
Where Are You? - Genesis 3:9
Intro:

A. I was sent this email - which went hand in hand with the lesson I want to present this morning:
1. "A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that

someone was at home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at the door. Therefore, he took
out a business card and wrote 'Revelation 3:20' on the back of it and stuck it in the door. When
the offering was processed the following Sunday, he found that his card had been returned.
Added to it was this cryptic message, "Genesis 3:10." Reaching for his Bible to check out the
citation, he broke up in gales of laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I stand at the door and
knock.' Genesis 3:10 reads, 'I heard your voice in the garden and I was afraid for I was naked.'"

B. This morning I want to focus on the first question God ever asked His creation - it is a single
question that God asked Adam and Eve in Genesis 3:9 - "Where art thou?"(KJV) - Where Are
YOU?

C. This questions found in Genesis 3:8-11 (NKJV) — 8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 Then the LORD God called to Adam
and said to him, “Where are you?” 10 So he said, “I heard Your voice in the garden, and I was afraid
because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have
you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you that you should not eat?” ---- are ones that we
should be willing to ask ourselves because when one sins there is:
1. The natural response is to hide -
2. But we need to note that God came down to sinful man – A voice of grace, mercy & love – John

3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
a. God knew where Adam was – Psalm 139:1–12 (NKJV) — 1 O LORD, You have searched

me and known me. 2 You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my
thought afar off. 3 You comprehend my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with
all my ways. 4 For there is not a word on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know it
altogether. 5 You have hedged me behind and before, And laid Your hand upon me. 6 Such
knowledge is too wonderful for me; It is high, I cannot attain it. 7 Where can I go from Your
Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If
I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell
in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right
hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall
be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as
the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You.

3. The first question is designed to bring self examination, a confession & repentance in the life of
the ones examined.

D. So as we ask ourselves this same question, lets look at how we would answer the question when we
are found in:

II. When Found In Sin – (In The World)? - this is a state of Alienation because we are out of harmony
with God! This also leads to a host of behavior problems associated with it.
A. Alienated from God – Eph. 2:11,12

1. Ephesians 2:11-12 - 11 Therefore remember that you, once Gentiles in the flesh—who are
called Uncircumcision by what is called the Circumcision made in the flesh by hands—12 that
at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers
from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.
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B. A Life of Unrighteousness – 1 Cor. 6:9,10
1. 1 Corinthians 6:9-10 - 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of

God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals,
nor sodomites,10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will
inherit the kingdom of God.

C. Life lived In Rebellion – 1 Sam. 15:22,23; Acts 13:6-10
1. 1 Samuel 15:22-23 - 22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings

and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice,
And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected
you from being king."

2. Acts 13:6-10 - 6 Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain
sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus,7 who was with the proconsul,
Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the
word of God.8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking
to turn the proconsul away from the faith.9 Then Saul, who also is called Paul, filled with the
Holy Spirit, looked intently at him10 and said, "O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the
devil, you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the
Lord?

D. Disobedient – Col. 3:5,6
1. Colossians 3:5-6 - 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth: fornication,

uncleanness, passion, evildesire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.6 Because of these things
the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,

E. Not Ready – Acts 24:25
1. Acts 24:25 - 25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to come,

Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I will call for
you."

F. Almost Persuaded – Acts 26:9-11 — The song Almost persuaded now to believe...“Almost but
lost....”
1. Acts 26:9-11 - 9 "Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus

of Nazareth.10 "This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against
them.11 "And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and
being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities."

III. When Found In Religious Error? - This state is a chosen state by many, yet the good honest heart will
always carefully examine all that is said and taught in light of what is revealed in God’s Word.
A. Obeyed A False Gospel – Gal. 1:6-9; Matt 7:21,22; 2 Jn 9

1. Galatians 1:6-9 - 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the
grace of Christ, to a different gospel,7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you
and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.9 As we have said
before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have
received, let him be accursed.

2. Matthew 7:21-22 - 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 "Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?'
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3. 2 John 9 - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have
God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

B. Vain Worship – John 4:24; Matt. 15:7-9
1. John 4:24 - 24 "God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."
2. Matthew 15:7-9 - 7 "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesyabout you, saying: 8 ‘These people

draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.
9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.' "

C. Churches of Men – Mat 15:13;
1. Matthew 15:13 - 13 But He answered and said, "Every plant which My heavenly Father has not

planted will be uprooted.
D. A Way That Seems Right – Prov. 14:12; Matt. 7:21-23

1. Proverbs 14:12 - 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
2. Matthew 7:21-22 - 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of

heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 "Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonders in Your name?'

