
WHO HATH WARNED YOU TO FLEE FROM THE WRATH TO COME? Matthew 3:7
Introduction:

A. The question set before us today is certainly one that like all these other questions this year, could be ask
2000 years ago or be just as relevant today.   Why was this question asked?
1. Asked by John the Baptist, of the religious leaders of his day and time concerning why they where

wanting to go through the motions but not make it a part of their lives.  
B. A subject we should do more preaching on because of sin (Rom. 3:23; 1 John 1:8).

1. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2. 1 John 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

C. It is the most difficult thing to get people to do.
1. It is something that applies to all and is a challenge to all.

D. Repentance is the message of the Bible for all of time - since sin entered into this world, and man has yielded
to such - the course set for destruction can only be changed by a honest and good heart willing to repent and
obey.

II. DISCUSSION: IS REPENTANCE NECESSARY AND IMPORTANT?
A. Noah, Jonah, and the prophets preached it.
B. John preached it (Matt. 3:1-2).

1. Matthew 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea,
2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”

C. Christ preached it (Matt. 4:17; Luke 5:32; 13:3-5).
1. Matthew 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom

of heaven is at hand.”
2. Luke 5:32 (NKJV) — 32 I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
3. Luke 13:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 4 Or those

eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that they were worse sinners
than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish.”

D. Repentance was preached under the limited commission (Mark 6:12).
1. Mark 6:12 (NKJV) — 12 So they went out and preached that people should repent.

E. Repentance is a part of the great commission (Luke 24:46-47).
1. Luke 24:46–47 (NKJV) — 46 Then He said to them, “Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for

the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47 and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

F. Peter called upon the Jews to repent (Acts 2:38).
1. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
G. Paul called upon the Athenians to repent (Acts 17:30-31).

1. Acts 17:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all
men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him
from the dead.”

H. God wants/desires all to repent (2 Peter 3:9).
1. 2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) — 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but

is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
I. Repentance is a part of the gospel (2 Thess. 1:7-9).

1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not
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know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished
with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

III. WHAT IS REPENTANCE?
A. Repentance is not:

1. Conviction of sin (Acts 7:54, 48; Acts 2:37-38).
a. Acts 7:54 (NKJV) — 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed

at him with their teeth.
b. Acts 7:48 (NKJV) — 48 “However, the Most High does not dwell in temples made with hands, as

the prophet says:
c. Acts 2:37–38 (NKJV) — 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter

and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter said to them,
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins;
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

2. Fear (two kinds) (James 2:19; Acts 24:25; Eccl. 12:13; Matt. 10:28).
a. James 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons

believe—and tremble!
b. Acts 24:25 (NKJV) — 25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment

to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will
call for you.”

c. Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep
His commandments, For this is man’s all.

d. Matthew 10:28 (NKJV) — 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.

3. Sorrow (two kinds) (2 Cor. 7:10).
a. 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NKJV) — 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not

to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
4. Reformation and restitution (Luke 19:8).

a. Luke 19:8 (NKJV) — 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my
goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”

B. Repentance is:
1. A change of man's will brought about by godly sorrow that results in a reformation of life (2 Cor. 7:10;

Acts 20:21; 3:19).
a. 2 Corinthians 7:10 (NKJV) — 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not

to be regretted; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
b. Acts 20:21 (NKJV) — 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and faith

toward our Lord Jesus Christ.
c. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so

that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,
2. Examples of repentance.

a. The two sons (Matt. 21:28-29).
(1) Matthew 21:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 “But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came

to the first and said, ‘Son, go, work today in my vineyard.’ 29 He answered and said, ‘I will not,’
but afterward he regretted it and went.

b. The prodigal son (Luke 15).
(1) Luke 15 (NKJV) — 1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear Him.

2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats with
them.” 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 “What man of you, having a hundred sheep,
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if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one
which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.
6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice
with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I say to you that likewise there will be
more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no
repentance. 8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a
lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she has found it, she
calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the piece
which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.” 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So he divided
to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together,
journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living. 14 But when
he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want. 15 Then
he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed
swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no
one gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I will arise and go
to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, 19 and
I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your hired servants.” ’ 20
“And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him
and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. 21 And the son said to him,
‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called
your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and
put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet. 23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and
let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’
And they began to be merry. 25 “Now his older son was in the field. And as he came and drew
near to the house, he heard music and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked
what these things meant. 27 And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and because he has
received him safe and sound, your father has killed the fatted calf.’ 28 “But he was angry and
would not go in. Therefore his father came out and pleaded with him. 29 So he answered and
said to his father, ‘Lo, these many years I have been serving you; I never transgressed your
commandment at any time; and yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might make merry
with my friends. 30 But as soon as this son of yours came, who has devoured your livelihood
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for him.’ 31 “And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always
with me, and all that I have is yours. 32 It was right that we should make merry and be glad,
for your brother was dead and is alive again, and was lost and is found.’ ”

