
WHAT SHALL IT PROFIT A MAN, IF HE GAIN THE WHOLE WORLD, AND LOSE
HIS OWN SOUL? Mark 8:36

Introduction:
A. Today the world celebrates father’s day - just as in the case of mothers day - we recognize the

importance of Godly parents - but our focus is not on the secular holiday, but on the very reason we
are here today - “THE LORD’S DAY!.”
1. In our lesson on Mothers day we noted that the Lord looks at what “HE sees in our Homes” -

with regards to the Father - God has given him the responsibility to be the “Bread Winner” - to
labor with his hands.

2. This is seen in the very curse placed on man from the garden of Eden - cf Gen 3:17-19
3. However, the problem we have in our modern society is the “killing of the fathers role” in the

providing for the family.
a. We must always be reminded that the “WANTS of the FAMILY” or different from the

“NEEDS of the FAMILY”.
b. In to many cases fathers are too busy and absent from their God given roles in the family

because - they are out in the work place chasing after the material gains of the world. 
B. The question that is here asked in Mark 8:36 - is indeed a timeless question, which each generation

has to answer.
1. Although, the word “man” here is of humanity in general - I want us here today to consider the

role of the father as well.
2. What “PROFIT” brothers is it if we “gain the whole world for our families” but neglect the very

role and purpose God has given to us as MEN, HUSBANDS and FATHERS.
a. There is no greater joy in the eyes of a father than to see his children be faithful in the Lord -

cf 2 John 4.
b. BUT.... how can this be if we are not present?
c. HOW, can we raise up our children to be faithful to the Lord is we are neglecting our

responsibility - cf Eph. 6:4? 
C. In our study we will consider some examples from the Old Testament and then we will deal with our

text.
1. In the examination we must “TEST OURSELVES” - 2 Cor 13:5
2. DO WE NOT KNOW OURSELVES?

II. DISCUSSION: ESAU SOLD HIS BIRTHRIGHT IN ORDER TO GAIN GOOD FOR THE
MOMENT:
A. Genesis 25:27-34 (NKJV) — 27 So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the

field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his
game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from the field, and
he was weary. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed me with that same red stew, for I am weary.”
Therefore his name was called Edom. 31 But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.” 32
And Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; so what is this birthright to me?” 33 Then Jacob said,
“Swear to me as of this day.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 And Jacob
gave Esau bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau
despised his birthright.
1. Esau came in and was hungry.
2. It was not “life threatening.”
3. His immediate need for food was so great it clouded his judgment.  IS THERE A LESSON

HERE BROTHERS FOR US as fathers?
B. Hebrews 12:16-17 (NKJV) — 16 lest there be any fornicator or profane person like Esau, who for
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one morsel of food sold his birthright. 17 For you know that afterward, when he wanted to inherit
the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought it diligently
with tears.
1. The writer here describes him as being ``profane.''
2. He is placed on the same level as one who is a fornicator.
3. The fornicator ``risks'' all that he has in terms of his family for a ``few moments'' of pleasure.
4. How important could the food have been to Esau in view of his future.
5. It is too easy to think of the ``here and now.''

C. I believe we can see the connection to how GOD views our pursuit of material/physical happiness
and things to the very act that destroys so many marriages today!
1. It is adultery/fornication - going after that which is vain in life.
2. Remember, last weeks lesson - “What is your Life?” - you but have a short moment to influence

the lives of our children and the lost”
a. Are we using our time wisely? 

III. BALAAM WAS WILLING TO RISK EVERYTHING IN ORDER TO GAIN POSITION AND
MONEY OFFERED BY BALAK:
A. The elders of Moab and Midian come to Balaam with the rewards of divination in order to ``buy

him'' (Numbers 22:7 (NKJV) — 7 So the elders of Moab and the elders of Midian departed with the
diviner’s fee in their hand, and they came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak.

