
THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE or THE VOICE OF GOD? - Exodus 32:21 (NKJV)
 21 And Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin upon

them?” - 1 Samuel 15:1,16,20,22 vrs 24
Intro:

A. In last weeks lesson we noted the rejection of King Saul due to his dis-obedience to the specific
commandments of the Lord.

1. We noted that Saul was commanded to take heed to the voice of the Lord - 1 Samuel
15:1,16,20,22

a. 1 Samuel 15:1 (NKJV) — 1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you king
over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.

b. 1 Samuel 15:16 (NKJV) — 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And I will tell you what
the LORD said to me last night.” And he said to him, “Speak on.”

c. 1 Samuel 15:20 (NKJV) — 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the
LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of
Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

d. 1 Samuel 15:22 (NKJV) — 22 So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt
offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

2. But, instead because of fear - he heeded the voice of the people vrs 24.
a. 1 Samuel 15:24 (NKJV) — 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed

the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their
voice.
(1) Many times “FEAR” makes us do irrational things - mention that commercial with the kids

running from a chainsaw killer - choice get in a running car or hide in the shed with multiple
chainsaws - I believe it was progressives ad.

b. We noted that even with good intentions changing the specific commands of God - is “as
Idolatry” - it is this connection that I want to address here today - especially in light of what is
happening with regards to the coronavirus.

3. Let me just state this for the record, this is not the first deadly virus to affect humans, and it will
not be the last - but the virus of sin and spiritual death is of greater concern to myself as it should
be to all.

B.  The connection to the wording of 1 Samuel 15 and Exodus 32 - should give us a good reason to
pause - in this heightened sensitivity with regards to the coronavirus.

C. The context of Exodus 32 - The Golden Calf
1. Exodus 32:1–35 (NKJV) — 1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from

the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us gods that
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we
do not know what has become of him.” 2 And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings
which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So
all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron.
4 And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made
a molded calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!” 5 So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and
said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” 6 Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play. 7 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go, get down! For your people whom you brought out
of the land of Egypt have corrupted themselves. 8 They have turned aside quickly out of the way
which I commanded them. They have made themselves a molded calf, and worshiped it and
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sacrificed to it, and said, ‘This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of Egypt!’ ”
9 And the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, and indeed it is a stiff-necked people!
10 Now therefore, let Me alone, that My wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them. And I will make of you a great nation.” 11 Then Moses pleaded with the LORD his God,
and said: “LORD, why does Your wrath burn hot against Your people whom You have brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 Why should the Egyptians
speak, and say, ‘He brought them out to harm them, to kill them in the mountains, and to
consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath, and relent from this
harm to Your people. 13 Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You
swore by Your own self, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of
heaven; and all this land that I have spoken of I give to your descendants, and they shall inherit
it forever.’ ” 14 So the LORD relented from the harm which He said He would do to His people.
15 And Moses turned and went down from the mountain, and the two tablets of the Testimony
were in his hand. The tablets were written on both sides; on the one side and on the other they
were written. 16 Now the tablets were the work of God, and the writing was the writing of God
engraved on the tablets. 17 And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they shouted, he
said to Moses, “There is a noise of war in the camp.” 18 But he said: “It is not the noise of the
shout of victory, Nor the noise of the cry of defeat, But the sound of singing I hear.” 19 So it was,
as soon as he came near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dancing. So Moses’ anger became
hot, and he cast the tablets out of his hands and broke them at the foot of the mountain. 20 Then
he took the calf which they had made, burned it in the fire, and ground it to powder; and he

scattered it on the water and made the children of Israel drink it. 21 And Moses said to
Aaron, “What did this people do to you that you have brought so great a sin
upon them?” 22 So Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the
people, that they are set on evil. 23 For they said to me, ‘Make us gods that shall go before us;
as for this Moses, the man who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has
become of him.’ 24 And I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them break it off.’ So they
gave it to me, and I cast it into the fire, and this calf came out.” 25 Now when Moses saw that
the people were unrestrained (for Aaron had not restrained them, to their shame among their
enemies), 26 then Moses stood in the entrance of the camp, and said, “Whoever is on the
LORD’s side—come to me!” And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together to him. 27
And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: ‘Let every man put his sword on his
side, and go in and out from entrance to entrance throughout the camp, and let every man kill his
brother, every man his companion, and every man his neighbor.’ ” 28 So the sons of Levi did
according to the word of Moses. And about three thousand men of the people fell that day. 29
Then Moses said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, that He may bestow on you a
blessing this day, for every man has opposed his son and his brother.” 30 Now it came to pass
on the next day that Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. So now I will
go up to the LORD; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 31 Then Moses returned to the
LORD and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves
a god of gold! 32 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your
book which You have written.” 33 And the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against
Me, I will blot him out of My book. 34 Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which
I have spoken to you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I
visit for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin.” 35 So the LORD plagued
the people because of what they did with the calf which Aaron made.

