
WHEREON DO YE TRUST? — 2 Chronicles 32:10
Intro:

A. As we look around us today and we see the attitudes and reactions of folks around the globe to this
present distress that we are living in.... the questions “WHO DO YOU TRUST?” and in “WHAT
DO YOU PUT YOUR TRUST?” is absolutely pertainent today.
1. At the beginning of the year - we heard things like - “we have nothing to worry about this will

not affect the USA.”
2. Masks are not necessary....ect ect etc.
3. Folks were told to follow the guidelines of the CDC and the World Health Organizations.

a. Churches around this nation shut their doors and people (Christians and Sinners alike) stayed
shut in and isolated themselves from the world.

b. Christians have been mocked ridiculed and verbally assaulted for daring to say - “WHAT DO
WE HAVE TO FEAR - BUT GOD ALONE!” 

B. WHICH brings me to the question before us in 2 Chronicles 32:10 (NKJV) — 10 “Thus says
Sennacherib king of Assyria: ‘In what do you trust, that you remain under siege in Jerusalem?
1.  This question is in the form of a boastful taunt by Sennacherib toward king Hezekiah and Judah.

a. As we can see this is not the only time in history when those who trust in GOD, are ridiculed
for their belief - that “HE, and HE ALONE CAN and WILL PROVIDE, PROTECT and
COMFORT those who put their TRUST IN HIM.”

b. It certainly will not be the last time - so long as we are in this world and the world remains.
C. There was a powerful lesson in this for them as there is for us today.

1. GREAT men of FAITH and CONVICTION - have put their TRUST IN THE LORD.
a. We sing the songs - "TRUST and OBEY" for there is no other way!
b. When we walk with the LORD

(1) Jesus Savior Pilot Me...
(2) BUT in my daily life - what good are those songs IF I don’t fully put my trust in Him?

2. It is not just a slogan on paper but a way of life - "IF God has brought me to it - HE can take me
through it."
a. In every situation in every aspect of good times and bad times, in the sickness of my body

and the health of my spiritual soul - GOD IS and MUST BE IN CONTROL.
b. It is due to the enormous TRUST and confidence I have in HIM - that tho' I am afraid (not

of my salvation - for the blood of Christ has made me one of His own) - but of my worthiness
of that Blood.
(1) Why GOD loves me and puts up with the things that I do is beyond comprehension - but

one thing I am confident about is that I TRUST HIM 100% in my life.
D. This morning I want to examine 2 Chron 32:10 in light of putting OUR trust in GOD in all things.

1. In Psalm 40 - David finds himself in a situation in which, on the one hand, he has just been
rescued (possible Psa 30:3-4 - or from a military defeat that turned out victorious) from danger,
and, on the other, is still exposed to peril.

2. It is a Psalm of two parts (THANKSGIVING) and (LAMENT) in much the same way as today -
we are so thankful that God has protected us - yet we lament over the destruction of so many’s
faith and the deaths of those who have died with out the Lord.

3. There are many Psalms which we could appeal to for the confidence and trust we need to have
today in these troubled times.

E. BUT, this morning I want to return to the text of our QUESTION - examine the situation (historical
setting) ; the changes that can turn things around and the blessings that come out of FULLY
PUTTING OUR TRUST IN GOD.
1. By Definition “TRUST” — Firm reliance on the integrity, ability, or character of a person or
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thing.” – thefreedictionary.com
a. “1. a firm belief in the honesty, truthfulness, justice, or power of a person or thing; faith” - 

World Book Dictionary
b. ALL IN - nothing left on the table ---- that’s the TRUST I Am speaking about. 

2. We are not completely self-sufficient
a. We can’t put complete trust in other men - Psalm 118:8 (NKJV) — 8 It is better to trust in

the LORD Than to put confidence in man.
b. We can’t put our trust in our own power - Psa.20:7; 44:6; Isa.31:1

(1) Psalm 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; But we will
remember the name of the LORD our God.

