
WHERE IS GOD IN THIS TROUBLED TIME? - God’s Delay and His Silence does not
mean His Absence. ---- Lessons from the Book of Esther

Introduction:
A. As we look around about this world today, the anger, the violence, the corruption ect etc.... one might

ask the question “Where is God?”
1. We live in surely a troubled time in the history of this country and the world, but ever so more

concerning the spiritually minded Christian is the trouble that faces the Christian on a daily basis.
2. It is so easy to be caught up in the rhetoric of the world and allow the attitudes of whats going on

about us to become part of us - taking revenge, getting angry being caught up in the mob and forget
that God’s silence is not His absence.

B. In Genesis 50:15-21 (NKJV) - 15 When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said,
"Perhaps Joseph will hate us, and may actually repay us for all the evil which we did to him." 16 So
they sent messengers to Joseph, saying, "Before your father died he commanded, saying, 

1. 17 'Thus you shall say to Joseph: "I beg you, please forgive the trespass of your brothers and their
sin; for they did evil to you." ' Now, please, forgive the trespass of the servants of the God of your
father." And Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 Then his brothers also went and fell down
before his face, and they said, "Behold, we are your servants." 

2. 19 Joseph said to them, "Do not be afraid, for am I in the place of God? 20 But as for you, you
meant evil against me; but God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save
many people alive. 21 Now therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones."
And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 

a. Joseph is such a great role model for us to learn from and to see how his head was in the right
place.

3. But, there is another account - I want to focus on - its an entire book - the Book of Esther and the
basic truth through out this book is - GOD’S SILENCE DOES NOT MEAN HE IS ABSENT.

C. The background and history of this book as well as many lessons that we can learn from in the book
of Esther:

1. The events in the Book of Esther extend over a decade —from 483 b.c. (Xerxes’ 3rd year; Esther
1:3) to 473 (the end of Xerxes’ 12th year; 3:7).

a. Esther 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 that in the third year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and
servants—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being
before him—

(1) Esther 3:7 (NKJV) — 7 In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year
of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, the lot), before Haman to determine the day and the
month, until it fell on the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar.

b. The events in this book occurred between those recorded in Ezra 6 and 7. 
2. Xerxes, called Ahasuerus throughout the Hebrew text of Esther (cf. niv marg.), ruled the Persian

Empire for 21 years from 486 to 465 b.c. (1:1)
a. Esther 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this was the Ahasuerus

who reigned over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia),
b. Xerxes ruled over 127 provinces... from India to Cush (1:1; cf. 8:9). 

(1) Esther 8:9 (NKJV) — 9 So the king’s scribes were called at that time, in the third month,
which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third day; and it was written, according to all that
Mordecai commanded, to the Jews, the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the provinces
from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and twenty-seven provinces in all, to every province in its
own script, to every people in their own language, and to the Jews in their own script and
language.

3. A man of War the 5th Emperor of the Persian Empire:
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a. Cyrus (539-530 B.C.) Gave a decree allowing Jews too return to Jerusalem (Ezra 1)
b. Cambyses (530-522 B.C.)
c. Guamata or Pseudo-Smerdis (522 B.C.) a usurper
d. Darius I (522-486 B.C.) (Ezra 5-6)
e. Xerxes I, (Ahasuerus) (486-465 B.C.) (Ezra 4:6 / Esther)
f. Artaxerxes I (464-424 B.C.) Both Ezra & Nehemiah’s work belong to this period

