
“WHAT IS MAN THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM?” Psalm 8:4
Introduction:

A. This is a frequently raised query in Holy Writings
1. In addition to Psalm 8:4 it also is found in Job 7:17; Psalm 144:3 and Hebrews 2:6.

a. Psalm 8:4 (NKJV) — 4 What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that
You visit him?

b. Job 7:17 (NKJV) — 17 “What is man, that You should exalt him, That You should set Your
heart on him,

c. Psalm 144:3 (NKJV) — 3 LORD, what is man, that You take knowledge of him? Or the son
of man, that You are mindful of him?

d. Hebrews 2:6 (NKJV) — 6 But one testified in a certain place, saying: “What is man that
You are mindful of him, Or the son of man that You take care of him?

B. Perhaps the best way to answer this is to view it both negatively and then positively.
C. I have found the above method to be of great profit in both preaching, teaching and in writing.

II. DISCUSSION: WHAT IS MAN?  ---  NEGATIVE VIEWS.
A. Atheistic, evolutionary, humanistic view.

1. Such reduces man to an animalistic role and NOTHING higher.
2. ONLY fools hold such fallacious views of what man is (Psalm 14:1; 53:1).

a. Psalm 14:1 (NKJV) — 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt,
They have done abominable works, There is none who does good.

b. Psalm 53:1 (NKJV) — 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt,
and have done abominable iniquity; There is none who does good.

B. The Sadducean view.  This closely parallels the previous point.
1. Man void of a spirit.
2. Man void of a future after this life is over.
3. A creature of time and very brief time at that.
4. Death ends it all; man is like Rover the dog---when dead he is dead ALL OVER.
5. Matthew 22; Mark 12, Luke 20 and Acts 23:8 relate these fundamentals of Sadducean doctrine

to us.
a. Matthew 22:23–33 (NKJV) — 23 The same day the Sadducees, who say there is no

resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 24 saying: “Teacher, Moses said that if a man
dies, having no children, his brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for his
brother. 25 Now there were with us seven brothers. The first died after he had married, and
having no offspring, left his wife to his brother. 26 Likewise the second also, and the third,
even to the seventh. 27 Last of all the woman died also. 28 Therefore, in the resurrection,
whose wife of the seven will she be? For they all had her.” 29 Jesus answered and said to
them, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. 30 For in the
resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels of God in
heaven. 31 But concerning the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was spoken
to you by God, saying, 32 ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of
Jacob’? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” 33 And when the multitudes heard
this, they were astonished at His teaching.

b. Mark 12:18–27 (NKJV) — 18 Then some Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came
to Him; and they asked Him, saying: 19 “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a man’s brother
dies, and leaves his wife behind, and leaves no children, his brother should take his wife and
raise up offspring for his brother. 20 Now there were seven brothers. The first took a wife;
and dying, he left no offspring. 21 And the second took her, and he died; nor did he leave any
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offspring. And the third likewise. 22 So the seven had her and left no offspring. Last of all
the woman died also. 23 Therefore, in the resurrection, when they rise, whose wife will she
be? For all seven had her as wife.” 24 Jesus answered and said to them, “Are you not
therefore mistaken, because you do not know the Scriptures nor the power of God? 25 For
when they rise from the dead, they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like
angels in heaven. 26 But concerning the dead, that they rise, have you not read in the book
of Moses, in the burning bush passage, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? 27 He is not the God of the dead, but the
God of the living. You are therefore greatly mistaken.”

c. Luke 20:27–38 (NKJV) — 27 Then some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is a
resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 28 saying: “Teacher, Moses wrote to us that if a
man’s brother dies, having a wife, and he dies without children, his brother should take his
wife and raise up offspring for his brother. 29 Now there were seven brothers. And the first
took a wife, and died without children. 30 And the second took her as wife, and he died
childless. 31 Then the third took her, and in like manner the seven also; and they left no
children, and died. 32 Last of all the woman died also. 33 Therefore, in the resurrection,
whose wife does she become? For all seven had her as wife.” 34 Jesus answered and said to
them, “The sons of this age marry and are given in marriage. 35 But those who are counted
worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in
marriage; 36 nor can they die anymore, for they are equal to the angels and are sons of God,
being sons of the resurrection. 37 But even Moses showed in the burning bush passage that
the dead are raised, when he called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob.’ 38 For He is not the God of the dead but of the living, for all live to Him.”

d. Acts 23:8 (NKJV) — 8 For Sadducees say that there is no resurrection—and no angel or
spirit; but the Pharisees confess both.