(2) Psalm 44:6 (NKJV) — 6 For I will not trust in my bow, Nor shall my sword save me.
(3) Isaiah 31:1 (NKJV) — 1 Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, And rely on

horses, Who trust in chariots because they are many, And in horsemen because they are
very strong, But who do not look to the Holy One of Israel, Nor seek the LORD!

c. We can’t put our trust in our riches -Mark 10:24 (NKJV) — 24 And the disciples were
astonished at His words. But Jesus answered again and said to them, “Children, how hard it
is for those who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God!

d. We can’t put our trust in ourselves - Prov.3:5; 2 Cor.1:9
(1) Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your

own understanding;
(2) 2 Corinthians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 Yes, we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we

should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead,
e. We must put our trust in God - Psa.18:1,2; Prov.3:5

(1) Psalm 18:1 (NKJV) — 1 I will love You, O LORD, my strength.
(a) Psalm 18:2 (NKJV) — 2 The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer;

My God, my strength, in whom I will trust; My shield and the horn of my salvation,
my stronghold.

(2) Proverbs 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your
own understanding;

F. Let us now turn our attention to the text.

II. DISCUSSION: HISTORY and BACKGROUND OF THIS QUESTION:
A. JUDAH'S DEGRADATION UNDER AHAZ. ---- In much the same way as I see the total

degradation of the AMERICA that used to be and the AMERICA that is today!
B. A time of war and trouble with Judah facing threats from an alliance between Israel and Syria and

from others such as the Edomites.
C. Ahaz makes two major mistakes which brought about Judah's downfall:

1. He appealed to other nations for help, especially Assyria.
2. He turned from the worship of Jehovah and led Judah away into idolatry. 

a. They worshiped heavenly bodies, particularly the sun, offered children as sacrifices, and
consulted with wizards and necromancers.

b. This is no different today - the idols have just changed in form - the altars are still the same
and children are still being sacrificed on the altar of self greed and self reliance.
(1) How, many times I have seen photos of little ones or seen in person parents glued to their

phones while the little ones long for their attention.
(2) How is it possible to leave children in hot cars still in their car seats, or loose a child to

drowning and not even miss them for hours..... and I’m not speaking of older kids “I’m
talking of toddlers.”
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c. Parents losing their kids to the world because they are to busy with self - to stop and smell
the roses.   

D. Under Ahaz the situation in Judah seemed hopeless:
1. Former alliances with other nations had failed.
2. The house of God had been desecrated and shut up.
3. Idolatry had replaced the worship of Jehovah God — (2 Chron 28:16-25).

a. 2 Chronicles 28:16–25 (NKJV) — 16 At the same time King Ahaz sent to the kings of
Assyria to help him. 17 For again the Edomites had come, attacked Judah, and carried away
captives. 18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the lowland and of the South of
Judah, and had taken Beth Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Sochoh with its villages, Timnah
with its villages, and Gimzo with its villages; and they dwelt there. 19 For the LORD brought
Judah low because of Ahaz king of Israel, for he had encouraged moral decline in Judah and
had been continually unfaithful to the LORD. 20 Also Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria came
to him and distressed him, and did not assist him. 21 For Ahaz took part of the treasures from
the house of the LORD, from the house of the king, and from the leaders, and he gave it to
the king of Assyria; but he did not help him. 22 Now in the time of his distress King Ahaz
became increasingly unfaithful to the LORD. This is that King Ahaz. 23 For he sacrificed
to the gods of Damascus which had defeated him, saying, “Because the gods of the kings of
Syria help them, I will sacrifice to them that they may help me.” But they were the ruin of
him and of all Israel. 24 So Ahaz gathered the articles of the house of God, cut in pieces the
articles of the house of God, shut up the doors of the house of the LORD, and made for
himself altars in every corner of Jerusalem. 25 And in every single city of Judah he made
high places to burn incense to other gods, and provoked to anger the LORD God of his
fathers.

b. In much the same way people today are returning to the ball fields and courts - but not to the
“House of the Lord”.

c. Remember that anything that takes Number 1 in our lives over God is Idolatry - ie.
Worldliness (greed) and covertness.

