
“WHEN THOU ART SPOILED, WHAT WILT THOU DO?” -  Jeremiah 4:30
Introduction:

A. We live in a prosperous country, during a time in history when prosperity and wealth is on most
peoples minds.

1. With higher learning and greater opportunities - the world we live in today is a spoiled world.
a. Spoiled by SIN first and foremost
b. Spoiled by the abundance of God’s blessings that we have forgot our CREATOR.
c. Spoiled by the luxuries and conveyances of our modern worship opportunities. 

2. We as Christians have an enemy (Satan) who is forever trying to corrupt our faith - it is up to us
individually and collectively to make sure that does not happen/

B. BUT, as with many questions in the BIBLE we must stop and consider the answers, for indeed this one
is a sad one, yet the answer shows it was necessary.

1. Jeremiah 4:30 (NKJV) — 30 “And when you are plundered, What will you do? Though you
clothe yourself with crimson, Though you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold, Though you
enlarge your eyes with paint, In vain you will make yourself fair; Your lovers will despise you; They
will seek your life.

a. The question here is a pertinent one - especially with regards to our present situation!
2. KJV - “WHEN THOU ART SPOILED, WHAT WILT THOU DO?” -  Jeremiah 4:30

a. I am asking this question of myself - the faith I have and the conviction I have made in my life -
have we allowed Satan to plunder/spoil our faith?

b. Make shipwreck of the the faith and the House of God?
C. May the understanding in our study cause all to learn to ̀ `boil forth'' in the ̀ `low valley'' of life, as well

as on the ``high plain.''
D. Let us remember that God's question, spoken by his servant, will always teach or lead to a greater

understanding about self (nations) and God himself and His righteous way(s).
E. As we OUTLINE this sermon it falls into 3 segments:

1. THE TEXT (spoiled) meaning of the term.
2. THE MAN (Jeremiah) THE MESSENGER ; THE PEOPLE AND TIMES.
3. THE APPLICATION FOR US TODAY (Rom. 15:4; I Cor. 10:11-12; Jude 3).

II. DISCUSSION: - THE TEXT MENTIONS - “SPOILED” “PLUNDERED”?
A. The Hebrew word --- Shadad, dead, destroy, oppress, utterly (lay) waste (Strong's Exhaustive

Concordance, Heb. Dict. p. 113).
B. Various translations.

1. KJV --- spoiled.
2. ASV --- O desolate one.
3. Amplified Bible --- desolate.
4. NIV --- devastated.
5. NKJV - Plundered

C. The context of this statement is found in Jeremiah’s utter sorrow for God’s chosen people:
1. Jeremiah 4:19–31 (NKJV) — 19 O my soul, my soul! I am pained in my very heart! My heart

makes a noise in me; I cannot hold my peace, Because you have heard, O my soul, The sound of the
trumpet, The alarm of war. 20 Destruction upon destruction is cried, For the whole land is plundered.
Suddenly my tents are plundered, And my curtains in a moment. 21 How long will I see the standard,
And hear the sound of the trumpet? 22 “For My people are foolish, They have not known Me. They
are silly children, And they have no understanding. They are wise to do evil, But to do good they
have no knowledge.” 23 I beheld the earth, and indeed it was without form, and void; And the
heavens, they had no light. 24 I beheld the mountains, and indeed they trembled, And all the hills
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moved back and forth. 25 I beheld, and indeed there was no man, And all the birds of the heavens
had fled. 26 I beheld, and indeed the fruitful land was a wilderness, And all its cities were broken
down At the presence of the LORD, By His fierce anger. 27 For thus says the LORD: “The whole
land shall be desolate; Yet I will not make a full end. 28 For this shall the earth mourn, And the
heavens above be black, Because I have spoken. I have purposed and will not relent, Nor will I turn
back from it. 29 The whole city shall flee from the noise of the horsemen and bowmen. They shall
go into thickets and climb up on the rocks. Every city shall be forsaken, And not a man shall dwell
in it. 30 “And when you are plundered, What will you do? Though you clothe yourself with crimson,
Though you adorn yourself with ornaments of gold, Though you enlarge your eyes with paint, In vain
you will make yourself fair; Your lovers will despise you; They will seek your life. 31 “For I have
heard a voice as of a woman in labor, The anguish as of her who brings forth her first child, The
voice of the daughter of Zion bewailing herself; She spreads her hands, saying, ‘Woe is me now, for
my soul is weary Because of murderers!’

