
WHAT DOTH HINDER ME TO BE BAPTIZED? - Acts 8:36
Intro:

A. Questions about one’s baptism is a worthwhile endeavor - since it is a matter of “life” [Heaven] and
“death” [Hell].   The eternal well being of your souls destiny is in your hands and it is imperative that
we be honest in all aspects of our actions, thoughts and conclusions. 
1. The What, How, Where, Why, When and Who - are all important questions we must ask

ourselves about our baptism - and then honestly ask ourselves if there is something that is
hindering our obedience to the Lord’s Invitation.

2. These questions are not intended to question the integrity of owns character - it is designed in
the fulfilment of 1 John 5:13 (NKJV) — 13 These things I have written to you who believe in
the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may
continue to believe in the name of the Son of God.

B. The question “WHAT HINDERS ME FROM BEING BAPTIZED?” is found in Acts 8
1. It must be noted that the Ethiopian Eunuch was:

a.  An honorable man – vs. 27
b. A religious man – vs. 27
c. A truth seeker – vs. 28
d. A humble man – vs. 30,31,34
e. A “ready” man – vs. 36
f. A convicted man – vs. 37
g. An obedient man – vs. 38
h. A joyful man – vs. 39

(1) Was still in his sins UNTIL they went down into the waters of Baptism.
2. What Things Did Occur in this case:

a. Immediate response -  "See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?" (Acts
8:36).

b.  Not a question of integrity but a check of his understanding Philip responded "If you believe
with all your heart you may" (Acts 9:37).

c.  The man then confessed, "I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."
3. What is very clear in this case are the things which did not occur:

a. No direct operation! – 
b. Not told to tell experience 
c. Not told to pray –
d. Not voted on –
e. Not told to confess being a sinner -
f. Not told to join a denomination –
g. Not sprinkled -

C. When we think about our baptism - three important questions:
1. When?

a. Infant, Child, Accountable, Understanding?
2. How?

a. Sprinkled, Pouring, Figurative, Immersion in Water?
3. WHY?

a. Please Others, Because you are already saved, to join a denomination, to obey Christ unto
(for) the forgiveness of Sin?

D. As with the lesson on where are you with God - honesty is a must and only YOU can answer these
questions.
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II. THE WHEN OF YOUR BAPTISM - How Old Were You?
A. Doctrines of Men - practiced by many

1. “The Church and parents would deny a child the priceless grace of becoming a child of God were
they not to confer Baptism shortly after birth" - (Catechism Of The Catholic Church)

2.  "baptism works forgiveness of sins, delivers from death and gives eternal salvation and that
infant baptism is God pleasing because persons so baptised were reborn and sanctified by the
Holy Spirit". - (Luther Small and Large Catechism)

3. “Thus, our doctrine as Presbyterians is that something happens when an infant is baptised and
the grace promised by the Holy Ghost is conferred to the infant.  However, this grace does not
come into effect immediately and will actually become effective at some future point in time
according to God's own will.”  -  (Westminster Confession pg 16)  

B. Where You Old Enough To:
1. Realize you were a lost sinner in need of salvation?
2. Understand who Jesus is and what He has done for us & why?
3. Comprehend what the Lord’s will is, what He required of you & WHY?

a. HEAR the word of the Lord (Acts 16:31-33; Rom. 10:17)
(1) Acts 16:31–33 (NKJV) — 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you

will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him
and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took them the same hour of the night and
washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.