III. HEZEKIAH'S REFORMATION OF JUDAH - ( In 2 Chron 29--31 chapters).
A. Succeeds his father Ahaz and begins his reign at age 25.
B. The first thing he did was open the doors to the Lord's house and repair it and re-establish the

worship of  God ---- (2 Chron 29:3).
1. 2 Chronicles 29:3 (NKJV) — 3 In the first year of his reign, in the first month, he opened the

doors of the house of the LORD and repaired them.
2. This country was founded on Judeao and CHRISTIAN foundations and principles - and the first

thing that we should be doing is making sure we are going back to our roots. 
C. Then he and the elders showed great leadership as they led the way in worshiping God (2 Chron

29:20-21).
1. 2 Chronicles 29:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 Then King Hezekiah rose early, gathered the rulers of the

city, and went up to the house of the LORD. 21 And they brought seven bulls, seven rams, seven
lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for the kingdom, for the sanctuary, and for Judah.
Then he commanded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them on the altar of the LORD.

D. He then sent letters to all of Israel and Judah urging them to come to the house of the Lord at
Jerusalem and keep the Passover (2 Chron 30:1-19).
1. 2 Chronicles 30:1–19 (NKJV) — 1 And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and Judah, and also wrote

letters to Ephraim and Manasseh, that they should come to the house of the LORD at Jerusalem,
to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Israel. 2 For the king and his leaders and all the
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assembly in Jerusalem had agreed to keep the Passover in the second month. 3 For they could
not keep it at the regular time, because a sufficient number of priests had not consecrated
themselves, nor had the people gathered together at Jerusalem. 4 And the matter pleased the king
and all the assembly. 5 So they resolved to make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from
Beersheba to Dan, that they should come to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Israel at
Jerusalem, since they had not done it for a long time in the prescribed manner. 6 Then the
runners went throughout all Israel and Judah with the letters from the king and his leaders, and
spoke according to the command of the king: “Children of Israel, return to the LORD God of
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel; then He will return to the remnant of you who have escaped from the
hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 And do not be like your fathers and your brethren, who trespassed
against the LORD God of their fathers, so that He gave them up to desolation, as you see. 8 Now
do not be stiff-necked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves to the LORD; and enter His
sanctuary, which He has sanctified forever, and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness
of His wrath may turn away from you. 9 For if you return to the LORD, your brethren and your
children will be treated with compassion by those who lead them captive, so that they may come
back to this land; for the LORD your God is gracious and merciful, and will not turn His face
from you if you return to Him.” 10 So the runners passed from city to city through the
country of Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun; but they laughed at them and
mocked them. 11 Nevertheless some from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun humbled themselves
and came to Jerusalem. 12 Also the hand of God was on Judah to give them singleness of heart
to obey the command of the king and the leaders, at the word of the LORD. 13 Now many
people, a very great assembly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread in
the second month. 14 They arose and took away the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they took
away all the incense altars and cast them into the Brook Kidron. 15 Then they slaughtered the
Passover lambs on the fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were
ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and brought the burnt offerings to the house of the LORD.
16 They stood in their place according to their custom, according to the Law of Moses the man
of God; the priests sprinkled the blood received from the hand of the Levites. 17 For there were
many in the assembly who had not sanctified themselves; therefore the Levites had charge of the
slaughter of the Passover lambs for everyone who was not clean, to sanctify them to the LORD.
18 For a multitude of the people, many from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar, and Zebulun, had not
cleansed themselves, yet they ate the Passover contrary to what was written. But Hezekiah prayed
for them, saying, “May the good LORD provide atonement for everyone 19 who prepares his
heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he is not cleansed according to the
purification of the sanctuary.”
a. Most of them mocked his messengers (2 Chron 30:10).

2. However, some from Asher, Manasseh, Zebulun, and Judah did come and formed a large
congregation (2 Chron 30:11-13).
a. 2 Chronicles 30:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 Nevertheless some from Asher, Manasseh, and

Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. 12 Also the hand of God was on Judah
to give them singleness of heart to obey the command of the king and the leaders, at the word
of the LORD. 13 Now many people, a very great assembly, gathered at Jerusalem to keep the
Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month.

E. Encouraged by their newly re-established faith and worship, their zeal provokes them to further
purging of Judah (2 Chron 31:1).
1. 2 Chronicles 31:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now when all this was finished, all Israel who were present

went out to the cities of Judah and broke the sacred pillars in pieces, cut down the wooden
images, and threw down the high places and the altars—from all Judah, Benjamin, Ephraim, and
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Manasseh—until they had utterly destroyed them all. Then all the children of Israel returned to
their own cities, every man to his possession.