D. Esther Becomes Queen (chapter 1-2:18)
1. The king’s 180 day conference & 7 day banquet 

a. Esther 1:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass in the days of Ahasuerus (this was the
Ahasuerus who reigned over one hundred and twenty-seven provinces, from India to Ethiopia),
2 in those days when King Ahasuerus sat on the throne of his kingdom, which was in Shushan
the citadel, 3 that in the third year of his reign he made a feast for all his officials and
servants—the powers of Persia and Media, the nobles, and the princes of the provinces being
before him—4 when he showed the riches of his glorious kingdom and the splendor of his
excellent majesty for many days, one hundred and eighty days in all. 5 And when these days were
completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for all the people who were present in
Shushan the citadel, from great to small, in the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There
were white and blue linen curtains fastened with cords of fine linen and purple on silver rods and
marble pillars; and the couches were of gold and silver on a mosaic pavement of alabaster,
turquoise, and white and black marble. 7 And they served drinks in golden vessels, each vessel
being different from the other, with royal wine in abundance, according to the generosity of the
king. 8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for so the king had ordered
all the officers of his household, that they should do according to each man’s pleasure. 9 Queen
Vashti also made a feast for the women in the royal palace which belonged to King Ahasuerus.

b. Vashti deposed (1:10-22)
(1) Esther 1:10–22 (NKJV) — 10 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king was merry with

wine, he commanded Mehuman, Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Carcas, seven
eunuchs who served in the presence of King Ahasuerus, 11 to bring Queen Vashti before the
king, wearing her royal crown, in order to show her beauty to the people and the officials, for
she was beautiful to behold. 12 But Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command
brought by his eunuchs; therefore the king was furious, and his anger burned within him. 13
Then the king said to the wise men who understood the times (for this was the king’s manner
toward all who knew law and justice, 14 those closest to him being Carshena, Shethar,
Admatha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memucan, the seven princes of Persia and Media,
who had access to the king’s presence, and who ranked highest in the kingdom): 15 “What
shall we do to Queen Vashti, according to law, because she did not obey the command of King
Ahasuerus brought to her by the eunuchs?” 16 And Memucan answered before the king and
the princes: “Queen Vashti has not only wronged the king, but also all the princes, and all the
people who are in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 17 For the queen’s behavior will
become known to all women, so that they will despise their husbands in their eyes, when they
report, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen Vashti to be brought in before him, but she did
not come.’ 18 This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media will say to all the king’s
officials that they have heard of the behavior of the queen. Thus there will be excessive
contempt and wrath. 19 If it pleases the king, let a royal decree go out from him, and let it be
recorded in the laws of the Persians and the Medes, so that it will not be altered, that Vashti
shall come no more before King Ahasuerus; and let the king give her royal position to another
who is better than she. 20 When the king’s decree which he will make is proclaimed
throughout all his empire (for it is great), all wives will honor their husbands, both great and
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small.” 21 And the reply pleased the king and the princes, and the king did according to the
word of Memucan. 22 Then he sent letters to all the king’s provinces, to each province in its
own script, and to every people in their own language, that each man should be master in his
own house, and speak in the language of his own people.

2. The plan to replace Queen Vashti - (2:1-4)
a. Esther 2:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 After these things, when the wrath of King Ahasuerus subsided, he

remembered Vashti, what she had done, and what had been decreed against her. 2 Then the
king’s servants who attended him said: “Let beautiful young virgins be sought for the king; 3 and
let the king appoint officers in all the provinces of his kingdom, that they may gather all the
beautiful young virgins to Shushan the citadel, into the women’s quarters, under the custody of
Hegai the king’s eunuch, custodian of the women. And let beauty preparations be given them.
4 Then let the young woman who pleases the king be queen instead of Vashti.” This thing
pleased the king, and he did so.

3. Esther [star] (Hadassah [myrtle]) was raised & loved by her cousin, Mordecai - (2:5-7)
a. Esther 2:5–7 (NKJV) — 5 In Shushan the citadel there was a certain Jew whose name was

Mordecai the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the son of Kish, a Benjamite. 6 Kish had been
carried away from Jerusalem with the captives who had been captured with Jeconiah king of
Judah, whom Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away. 7 And Mordecai had
brought up Hadassah, that is, Esther, his uncle’s daughter, for she had neither father nor mother.
The young woman was lovely and beautiful. When her father and mother died, Mordecai took
her as his own daughter.