a. The people became restless - Moses their Leader has delayed his coming
b. Their trust in God’s Leadership has diminished - “we don’t know what has become of him”

Page 2 of  8



(1) Without argumentation or resistence Aaron - immediately sought an alternative innovating
with his own hands - a new god molded and fashioned like the nations gods that The Lord
God had delivered them from. - cf vrs 4 - “this is your god who brought you out of the land
of Eqypt.”

(2) Note here: the subject of their worship is changed - not just the object of their worship.
c. Now note: God like in 1 Samuel 15:23-24 - says in vrs 9-10

(1) God wants to start over.
d. With Moses’s return - the hear the noise of the people - vrs15-18

(1) The destruction of the tablets
(2) The destruction of the calves

e. Then the BIG QUESTION - vrs 21
(1) There is no excuse acceptable to God for changing the subject or object of our worship by

the innovations in the minds of men.
(2) As Samuel hacked Agag to pieces - note what happens here - vrs27-28 - 3000 fell

(a) This coronavirus may just be what is needed in the congregations of God’s people today
to see who is willing to stand on the Lord’s side - cf vrs 26 - or is and will be willing to
heed the voices of the people.

f. Brethren it is a SIN - to heed the voice of the people - cf vrs 30 and repentance is necessary.
(1) Sin is not without its consequences - vrs33-35

D. The Dangers I see:
1. God’s ways & man’s ways often conflict- (Isaiah 55:8-9; 1 Cor 1:25).

a. Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My
ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher
than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

b. 1 Corinthians 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the
weakness of God is stronger than men.

2. The way which seems right to a man may lead to death (Prov 16:25, cf. 12:15; Exo. 23:2).
a. Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV) — 25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way

of death.
b. Proverbs 12:15 (NKJV) — 15 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds

counsel is wise.
c. Exodus 23:2 (NKJV) — 2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in a

dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.
3. Not in man to direct our own steps- (Jer 10:23; cf. Psalm 25:4-5; Mat. 7:13,14).

a. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps.

b. Psalm 25:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 Show me Your ways, O LORD; Teach me Your paths. 5 Lead me
in Your truth and teach me, For You are the God of my salvation; On You I wait all the day.

c. Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate
and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

4. Christ is the head of the church, not people, —(Mat 28:l8; Eph 1:22-23; 1 Tim 6:l5).
a. Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
b. Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be

head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
c. 1 Timothy 6:15 (NKJV) — 15 which He will manifest in His own time, He who is the blessed

and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
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E. A few examples of when the voice of God is ignored over the voice of the people:
1. The people demanded gods – (Exodus 32:1-6) 

a. Exodus 32:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed coming down from
the mountain, the people gathered together to Aaron, and said to him, “Come, make us gods that
shall go before us; for as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of Egypt, we
do not know what has become of him.” 2 And Aaron said to them, “Break off the golden earrings
which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring them to me.” 3 So
all the people broke off the golden earrings which were in their ears, and brought them to Aaron.
4 And he received the gold from their hand, and he fashioned it with an engraving tool, and made
a molded calf. Then they said, “This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of
Egypt!” 5 So when Aaron saw it, he built an altar before it. And Aaron made a proclamation and
said, “Tomorrow is a feast to the LORD.” 6 Then they rose early on the next day, offered burnt
offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to
play.

2. Saul feared the people - (1 Samuel 15:9,15,21,24)
a. 1 Samuel 15:9 (NKJV) — 9 But Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the

oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them.
But everything despised and worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

b. 1 Samuel 15:15 (NKJV) — 15 And Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites;
for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and
the rest we have utterly destroyed.”

c. 1 Samuel 15:21 (NKJV) — 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of
the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in
Gilgal.”

d. 1 Samuel 15:24 (NKJV) — 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed
the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their
voice.

