
“WHAT DOTH THE LORD THY GOD REQUIRE OF THEE?” (KJV)- Deuteronomy 10:12

Intro:
A. The question before us is, ``What doth the Lord thy God require of thee?''

1. Though this is an ancient question, its answer is just as vital today as it was centuries ago.
2. The same categorical things that God required of his people in the long ago are equally required

of God's people today.
B. Notice that under consideration is what God requires of his people.

1. Not what someone else requires of them.
2. Not what they require of themselves.
3. What someone else requires of God's people and what they require of themselves may be vastly

different from what God requires.
C. Deuteronomy 10:12  (NKJV) — 12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of

you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, ---- naturally outlines itself.
1. There are four specific requirements listed by God in this verse.
2. They are as follows:

a. To fear the Lord.
b. To walk in all his ways.
c. To love him.
d. To serve the Lord with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

D. We shall examine these four requirements in our study.

II. DISCUSSION: # 1 - ``FEAR THE LORD THY GOD.''
A. In the O.T., there are two basic words translated "fear."

1. Meaning: "Terror," "dread," "that which causes one to fear."
2. "Reverence;" "Respect for God because of who He is, His character, etc."

B. In the N.T., one word translated fear: Yet, two distinct meanings which are determined by the
context. (Same meaning as O.T. words.)
1. MAN JUST DOES NOT "FEAR GOD" - cf Romans 3:10-18 (NKJV) - 10 As it is written:

"There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who
seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There
is none who does good, no, not one." 13 "Their throat is an open tomb; With their tongues they
have practiced deceit"; "The poison of asps is under their lips"; 14 "Whose mouth is full of
cursing and bitterness." 15 "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 16 Destruction and misery are in
their ways; 17 And the way of peace they have not known." 18 "There is no fear of God before
their eyes."
a. (1) Strongs # 5401---- fob´-os; from a primary pheoai (to be put in fear); alarm, or fright:-

be afraid, Strong, James: The New Strong's Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek Words.
electronic ed. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1996,

2. It is the Greek Strongs # 5399. phoeô, fob-eh´-o; from 5401; to frighten,) to be alarmed; by to
be in awe of, i.e. revere:- be (Strong, James: The New Strong's Dictionary of Hebrew and Greek
Words. electronic ed. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1997, c1996,
a. We are talking about a PHOBIA here folks this is not a RESPECT
b. We have all types of Phobia's - acrophobia; claustrophobia

(1) phobia ---- n Psychiatry. an abnormal intense and irrational fear of a given situation,
organism, or object. [C19: from Greek phobos fear]

(2) phobia n combining form indicating an extreme abnormal fear of or aversion to:

Page 1 of  7



acrophobia; claustrophobia [via Latin from Greek, from phobos fear] -phobic adj
combining form

(3) phobic - 1 of, relating to, or arising from a phobia. 2 a person suffering from a phobia.
3. Other distinctive terms: "delia" translated "fearfulness," "timidity."
4. "Eulabeia" translated "reverence," "holy fear, mingled with love."

C. Since the Christian is NO LONGER under the OLD TESTAMENT - are we also FREED from the
TERROR {FEAR} of GOD?
1. In many ways it is imperative that WE come to understand what this single WORD MEANS.-

The "FEAR" of GOD
D. "Eye of the Lord is upon them that fear Him" (Psa. 33:18).

1. "Whole duty of man, Fear God and Keep His Commandments" - (Ecc. 12:13).
a. Firstly it must  be  noted  that the scriptures here do not say The Whole duty of man is to

RESPECT God and Keep His Commandments" - it says "FEAR" - there are other Hebrew
and Greek words that mean that.

2. The Words used here for "FEAR" is the HEBREW word - Strong's # 3372. ,, yaw-ray'; a root;
to fear; to revere; to frighten:- affright, be (make) afraid, dread (-ful), (put in) fear (-ful, -fully,
-ing), (be had in) reverence (-end),
a. As you examine the book of Eccl. You will note that this statement does not just occur after

all has been lived under the Sun, and seen the vanity of all things - but rather it is an inherent
theme from chapter 3 of the mindset of Solomon. "FEAR" of GOD is key to our life choices
under the SUN!
(1) cf. Eccl. 3:14; 5:7 ; 8:12-13 - where did he learn all this?