III. THE MAN JEREMIAH - MESSENGER OF GOD (as is the case of all teachers and preachers).
A. The book which bears his name will include prophecies which will predict the punishment of Judah

and Jerusalem, their apostasy and idolatry.
B. Jeremiah would never (in the sight of man's wisdom) become the “popular” prophet.  

1. Truly destined to be the ``weeping'' prophet.
C. He would not be a prophet such as Isaiah with his (Isaiah's) literary genius, but he will stand equal to

his given task.
D. In fulfilling this task he will reveal the — 

1. Depth of his emotions.
2. The love for the nation.
3. His sympathy with the people.  With a love second to none.
4. This prophet of God, this man with a message of  ``doom.''

a. “It is an evil thing and bitter, that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in
thee saith the Lord God of host” - (Jer. 2:19b).

E. THE PEOPLE AND TIMES.
1. Historical background (II Kings 22-23; II Chron. 34-36).

a. Oriental:  The Scythians swept down the Mediterranean coast as far as Egypt.  
(1) Nabopolassar, king of Babylon, revolted against Nineveh in the year 625 B.C. 
(2) The Chaldaeans now became a threat to Judah.  
(3) Nabopolassar and the Scythians overthrew and destroyed Nineveh 612 B.C.  
(4) War between Chaldaea and Egypt followed.  
(5) Jerusalem paid tribute, being brought under  Babylon 606/605.  
(6) That year the first group carried into Babylon from Judah.  

b. Judah revolted, Nebuchadnezzar carried a second group into captivity, 597. 
(1) Again Judah revolted, and Nebuchadnezzar sacked the city --- the final captivity, 586 B.C.

2. Judah:  Moral reform was undertaken by Josiah, but it lacked permanency --- it was outward.
a. He destroyed the altars and high places.  
b. Jeremiah was his contemporary, he worked on the hearts.  
c. Both moral and religious conditions were at a low ebb.  
d. From a human point of view the prophet was fighting a losing battle.

IV. THE APPLICATION FOR TODAY : I Cor. 10:11-12; Jude 3; Rom. 15:14.
A. 1 Corinthians 10:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they

were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him

Page 2 of  10



who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
1. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common

salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

2. Romans 15:14 (NKJV) — 14 Now I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also
are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

B. The scriptures - Galatians 5:9; Matthew 13:33-35 cf vrs 37-43 - (speak of the spoiling nature of
leaven)

1. Galatians 5:7–11 (NKJV) - 7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8 This
persuasion does not come from Him who calls you. 9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump. 10
I have confidence in you, in the Lord, that you will have no other mind; but he who troubles you
shall bear his judgment, whoever he is. 11 And I, brethren, if I still preach circumcision, why do I
still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross has ceased.

a. 1 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NKJV) - 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump,
since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 8
Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

(1) “A Little Leaven” - Metaphorically - Typically refers to the pervasive influence of false doctrine
& sin —  Gal. 5:9; 1 Cor. 5:6

(a) LEAVEN (Noun and Verb) A. Noun.
i) zume (2219), “leaven, sour dough, in a high state of fermentation,” was used in general in

making bread. It required time to fulfill the process. Hence, when food was required at short
notice, unleavened cakes were used, e.g., Gen. 18:6; 19:3; Exod. 12:8. The Israelites were
forbidden to use “leaven” for seven days at the time of Passover, that they might be reminded
that the Lord brought them out of Egypt “in haste,” Deut. 16:3, with Exod. 12:11; the
unleavened bread, insipid in taste, reminding them, too, of their afflictions, and of the need
of self-judgment, is called “the bread of affliction.” “Leaven” was forbidden in all offerings
to the Lord by fire, Lev. 2:11; 6:17. Being bred of corruption and spreading through the mass
of that in which it is mixed, and therefore symbolizing the pervasive character of evil,
“leaven” was utterly inconsistent in offerings which typified the propitiatory sacrifice of
Christ. - Vine, W. E., Unger, M. F., & White, W., Jr. (1996). Vine’s Complete Expository
Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN: T. Nelson.