c. Nineveh (Matt. 12:41; Jonah 3:10).
(1) Matthew 12:41 (NKJV) — 41 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judgment with this

generation and condemn it, because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and indeed a greater
than Jonah is here.

(2) Jonah 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and
God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do
it.

d. Thessalonians (1 Thess. 1:9).
(1) 1 Thessalonians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 For they themselves declare concerning us what manner of

entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,
e. Peter (Matt. 26:75).
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(1) Matthew 26:75 (NKJV) — 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him,
“Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.

IV. WHO SHOULD REPENT?
A. All alien sinners (Acts 2:36-38; Acts 3:19).

1. Acts 2:36–38 (NKJV) — 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made
this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then
Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

2. Acts 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, so that
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

B. Erring church/kingdom family members. The church is not immune to sin nor its members (Acts 8:20-22).
1. Acts 8:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 But Peter said to him, “Your money perish with you, because you thought

that the gift of God could be purchased with money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter,
for your heart is not right in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God
if perhaps the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

C. In other words - All sinners are to repent (Acts 17:30; Rom. 3:23).
1. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men

everywhere to repent,
2. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

V. WHAT HAPPENS WHEN ONE REPENTS?
A. He changes his attitude toward sin (2 Cor. 7:9-10).

1. 2 Corinthians 7:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that your sorrow
led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly manner, that you might suffer loss from us in
nothing. 10 For godly sorrow produces repentance leading to salvation, not to be regretted; but the
sorrow of the world produces death.

B. He changes his attitude toward God to return (Luke 15:18).
1. Luke 15:18 (NKJV) — 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned

against heaven and before you,
C. He changes his attitude toward self (Luke 15:19).

1. Luke 15:19 (NKJV) — 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one of your
hired servants.” ’

D. He changes his attitude toward others (Acts 16:33; Luke 19:8).
1. Acts 16:33 (NKJV) — 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And

immediately he and all his family were baptized.
2. Luke 19:8 (NKJV) — 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my

goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.”
E. The result of these changes Heaven is made to rejoice (Luke 15:10).

1. Luke 15:10 (NKJV) — 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over
one sinner who repents.”

VI. WHAT LEADS TO REPENTANCE?
A. The truth in the word of God (Jonah 3:5-6; Acts 2:37).

1. Jonah 3:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 So the people of Nineveh believed God, proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest to the least of them. 6 Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he arose
from his throne and laid aside his robe, covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes.
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2. Acts 2:37 (NKJV) — 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the
rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?”
a. God’s word convicts of sin, by telling us what is SIN.
b. Not only does it tell us what sin is, but the truth of God’s word convicts us of the consequences of

that sin.
c. God’s word shows us the end results of un-repented sin - it does not mask itself behind politically

correct speech.
B. The goodness of God (Rom. 2:4).

1. Romans 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and longsuffering,
not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

C. The seriousness of death, judgment, and hell (Heb. 9:27; 2 Peter 3:8-13; Matt. 11:20-24).
1. Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,
2. 2 Peter 3:8–13 (NKJV) — 8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as

a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as
some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all
should come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what
manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the
elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

3. Matthew 11:20–24 (NKJV) — 20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of His mighty
works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!
For if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and
Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

D. The reward of heaven.
1. IF NOTHING ELSE - just the understanding of what HEAVEN will be like compared to HELL, we

would willingly and redly repent of our sins.

VII. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Repentance takes place in the mind of man while forgiveness takes place in the mind of God.
B. God is willing to forgive if you are willing to repent.
C. The command is repent or perish --- turn or burn.

1. Joshua 24:15 (NKJV)  - “. . . choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, . . . But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord." 

2. Mark 16:16 (NKJV)  - 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned. 

3. Acts 2:38 (NKJV)  - 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

4. Hebrews 5:8,9 (NKJV) - 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered.   9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

D. Will you take the exit that leads to life today - or continue straight on the highway to hell.
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