4. Esther taken to Kings palace for 12 months of preparation to meet the King - (2:8-15)
a. Esther 2:8–15 (NKJV) — 8 So it was, when the king’s command and decree were heard, and

when many young women were gathered at Shushan the citadel, under the custody of Hegai, that
Esther also was taken to the king’s palace, into the care of Hegai the custodian of the women.
9 Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty
preparations to her, besides her allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for
her from the king’s palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to the best place in the house
of the women. 10 Esther had not revealed her people or family, for Mordecai had charged her
not to reveal it. 11 And every day Mordecai paced in front of the court of the women’s quarters,
to learn of Esther’s welfare and what was happening to her. 12 Each young woman’s turn came
to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had completed twelve months’ preparation, according to the
regulations for the women, for thus were the days of their preparation apportioned: six months
with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and preparations for beautifying women. 13
Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king, and she was given whatever she desired to
take with her from the women’s quarters to the king’s palace. 14 In the evening she went, and
in the morning she returned to the second house of the women, to the custody of Shaashgaz, the
king’s eunuch who kept the concubines. She would not go in to the king again unless the king
delighted in her and called for her by name. 15 Now when the turn came for Esther the daughter
of Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as his daughter, to go in to the king, she
requested nothing but what Hegai the king’s eunuch, the custodian of the women, advised. And
Esther obtained favor in the sight of all who saw her.

5. About 4 years passed before Esther was brought before the king [483-479 b.c.] - (2:16)
a. Esther 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 So Esther was taken to King Ahasuerus, into his royal palace, in the

tenth month, which is the month of Tebeth, in the seventh year of his reign.
E. King Saved by Mordecai ---- Esther 2:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 In those days, while Mordecai sat

within the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious
and sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 22 So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told
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Queen Esther, and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name. 23 And when an inquiry was made
into the matter, it was confirmed, and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book
of the chronicles in the presence of the king.

1. Mordecai sat inside the king’s gate learned of a plot by Bigthana and Teresh, royal guards, to
assassinate the king -(2:19-21) 

a. Esther 2:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 When virgins were gathered together a second time, Mordecai
sat within the king’s gate. 20 Now Esther had not revealed her family and her people, just as
Mordecai had charged her, for Esther obeyed the command of Mordecai as when she was
brought up by him. 21 In those days, while Mordecai sat within the king’s gate, two of the king’s
eunuchs, Bigthan and Teresh, doorkeepers, became furious and sought to lay hands on King
Ahasuerus.

2. Mordecai told Queen Esther, who reported this to the king & gave credit to Mordecai for
uncovering the scheme - (2:22)

a. Esther 2:22 (NKJV) — 22 So the matter became known to Mordecai, who told Queen Esther,
and Esther informed the king in Mordecai’s name.

3. The two men were hanged on a gallows (or “tree,” kjv, “/ post,” niv marg). (2:23)
a. Esther 2:23 (NKJV) — 23 And when an inquiry was made into the matter, it was confirmed,

and both were hanged on a gallows; and it was written in the book of the chronicles in the
presence of the king.

4. A record of Mordecai discovering this assassination attempt was written in the official royal record
(2:23; cf. Esther 6:1-2).

a. Esther 6:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring
the book of the records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found
written that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, the
doorkeepers who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus.

F. It is at this point and time in the book that things change dramatically.

II. DISCUSSION:  Haman’s Plan To Eradicate The Jews - (2:21-3:15)
A. Ahasuerus made Haman second in command—all were to bow and pay him homage, but Mordecai

refused. - Esther 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 After these things King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son
of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and set his seat above all the princes who were with
him. 2 And all the king’s servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage to
Haman, for so the king had commanded concerning him. But Mordecai would not bow or pay
homage.

1. Haman became so angry, he determined to destroy all the Jews in the king’s provinces - (every
single Jew including in Jerusalem) - (3:6,7)

a. Esther 3:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 But he disdained to lay hands on Mordecai alone, for they had told
him of the people of Mordecai. Instead, Haman sought to destroy all the Jews who were
throughout the whole kingdom of Ahasuerus—the people of Mordecai. 7 In the first month,
which is the month of Nisan, in the twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, the
lot), before Haman to determine the day and the month, until it fell on the twelfth month, which
is the month of Adar.