(2) Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.

b. BELIEVE in Jesus as the Son of God (Mark 16:15-16)
(1) Mark 16:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

c. REPENT of sins (Acts 17:30)
(1) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
d. CONFESS with the mouth that Jesus is Lord (Acts 8:37; Rom 10:9-10)

(1) Acts 8:37 (NKJV) — 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.”
And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

(2) Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For
with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made
unto salvation.

e. To OBEY from the heart the Lord Jesus in baptism - (Rom 6:16-18)
(1) Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves

slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death,
or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were
slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were
delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

III. THE HOW OF YOUR BAPTISM - Spinkled, Pouring, Immersion?
A. Doctrines of Men

1. "How is baptism given? It is given by pouring water over the forehead of the person to be
baptized ..." - 1975 ed., p. 63. - (Catechism Of The Catholic Church)

2. "Dipping of the person into the water is not necessary; the Baptism is rightly administered by
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pouring or sprinkling water upon the person" - par. 6.141, Presbyterian Book of Confessions,
1967 ed. -  (Westminster Confession)  

B. Baptism = Immersion:
1. baptisma - <G908> "baptism," consisting of the processes of immersion, submersion and

emergence (from bapto, "to dip"),— Vine's
2. A burial in water (Acts 8:38; Col 2:12; Rom 6:4)

a. Acts 8:38–39 (NKJV) - 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they came up out
of the water, …

b. Romans 6:4 (NKJV) - 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

c. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) - 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

IV. THE WHY were YOU Then Baptized?
A. Thoughts to consider:

1. Don’t remember - parents had it done when a baby / child?
2. To please parents or friends? / join the crowd? / Preacher pressured me? …
3. As “an outward ‘SIGN’ of an inward grace” - i.e.,  because you believed you were already saved

- ?????
4. To become a member of a particular denomination?

B. The Bible NEVER calls NT baptism a “sign” or “picture” … 1 Peter 3:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 who
formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There
is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
1. After the gospel is first preached in Acts 2, the Bible never implies that a person is saved

BEFORE they are baptized into Christ - (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38-41; 8:12,13, 35-39; 16:34;
22:16)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38–41 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar
off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and
exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly
received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to
them.

c. Acts 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.
(1) Acts 8:13 (NKJV) — 13 Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized

he continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were
done.

d. Acts 8:35–39 (NKJV) — 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture,
preached Jesus to him. 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And
the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?” 37 Then Philip
said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that
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Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 38 So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both
Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized him. 39 Now when they
came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so that the eunuch saw
him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

e. Acts 16:34 (NKJV) — 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before
them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

f. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

2. Baptism was NOT an initiation right into a local church or denomination!
a. “…in the Apostolic age when there was one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and no differing

denominations existed, the baptism of a convert by the very act constituted him a member
of the church,... In that sense, baptism was the door into the church. Now it is different.” - 
Hiscox Standard Baptist Manuel p. 22

3. Were YOU Baptized :
a. To be saved? — Mark 16:16; 1 Pet 3:21

(1) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

(2) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

b. For, (unto), the remission of sins — Acts 2:38; 22:16; cf. Mat 26:28
(1) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) = 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for [e?? (eis)] the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

(2) Matthew 26:28 (NKJV) - 28 For1 this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed
for2 many for3 the remission of sins.
(a)  Wm. Arndt and F.W. Gingrich,-  citing Acts 2:38 –  eis is defined as expressing

“purpose,” with the sense of “in order to,” rendered the same phrase: “for forgiveness
of sins, so that sins might be forgiven . . . Acts 2:38:” (Greek-English Lexicon,
Chicago: University of Chicago, 1967, 228 – Ref by Vines - 714). 

(b) Ceslas Spicq citing Acts 2:38 – “Water baptism is a means of realizing this
conversion, and its goal – something altogether new – is a washing, ‘the remission
of sins’” (Theological Lexicon of the New Testament, Peabody, MA: Hendrickson,
1994, Vol. 1, 242). 