3. Israel demanded a king (1 Samuel 8:4-9).
a. 1 Samuel 8:4–9 (NKJV) — 4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel

at Ramah, 5 and said to him, “Look, you are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways. Now
make us a king to judge us like all the nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they
said, “Give us a king to judge us.” So Samuel prayed to the LORD. 7 And the LORD said to
Samuel, “Heed the voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you,
but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them. 8 According to all the works which
they have done since the day that I brought them up out of Egypt, even to this day—with which
they have forsaken Me and served other gods—so they are doing to you also. 9 Now therefore,
heed their voice. However, you shall solemnly forewarn them, and show them the behavior of
the king who will reign over them.”

4. The people demanded crucifixion – (Mat. 27:20-26)
a. Matthew 27:20–26 (NKJV) — 20 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the multitudes that

they should ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor answered and said to them,
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They said, “Barabbas!” 22 Pilate said to
them, “What then shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said to him, “Let Him be
crucified!” 23 Then the governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?” But they cried out all the
more, saying, “Let Him be crucified!” 24 When Pilate saw that he could not prevail at all, but
rather that a tumult was rising, he took water and washed his hands before the multitude, saying,
“I am innocent of the blood of this just Person. You see to it.” 25 And all the people answered
and said, “His blood be on us and on our children.” 26 Then he released Barabbas to them; and
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when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified.

II. The Application Today with regards to the Coronavirus:
A. People today still demand their molded ‘gods’ . . .  & leaders still comply – 

1. Relics & images – 1 Thessalonians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 For they themselves declare concerning
us what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve the living
and true God,

2. Denominationalism – (1 Cor. 1:10-13; Eph. 4:4-6)
a. 1 Corinthians 1:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

b. Ephesians 4:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.

3. Mechanical instruments in worship & the demand for entertainment – (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16,17)
a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
b. Colossians 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
(1) The cry today from some is - communion means we must all talk during the partaking of the

Lord’s Supper.
(2) I repent of being a Pharisee - now that I see more clearly — REALLY!

4. Recreation to draw people – carnal, social & secular emphasis - (Rom. 1:16; 14:17; 1 Cor.
11:22,34)

a. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

b. Romans 14:17 (NKJV) — 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

c. 1 Corinthians 11:22 (NKJV) — 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do
you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you?
Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you.

d. 1 Corinthians 11:34 (NKJV) — 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come
together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.

5. Demanding permissive doctrines – (2 Tim. 4:3-4) 
a. 2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,

but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to
fables.

B. People today still demand to serve God their own way . . . & leaders still fear  & comply – 
1. Worship isn’t worship – MUST be in spirit & truth – (John 4:24; Col. 3:17; Rom. 6:16-18;

Heb. 5:8)
a. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
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truth.”
b. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
c. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves

to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin,
yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

d. Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered.

2. God does NOT respect sacrifice in place of obedience – (Isa. 1:11-17; Jer. 7:2,23; Mat 23:23)
a. Isaiah 1:11–17 (NKJV) — 11 “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices to Me?” Says

the LORD. “I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams And the fat of fed cattle. I do not
delight in the blood of bulls, Or of lambs or goats. 12 “When you come to appear before Me,
Who has required this from your hand, To trample My courts? 13 Bring no more futile sacrifices;
Incense is an abomination to Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies—
I cannot endure iniquity and the sacred meeting. 14 Your New Moons and your appointed feasts
My soul hates; They are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out
your hands, I will hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear.
Your hands are full of blood. 16 “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; Put away the evil of
your doings from before My eyes. Cease to do evil, 17 Learn to do good; Seek justice, Rebuke
the oppressor; Defend the fatherless, Plead for the widow.

b. Jeremiah 7:2 (NKJV) — 2 “Stand in the gate of the LORD’s house, and proclaim there this
word, and say, ‘Hear the word of the LORD, all you of Judah who enter in at these gates to
worship the LORD!’ ”

c. Jeremiah 7:23 (NKJV) — 23 But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice, and
I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded
you, that it may be well with you.’

d. Matthew 23:23 (NKJV) — 23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe
of mint and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and
mercy and faith. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone.