2. Haman told the king there was a small insignificant people who did not follow his laws. He offered
10,000 talents of silver to enrich the king’s treasury if he allowed them to be destroyed. - (3:8,9)

a. Esther 3:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There is a certain people
scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of your kingdom; their laws are
different from all other people’s, and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not fitting
for the king to let them remain. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be written that they be
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destroyed, and I will pay ten thousand talents of silver into the hands of those who do the work,
to bring it into the king’s treasuries.”

3. The king’s signet ring is given to Haman and he is given authority to do what “seems right” to him
- (3:11)

a. Esther 3:11 (NKJV) — 11 And the king said to Haman, “The money and the people are given
to you, to do with them as seems good to you.”

4. Haman assembles the kings scribes and has a decree written in the name of the king on the
“thirteenth day of the first month” commanding the eradication of ALL the Jews on the “thirteenth
day of the twelfth month,” which is the month of Adar [March 473 B.C.] - (3:12,13)

a. Esther 3:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Then the king’s scribes were called on the thirteenth day of the
first month, and a decree was written according to all that Haman commanded—to the king’s
satraps, to the governors who were over each province, to the officials of all people, to every
province according to its script, and to every people in their language. In the name of King
Ahasuerus it was written, and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 13 And the letters were sent by
couriers into all the king’s provinces, to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both
young and old, little children and women, in one day, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month,
which is the month of Adar, and to plunder their possessions.

5. It was sealed with the kings signet ring & sent throughout the empire - (3:14,15) 
a. Esther 3:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 A copy of the document was to be issued as law in every

province, being published for all people, that they should be ready for that day. 15 The couriers
went out, hastened by the king’s command; and the decree was proclaimed in Shushan the
citadel. So the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the city of Shushan was perplexed.

B. Mordecai Petitions Esther To Help - (4:1-14)
1. When Mordecai heard about this genocidal decree, he tore his clothes, he dressed in rags, he put

ashes on his head, he mourned openly - (4:1-3)
a. Esther 4:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes

and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He cried out with a loud
and bitter cry. 2 He went as far as the front of the king’s gate, for no one might enter the king’s
gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 And in every province where the king’s command and decree
arrived, there was great mourning among the Jews, with fasting, weeping, and wailing; and many
lay in sackcloth and ashes.

2. Esther hears of Mordecai’s actions, a copy of the edict was shown to her, & Mordecai asked Esther
to go to the king and intercede for her people - (4:4-9)

a. Esther 4:4–9 (NKJV) — 4 So Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her, and the queen was
deeply distressed. Then she sent garments to clothe Mordecai and take his sackcloth away from
him, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs
whom he had appointed to attend her, and she gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to
learn what and why this was. 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city square that was in
front of the king’s gate. 7 And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the sum of
money that Haman had promised to pay into the king’s treasuries to destroy the Jews. 8 He also
gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was given at Shushan, that he
might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that he might command her to go in to the king
to make supplication to him and plead before him for her people. 9 So Hathach returned and told
Esther the words of Mordecai.

3. At first, fearful of being put to death, she was reluctant - to go in to the king unannounced was
against the law & could be a death sentence - (4:10-12)

a. Esther 4:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for
Mordecai: 11 “All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any man
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or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, he has but one law:
put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the golden scepter, that he may live.
Yet I myself have not been called to go in to the king these thirty days.” 12 So they told
Mordecai Esther’s words.

4. Esther 4:13-14 (NKJV)  13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: "Do not think in your heart
that you will escape in the king's palace any more than all the other Jews. 
(1) You are dead if you do & dead if you don’t

b. 14 For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for the Jews
from another place, but you and your father's house will perish. Yet who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?" 

(1) Key verse of the Book - (God’s will, will be accomplished)
(2) God’s providence provides opportunities - we must choose! 

C. Faith & Courage of Esther - (4:15-4:17) -Esther 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 Then Esther told them to reply
to Mordecai:

1. Esther 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 So Mordecai went his way and did according to all that Esther
commanded him.

a. Esther 4:16 (NKJV) - 16 "Go, gather all the Jews who are present in Shushan, and fast for me;
neither eat nor drink for three days, night or day. My maids and I will fast likewise. And so I will
go to the king, which is against the law; and if I perish, I perish!"

