
An In Depth Look At Where You Are With God - Genesis 3:9
Honesty Is A Must

Intro:
A. In Last weeks lesson we looked at the first question God ever asked his Creation - Genesis 3:9 -

“Where Art Thou?”
B. In today;s lesson we want to examine this very same question - with regards to ourselves.

1. The first question - Where are you with God - Saved or Lost?
2. Who told You this? - Priests, Pastor, church member ect
3. What have you done to be saved? - Accepted Jesus, prayed etc.

C. Now three questions with regards to Salvation:
1. HAS THE MESSAGE CHANGED in 2000 years?
2. CAN THE TERMS OF ENTRANCE INTO THE KINGDOM OF GOD BE FOUND AND

UNDERSTOOD?
3. WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THE TRUTH REVEALED?

a. THIS IS YOUR DECISION ….
D. There are three realms in mans life - two are temporary and one is permanent (eternal)

1. One Is the Physical realm. - The World (Earth)
a. It is only in this realm that our state can be changed.

2. And Two are in the Spiritual realm. - (Hadean World and Eternal World)
a. In these realms there can be no changing - the choices made here today affect were we are

in these realms.

II. THE PHYSICAL WORLD - Created by God in Genesis 1& 2 - The Realm we are in today!
A. Entered into by physical birth - thus our state with God begins (This is a SAFE STATE - neither

saved or lost)
1. "But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the

kingdom of heaven.”" (Matthew 19:14, NKJV)
2. "and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you

will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven." (Matthew 18:3, NKJV)
3. Not Born In Sin!

a. Innocent Until - They (Ezek. 18:20) — 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not
bear the guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the
righteous shall be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

b. SIN - this is commonly refered to as the Age of Accountability
c. Sin brings forth Death - This is spiritual separation from God as well as physical death since

the separation from the Tree of Life)
B. This is a state we all find ourselves in - Romans 3:23; 6:23

1. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
a. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2. How does the infant go from SAFETY to THIS LOST CONDITION IN SIN?
3.  James 1:14-15 - “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and

enticed. 15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.”  - The King James Version, (Cambridge: Cambridge) 1769.
a. NOTICE THE PROGRESSION JAMES HERE STATES:

(1) Tempted
(2) Drawn Away
(3) Enticed
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(4) Conceived
(5) BRINGS FORTH SIN
(6)  and Sin brings forth Death

b. Just as SIN IS THE DIVIDING LINE - we have dividing lines through out the realms.
C. Understanding One’s Condition

1. One is either in the SAFE, LOST or SAVED state.
a. When one has sinned and is in death - they are in darkness and bondage - Rom 6:16

(1) Romans 6:16 - "Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,
you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness?" 

b. Or in the Kingdom of Light - Col 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power
of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
(1) cf. 1 John 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and

declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But
if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin,
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say
that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.

(2) "He has delivered us from the power of darkness … Col 1:13
2. IF one dies in this LOST STATE - the depart this physical world to the Hadean world into

Torment - Luke 16:23 (NKJV) — 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and
saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
a. This state awaits the Final Judgment - 2 Cor 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear

before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he has done, whether good or bad - cf .Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And
as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, ----  and hears those words
of “Depart I never knew you!” - cf Matthew 7:23

b. Hell is the eternal state - Matt 8:12  (NKJV) — 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast
out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
(1) cf. Matthew 25:46 (NKJV) — 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment,

but the righteous into eternal life.”
3. We have noted how ones gets separated from God - now it is important to know that in this

realm this is the only realm that we can change our state - the sin that put us into death does not
have to be an eternal death sentence, by God’s grace, love and mercy we can changed!

D. Understanding how one changes their STATE - 
1. Begins with Hearing and Believing

a. Romans 10:17 - “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”
b. John 8:24 -  “I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that

I am he, ye shall die in your sins.” 
2. Repentance

a. Acts 2:38 - “Then Peter said unto them, Repent…”
b. Acts 17:30 - “And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men

every where to repent”
3. Confession

a. Romans 10:9-10 - “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the
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heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation. 
(1) NOTE the WORD - “UNTO”
(2) Note also we are still separated from God through all these steps.

4. Baptism (A burial - this is the mode)
a. Galatians 3:26-27 - “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many

of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.” - KJV – Cambridge Edition
b. NOTE the Word - “INTO”

(1) Note this is the transitional point of crossing over from darkness into light - just as Col
1:13 states.

(2) The Lost State is no more - now what is in view is heaven (Unfold the chart)
(3) This is where change occurs - Romans 6:1-5

(a) Romans 6:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that
grace may abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in
it? 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,

(b) Newness of life does not start before the resurrection - also a good question to ask
here is - Why would you bury a live person?

(4) We are now Saved (because we were lost) and in the Body of Christ - Acts 2:47 (NKJV)
— 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily those who were being saved. ---- The Lord does the adding not man!
(a) See the two charts - who can oppose such truths and If when...

E. We are now in the SAVED state - in the kingdom of Light and therefore Free - Col 1:13; Rom 8:16
(NKJV) — 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God,
1.  It is in this State that we are to GROW - The faith that put us into Christ is not sufficient to take

us to Heaven - unless we physically died in the water - which to my knowlege has never
happened. - 2 Peter 3:14–18 (NKJV) — 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things,
be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and consider that the
longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the
wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these
things, in which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist
to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved,
since you know this beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led
away with the error of the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

2. 2 Peter 1:1-11  (NKJV) — 1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those
who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus
Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord,
3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the
knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 5 But also for
this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if these things are yours and abound,
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you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who
lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from
his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure,
for if you do these things you will never stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
a. 2 Peter 1:5-7 - And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue

knowledge; 6 And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience
godliness; 7 And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 

b. Gal 5:22-23 (NKJV) — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.

3. But here In Peter we need to note that we can be lost as well:
a. 2 Peter 1:9 - “But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath

forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.”
b. Being faithful - means faithful in all things commanded - Revelation 2:10 - “…: be thou

faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 
4. If we die in a faithful state - we go to the Hadean World (Spirit realm) - to Paradise - Luke

16:19-31 (NKJV) — 19 “There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen
and fared sumptuously every day. 20 But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores,
who was laid at his gate, 21 desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man’s
table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 So it was that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 And being
in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
24 “Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may
dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25 But
Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 And besides all this,
between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you
cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that
you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them,
lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29 Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the
prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them
from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”
a. We Note from : Luke 16:19-31 - “..to pass, that the beggar died, .. into Abraham’s bosom:

rich man also died, and was buried; 23 And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in torments, …
tormented in this flame. 

b. As with the dead in Torment - those in Hades will go to final Judgment as well - 2 Cor 5:10
but instead of the Depart they will hear Well Done - enter into Heaven - Rev 21:1-5
(1) Revelation 21:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first

heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John,
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on
the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these
words are true and faithful.”
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(2) In fulfillment of one of the precious promises of Christ - cf. John 14:1–6 (NKJV) — 1
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way
you know.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and
how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.

III. In Conclusion:
A. Three questions - just as pertinent today as in the garden of eden - have you honestly examined

where you are with God?
B. Genesis 3:9-11 - 9 And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.
11 And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree,(emph JC - the
what have you done question} whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? - The King
James Version, (Cambridge) 1769.
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