focus
on this all important question of Peter - 2 Peter 3:11 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore, since all these things
will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, .  In spite
of:

1. The Immorality, gambling, alcoholism, drugs.
2. The murders, riots and push towards socialism and communism, where the questions are asked -

are any streets safe anymore, has the USA become unsafe.
a. It is interesting that after World Ward 2 - that Americans lived in Fear of a Nuclear attack and -

school kids were taught to shelter in place under desks - today with all that is going on in society
- a Nuclear Bomb seems like the least of our concerns.

b. The threat is still there - but we just don’t pay much attention to it.
B. The Consuming ambition of our lives --- material gain.

1. All things material are perishable, temporal.
2. 1 Timothy 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry

nothing out.
a. Certainly something Job fully understood after losing all things material in Job 1.

C. So to understand our question, we must note the background.
1. 2 Peter 2 (NKJV) — 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be

false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord
who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they
will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber. 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did
not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah
into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward
would live ungodly; 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the
wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from day to
day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly
out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment, 10 and
especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and despise authority.
They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries, 11 whereas
angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling accusation against them before
the Lord. 12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be caught and destroyed, speak evil of the
things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in their own corruption, 13 and will receive
the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are
spots and blemishes, carousing in their own deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes
full of adultery and that cannot cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained
in covetous practices, and are accursed children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone
astray, following the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;
16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity: a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the
madness of the prophet. 17 These are wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom
is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of
emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually
escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are
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slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.
20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse
for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the
way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to
them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own
vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

2. These same questions are so important today.
a. Christianity is not a natural way of life. ---- “Any Dead Fish can Flow Down Stream - Go

Against The Flow” - that is what Christianity is all about.
b. We are a “Peculiar” people - a “Chosen” people and therefore we do not blend in but stand out.

3. Many passages could be used to answer the question, but not some points from the very context.
D. Let us now focus on 2 Peter 3 and what Peter is pointing out to us as to what type of people we

ought to be....
1. Peter mentions 13 aspects of the Christian life that are practical to our very existence while here

on earth and in the “world” but not of the “world”.
2. This morning I will deal with 5 and next Lord’s day (Lord Willing) I will cover the remaining 7.

II. DISCUSSION: CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WITH PURE MINDS: - 2 Peter 3:1 (NKJV) — 1
Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of
reminder),
A. Principle taught in beatitudes - Matthew 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they

shall see God.
1. So many things in the world to pollute our minds (music, videos, T.V., bad associates; social

media platforms etc....).
2. Ever been constantly around someone with a fowl mouth - what happens (we may not even realize

it) mention here what Mommy said right after I came back from the military.
B. Instruction is given as to the direction of our thinking - Philippians 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally,

brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever
things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue
and if there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things.

1. It is for this very reason that I left all of the social media platforms - it is hard to do what Phil. 4
is commanding when we are engaging our minds on these platforms.

C. Purity of heart, soul, mind and body is prominent theme of the sacred scriptures.
1. It is impossible for a pure and Holy God to dwell in an unkept and impure heart!

III. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO REMEMBER - 2 Peter 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Beloved, I now write
to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder),
A. Memory serves as a great tool in righteous living.

1. Paul reminds Romans of their past life and its consequences (Rom. 6:20-21).
a. Romans 6:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to

righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For
the end of those things is death.

2. Memory can help us avoid mistakes repeatedly.
B. Memory will haunt us eternally if we are lost - Luke 16:25 (NKJV) — 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son,

remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but
now he is comforted and you are tormented.

C. Memory brings great appreciation for what we now have.
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1. Sins forgiven - Romans 6:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do
you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

2. Children of God - 1 John 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed
on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because
it did not know Him.

D. Remember teachings concerning death, resurrection, judgment, eternity.
1. It is for this very reason that the Apostles place so much emphasis of - bringing back into memory

as reminders...

IV. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS MINDFUL OF THE SPOKEN WORD - 2 Peter 3:2 (NKJV) — 2
that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior,

A. Much emphasis given to studying and knowing God's word (Rom. 15:4; 2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Peter 3:15).
1. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning,

that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
2. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
3. 1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give

a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;
B. Makes necessary provisions for our journey to eternity - BIBLE - Basic Instructions Before Leaving

Earth (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Peter 1:3-4).
1. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2. 2 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been
given to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust.

C. Enables us to overcome temptation (Heb. 4:15; Matt. 4:1-11; 1 John 2:15-17).
1. Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our

weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.
2. Matthew 4:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be

tempted by the devil. 2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was
hungry. 3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that
these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil took Him
up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and,
‘In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to
him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ ” 8 Again, the devil took Him
up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their
glory. 9 And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship
me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the
LORD your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels
came and ministered to Him.
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3. 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world
is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

D. Makes us stronger, acceptable to God (Acts 20:32; Rom. 12:2).
1. Acts 20:32 (NKJV) — 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace,

which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
2. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) — 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the

renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God.

E. Some willingly ignorant - 2 Peter 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word
of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water,

F. We Can know God's will it just takes effort and time - John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

V. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WHO ARE SEPARATED FROM THE WORLD - 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)
— 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward
us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
A. Repentance --- a change of mind resulting in a change of action (Acts 2:38; 3:19; Luke 23:3,5; Acts

17:30).
1. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

2. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so
that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

3. Luke 23:3 (NKJV) — 3 Then Pilate asked Him, saying, “Are You the King of the Jews?” He
answered him and said, “It is as you say.”

4. Luke 23:5 (NKJV) — 5 But they were the more fierce, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee to this place.”

5. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent,

B. Principle found in the Old Testament - Leviticus 20:26 (NKJV) — 26 And you shall be holy to Me,
for I the LORD am holy, and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be Mine.

C. Separation from the world is demanded in the New Testament (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1).
1. 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 (NKJV) — 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For

what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of
the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God,
And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says
the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, and
you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these
promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God.

D. Demands us untangling ourselves from the affairs of the world - 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For
if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than
the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of
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righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But
it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a
sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

1. When we leave our Cell Phones at home - do we not feel lost? Do we not stop and go back and
fetch it?

2. Yet what about our reaction and need for God’s Word?  We leave our Bibles and its no big deal,
we never turn back to go get it do we?

3. Can we untangle ourselves from the spider web that Satan has us trapped in?

VI. CHRISTIANS ARE PERSONS WITH A HOLY MANNER OF LIFE - 2 Peter 3:11 (NKJV) — 11
Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness,

A. Holy ---  God-like (1 Peter 1:15 (NKJV) — 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy
in all your conduct,)  ---  set apart, devoted, consecrated, dedicated).

B. SEPARATION exemplified in these Scriptures - Rom. 12:1-2; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 Thess. 4:7
1. Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light;

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:7 (NKJV) — 7 For God did not call us to uncleanness, but in holiness.

VII. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Materialism and focus on the here and now cannot save - 2 Peter 3:11 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore,

since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and
godliness,

B. Our Treasures must be laid up in heaven (Matt. 6:19-21).
1. Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and

rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

C. In view of the condition of society, the demands of our loving heavenly Father and the certainty of
the judgment, WHAT MANNER OF PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE?

D. Are these principles a part of your makeup?   If not WHY NOT?
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