III. Fall of Haman & His Evil Plot - (5:1-7:10)
A. Esther goes in before the king and is accepted - she is offered up to half the kingdom - Esther 5:1–3

(NKJV) — 1 Now it happened on the third day that Esther put on her royal robes and stood in the
inner court of the king’s palace, across from the king’s house, while the king sat on his royal throne
in the royal house, facing the entrance of the house. 2 So it was, when the king saw Queen Esther
standing in the court, that she found favor in his sight, and the king held out to Esther the golden
scepter that was in his hand. Then Esther went near and touched the top of the scepter. 3 And the
king said to her, “What do you wish, Queen Esther? What is your request? It shall be given to
you—up to half the kingdom!”

1. Esther requests that the king & Haman attend a banquet with her that she has prepared - (5:4)
a. Esther 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 So Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, let the king and Haman

come today to the banquet that I have prepared for him.”
2. The king accepts, calls for Haman, they attend the banquet - again offers Esther up to half the

kingdom - (5:5,6)
a. Esther 5:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Then the king said, “Bring Haman quickly, that he may do as Esther

has said.” So the king and Haman went to the banquet that Esther had prepared. 6 At the banquet
of wine the king said to Esther, “What is your petition? It shall be granted you. What is your
request, up to half the kingdom? It shall be done!”

3. Esther requests that the king & Haman attend another banquet the next day - to which he again
agrees - (5:7)

a. Esther 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then Esther answered and said, “My petition and request is this:
B. Haman is ecstatic - “joyful with a glad heart” - but his joy is spoiled when he sees Mordecai not

bowing before him - Esther 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 So Haman went out that day joyful and with a glad
heart; but when Haman saw Mordecai in the king’s gate, and that he did not stand or tremble before
him, he was filled with indignation against Mordecai.

1. Haman confers with his family & decides to build a gallows 7 1/2 stories high to hang Mordecai
on - (5:10-14)

a. Esther 5:10–14 (NKJV) — 10 Nevertheless Haman restrained himself and went home, and he
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sent and called for his friends and his wife Zeresh. 11 Then Haman told them of his great riches,
the multitude of his children, everything in which the king had promoted him, and how he had
advanced him above the officials and servants of the king. 12 Moreover Haman said, “Besides,
Queen Esther invited no one but me to come in with the king to the banquet that she prepared;
and tomorrow I am again invited by her, along with the king. 13 Yet all this avails me nothing,
so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.” 14 Then his wife Zeresh and all his
friends said to him, “Let a gallows be made, fifty cubits high, and in the morning suggest to the
king that Mordecai be hanged on it; then go merrily with the king to the banquet.” And the thing
pleased Haman; so he had the gallows made.

2. A sleepless king is reminded of Mordecai’s role in exposing a plot to kill him - (6:1-3)
a. Esther 6:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 That night the king could not sleep. So one was commanded to bring

the book of the records of the chronicles; and they were read before the king. 2 And it was found
written that Mordecai had told of Bigthana and Teresh, two of the king’s eunuchs, the
doorkeepers who had sought to lay hands on King Ahasuerus. 3 Then the king said, “What honor
or dignity has been bestowed on Mordecai for this?” And the king’s servants who attended him
said, “Nothing has been done for him.”

