
WHAT IS TRUTH & THE DEFENSE OF THE TRUTH - 2 Timothy 4:1-3, 5
“THE TRUTH AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH”

Intro:
A. In courts of law - the idea of a trial is to get to the truth of the matter.   It is for this reason that

witnesses and juries are sworn in this these words - “I swear to tell the truth the whole truth and
nothing but the truth..... so help me God”

1. It therefore should be our whole aim in life to - “DESIRE THE TRUTH, THE WHOLE TRUTH,
AND NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH”

2. Christian or Non-Christian - why would you want to accept a lie.
a. No one I know likes to be lied to - why then in this matter of TRUTH!

B. You might be asking - “WHAT IS TRUTH?”  And that is a good question, one asked by Pilate in
– John 18:38

1. Truth COMES FROM GOD’S WORD – John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth.
Your word is truth.

a. It does Not Come From:
(1) Some Burning Sensation 
(2) Some Feeling That Are Better Felt Than Told
(3) Religion Of Our Parents, Friends or Family
(4) Traditional Practices

2. This TRUTH SETS ONE FREE – John 8:31-32  (NKJV) — 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews
who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”  - all others bring into bondage under the power of
the evil one.

a. We will discuss this more I our next lesson of - “Buying the Truth and Sell It Not”
C. The fact is - FALSE TEACHERS ABOUND! - 2 Tim. 4:3-4  (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables.

D. Are we study let US.....

II. “WE MUST DEMAND THE WHOLE TRUTH” – 2 Timothy 3:10-17  (NKJV) — 10 But you have
carefully followed my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11
persecutions, afflictions, which happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions
I endured. And out of them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution. 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving and
being deceived. 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of,
knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All
Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.
A. PREACHING IS SERIOUS BUSINESS- 2 Timothy 4:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I charge you therefore

before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and
His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching.

1. Timothy needed to be concerned about what God thought of his preaching – not what men thought
– (Gal 1:10; 1 Thess 2:4)

a. Galatians 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men?
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For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ.
b. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with

the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.
2. Judgment is coming – (Rom 14:10,12; Heb 9:27)

a. Romans 14:10 (NKJV) — 10 But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show
contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.

b. Romans 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.
c. Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment,
3. Souls are at stake – (1 Cor 9:16; 1 Tim 4:16)

a. 1 Corinthians 9:16 (NKJV) — 16 For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for
necessity is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!

b. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

B. The ONLY KIND OF PREACHING THAT IS PLEASING TO GOD IS:
1. The preachers task is to proclaim scripture and give the sense of it  (Neh 8:8; 2 Tim 2:15; Acts

20:27)
a. Nehemiah 8:8 (NKJV) — 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they

gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.
b. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
c. Acts 20:27 (NKJV) — 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

2. The power of conversion is ONLY found in the word of God – (1 Pet 1:22,23; Heb 4:12; Rom
1:16; 1 Cor 1:18,21; 1 Tim 4:16)

a. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

(1) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

b. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

c. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

d. 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

e. 1 Corinthians 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom
did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those
who believe.

f. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

3. The task of a faithful preacher revolves around the word of God – (Acts 6:3,4; 1 Tim 4:12-16)
a. Acts 6:3 (NKJV) — 3 Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven men of good

reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this business;
(1) Acts 6:4 (NKJV) — 4 but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of

the word.”
b. 1 Timothy 4:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the

believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention
to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given
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to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things;
give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself
and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who
hear you.

4. The preacher is to always preach the word, when it is wanted and when it is not – (Acts 7;
17:10,11; 18:4-6; 28:31)

a. Acts 17:10 (NKJV) — 10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to
Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews.

(1) Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.

b. Acts 18:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 And he reasoned in the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuaded both
Jews and Greeks. 5 When Silas and Timothy had come from Macedonia, Paul was compelled
by the Spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus is the Christ. 6 But when they opposed him and
blasphemed, he shook his garments and said to them, “Your blood be upon your own heads; I
am clean. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

c. Acts 28:31 (NKJV) — 31 preaching the kingdom of God and teaching the things which concern
the Lord Jesus Christ with all confidence, no one forbidding him.

5. The religious world TODAY says – “less Bible and more fun, humor, entertainment, things  really
relevant to our daily lives.”