(a) Ecclesiastes 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 I know that whatever God does, It shall be forever.
Nothing can be added to it, And nothing taken from it. God does it, that men should
fear before Him.

(b) Ecclesiastes 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For in the multitude of dreams and many words there
is also vanity. But fear God.

(c) Ecclesiastes 8:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and
his days are prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God,
who fear before Him. 13 But it will not be well with the wicked; nor will he prolong
his days, which are as a shadow, because he does not fear before God.

(2) Solomon was raised by a godly father "David" - who meditated on God's Word
(a) This is what Moses taught way before the children of Israel had crossed into the

promised land to enjoy the bountiful blessings of God's Hand - cf Deut 10:12-13
(b) Deuteronomy 10:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 “And now, Israel, what does the LORD your

God require of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to
love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 13
and to keep the commandments of the LORD and His statutes which I command you
today for your good?

b. When God revealed Himself to people: BRETHREN people were afraid - DEATHLY
AFRAID!
(1) Gen 3 - Adam and Eve = "I was afraid" - this is not reverence - he is scared!
(2) Gen 15:1 - God had to tell Abram - "BE NOT AFRAID"  WHY?
(3) Gen 26:24 - to Isaac - "FEAR NOT."
(4) Gen 28 - Jacob
(5) Ex 3:6 - Moses hid his face for he was afraid
(6) Isa 6:1-8 - "WOE IS ME FOR I AM LOST. "
(7) Ezek 1:28 - falls down on his face when he realizes the presence of the Lord
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(8) Matt 28:1-4 ---- they became like dead men? WHY?
(a) They are looking at GOD!

E. FOLKS when God appeared to people - they are afraid and they fall down!
1. Brethren - I believe this is a conscious reaction of being in the presence of God - that is why

every knee is going to bow on that last day!
a. cf Ex 19:20-22 - cf Ex 20:18

(1) The Exodus 19:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 Then the LORD came down upon Mount Sinai,
on the top of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses to the top of the mountain, and
Moses went up. 21 And the LORD said to Moses, “Go down and warn the people, lest
they break through to gaze at the LORD, and many of them perish. 22 Also let the priests
who come near the LORD consecrate themselves, lest the LORD break out against
them.”

(2) Exodus 20:18 (NKJV) — 18 Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning
flashes, the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw
it, they trembled and stood afar off.

b. children of the folks of Ex 19 & 20 ---- Deut 4:9-10; 5:5, 22-29
(1) Deuteronomy 4:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Only take heed to yourself, and diligently keep

yourself, lest you forget the things your eyes have seen, and lest they depart from your
heart all the days of your life. And teach them to your children and your grandchildren,
10 especially concerning the day you stood before the LORD your God in Horeb, when
the LORD said to me, ‘Gather the people to Me, and I will let them hear My words, that
they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their
children.’

(2) Deuteronomy 5:5 (NKJV) — 5 I stood between the LORD and you at that time, to
declare to you the word of the LORD; for you were afraid because of the fire, and you
did not go up the mountain. He said:

(3) Deuteronomy 5:22–29 (NKJV) — 22 “These words the LORD spoke to all your
assembly, in the mountain from the midst of the fire, the cloud, and the thick darkness,
with a loud voice; and He added no more. And He wrote them on two tablets of stone
and gave them to me. 23 “So it was, when you heard the voice from the midst of the
darkness, while the mountain was burning with fire, that you came near to me, all the
heads of your tribes and your elders. 24 And you said: ‘Surely the LORD our God has
shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the
fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives. 25 Now
therefore, why should we die? For this great fire will consume us; if we hear the voice
of the LORD our God anymore, then we shall die. 26 For who is there of all flesh who
has heard the voice of the living God speaking from the midst of the fire, as we have, and
lived? 27 You go near and hear all that the LORD our God may say, and tell us all that
the LORD our God says to you, and we will hear and do it.’ 28 “Then the LORD heard
the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me: ‘I have heard
the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. They are right in
all that they have spoken. 29 Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would fear
Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and with
their children forever!