C. Haman is humiliated by being forced to publicly honor Mordecai - Esther 6:4–13 (NKJV) — 4 So
the king said, “Who is in the court?” Now Haman had just entered the outer court of the king’s
palace to suggest that the king hang Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him. 5 The
king’s servants said to him, “Haman is there, standing in the court.” And the king said, “Let him
come in.” 6 So Haman came in, and the king asked him, “What shall be done for the man whom the
king delights to honor?” Now Haman thought in his heart, “Whom would the king delight to honor
more than me?” 7 And Haman answered the king, “For the man whom the king delights to honor,
8 let a royal robe be brought which the king has worn, and a horse on which the king has ridden,
which has a royal crest placed on its head. 9 Then let this robe and horse be delivered to the hand of
one of the king’s most noble princes, that he may array the man whom the king delights to honor.
Then parade him on horseback through the city square, and proclaim before him: ‘Thus shall it be
done to the man whom the king delights to honor!’ ” 10 Then the king said to Haman, “Hurry, take
the robe and the horse, as you have suggested, and do so for Mordecai the Jew who sits within the
king’s gate! Leave nothing undone of all that you have spoken.” 11 So Haman took the robe and the
horse, arrayed Mordecai and led him on horseback through the city square, and proclaimed before
him, “Thus shall it be done to the man whom the king delights to honor!” 12 Afterward Mordecai
went back to the king’s gate. But Haman hurried to his house, mourning and with his head covered.
13 When Haman told his wife Zeresh and all his friends everything that had happened to him, his
wise men and his wife Zeresh said to him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to fall, is of
Jewish descent, you will not prevail against him but will surely fall before him.”

1. As Haman bemoans these events with his family - the kings eunuchs arrive to take him to Esther’s
second feast - Esther 6:14 (NKJV) — 14 While they were still talking with him, the king’s
eunuchs came, and hastened to bring Haman to the banquet which Esther had prepared.

D. Haman is exposed - Esther 7:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 So the king and Haman went to dine with Queen
Esther. 2 And on the second day, at the banquet of wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your
petition, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request, up to half the kingdom?
It shall be done!” 3 Then Queen Esther answered and said, “If I have found favor in your sight, O
king, and if it pleases the king, let my life be given me at my petition, and my people at my request.
4 For we have been sold, my people and I, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. Had
we been sold as male and female slaves, I would have held my tongue, although the enemy could
never compensate for the king’s loss.” 5 So King Ahasuerus answered and said to Queen Esther,
“Who is he, and where is he, who would dare presume in his heart to do such a thing?” 6 And Esther
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said, “The adversary and enemy is this wicked Haman!” So Haman was terrified before the king and
queen.

1. King Ahasuerus is furious, walks out in a rage - comes back in finding Haman pleading with
Esther for his life - (7:7-8)

a. Esther 7:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 Then the king arose in his wrath from the banquet of wine and went
into the palace garden; but Haman stood before Queen Esther, pleading for his life, for he saw
that evil was determined against him by the king. 8 When the king returned from the palace
garden to the place of the banquet of wine, Haman had fallen across the couch where Esther was.
Then the king said, “Will he also assault the queen while I am in the house?” As the word left
the king’s mouth, they covered Haman’s face.

2. Haman is hung on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai - (7:9-10)
a. Esther 7:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Now Harbonah, one of the eunuchs, said to the king, “Look! The

gallows, fifty cubits high, which Haman made for Mordecai, who spoke good on the king’s
behalf, is standing at the house of Haman.” Then the king said, “Hang him on it!” 10 So they
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the king’s wrath
subsided.

E. The Jews are Saved & Rejoice - (8:1-10:3)
1. Mordecai receives a royal position (8:1-2)

a. Esther 8:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther the house of Haman,
the enemy of the Jews. And Mordecai came before the king, for Esther had told how he was
related to her. 2 So the king took off his signet ring, which he had taken from Haman, and gave
it to Mordecai; and Esther appointed Mordecai over the house of Haman.

2. Second proclamation sent out (8:3-14)
a. Esther 8:3–14 (NKJV) — 3 Now Esther spoke again to the king, fell down at his feet, and