6. They are on the wrong side of truth in EVERY New Testament appearance.
a. At least they were consistent in the errors they propagated!!

C. Epicurean view.
1. Paul met this at Athens in Acts 17.

a. Acts 17:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was
provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols. 17 Therefore he
reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the
marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. 18 Then certain Epicurean and Stoic
philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others
said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and
the resurrection. 19 And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we
know what this new doctrine is of which you speak? 20 For you are bringing some strange
things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things mean.” 21 For all the
Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to tell
or to hear some new thing.

2. He referred to it in his great resurrection chapter in I Corinthians 15.
a. 1 Corinthians 15:29–34 (NKJV) — 29 Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for

the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why then are they baptized for the dead? 30 And why
do we stand in jeopardy every hour? 31 I affirm, by the boasting in you which I have in
Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 32 If, in the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at
Ephesus, what advantage is it to me? If the dead do not rise, “Let us eat and drink, for
tomorrow we die!” 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 34 Awake
to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of God. I speak this to
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your shame.
3. It is the modern Hedonistic (playboy and playgirl) view of man by the pleasure-seekers, the mad

masses of our day.
D. The Deistic view.

1. Man has a maker, but one totally disinterested in him.
2. Leaves man without Heavenly help or divine guidance.

E. The Calvinistic view.
1. Man totally depraved at birth --- total hereditary depravity.
2. Man cannot do anything relative to salvation --- hence the need for unconditional salvation or

election.
3. Atonement not even inclusive of all --- hence the Limited Atonement by Christ on Calvary.
4. Man must have direct operation of Holy Spirit --- hence irresistible grace.
5. When saved, man cannot be lost --- hence the perseverance of the saints.

F. The Communistic view.
1. Man exists just for the state.
2. If unproductive or a threat to the state, liquidate him.

a. Russia, North Korea and China have done this to multiplied millions.

III. WHAT IS MAN? --- THE POSITIVE, BIBLICAL VIEW.
A. One made in the image of God, after his likeness (Gen. 1:26-27; 2:18ff; Psalm 100:3; 139:14; Ecc.

7:29; Matt. 19:4-5; Acts 17:28-29; James 3:9).
1. Genesis 1:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to

Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God
created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created
them.

2. Genesis 2:18ff (NKJV) — 18 And the LORD God said, “It is not good that man should be alone;
I will make him a helper comparable to him.” 19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every
beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call
them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave
names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was
not found a helper comparable to him. 21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on
Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the
rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the
man. 23 And Adam said: “This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be
called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And they were both
naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.

3. Psalm 100:3 (NKJV) — 3 Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not
we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

4. Psalm 139:14 (NKJV) — 14 I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made;
Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well.

5. Ecclesiastes 7:29 (NKJV) — 29 Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright, But
they have sought out many schemes.”

6. Matthew 19:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He
who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ 5 and said, ‘For this reason a
man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh’?
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7. Acts 17:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of
your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29 Therefore, since we are the
offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone,
something shaped by art and man’s devising.