2. God wants folks to be afraid of HIM - 4 times in the first 3 chapters of Deut God says do not be
afraid of those whose land you are going in - but from chapter 4 to the end of the book - He says
Fear ME!

3. In Psa 33:6-8 ; Psa 66:1-16 - How Awesome are your works "yaw ray"
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a. Psalm 33:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And all the
host of them by the breath of His mouth. 7 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a
heap; He lays up the deep in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the
inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him.

b. Psalm 66:1–16 (NKJV) — 1 Make a joyful shout to God, all the earth! 2 Sing out the honor
of His name; Make His praise glorious. 3 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works!
Through the greatness of Your power Your enemies shall submit themselves to You. 4 All
the earth shall worship You And sing praises to You; They shall sing praises to Your name.”
Selah 5 Come and see the works of God; He is awesome in His doing toward the sons of
men. 6 He turned the sea into dry land; They went through the river on foot. There we will
rejoice in Him. 7 He rules by His power forever; His eyes observe the nations; Do not let the
rebellious exalt themselves. Selah 8 Oh, bless our God, you peoples! And make the voice of
His praise to be heard, 9 Who keeps our soul among the living, And does not allow our feet
to be moved. 10 For You, O God, have tested us; You have refined us as silver is refined. 11
You brought us into the net; You laid affliction on our backs. 12 You have caused men to
ride over our heads; We went through fire and through water; But You brought us out to rich
fulfillment. 13 I will go into Your house with burnt offerings; I will pay You my vows, 14
Which my lips have uttered And my mouth has spoken when I was in trouble. 15 I will offer
You burnt sacrifices of fat animals, With the sweet aroma of rams; I will offer bulls with
goats. Selah 16 Come and hear, all you who fear God, And I will declare what He has done
for my soul.

F. Tho’ physical fear is a motivating force behind obedience (ask any child who has had a spanking),
it is not the only force behind our obedience to God.
1. I obey because He first Loved me, and because I am loving Him in return.
2. Which is the natural progression in our text.

G. God also demands reverence and respect.
1. God demands reverence of the individual servant (Exodus 3:3-5).

a. Exodus 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 Then Moses said, “I will now turn aside and see this great sight,
why the bush does not burn.” 4 So when the LORD saw that he turned aside to look, God
called to him from the midst of the bush and said, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I
am.” 5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the
place where you stand is holy ground.”

2. God also demands reverence from his servants collectively (Psalm 89:7).
a. Psalm 89:7 (NKJV) — 7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to be

held in reverence by all those around Him.
H. We live in a time of great irreverence - where His name is used in anagrams and as curse words -

even by our brethren.
1. Many have no reverence for God at all and seek every opportunity to relegate God and to mock

him.
2. God will not tolerate irreverence (Psalm 50:21).

a. Psalm 50:21 (NKJV) — 21 These things you have done, and I kept silent; You thought that
I was altogether like you; But I will rebuke you, And set them in order before your eyes.

III. Discussion # 2  - ``TO WALK IN ALL HIS WAYS.''
A. To walk in all of God's ways means to obey God.

1. To obey God means to do his will completely without any addition or subtraction from that will
and to obey from the right motives from the heart.

2. It is possible for a person to believe that he has obeyed God's will, when that is not actually the
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case.
3. It is possible to do what God requires and yet not obey him properly because of improper

attitudes or motives.
B. What is not obedience.

1. Simply promising to obey is not obedience.
2. Partial obedience is not true obedience (I Sam. 15:22).

a. 1 Samuel 15:21 (NKJV) — 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best
of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God
in Gilgal.”

3. Substitution of our will or some other human will for God's will is not obedience (I Sam. 15:23).
a. 1 Samuel 15:23 (NKJV) — 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness

is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has
rejected you from being king.”

4. To violate God's authority and to engage in unauthorized works is not obedience (Heb. 11:4).
a. Hebrews 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than

Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts;
and through it he being dead still speaks.