implored him with tears to counteract the evil of Haman the Agagite, and the scheme which he
had devised against the Jews. 4 And the king held out the golden scepter toward Esther. So
Esther arose and stood before the king, 5 and said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have found
favor in his sight and the thing seems right to the king and I am pleasing in his eyes, let it be
written to revoke the letters devised by Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he
wrote to annihilate the Jews who are in all the king’s provinces. 6 For how can I endure to see
the evil that will come to my people? Or how can I endure to see the destruction of my
countrymen?” 7 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and Mordecai the Jew, “Indeed, I
have given Esther the house of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows because he
tried to lay his hand on the Jews. 8 You yourselves write a decree concerning the Jews, as you
please, in the king’s name, and seal it with the king’s signet ring; for whatever is written in the
king’s name and sealed with the king’s signet ring no one can revoke.” 9 So the king’s scribes
were called at that time, in the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the twenty-third day;
and it was written, according to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews, the satraps, the
governors, and the princes of the provinces from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces in all, to every province in its own script, to every people in their own
language, and to the Jews in their own script and language. 10 And he wrote in the name of King
Ahasuerus, sealed it with the king’s signet ring, and sent letters by couriers on horseback, riding
on royal horses bred from swift steeds. 11 By these letters the king permitted the Jews who were
in every city to gather together and protect their lives—to destroy, kill, and annihilate all the
forces of any people or province that would assault them, both little children and women, and
to plunder their possessions, 12 on one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, on the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar. 13 A copy of the document was
to be issued as a decree in every province and published for all people, so that the Jews would
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be ready on that day to avenge themselves on their enemies. 14 The couriers who rode on royal
horses went out, hastened and pressed on by the king’s command. And the decree was issued in
Shushan the citadel.

3. Jews rejoice (8:15-17)
a. Esther 8:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal

apparel of blue and white, with a great crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and
the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 16 The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honor.
17 And in every province and city, wherever the king’s command and decree came, the Jews had
joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday. Then many of the people of the land became Jews,
because fear of the Jews fell upon them.

4. Jews took revenge destroy their enemies  (9:1-19)
a. Esther 9:1–19 (NKJV) — 1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month of Adar, on the

thirteenth day, the time came for the king’s command and his decree to be executed. On the day
that the enemies of the Jews had hoped to overpower them, the opposite occurred, in that the
Jews themselves overpowered those who hated them. 2 The Jews gathered together in their cities
throughout all the provinces of King Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm.
And no one could withstand them, because fear of them fell upon all people. 3 And all the
officials of the provinces, the satraps, the governors, and all those doing the king’s work, helped
the Jews, because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them. 4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s
palace, and his fame spread throughout all the provinces; for this man Mordecai became
increasingly prominent. 5 Thus the Jews defeated all their enemies with the stroke of the sword,
with slaughter and destruction, and did what they pleased with those who hated them. 6 And in
Shushan the citadel the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men. 7 Also Parshandatha,
Dalphon, Aspatha, 8 Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 9 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and Vajezatha—10
the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews—they killed; but they did
not lay a hand on the plunder. 11 On that day the number of those who were killed in Shushan
the citadel was brought to the king. 12 And the king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have killed
and destroyed five hundred men in Shushan the citadel, and the ten sons of Haman. What have
they done in the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your petition? It shall be granted to
you. Or what is your further request? It shall be done.” 13 Then Esther said, “If it pleases the
king, let it be granted to the Jews who are in Shushan to do again tomorrow according to today’s
decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged on the gallows.” 14 So the king commanded this to
be done; the decree was issued in Shushan, and they hanged Haman’s ten sons. 15 And the Jews
who were in Shushan gathered together again on the fourteenth day of the month of Adar and
killed three hundred men at Shushan; but they did not lay a hand on the plunder. 16 The
remainder of the Jews in the king’s provinces gathered together and protected their lives, had rest
from their enemies, and killed seventy-five thousand of their enemies; but they did not lay a hand
on the plunder. 17 This was on the thirteenth day of the month of Adar. And on the fourteenth
of the month they rested and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 18 But the Jews who were
at Shushan assembled together on the thirteenth day, as well as on the fourteenth; and on the
fifteenth of the month they rested, and made it a day of feasting and gladness. 19 Therefore the
Jews of the villages who dwelt in the unwalled towns celebrated the fourteenth day of the month
of Adar with gladness and feasting, as a holiday, and for sending presents to one another.

