
“WHO IS THE LORD THAT I SHOULD OBEY HIS VOICE?”
Exodus 5:2; Genesis 3:1; II Samuel 16:19

Intro:
A. The book of Genesis closes with the children of Israel in Egypt.

1. God's hand had brought them there (Gen. 50:20-21).
2. Well nourished, they grew and waxed strong (Exodus 1:7).

B. When a new king arose which knew not Joseph, he oppressed Israel, rearing their strength (Exodus
1:13-14). - Exodus 2:23-25

C. The man Moses was raised up by God to deliver the children of Israel from the hands of Pharaoh
(Exodus 3:9-10).
1.  Exodus 3:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have

also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now, therefore, and I will send you to
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

D. Moses' first appearance before the king of Egypt is recorded in Exodus 5.  It is herein that we have
revealed the question for our discussion (Exodus 5:1-2).
1. Exodus 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to

let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go.”
E. We want to discuss this question within a four question framework.

DISCUSSION:
I. THE QUESTION ASKED.

A. ``Who is the Lord that I should obey his voice?''
B. This was not the first time the question was asked, nor would it be the last.

1. Adam and Eve (Gen. 3:6).
a. Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it

was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.

2. The population before the flood (Gen. 6:1-2,5).
a. Genesis 6:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass, when men began to multiply on the face

of the earth, and daughters were born to them, 2 that the sons of God saw the daughters of
men, that they were beautiful; and they took wives for themselves of all whom they chose.

b. Genesis 6:5 (NKJV) — 5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the
earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.

3. The people at the tower of Babel (Gen. 11:6).
a. Genesis 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower

whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad
over the face of the whole earth.”

4. Nadab and Abihu (Lev. 10:1-2).
a. Leviticus 10:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his

censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which
He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and
they died before the LORD.

5. Uzzah (I Chron. 13:9-10).
a. 1 Chronicles 13:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 And when they came to Chidon’s threshing floor, Uzza

put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10 Then the anger of the LORD was
aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and he died
there before God.

6. The nations of Israel and Judah.
7. YOU?
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C. Note, in some of the cases the question is never verbally asked, but it is asked by the actions of those
involved.

D. The question continues to be asked today.
1. Necessity of baptism (I Peter 3:21).  Who is the Lord?

a. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

2. Singing in worship (Col. 3:16-17).  Who is the Lord?
a. Colossians 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

3. Lord's Supper every first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Who is the Lord?
a. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together

to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message
until midnight.

4. Church attendance (Heb. 10:25). Who is the Lord?
a. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) — 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

5. Bible study (II Tim. 2:15).  Who is the Lord?
a. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker

who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
6. Preaching the word (II Tim. 4:2).  Who is the Lord?

a. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

7. Marking false teachers (Rom. 16:17).  Who is the Lord?
a. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) — 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and

offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
8. Church discipline (II Thess. 3:6).  Who is the Lord?

a. 2 Thessalonians 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you withdraw from every brother who walks disorderly and not according
to the tradition which he received from us.

9. Converting the lost (Mark 16:15-16).  Who is the Lord?
a. Mark 16:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the

gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

10. Restoring the erring (Gal. 6:1).  Who is the Lord?
a. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are

spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted.

11. Refusing fellowship with error (Eph. 5:11).  Who is the Lord?
a. Ephesians 5:11 (NKJV) — 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,

but rather expose them.
12. Modest attire (I Tim. 2:9-10).  Who is the Lord?

a. 1 Timothy 2:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in
modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or
costly clothing, 10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.
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13. Keeping ourselves holy (I Peter 1:15-16).  Who is the Lord?
a. 1 Peter 1:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your

conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.”
14. Separation, divorce and remarriage (Matt. 19:6,9).  Who is the Lord?

a. Matthew 19:6 (NKJV) — 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let not man separate.”

b. Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) — 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced
commits adultery.”

15. Giving (II Cor. 9:6-7).  Who is the Lord?
a. 2 Corinthians 9:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap

sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as
he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

16. Remembering God in youth (Ecc. 12:1).  Who is the Lord?
a. Ecclesiastes 12:1 (NKJV) — 1 Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth,

Before the difficult days come, And the years draw near when you say, “I have no pleasure
in them”:

17. Rearing children (Eph. 6:4).  Who is the Lord?
a. Ephesians 6:4 (NKJV) — 4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but

bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord.
18. Elders watching for souls (Heb. 13:17).  Who is the Lord?

a. Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) — 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

19. Forgiving of another's trespasses (Matt. 6:14-15).  Who is the Lord?
a. Matthew 6:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 “For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly

Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.

20. Love your enemies (Matt. 5:44).  Who is the Lord?
a. Matthew 5:44 (NKJV) — 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,

do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,
21. Wives submit yourselves to your own husbands as to the Lord (Eph. 5:22).  Who is the Lord?

a. Ephesians 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
22. Young women to be keepers at home (Titus 2:5).  Who is the Lord?

a. Titus 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own
husbands, that the word of God may not be blasphemed.