IV. THE ADVANCE OF SENNACHERIB, KING OF ASSYRIA.
A. No nation, city, nor king had been able to withstand his army.

1. Kings of Sidon, Arvad, Byblos, Beth-Ammon, and Edom simply surrendered. 
a. Ashkelon, Beth-Dagon, and Edom had resisted but were defeated and sacked by the Assyrian

army.
2. Many of Sennacherib's opponents had relied upon Egypt for help, but Sennacherib had defeated

Egypt also.
3. He had now sacked 46 towns and villages in Judah and had taken more than 200,000 prisoners.

a. The Assyrians were brutal with their prisoners - bull hooks and rings placed through the
shoulders chained together and led into captivity.

b. Many were skinned alive and their skin used to line the pillars and walls of the pagan gods.
B. All who had already been defeated by Sennacherib had two common characteristics:

1. They had relied upon assistance from others which failed.
2. They trusted in their idol gods --- also to no avail.

a. Sennacherib often carried away their deities such as he did to Babylon's ̀ `MARDUK'' which
he carried away to Nineveh.

V. THE BOASTFUL QUESTION: “WHEREON DO YE TRUST” ----  (2 Chron. 32:10)?
A. All these others had put their trust in pagan gods and their alliances with other nations and had fallen.
B. Ahaz had put his trust in alliances with others, even Assyria which now had almost destroyed all of

Judah.
C. Ahaz and Judah had worshiped the “sun god.”  

1. Did they think he was any more able to save them than the other deities?
D. Sennacherib had never met a people who trusted in the God of heaven (2 Chron 32:10-19).

1. 2 Chronicles 32:10–19 (NKJV) — 10 “Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria: ‘In what do you
trust, that you remain under siege in Jerusalem? 11 Does not Hezekiah persuade you to give
yourselves over to die by famine and by thirst, saying, “The LORD our God will deliver us from
the hand of the king of Assyria”? 12 Has not the same Hezekiah taken away His high places and
His altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, “You shall worship before one altar and
burn incense on it”? 13 Do you not know what I and my fathers have done to all the peoples of
other lands? Were the gods of the nations of those lands in any way able to deliver their lands
out of my hand? 14 Who was there among all the gods of those nations that my fathers utterly
destroyed that could deliver his people from my hand, that your God should be able to deliver
you from my hand? 15 Now therefore, do not let Hezekiah deceive you or persuade you like this,
and do not believe him; for no god of any nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people from
my hand or the hand of my fathers. How much less will your God deliver you from my hand?’ ”
16 Furthermore, his servants spoke against the LORD God and against His servant Hezekiah.
17 He also wrote letters to revile the LORD God of Israel, and to speak against Him, saying, “As
the gods of the nations of other lands have not delivered their people from my hand, so the God
of Hezekiah will not deliver His people from my hand.” 18 Then they called out with a loud
voice in Hebrew to the people of Jerusalem who were on the wall, to frighten them and trouble
them, that they might take the city. 19 And they spoke against the God of Jerusalem, as against
the gods of the people of the earth—the work of men’s hands.

E. But Hezekiah had put his trust in the God of heaven and when the chips were down, God acted and
conquered (2 Chron 32:20-22).
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1. 2 Chronicles 32:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 Now because of this King Hezekiah and the prophet
Isaiah, the son of Amoz, prayed and cried out to heaven. 21 Then the LORD sent an angel who
cut down every mighty man of valor, leader, and captain in the camp of the king of Assyria. So
he returned shamefaced to his own land. And when he had gone into the temple of his god, some
of his own offspring struck him down with the sword there. 22 Thus the LORD saved Hezekiah
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib the king of Assyria, and from the
hand of all others, and guided them on every side.