8. James 3:9 (NKJV) — 9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who
have been made in the similitude of God.

B. One who has sinned and fallen (Gen. 3; I Kings 8:46; Rom. 3:89,23; I John 1:8,10).
1. Genesis 3:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which

the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat
of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the
trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said,
‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ” 4 Then the serpent said to the woman,
“You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took
of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
a. 1 Kings 8:46 (NKJV) — 46 “When they sin against You (for there is no one who does not

sin), and You become angry with them and deliver them to the enemy, and they take them
captive to the land of the enemy, far or near;

b. Romans 3:31 (NKJV) — 31 Do we then make void the law through faith? Certainly not! On
the contrary, we establish the law.

c. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
d. 1 John 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth

is not in us.
e. 1 John 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His

word is not in us.
2. Organic evolution not only denies man's creation but also man's fall.  George Gaylord Simpson,

Mr. Evolution of the twentieth century, said in his book, THE MEANING OF EVOLUTION,
“Man has not fallen; he has risen” (p. 310).

C. One who is lost in sin (Matt. 1:21; Luke 19:10).
1. Matthew 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name

JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”
2. Luke 19:10 (NKJV) — 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was

lost.”
D. An object of God's love (John 3:16-17; I John 4:19).

1. John 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be
saved.

2. 1 John 4:19 (NKJV) — 19 We love Him because He first loved us.
E. One who can obey the gospel and become a new creature, a child of God, a Christian, a saved person

(Rom. 10:16; Acts 6:7; Rom. 6:17-18; II Cor. 5:17; Gal. 3:26-27; Acts 11:26; 26:28; I Peter
4:16; Acts 2:47; Titus 3:5).
1. Romans 10:16 (NKJV) — 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “LORD,

who has believed our report?”
2. Acts 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied

greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
3. Romans 6:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
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obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been
set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) — 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.

5. Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

6. Acts 11:26 (NKJV) — 26 And when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. So it was
that for a whole year they assembled with the church and taught a great many people. And the
disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.

7. Acts 26:28 (NKJV) — 28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a
Christian.”

8. 1 Peter 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.

9. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added
to the church daily those who were being saved.

10. Titus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

F. One who can glorify God (Matt. 5:16; I Peter 2:12).
1. Matthew 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good

works and glorify your Father in heaven.
2. 1 Peter 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 having your conduct honorable among the Gentiles, that when they

speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good works which they observe, glorify God
in the day of visitation.

G. One who can win souls for heaven's cause (Dan. 12:2-3; Prov. 11:30; Matt. 28:18-20; Mark
16:15-16; Luke 24:47; John 20:23; Acts 1:8; Gal. 6:1; James 5:19-20).
1. Daniel 12:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake,

Some to everlasting life, Some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3 Those who are wise shall
shine Like the brightness of the firmament, And those who turn many to righteousness Like the
stars forever and ever.

2. Proverbs 11:30 (NKJV) — 30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls
is wise.

3. Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
of the age.” Amen.

4. Mark 16:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

5. Luke 24:47 (NKJV) — 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

6. John 20:23 (NKJV) — 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain
the sins of any, they are retained.”

7. Acts 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and
you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth.”

8. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual
restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted.
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9. James 5:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Brethren, if anyone among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, 20 let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way
will save a soul from death and cover a multitude of sins.

H. One who can go home to heaven in the next world (Matt. 25:21,23,34ff; John 14:1-3; Heb. 4:9;
11:10ff; John 5:28-29; I Peter 1:4; II Peter 3:13-14; Rev. 2,3; 22:14).
1. Matthew 25:21 (NKJV) — 21 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you

were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’

2. Matthew 25:23 (NKJV) — 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you
have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy
of your lord.’

3. Matthew 25:34ff (NKJV) — 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:
35 for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger
and you took Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was
in prison and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when
did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You
a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in
prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41 “Then
He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire
prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me in, naked and you did
not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then they also will answer Him,
saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these
will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

4. John 14:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

5. Hebrews 4:9 (NKJV) — 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.
6. Hebrews 11:10ff (NKJV) — 10 for he waited for the city which has foundations, whose builder

and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received strength to conceive seed, and she bore
a child when she was past the age, because she judged Him faithful who had promised. 12
Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born as many as the stars of the sky in
multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. 13 These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced
them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such
things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that
country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now
they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of whom it was
said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense. 20 By faith Isaac blessed
Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each
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of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when
he was dying, made mention of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave instructions
concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months by his
parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s
command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing
pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt;
for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for
he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling
of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 29 By faith they passed through
the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting to do so, were drowned. 30 By
faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days. 31 By faith the
harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she had received the spies with
peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and
Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith subdued
kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34 quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became
valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead raised
to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better
resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were slain with the
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains,
in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith,
did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better for us, that they should
not be made perfect apart from us.