5. Feast of Purim Established (9:20-32)
a. Esther 9:20–32 (NKJV) — 20 And Mordecai wrote these things and sent letters to all the Jews,

near and far, who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, 21 to establish among them that
they should celebrate yearly the fourteenth and fifteenth days of the month of Adar, 22 as the
days on which the Jews had rest from their enemies, as the month which was turned from sorrow

Page 9 of  12



to joy for them, and from mourning to a holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and
joy, of sending presents to one another and gifts to the poor. 23 So the Jews accepted the custom
which they had begun, as Mordecai had written to them, 24 because Haman, the son of
Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to annihilate
them, and had cast Pur (that is, the lot), to consume them and destroy them; 25 but when Esther
came before the king, he commanded by letter that this wicked plot which Haman had devised
against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on
the gallows. 26 So they called these days Purim, after the name Pur. Therefore, because of all the
words of this letter, what they had seen concerning this matter, and what had happened to them,
27 the Jews established and imposed it upon themselves and their descendants and all who would
join them, that without fail they should celebrate these two days every year, according to the
written instructions and according to the prescribed time, 28 that these days should be
remembered and kept throughout every generation, every family, every province, and every city,
that these days of Purim should not fail to be observed among the Jews, and that the memory of
them should not perish among their descendants. 29 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail,
with Mordecai the Jew, wrote with full authority to confirm this second letter about Purim. 30
And Mordecai sent letters to all the Jews, to the one hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the
kingdom of Ahasuerus, with words of peace and truth, 31 to confirm these days of Purim at their
appointed time, as Mordecai the Jew and Queen Esther had prescribed for them, and as they had
decreed for themselves and their descendants concerning matters of their fasting and lamenting.
32 So the decree of Esther confirmed these matters of Purim, and it was written in the book.

6. Greatness of Mordecai Described (chap. 10)

IV. APPLICATION FOR US - AND LESSONS WE NEED TO LEARN
A. The Courage to say no - (Vashti)

1. The Courage to not violate our conscience - (Mordecai)
2. Keep Our Faith in God to keep His promises - (Mordecai, Esther)
3. The Courage to do what is necessary for the wellbeing of others - (Esther)
4. The courage to take advantage of an open door - (Mordecai, Esther) 

B. Dr Martin Luther King - 
1. Cowardice asks the question: Is it safe?
2. Expediency asks the question: Is it politic?
3. Vanity ask the question: Is it popular?

a. BUT CONSCIENCE asks the Question: Is it Right?
4. And there comes a time when one must take a position that is neither safe, nor politic, nor popular

— but one must take it simply because it is RIGHT!
C. We do not know what is going on behind the scenes - we just need to trust God - (Mordecai, Esther;

Rom 8:28; Titus 1:2)
1. Romans 8:28 (NKJV) — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who

love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
(1) Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before

time began,
2. Pride, resentment, anger & hatred negates joy & results in destruction - (Haman)
3. One’s “trouble shall return upon his own head”  - (Haman; Gal. 6:7-9; Psa. 7:14-16)

a. Galatians 6:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but
he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary
while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.
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b. Psalm 7:14-16 (NKJV)  - 14 Behold, the wicked brings forth iniquity; Yes, he conceives trouble
and brings forth falsehood. 15 He made a pit and dug it out, And has fallen into the ditch which
he made. 16 His trouble shall return upon his own head, And his violent dealing shall come
down on his own crown.

V. In Conclusion:
A. The Danger of rash decisions - (Ahasuerus)

1. The Willingness to correct wrongs in our life - (Ahasuerus)
2. Great reward is the result of faithfulness - (Mordecai)
3. God will take vengeance upon His enemies and the enemies of His people - (Heb 10:30; 2 Thess.

1:6-9)
a. Hebrews 10:30 (NKJV) — 30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,”

says the Lord. And again, “The LORD will judge His people.”
b. 2 Thessalonians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with

tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of His power,

B. Which Character Do We Most Resemble?
1. Ahasuerus - Irrational, unpredictable, unconcerned, hasty, ignorant, etc.?
2. Haman - Prejudiced, Proud & arrogant, deceitful, angry, hatred, vengeful, etc.?  
3. Mordecai - honorable, faithful, conscientious, trusting, wise?
4. Esther - submissive, sacrificial, courageous, wise?
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