6. This is no time for weak men or weak messages – (Acts 4:29-31; Phil. 1:20)
a. Acts 4:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that

with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that
signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when
they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

b. Philippians 1:20 (NKJV) — 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing
I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my
body, whether by life or by death.

7. When the word of God is preached – the word of man is NOT –
a. When the word of God is preached – the ultimate authority is appealed to – NOT the authority

of men!
b. When the word of God is preached – men learn what God says -

8. Preaching That Convinces 
a. The sinner of his sin – 
b. The false teacher of his error -
c. The seeker of what is true – 
d. The faithful that he is right! 

9. Preaching that rebukes - the sinner – the false teacher – the slacker – (Acts 2:36; Acts 7:51)
a. Acts 2:36 (NKJV) — 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made

this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
b. Acts 7:51 (NKJV) — 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always

resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.
10. Preaching that exhorts - men unto godliness & spiritual growth
11. Preaching that is “Long Suffering” - patience - (Gk. , makrothumia) is used in connection with

people, not events or circumstances. - Spiritual change usually takes time.
12. Preaching that is “doctrinal” - Rebuke tells people where they shouldn't be, while instruction in

doctrinal truth tells them where they should be. 
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C. Partial Truth Is Dangerous: see Acts 17 ---- Paul’s sermon on Mars Hill
1. Acts 15:1-2, 5 Acts 15:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the

brethren, “Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they
determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the
apostles and elders, about this question.

a. Acts 15:5 (NKJV) — 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It
is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them to keep the law of Moses.”

2. Galatians 5:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ
will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who becomes circumcised that he is a
debtor to keep the whole law.

a. Rat Poison Consists Of 99.995% fillers and grains that the rat normally eats.
b. It is the .005% poison that destroys the rat.

3. Partial Obedience Is Not Acceptable – 1 Sam. 15:20-23
a. 1 Samuel 15:20–23 (NKJV) — 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the

LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of
Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep
and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the
LORD your God in Gilgal.” 22 So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He
also has rejected you from being king.”

D. THE PROBLEM WITH “HALF TRUTHS”
1. A common practice – (politicians, salesmen, preachers, etc.)
2. A half truth is not the truth – Acts 5:1-4

a. Acts 5:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a
possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought
a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4
While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?
Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

3. Teaching ONLY part of what God says about a particular subject is a failure to teach the truth
a. Psalm 119:160 (NKJV) — 160 The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your

righteous judgments endures forever.
(1) John 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you

into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak;
and He will tell you things to come.

(2) Acts 20:27 (NKJV) — 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
b. “Saved by grace” – but leave off obedience – Eph. 2:8,9; Gal. 3:1; Titus 2:11,12; 3:4,5; 1 Pet.

1:22,23; 2 Thes 1:7-9; (Gen. 6; Josh. 6; etc)
(1) Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of

yourselves; it is the gift of God,
(a) Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(2) Galatians 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

(3) Titus 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
(a) Titus 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
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live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,
(4) Titus 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man

appeared,
(a) Titus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according

to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy
Spirit,

(5) 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

(a) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

(6) 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord
and from the glory of His power,

c. “Saved by faith” – but leave off repentance - Heb. 11:30; Lk. 13:3; Rom 6; 1 Cor. 6:11
(1) Hebrews 11:30 (NKJV) — 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled

for seven days.
(2) Luke 13:3 (NKJV) — 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
(3) 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NKJV) — 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed, but you

were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our
God.

d. “Saved by faith” – but leave off baptism – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26,27
(1) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

(3) Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
(a) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.
e. “Secure in Christ” – but leave off the need for faithfulness – Acts 2:42; 1 Cor. 10:1-13; 15:58;

Hebrews 3-4; 10; Rev 2:10; 1 John 1:9
(1) Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
(2) 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that

all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses
in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5
But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the
wilderness. 6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not lust after
evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idolaters as were some of them. As it is
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit
sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let
us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor
complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all
these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon
whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed
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lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

(3) 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

(4) Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you
will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

(5) 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

f. God is a God of LOVE but leave off His Judgement – John 3:16; 2 Thess 1:8,9; Heb 10:30
(1) John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
(2) 2 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not know