7. John 5:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are
in the graves will hear His voice 29 and come forth—those who have done good, to the
resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

8. 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you,

9. 2 Peter 3:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward
to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless;

10. Revelation 2 (NKJV) — 1 “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says He
who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of the seven golden
lampstands: 2 “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you cannot bear those who
are evil. And you have tested those who say they are apostles and are not, and have found them
liars; 3 and you have persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and
have not become weary. 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first love.
5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the first works, or else I will
come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless you repent. 6 But this
you have, that you hate the deeds of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate. 7 “He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the
tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” ’ 8 “And to the angel of the church in
Smyrna write, ‘These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life: 9 “I
know your works, tribulation, and poverty (but you are rich); and I know the blasphemy of those
who say they are Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not fear any of those
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things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison,
that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will
give you the crown of life. 11 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches. He who overcomes shall not be hurt by the second death.” ’ 12 “And to the angel of
the church in Pergamos write, ‘These things says He who has the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I
know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And you hold fast to My name,
and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My faithful martyr, who was
killed among you, where Satan dwells. 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have
there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 15 Thus
you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate. 16 Repent, or
else I will come to you quickly and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth. 17 “He
who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will
give some of the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white stone, and on the stone a new
name written which no one knows except him who receives it.” ’ 18 “And to the angel of the
church in Thyatira write, ‘These things says the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,
and His feet like fine brass: 19 “I know your works, love, service, faith, and your patience; and
as for your works, the last are more than the first. 20 Nevertheless I have a few things against
you, because you allow that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce
My servants to commit sexual immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols. 21 And I gave her
time to repent of her sexual immorality, and she did not repent. 22 Indeed I will cast her into a
sickbed, and those who commit adultery with her into great tribulation, unless they repent of
their deeds. 23 I will kill her children with death, and all the churches shall know that I am He
who searches the minds and hearts. And I will give to each one of you according to your works.
24 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira, as many as do not have this doctrine, who have
not known the depths of Satan, as they say, I will put on you no other burden. 25 But hold fast
what you have till I come. 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the end, to him
I will give power over the nations— 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be
dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father; 28 and I will
give him the morning star. 29 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.” ’

11. Revelation 3 (NKJV) — 1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says
He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works, that you have a
name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain,
that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore
how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you. 4 You have
a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and they shall walk with Me
in white, for they are worthy. 5 He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will
not blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name before My Father and
before His angels. 6 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 7
“And to the angel of the church in Philadelphia write, ‘These things says He who is holy, He who
is true, “He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one
opens”: 8 “I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 9 Indeed I will
make those of the synagogue of Satan, who say they are Jews and are not, but lie—indeed I will
make them come and worship before your feet, and to know that I have loved you. 10 Because
you have kept My command to persevere, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall
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come upon the whole world, to test those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming
quickly! Hold fast what you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will
make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the
name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New Jerusalem, which comes down
out of heaven from My God. And I will write on him My new name. 13 “He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” ’ 14 “And to the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning
of the creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish
you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will
vomit you out of My mouth. 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have
need of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—18
I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and white garments,
that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your
eyes with eye salve, that you may see. 19 As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be
zealous and repent. 20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me. 21 To him who
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My
Father on His throne. 22 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.” ’ ”

12. Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) — 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

IV. IN CONCLUSION:
A. It makes all the difference in the world how we view man — whether in one or more of these

negative views or in the positive, Biblical view.
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