(2) "Leaven of the Pharisees & Sadducees, “which included their teaching & hypocrisy” - cf. Matt.
16:5-12; Lk 12:1

(a) Matthew 16:5–12 (NKJV) - 5 Now when His disciples had come to the other side, they had
forgotten to take bread. 6 Then Jesus said to them, “Take heed and beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and the Sadducees.” 7 And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is because
we have taken no bread.”

i) 8 But Jesus, being aware of it, said to them, “O you of little faith, why do you reason among
yourselves because you have brought no bread? 9 Do you not yet understand, or remember
the five loaves of the five thousand and how many baskets you took up? 10 Nor the seven
loaves of the four thousand and how many large baskets you took up? 

ii) 11 How is it you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread?—but to
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 12 Then they understood that He did
not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and
Sadducees.

(b) Luke 12:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the meantime, when an innumerable multitude of people had
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gathered together, so that they trampled one another, He began to say to His disciples first of
all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.

C. If one alters the truth, even slightly, it is no longer truth — Gal. 1:6-9; 2 Cor. 11:4
1. Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you

in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said
before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received,
let him be accursed.

a. 2 Corinthians 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not
preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel
which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

2. One small change to the truth leads to more and more changes to other aspects of the truth — 2 Tim
2:16-18; 3:13

a. 2 Timothy 2:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to
more ungodliness. 17 And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of
this sort, 18 who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and
they overthrow the faith of some.

b. 2 Timothy 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 But evil men and impostors will grow worse and worse, deceiving
and being deceived.

3. False doctrine needs to be uprooted, not just trimmed — 1 Tim. 4:6, 12–16; Tit. 1:10,11,14
a. 1 Timothy 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 If you instruct the brethren in these things, you will be a good

minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the words of faith and of the good doctrine which you have
carefully followed.

b. 1 Timothy 4:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 Let no one despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 13 Till I come, give attention to
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to
you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these things; give
yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and
to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear
you.

c. Titus 1:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 For there are many insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole
households, teaching things which they ought not, for the sake of dishonest gain.

d. Titus 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments of men who turn
from the truth.

D. Sin starts small - but all sin is a BIG deal! — Matt 5:29,30; Rom 1:21-23
1. Matthew 5:29 (NKJV) — 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from you;

for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body to be cast
into hell.

a. Matthew 5:30 (NKJV) — 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole body
to be cast into hell.

b. Romans 1:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as
God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.

2. Sin breeds MORE sin - becomes habitual! — Rom. 1:24-32; Eph 4:18,19
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a. Romans 1:24–32 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of
their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for
the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever.
Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the
natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the
woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and
receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 28 And even as they did not like
to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which
are not fitting; 29 being filled with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness,
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are
whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things,
disobedient to parents, 31 undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who,
knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of
death, not only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

b. Ephesians 4:18 (NKJV) — 18 having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life
of God, because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;

(1) Ephesians 4:19 (NKJV) — 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness,
to work all uncleanness with greediness.