God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(a) 2 Thessalonians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from

the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
(3) Hebrews 10:30 (NKJV) — 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”

says the Lord. And again, “The LORD will judge His people.”
g. The Gospel consist of the Death, Burial &.Resurrection of Jesus – 1 Cor. 15:1-4

(1) 1 Corinthians 15:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For
I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures,

h. As long as you are SINCERE – John 4:24; Acts 23:1
(1) John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
(2) Acts 23:1 (NKJV) — 1 Then Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, “Men and brethren,

I have lived in all good conscience before God until this day.”
i. God BLESSES those who Serve Him – John 10:10; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim. 3:12; Eph 1:3

(1) John 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.
I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

(2) Acts 14:22 (NKJV) — 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue
in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”

(3) 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.

(4) Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

E. THE PROBLEM WITH PARTIAL EVIDENCE....
1. Results in false doctrine – (salvation by grace alone, saved by faith alone, once saved always saved,

Premillennialism, Pentecostalism, Oneness doc., etc)
2. Importance of the Inductive method of Bible study – Psa 119:160; 2 Tim 2:15; 3:16,17

a. Psalm 119:160 (NKJV) — 160 The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your
righteous judgments endures forever.

b. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
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(1) 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

(2) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

3. Reflects shallow thinking – Acts 17:11,12; 2 Tim. 2:15
a. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

(1) Acts 17:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,
prominent women as well as men.

b. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

4. Results in wrong conclusions – (Wrong decisions; faulty judgment; inappropriate actions) – Prov.
18:13

a. Proverbs 18:13 (NKJV) — 13 He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame
to him.

5. Can result in unjust criticism – (of those teaching the truth, in positions of authority; of another’s
actions, can destroy another’s character) - Prov. 11:13; 25:2; 1 Tim 6:4

a. Proverbs 11:13 (NKJV) — 13 A talebearer reveals secrets, But he who is of a faithful spirit
conceals a matter.

b. Proverbs 25:2 (NKJV) — 2 It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, But the glory of kings is
to search out a matter.

c. 1 Timothy 6:4 (NKJV) — 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and
arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,

6. Promotes strife and division – Rom. 16:17; 2 Cor. 12:20; Prov 16:28; 1 Tim 6:3-5
a. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) — 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and

offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
b. 2 Corinthians 12:20 (NKJV) — 20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I

wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults;

c. Proverbs 16:28 (NKJV) — 28 A perverse man sows strife, And a whisperer separates the best
of friends.

d. 1 Timothy 6:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with
godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over
words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5 useless wranglings of men of
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From
such withdraw yourself.

F. WE NEED THE WHOLE TRUTH!
1. EVEN When IT May Hurt:

a. Acts 20:26-27  (NKJV) — 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood
of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

b. Matt. 19:1-10 --- Marriage and Divorce
(1) Matthew 19:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass, when Jesus had finished these sayings,

that He departed from Galilee and came to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan. 2 And great
multitudes followed Him, and He healed them there. 3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing
Him, and saying to Him, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 4 And
He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning
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‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7
They said to Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put
her away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you
to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever
divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and
whoever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.” 10 His disciples said to Him, “If such
is the case of the man with his wife, it is better not to marry.”

c. Rich Young Ruler --- Matt. 19:16-22, 23-24
(1) Matthew 19:16–22 (NKJV) — 16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,

what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 17 So He said to him, “Why do you
call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the
commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’
‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ 19
‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 20 The
young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?” 21
Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But when the young man heard
that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

(2) Matthew 19:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you
that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 And again I say to you, it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of God.”

2. Luke 16: 25-29 --- No One Will came and Go teach From The Hadian World When They Have
The Truth on Earth.

a. Luke 16:25–29 (NKJV) — 25 But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you
are tormented. 26 And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that
those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 27 “Then
he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, 28 for I have
five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ 29
Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’

G. WE MUST HAVE NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH
1. We Don’t Need The Additions Of:

a. Creeds
b. Manuals
c. Decrees From Councils or Synods
d. Works Of Men – ie. Book of Mormon etc.

2. THE SCRIPTURES ALONE ARE SUFFICIENT – 2 Tim. 3:16-17  (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

III. BEWARE OF CHANGED TRUTH THIS IS THE PREACHING THAT DOES NOT PLEASE GOD
A. Gal. 1:6-9  (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the

grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and
want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
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gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so
now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be
accursed.