(c) Daniel B. Wallace — “the “causal” use of eis in Acts 2:38 (i.e., “because of” instead
of “in order to”) has been demonstrated to fail in terms of linguistic evidence -
(Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics  p. 370)”

(3) Repent AND be Baptized - the AND here is like the railway cart coupling - it joins the
two together
(a) End result - FOR the remission of Sins.

c. To enter into Christ, His body — Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 12:13
(1) Romans 6:3 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
(2) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put

on Christ.
(3) 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one

body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink
into one Spirit.
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d. To come into contact with Jesus’ death (blood) — Rom. 6:3-5; Col 3:12
(1) Romans 6:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized

into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him
through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection,

(2) Colossians 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on
tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;

e. To become a child of God — Gal. 3:27
(1) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put

on Christ.
f. An appeal to God for a good conscience — 1 Pet 3:21; Acts 22:16

(1) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not
the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

(2) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

4. Acts 19:1–5 (NKJV) - 1 And it happened, while Apollos was at Corinth, that Paul, having
passed through the upper regions, came to Ephesus. And finding some disciples 2 he said to
them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” So they said to him, “We have not
so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit.” 3 And he said to them, “Into what then were
you baptized?” So they said, “Into John’s baptism.” 4 Then Paul said, “John indeed baptized
with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should believe on Him who would
come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.” 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus.

V. INTO WHAT - then were you Baptized?
A. The “INTO” is of great importance here: 5 … baptized in [eis] (into) the name of the Lord Jesus.

1. Acts 2:38 -“in [?p? - epi] (upon) the name of Jesus Christ” – in baptism the sinner recognizes
the sacrifice and exaltation of Christ as the ground of his salvation.

2. Acts 8:16 - “in [e?? - eis] (into) the name of the Lord Jesus. INTO union and communion with
the one Who died  – (Rom. 6:3-6)

3. Acts 10:48 -  “In [?? - en] the name of the Lord” - in respect to the commandment of the Son of
God. 

4. Acts 10:43 (NKJV) - 43 To Him all the prophets witness that, through His name, whoever
believes in Him will receive remission of sins.”
a. Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13 cf Acts 2:28; 8:16, 10:48, 19:5

(1) Acts 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of
the LORD Shall be saved.’
(a) Romans 10:13 (NKJV) — 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be

saved.”
(b) Acts 2:28 (NKJV) — 28 You have made known to me the ways of life; You will

make me full of joy in Your presence.’
(c) Acts 8:16 (NKJV) — 16 For as yet He had fallen upon none of them. They had only

been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.
(d) Acts 10:48 (NKJV) — 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of

the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a few days.
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(e) Acts 19:5 (NKJV) — 5 When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.

(2) Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21
(a) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and

wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
(b) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism

(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

B. It is FAITH In The WORKING of GOD
1. Colossians 2:12-13 (NKJV)  - 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised

with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  13 And you,
being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together
with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

VI. In Conclusion:
A. With regards to YOUR baptism - the When, The How and The WHY?

1. Were you responding to the Gospel of Christ or a Doctrine of Men?
B. Matthew 21:23–27 (NKJV) - 23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and the elders

of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing these
things? And who gave You this authority?” 24 But Jesus answered and said to them, “I also will ask
you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what authority I do these things:
1.  25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or from men?” And they reasoned

among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count John as a
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus and said, “We do not know.” And He said to them, “Neither
will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

2. You can take this very same attitude - but know for certain the Gospel has been preached and
how you respond is not MY RESPONSIBILITY but YOURS!

Further Thoughts:
I. FAITH IN: A. God (Heb. 11:6). B. Christ (John 8:24).
II. REPENTANCE. A. Luke 13:3,5 B. Acts 17:30
III. CONFESSION. A. Rom. 10:9-10 B. Acts 8:37
IV. FAMILY. A. Matt. 10:37 B. Luke 14:26
V. SOCIAL, POLITICAL STANDING.  A. Acts 24:24-25 B. Acts 26:27-29
VI. TUG OF THE WORLD.   A. 1 John 2:15-17 B. Rom. 12:2

C. Gal. 5:24-26
VII. PROCRASTINATION. A. Acts 24:25

CONCLUSION:
1. Death  ---- Adapted Expanded from Original Idea Leon Willis outline in Furhter thoughts

Page 6 of  6