5. Simply being religious is not obedience (Matt. 7:21).
a. Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
C. The elements of true obedience and God's response to that obedience are clearly seen in the classic

example of Israel's actions concerning Jericho (Heb. 11:30). (NKJV) — 30 By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they were encircled for seven days.
1. God offered to give Jericho to Israel.
2. In order to receive this promise, Israel was to obey God's instructions in this matter.
3. In order to obey God's instructions, they had to receive instruction from God.
4. Hebrews 11:30 teaches that the walls of Jericho fell down by faith; therefore, proper faith is a

requirement of obedience.

IV. Discussion # 3 - ``TO LOVE GOD.''
A. God loved us.

1. God loves us so much that He gave his only begotten Son (John 3:16  (NKJV) — 16 For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life.

2. God's love for mankind is seen by the fact that man was and is undeserving of that love (I John
3:16). Cf Romans 5:8 ----- {while we were yet still sinners}
a. 1 John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And

we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
B. Requirements of loving God.

1. Obedience (John 14:15) (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
2. Loving his children (I John 4:20-21) (NKJV) — 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates

his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love
God whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves
God must love his brother also.

3. Enduring temptation (James 1:12) (NKJV) — 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation;
for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised
to those who love Him.

4. Caring for the less fortunate (I John 3:17) (NKJV) — 17 But whoever has this world’s goods,
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and sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide
in him?

5. Not loving the world (I John 2:15) (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

6. Feeding the Lord's sheep (John 21:15) (NKJV) — 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him,
“Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”

V. `Discussion # 4  - TO SERVE THE LORD WITH ALL THY HEART AND SOUL.''
A. Christians are voluntary slaves of God.

1. Discuss the word ``doulos.'' (servant)
a. "Do you know what I have done to you?"  Christ teaches both by word and deed.  What is

Jesus trying to teach his disciples here? 
(1) John 13:12-17 - The true teacher SERVES - 12,13; Mat 20:26-28; 1 Tim 3:1-10; Acts

20:28-31; 1 Pet 5
(a) John 13:12-13 (NKJV) - 12 So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments,

and sat down again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You
call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am.

(b) Matthew 20:26-28 (NKJV) - 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever
desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 27 And whoever desires
to be first among you, let him be your slave— 28 just as the Son of Man did not
come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many."

(c) 1 Timothy 3:1-10 (NKJV) - 1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position
of a bishop, he desires a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband
of one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach; 3
not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but gentle, not quarrelsome, not
covetous; 4 one who rules his own house well, having his children in submission
with all reverence 5 (for if a man does not know how to rule his own house, how will
he take care of the church of God?); 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride
he fall into the same condemnation as the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good
testimony among those who are outside, lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the
devil. 8 Likewise deacons must be reverent, not double-tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy for money, 9 holding the mystery of the faith with a pure
conscience. 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, being
found blameless.

(d) Acts 20:28-31 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure
savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples
after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not
cease to warn everyone night and day with tears.

(e) 1 Peter 5 (NKJV) - 1 The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow
elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that
will be revealed: 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as
overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; 3 nor
as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock; 4 and
when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that does not
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fade away. 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes,
all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for "God
resists the proud, But gives grace to the humble." 6 Therefore humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your
care upon Him, for He cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him,
steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by your
brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all grace, who called us to His
eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish,
strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and
ever. Amen. 12 By Silvanus, our faithful brother as I consider him, I have written to
you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you
stand. 13 She who is in Babylon, elect together with you, greets you; and so does
Mark my son. 14 Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to you all who are in
Christ Jesus. Amen.

2. Man's highest honor is to serve God.
3. The case in Matthew 20 concerning the mother of the sons of Zebedee and the Lord's teachings

about true greatness (Matt. 20:25-26).
a. Matthew 20:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know

that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority
over them. 26 Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among
you, let him be your servant.

B. True servitude demands surrender of man's will to that of God.
1. This surrender involves total trust in God.
2. This surrender involves reliance upon God.

VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. To truly do what the Lord requires, we must be faithful to fear him, obey him, love him and serve

him.
B. Failure to be faithful in these things will spell our doom and guarantee failure in this life and in the

life to come.

Adapted and Expanded from - Original Idea by Raymond Hagood
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