II. THE QUESTION ANALYZED.
A. In this section we want to consider some of the implications involved in this question.
B. Implications:

1. Implied in this question is the rejection of divine authority.
a. Agnosticism of the heart and will.

(1) I know God said it, but I doubt he means it.
(2) This kind of agnosticism is more prevalent than agnosticism of a scientific kind.

b. Matt. 28:18;  John 12:14;  Heb. 1:1-2
(1) Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
(2) John 12:14 (NKJV) — 14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as
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it is written:
(3) Hebrews 1:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in

time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son,
whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

c. To not practice what is contained in the New Testament is to rebel against divine authority
(Heb. 2:1- 3).
(1) Hebrews 2:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things

we have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall
we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the
Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,

2. Implied is the language of decided opposition.
a. Rather than obey God, Pharaoh knew he would refuse to let Israel go.
b. Never once has one prevailed against God and gained the victory (Psalm 9:17).

(1) Psalm 9:17 (NKJV) — 17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that
forget God.

3. Implied is the language of self-satisfaction.
a. Man became his own god.  Humanism of the heart.
b. Much like the Jews of Paul's day (Rom. 10:1-3).

(1) Romans 10:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is
that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not
according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking
to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

c. Reminded of the son of perdition (II Thess. 2:3-4).
(1) 2 Thessalonians 2:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day

will not come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son
of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.

d. Jer. 10:23;  Prov. 3:5-8
(1) Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is

not in man who walks to direct his own steps.
(2) Proverbs 3:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on

your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your
paths. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will
be health to your flesh, And strength to your bones.

III. THE QUESTION ATTRIBUTED.
A. By asking this question, several attributes of Pharaoh rose to the surface.
B. Attributes.

1. Pride.
a. Why am I to obey His name?  What is your Jehovah to me?  What authority has he over me? 

He is at best your God and not mine.
b. It is the folly of only too many to take Pharaoh's stand.  For the right reception of the things

of God, we need all possible humility and open mindedness.
(1) Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before

a fall.
(2) James 1:21  (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness,

and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
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2. Headstrong.
a. Pharaoh's mind was made up.  He was determined to set himself against God.
b. His self-will was set in opposition to God's will.
c. Many in the church itself are just as headstrong in their opposition to God.

(1) Such is not Christ-like (Matt. 26:39).
(a) Matthew 26:39 (NKJV) — 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and

prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”

(2) Such would disqualify one from being an elder (Titus 1:7).
(a) Titus 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not

self-willed, not quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money,
d. These will not prevail against God (Psalm 2:1-6; Obadiah 3,4).

(1) Psalm 2:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing?
2 The kings of the earth set themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the
LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 3 “Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast
away Their cords from us.” 4 He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall
hold them in derision. 5 Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in
His deep displeasure: 6 “Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.”

(2) Obadiah 3 (NKJV) — 3 The pride of your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in the
clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is high; You who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring
me down to the ground?’

(3) Obadiah 4 (NKJV) — 4 Though you ascend as high as the eagle, And though you set
your nest among the stars, From there I will bring you down,” says the LORD.

3. Profane.
a. Definition: to treat (something sacred) with abuse, irreverence or contempt.
b. Pharaoh abused the name of God, showed disrespect and dishonor to Him, and held his word

in contempt.
c. Such might be understood in view of a heathen king, but not in reference to the saints (Psalm

89:7; Heb. 12:28).
(1) Psalm 89:7 (NKJV) — 7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And

to be held in reverence by all those around Him.
(2) Hebrews 12:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot

be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and
godly fear.

IV. THE QUESTION ANSWERED.
A. Moses, fresh from the revelations and sacrifices of Horeb, could have told Pharaoh such a story of

the workings of Jehovah as would have been enough, and more than enough, to guide the steps of
the right minded hearer.

B. Answers:
1. Creator. - Gen. 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

a. Creator of man (Gen. 1:16).(NKJV) — 16 Then God made two great lights: the greater light
to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night. He made the stars also.

b. Pharaoh would have done well to remember that we are clay in the potter's hand (Isa. 64:8)
(1) .Isaiah 64:8 (NKJV) — 8 But now, O LORD, You are our Father; We are the clay, and

You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand.
2. One who is omnipotent.

a. God alone has all power (Jer. 32:17). (NKJV) — 17 ‘Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, You have
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made the heavens and the earth by Your great power and outstretched arm. There is nothing
too hard for You.

b. Pharaoh was soon to learn this in the plagues.
3. One who hates sin (Psalm 5:4-5) (NKJV) — 4 For You are not a God who takes pleasure in

wickedness, Nor shall evil dwell with You. 5 The boastful shall not stand in Your sight; You
hate all workers of iniquity.

4. The Judge of all men (Ecc. 3:16-17; Rom. 2:5-11).
a. Ecclesiastes 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Moreover I saw under the sun: In the place of judgment,

Wickedness was there; And in the place of righteousness, Iniquity was there. 17 I said in my
heart, “God shall judge the righteous and the wicked, For there is a time there for every
purpose and for every work.”

b. Romans 2:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent
heart you are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 7 eternal
life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to
everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no
partiality with God.

V. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Although this is a question which was asked several hundred years ago, it is still pertinent today.
B. Pharaoh did not prevail against God.

1. Exodus 14:26-28 (NKJV) — 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their
horsemen.” 27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared,
the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD
overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 Then the waters returned and covered the
chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so
much as one of them remained.

C. The presumptuously wicked will do well to remember that, if Pharaoh thus exalted himself, it was
to his own destruction.  His pride and arrogance was a challenge for Jehovah to destroy him.
1. Those who challenge God today will, in like manner be destroyed (Prov. 13:13).

a. Proverbs 13:13 (NKJV) — 13 He who despises the word will be destroyed, But he who fears
the commandment will be rewarded.

- Original Idea by Victor M. Eskew
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