3. ALL Sin affects the WHOLE person / group! — Josh. 7; 1 Cor. 5:6
a. Joshua 7 (NKJV) — 1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding the accursed

things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took
of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD burned against the children of Israel. 2 Now
Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and
spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3
And they returned to Joshua and said to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but let about two or
three thousand men go up and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of Ai
are few.” 4 So about three thousand men went up there from the people, but they fled before the
men of Ai. 5 And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for they chased them from
before the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent; therefore the hearts of
the people melted and became like water. 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on
his face before the ark of the LORD until evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on
their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord GOD, why have You brought this people over the
Jordan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had been
content, and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan! 8 O Lord, what shall I say when Israel turns its
back before its enemies? 9 For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear it, and
surround us, and cut off our name from the earth. Then what will You do for Your great name?”
10 So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 11 Israel has sinned,
and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have even taken
some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they have also put it among
their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned
their backs before their enemies, because they have become doomed to destruction. Neither will
I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the accursed from among you. 13 Get up, sanctify the
people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the LORD God of Israel:
“There is an accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you
take away the accursed thing from among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be brought
according to your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the LORD takes shall come according
to families; and the family which the LORD takes shall come by households; and the household
which the LORD takes shall come man by man. 15 Then it shall be that he who is taken with the
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accursed thing shall be burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the
covenant of the LORD, and because he has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ” 16 So Joshua rose
early in the morning and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 He
brought the clan of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of the
Zarhites man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 Then he brought his household man by man, and
Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 19
Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I beg you, give glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make
confession to Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.” 20 And Achan
answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what
I have done: 21 When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels
of silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they
are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” 22 So Joshua sent
messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under it.
23 And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children
of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan
the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters, his oxen, his
donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley of Achor. 25
And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day.” So all Israel
stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them with stones. 26
Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the LORD turned from
the fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor
to this day.

b. 1 Corinthians 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump?

4. Sin Must be uprooted — 1 Sam 15:16-33; Col. 3:1-17
a. Colossians 3:5–11 (NKJV) - 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:

fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because of
these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves
once walked when you lived in them. 

b. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language
out of your mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,
10 and have put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who
created him, …

E. Matthew 13:33–35 (NKJV) - 33 Another parable He spoke to them: “The kingdom of heaven is like
leaven, which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.”

1. Leaven used in a positive sense … 
a. Some conclude "leaven" in the parable represents something evil … 

(1) Just because a term is used predominately in one sense does not mean it must always be
understood in the same sense. (eisegesis) — CONTEXT

(2) Similar meaning to the previous parable — Matt 13:31-32
b. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven” 

(1) The Sower (3-9), explanation (18-23).
(2) The Tares (24-30), explanation (36-43); 
(3) The Dragnet (47-50).
(4) The Mustard Seed (31, 32), (if a little virus can change the whole world - imagine what the small

seed of faith can do}
(5) The Leaven (33).
(6) The Hidden Treasure (44); The Pearl of Great Price (45, 46).
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2. The nature of yeast/leaven is such that once the process of leavening begins, it is impossible to stop.
a. The kingdom would grow in numbers and nothing would be able to stop their advance. 
b. This idea fits with the nature of yeast and makes sense in the flow of these parables.

3. The Kingdom of Heaven is like leaven!
a. Its pervasive growth — Matt 28:19,20; Col. 1:6,23; 1 Thess. 1:8

(1) Matthew 28:19 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

(a) Matthew 28:20 (NKJV) — 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

(2) Colossians 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, and is
bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and knew the grace of God
in truth;

(3) Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and
are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

(4) 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything.

b. Spread by the influence of the word in the lives of men — Luke 17:20-21; John 3:3-5; 18:13;
Revelation 11:15; Romans 10:17-18; 16:25-26

(1) Luke 17:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of
God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with
observation; 21 nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is
within you.”

(2) John 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless
one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.

(3) John 18:13 (NKJV) — 13 And they led Him away to Annas first, for he was the father-in-law
of Caiaphas who was high priest that year.

(4) Revelation 11:15 (NKJV) — 15 Then the seventh angel sounded: And there were loud voices
in heaven, saying, “The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of
His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”

(5) Romans 10:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God. 18 But I say, have they not heard? Yes indeed: “Their sound has gone out to all the earth,
And their words to the ends of the world.”

(6) Romans 16:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began 26 but now made manifest, and by the prophetic Scriptures made known
to all nations, according to the commandment of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith—

c. God’s word will fully accomplish its purpose — Isaiah 55 :10-11
(1) Isaiah 55:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And

do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may give seed
to the sower And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall prosper in the
thing for which I sent it.