E. Paul Was – But Changed – Acts 26:9-11
1. Acts 26:9-11 - 9 "Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of Jesus

of Nazareth.10 "This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison, having
received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against
them.11 "And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to blaspheme; and
being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

IV. When Found In Unfaithfulness? - this is not primarily a missing of worship, but an attitude of
heart.,, ie A man may never commit adultery with another physically but in the heart they can.

A. In love with the world – 1 John 2:15-17; Mat. 6:24
1. 1 John 2:15-17 - 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world,

the love of the Father is not in him.16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust
of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.17 And the world is
passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

2. Matthew 6:24 - 24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

B. Entangled again in the world – 2 Pet. 2:20-22
1. 2 Peter 2:20-22 - 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the

knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and overcome,
the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.21 For it would have been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them.22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
"A dog returns to his own vomit," and, "a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire."

C. Ungodliness, sinful pleasure – Gal. 5:16-21; Heb. 11:24,25; 1 Pet. 4:18
1. Galatians 5:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust

of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these
are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you are led
by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that
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those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
2. Hebrews 11:24-25 - 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of

Pharaoh's daughter,25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy
the passing pleasures of sin,

3. 1 Peter 4:18 - 18 Now "If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the
sinner appear?"

D. Self deception – Gal. 6:7,8
1. Galatians 6:7-8 - 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that he

will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who sows
to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.

E. Forsaken duty – Heb. 10:25
1. Hebrews 10:25 - 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of

some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
F. Neglectfulness – Heb. 2:1-4

1. Hebrews 2:1-4 - Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have heard, lest
we drift away.2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression
and disobedience received a just reward,3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation,
which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard
Him,4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts
of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

V. In Faithful Service? - we need to recognize! - this is the only state that does not hide from God.
A. Reasonable – Rom. 12:1,2

1. Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 And do not
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

B. Growing & Bearing Fruit – 2 Pet. 1:5-10; 3:18; Jno 15:4-6; Gal 5:22,23
1.  2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith

virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For
if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;
a. 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) — 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior

Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
2. John 15:4-6 - 4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it

abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.5 "I am the vine, you are the branches.
He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.6 "If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are burned.

3. Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

C. Building Up One Another – Heb. 10:24; Eph. 4:11-16
1. Hebrews 10:24 - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,
2. Ephesians 4:11-16 - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some

evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of
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ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ,13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ;14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting,15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

D. Giving To The Lord's Work – 1 Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 8:6-8
1. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to

the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:2 On the first day of the week let each one of you
lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

2. 2 Corinthians 8:6-8 - 6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete this
grace in you as well.7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all
diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not by
commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others.

E. About Our Father's Business – Luke 2:49; Acts 8:4
1. Luke 2:49 - 49 And He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be

about My Father's business?"
2. Acts 8:4 - 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

VI. Conclusion: When we answer the question "Where Art thou" and we find ourselves in one of 4
situations:

A. In The World?
1. In Religious Error?
2. In Unfaithfulness?
3. Or In Faithful Service?

B. When man sins – the natural response is to hide – John 3:20
1. God came down to sinful man – A voice of grace, mercy & love – John 3:16
2. God knows where YOU are – Psa. 139:1-12
3. Questions designed to bring self examination, confession, repentance & obedience – Acts 2:38;

1 Jn 1:9; Acts 8:22
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

c. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps
the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

C. Are you Ready For The Appearance of the Lord? 
1. 2 Tim. 4:8; Matt. 25:1-13; 2 Thess. 1:7-9

a. 2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also
to all who have loved His appearing.

b. Matthew 25:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 “Then the kingdom of heaven shall be likened to ten virgins
who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. 2 Now five of them were wise,
and five were foolish. 3 Those who were foolish took their lamps and took no oil with them,
4 but the wise took oil in their vessels with their lamps. 5 But while the bridegroom was
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delayed, they all slumbered and slept. 6 “And at midnight a cry was heard: ‘Behold, the
bridegroom is coming; go out to meet him!’ 7 Then all those virgins arose and trimmed their
lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going
out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘No, lest there should not be enough for us and you;
but go rather to those who sell, and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they went to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding; and the door
was shut. 11 “Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open to us!’ 12 But
he answered and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 “Watch therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

c. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

2. For just as in the garden of Eden - His coming was unannounced, so to will it be in the great and
final day or in the day of our death.
a. Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment,
b. Revelation 22:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am

coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus! 21 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ
be with you all. Amen.
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