3. To disobey God is to dishonor God!! To offer worship that God has NOT commanded is vain
worship and an act of disobedience!! – (Lev 10:1,2; Mal. 1:6; Mat. 15:7-9)

a. Leviticus 10:1 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and
put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not
commanded them.
(1) Leviticus 10:2 (NKJV) — 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they

died before the LORD.
b. Malachi 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the

Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of
hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your
name?’

c. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far
from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

C. People today still demand to be organized their own way . . . & some gladly comply – 
1. Prophets in Mormonism – Watchtower Society – Pope – Cardinals – Catholic Bishops & priest

– Synods – Councils – Committees - The ‘Pastoral’ system – (Jer. 5:31; Acts 20:29; Ep. 5:23;

Page 6 of  8



Tit 1:5-10) 
a. Jeremiah 5:31 (NKJV) — 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own

power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?
b. Acts 20:29 (NKJV) — 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in

among you, not sparing the flock.
c. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the

church; and He is the Savior of the body.
d. Titus 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should set in order the

things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as I commanded you—6 if a man is
blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not accused of dissipation or
insubordination. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as a steward of God, not self-willed, not
quick-tempered, not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, 8 but hospitable, a lover
of what is good, sober-minded, just, holy, self-controlled, 9 holding fast the faithful word as he
has been taught, that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who
contradict. 10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those
of the circumcision,

2. The Lord has organized the local church the way He wants it!! We need to leave it alone!! –
(Phili 1:1)

a. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints
in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

3. Missionary Society; Sponsoring churches; Institutions; Brotherhood joint actions, etc. - (1 Pet
5:2)

a. 1 Peter 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers,
not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;

D. People still persecute those standing for truth . . . & Many leaders provoke such – 
1. The preacher that exposes error is often labeled as the trouble maker – (1 Kings 18:18)

a. 1 Kings 18:18 (NKJV) — 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your
father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and have
followed the Baals.

2. The preacher that rebukes sin is often marked for retribution – (John 5:16-23; 7:19; Mat 14:4)
a. John 5:16–23 (NKJV) — 16 For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him,

because He had done these things on the Sabbath. 17 But Jesus answered them, “My Father has
been working until now, and I have been working.” 18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more
to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father,
making Himself equal with God. 19 Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assuredly, I
say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He
does, the Son also does in like manner. 20 For the Father loves the Son, and shows Him all
things that He Himself does; and He will show Him greater works than these, that you may
marvel. 21 For as the Father raises the dead and gives life to them, even so the Son gives life to
whom He will. 22 For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son, 23
that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does
not honor the Father who sent Him.

b. John 7:19 (NKJV) — 19 Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why
do you seek to kill Me?”

c. Matthew 14:4 (NKJV) — 4 Because John had said to him, “It is not lawful for you to have her.”
3. Sound preaching has never been popular with sinners who want to continue in their sin!! (Jer

5:31; Mat. 11:7-20)
a. Jeremiah 5:31 (NKJV) — 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their own
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power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?
b. Matthew 11:7–20 (NKJV) — 7 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the multitudes

concerning John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind?
8 But what did you go out to see? A man clothed in soft garments? Indeed, those who wear soft
clothing are in kings’ houses. 9 But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to you,
and more than a prophet. 10 For this is he of whom it is written: ‘Behold, I send My messenger
before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.’ 11 “Assuredly, I say to you, among
those born of women there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist; but he who is least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 12 And from the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 13 For all the prophets
and the law prophesied until John. 14 And if you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah who is to
come. 15 He who has ears to hear, let him hear! 16 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It
is like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their companions, 17 and saying: ‘We
played the flute for you, And you did not dance; We mourned to you, And you did not lament.’
18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon.’ 19 The Son of
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ But wisdom is justified by her children.” 20 Then He began to rebuke
the cities in which most of His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent:

4. What kind of preaching do we want? Noah? Jeremiah? John the Baptist? Jesus? Stephen? Paul?
(2 Tim 4:2-5)

a. 2 Timothy 4:2–5 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the
truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the
work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

III. In Conclusion:
A. People today still demand their molded ‘gods’ . . . 

1. Many people influence their leaders to be permissive . . .
2. Many demand organizations other than the Lord’s . . .
3. The people still persecute those standing for truth . . . 
4. Many Elders and Preachers have yielded

B. We can NEVER yield to the pressure to compromise on the truth – (2 Tim 4:2-4)
C. We can NEVER yield to the pressure to compromise with those who do not want the truth taught

- Acts 4:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach
in the name of Jesus. 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20 For we cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.”

1. Stand up For Jesus & His word
2. Encourage your Elders, and preachers to refuse to bow the knee to the voice of the people over

heeding the VOICE OF GOD.
3. Your SOULS SALVATION rests of what you do with GOD’S WORD!

Page 8 of  8