F. Our Warning and encouragement today is DON’T LOSE HEART......

Page 7 of  10



1. Don't measure the growth or success of the kingdom solely by visible standards — Luke 17:20-21
a. Luke 17:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of

God would come, He answered them and said, “The kingdom of God does not come with
observation; 21 nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is
within you.”

2. The spread of the kingdom (the rule of God) is taking place wherever the "word of the kingdom" is
being sown, and fruit will be borne as it falls on "good and noble hearts” — 1 Cor. 3:5-8

a. 1 Corinthians 3:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through
whom you believed, as the Lord gave to each one? 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the
increase. 7 So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the
increase. 8 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and each one will receive his own
reward according to his own labor.

G. As a MEMBER of the KINGDOM - DO YOUR PART
1. Local churches must remain pure in doctrine — 2 John 1:9; Eph 4:4-15 

a. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

b. Ephesians 4:4–15 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity
captive, And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also
first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we
all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning
craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—

2. Local churches must remain pure in practice — 1 Tim 5:16 
a. 1 Timothy 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 If any believing man or woman has widows, let them relieve them,

and do not let the church be burdened, that it may relieve those who are really widows.
3. Local churches are to remain pure by enforcing God’s requirements - 1 Cor. 5

a. Removing pride
b. Practicing discipline

4. Shining as a light in this dark world by proclaiming and following the "word of life” — Phil.
2:14-16

a. Philippians 2:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that you
may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and
perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast the word of life,
so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

5. Yield the entirety of your heart to the Lord — Mark 12:29-31
a. Mark 12:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear,

O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your God with
all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first
commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.”
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6. Purge your heart of all that would defile it and hinder your positive influence in the kingdom — Col.
3:1-11

a. Colossians 3:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who
is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put to death your
members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness,
which is idolatry. 6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of
disobedience, 7 in which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you
yourselves are to put off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your
mouth. 9 Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds, 10 and have
put on the new man who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,
11 where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave
nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

7. Allow the "leaven of the kingdom" to permeate your heart & life - we are to be salt and light — 2
Tim 2:15; Col. 3:12-17; 1 Pet. 1:13; Mt 5:13-16

a. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

b. Colossians 3:12–17 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender
mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving
one another, if anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also
must do. 14 But above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. 15 And let the
peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16
Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 17 And
whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
Father through Him.

c. 1 Peter 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope
fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

d. Matthew 5:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by
men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in
the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

H. As in Jeremiah's day so it is in our times, the problem remains much alike in principle.  
1. The Devil is still at work, sin is still here with us, the people will not, cannot, weep at sin...but the

``man of God'' still has the command from God, proclaim the word, reveal the message for our day,
repent or perish.

V. IN CONCLUSION: - LEST WE FORGET:
A. ``Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way,

and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls.  But they said, we will not walk therein (Jer.
6:16).

1. ``But they hearkened not, nor inclined their ear, but walked in the counsels and in the imagination
of their evil heart, and went backward, and not forward'' (Jer. 7:4).

B. ``Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name.  But his word was in
mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, and I could not
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stay'' (Jer. 20:9).
C. HAVE YOU OBEYED FROM THE HEART?:

1. Hear - The word of God - Luke 8:11; Rom 10:17
a. Luke 8:11 (NKJV) — 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
b. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

2. Believe in Christ — John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins;
for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

3. Repent — Luke 13:3,5
a. Luke 13:3 (NKJV) — 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
b. Luke 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”

4. Confess Jesus — Rom 10:9-10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart
one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

5. Be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins — Mk 16:16; Acts 2:38
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not

believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

6. Continue following Jesus — becoming conformed to His image — 2 Cor. 3:18 (NKJV) — 18 But
we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.

D. WHAT KIND OF INFLUENCE  ARE YOU HAVING ON THOSE AROUND YOU?
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