VI. APPLICATION & VALUABLE LESSONS FOR US TO LEARN TODAY.
A. If leaders and people put their trust in things or persons other than Jehovah God, the people will

perish as weak and sinful.
1. If leaders put their trust in God, they can instill courage and confidence in the people and cause

them to march victoriously against any foe.
2. No matter how much courage or confidence the enemies of God may display, one man with

reliance upon God can bring them to their knees.
3. People need leaders who:

a. Know what is right and will encourage others to do right.
b. Will personally demonstrate their reliance upon God.
c. Have the courage to stand for God against evil, no matter who is involved, put away the

wrong, and establish the right.
4. PREACHERS, “whereon do ye trust?”  

a. Some school? A piece of paper? man? or “religious party?”  or, upon God?
5. ELDERS, or the men of the congregation - “whereon do ye trust?” 

a. Some school to train the next generation? another congregation? your preacher? fate or mere
chance?

B. GOD IS WORTHY OF OUR COMPLETE TRUST - because of HIS CHARACTER
1. God is HOLY - Psa.99:3; 1 Pet.1:15

a. Psalm 99:3 (NKJV) — 3 Let them praise Your great and awesome name— He is holy.
b. 1 Peter 1:15 (NKJV) — 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your

conduct,
2. God is JUST -  Deuteronomy 32:4 (NKJV) — 4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His

ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.
3. God is RIGHTEOUS - Deut.32:4

a. You can’t put your trust in someone of questionable character - but you can PUT ALL your
TRUST in GOD.

C. GOD IS WORTHY OF OUR TRUST - Because of HIS COMPETENCE
1. God is OMNIPOTENT - Gen.1:1; Heb.11:3; Rom.1:20

a. Genesis 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
b. Hebrews 11:3 (NKJV) — 3 By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word

of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.
c. Romans 1:20 (NKJV) — 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse,

2. God is OMNISCIENT - Isa.40:13,14; 1 Jn.3:20
a. Isaiah 40:13 (NKJV) — 13 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, Or as His counselor

has taught Him?
(1) Isaiah 40:14 (NKJV) — 14 With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him,

And taught Him in the path of justice? Who taught Him knowledge, And showed Him
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the way of understanding?
b. 1 John 3:20 (NKJV) — 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and

knows all things.
3. God is OMNIPRESENT - Psalm 139:7–12 (NKJV) — 7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or

where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed
in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. 11
If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall be light about me; 12 Indeed,
the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light
are both alike to You.
a. You can't put your trust in someone who is INCOMPETENT - but you can PUT ALL your

TRUST in GOD.
D. GOD IS WORTHY OF OUR TRUST - Because of HIS CONSISTENCY

1. Heb.13:8– “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today, yea and for ever.”
2. God has been the strength of every man who has put their trust in Him - Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV)

— 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He
Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
a. You can't put your trust in someone who is INCONSISTENT - but you can PUT ALL your

TRUST in GOD.
E. GOD IS WORTHY OF OUR TRUST - Because of HIS COMPASSION

1. Jesus came to reveal the Father - John 14:7–11 (NKJV) — 7 “If you had known Me, you would
have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 8 Philip said
to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, “Have I been
with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the
Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father,
and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the
Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father
in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.

2. Jesus taught and exemplified compassion - Matt.14:14; Lk.15:20
a. Matthew 14:14 (NKJV) — 14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and He

was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick.
b. Luke 15:20 (NKJV) — 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still a

great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him.

3. God’s compassion is beyond question when we think of the gift of Jesus - John 3:16 (NKJV)
— 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
a. AND YOU MOST CERTAINLY can't put your trust in someone WHO DOES NOT CARE

- but you can PUT ALL your TRUST in GOD.

VII. IN CONCLUSION:
A.  Mark 4:35-41 - “35 And on that day, when even was come, he saith unto them, Let us go over unto

the other side. 36 And leaving the multitude, they take him with them, even as he was, in the boat.
And other boats were with him. 37 And there ariseth a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into
the boat, insomuch that the boat was now filling. 38 And he himself was in the stern, asleep on the
cushion: and they awake him, and say unto him, 
1. Teacher, carest thou not that we perish? 39 And he awoke, and rebuked the wind, and said

unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 And he said
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unto them, Why are ye fearful? have ye not yet faith? 41 And they feared exceedingly, and
said one to another, Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

B. Psalm 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, And you perish in the way, When His
wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all those who put their trust in Him.

C. Will you come to Jesus TODAY - trusting in GOD and being obedient to His every command?
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