1. Another Gospel Condemns
2. Those Who Bring Another Message Are Condemned

B. Those Who Follow Such Are Deceived And Will Be Lost To.
1. 2 John 9-10  (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet
him;

a. Without The Doctrine Of Christ
b. You Don’t Have The Father
c. Nor The Son

2. And that is a serious thing.....
C. Preaching that yields to those who do not want sound teaching -

1. Sound doctrine is NOT popular today!!!!  - (cf. 1 Tim 1:9,10; 4:1)
a. 1 Timothy 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 knowing this: that the law is not made for a righteous person, but

for the lawless and insubordinate, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy and profane,
for murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers,

(1) 1 Timothy 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 for fornicators, for sodomites, for kidnappers, for liars, for
perjurers, and if there is any other thing that is contrary to sound doctrine,

b. 1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,

2. People are steeped in false theological systems – 
3. People want their preachers to justify their sinful behavior – not expose it – (John 3:19-21)

a. John 3:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 For everyone
practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed.
21 But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they
have been done in God.”

D. Paul has already warned Timothy that -
1. People will give heed to deceiving spirits - 1 Tim 4:1-2

a. 1 Timothy 4:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart
from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking lies in
hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron,

2. people will be lovers of self and pleasure - 2 Tim 3:1-2
a. 2 Timothy 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2

For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers,
disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

b. But after their own lusts. They will seek such kind of preaching as will accord with their carnal
desires; or such as will palliate their evil propensities, and deal gently with their vices. Comp.
Isaiah 30:10, "Speak unto us smooth things; prophesy deceits."  - —Barnes' Notes on the New
Testament

E. THERE ARE PLENTY OF PREACHERS WILLING TO ACCOMMODATE THE PEOPLE
1. Jeremiah 5:31 (NKJV)  - 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own

power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?
2. The PEOPLE WILL “TURN”

a. And shall be turned unto fables—Believe any kind of stuff and nonsense; for, as one has justly
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observed, "Those who reject the truth are abandoned by the just judgment of God to credit the
most degrading nonsense." . . . —Adam Clarke's Commentary

3. People will reject the Word of God, but believe in witchcraft, UFOs, ghosts, etc.
a. People will reject the Gospel of Christ, but accept religious traditions of men
b. People reject "sound doctrine", but accept "unhealthy teaching“ that endangers body and soul

F. The work of an evangelist is to -  “Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.” ---- TO PREACH THE TRUTH AND
NOTHING BUT THE TRUTH

1. The faithful preacher is to preach the whole counsel of God, (Acts 20:26–27 (NKJV) — 26
Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not
shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

a. Your duty is to DEMAND SUCH
2. Paul does not suggest that the way to reach an ungodly society is to so soften the message that

people will be comfortable with it. - Just the opposite is true – 
a. Paul does not suggest that we replace preaching with drama, entertainment, or recreation when

people tire of it – but rather to continue to preach the word . . .

IV. In Conclusion:
A. LET NO ONE DECEIVE YOU…

1. YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE To:
a. STUDY --- 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a

worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
b. GROW --- 2 Peter 3:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this

beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error
of the wicked; 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To
Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.

c. HAVE INTEGRITY --- Titus 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of
good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility,

2. AND
a. ADORN THE DOCTRINE --- Titus 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 not pilfering, but showing all good

fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.
b. NOT TO ADD To NOR TO TAKE AWAY --- Revelation 22:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify

to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things,
God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

B. So the question remains - DO YOU LOVE THE TRUTH?  The Whole TRUTH AND NOTHING
BUT THE TRUTH!

C. In our next lesson on truth we will focus of what Proverbs 23:23 means when it says “BUY THE
TRUTH and SELL IT NOT”

1. God Has Spoken - HE HAS REVEALED “THE TRUTH” do you have it?  
2. Do You Accept It?
3. Will you OBEY it?

D. I Close with this thought - from the movie a “Few Good Men” ---- I WANT THE TRUTH, Just Tell
me the truth, tell me the truth — YOU CAN’T HANDLE THE TRUTH!”

1. Can you Handle The Truth?
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