B. The second meeting brought the promise of position for Balaam.
1. Numbers 22:17 (NKJV) — 17 for I will certainly honor you greatly, and I will do whatever you

say to me. Therefore please come, curse this people for me.’ ”
2. Balaam knew if Moab gave him a house full of gold and silver, he could not go beyond what

God had said (Numbers 22:18 (NKJV) — 18 Then Balaam answered and said to the servants
of Balak, “Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not go beyond
the word of the LORD my God, to do less or more.

3. He told them to wait until he could speak with the Lord (Numbers 22:19 (NKJV) — 19 Now
therefore, please, you also stay here tonight, that I may know what more the LORD will say to
me.”
a. He did not want to lose what they offered.
b. He thought he could ̀ `bargain'' with God. - THERE IS NO BARGAINING HERE FOLKS!
c. We are today still plagued with those who think they can bargain with God.

(1) BUT LORD....cf Matthew 7:21 ---- “Look what I got for my family!”
(2) Do you think God will Approve?

C. The New Testament draws on this example of Balaam.
1. Those who are ``greedy'' are compared as those who ``run'' after the error of Balaam.

a. To run indicates the depth of commitment to this way of life (Jude 11 (NKJV) — 11 Woe
to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for
profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

b. Are we running after the things of this world?
2. The picture of reward in this passage in Jude shows us the ``here and now.''  cf. Matthew 6:2

(NKJV) — 2 Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before you as
the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have glory from men.
Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.

D. The church at Pergamos was guilty of permitting those within the church who had the ``doctrine of
Balaam'' (Revelation 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have
there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the

Page 2 of  4



children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

IV. LET US NOW CONSIDER OUR TEXT WITH SOME BACKGROUND INFORMATION.
A. Peter rebuked the Lord because of the statements about the coming death of Jesus (Mark 8:32).

1. Mark 8:32–35 (NKJV) — 32 He spoke this word openly. Then Peter took Him aside and began
to rebuke Him.

B. Jesus then corrects Peter's outburst (v.33) - But when He had turned around and looked at His
disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things
of God, but the things of men.” 
1. How did Jesus correct him?
2. Peter did not have his mind on the things of God but rather the things of men.

a. Peter was seeing the ``here and now.''  He was not looking, as God does, on the whole
picture.  cf. Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are
your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are
My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

b. How many men, on coming to their retirement or to deaths doorstep - do not know their
children, wife or their fellow brethren because they have been so absent?

C. Jesus reveals the cost of following him (v.34)  - When He had called the people to Himself, with His
disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take
up his cross, and follow Me. 
1. The price of the soul has never been `̀ cheap.''
2. God paid a tremendous price and in turn expects us to likewise ``invest'' in our own salvation.

D. The person who tries to ̀ `save his life'' is the one who is interested in this world (v.35) - For whoever
desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake and the gospel's will save
it.
1. He finds his ``security'' in what he has or in the amount in his bank account.
2. Some build their ̀ `security'' in moral behaviors, thinking such conduct will keep bad things from

happening to them.
3. Our security is in Christ.  

a. No matter what comes or what we lose, we still have our Lord.  cf. Hebrews 13:5–6 (NKJV)
— 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For
He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 6 So we may boldly say: “The
LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

E. The person who ``loses their life'' for Christ and the gospel will save that life.
1. The Christian who is taught sacrifice finds a great ``Key'' to the joy of life.  cf. John 10:10

(NKJV) — 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

2. It is possible to sacrifice and still be wrong.
a. The way in which life is saved under these circumstances is serving the Lord for the right

reason.  cf. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service.

V. BASED ON WHAT THE LORD HAD JUST TAUGHT, HE RAISES THE QUESTION IN OUR
TEXT:
A. Is there profit in pursing this world and all it has to offer?

1. 1 John 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him.
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2. James 5:1-3 (NKJV) — 1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for your miseries that are coming
upon you! 2 Your riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver
are corroded, and their corrosion will be a witness against you and will eat your flesh like fire.
You have heaped up treasure in the last days.

B. Covetousness is a sin which can be practiced if one has little or much.
1. It is a sin of attitude.
2. 1 Corinthians 5:11 (NKJV) — 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with

anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person.

C. The Lord was revealing a great truth to deal with life.
1. We must learn to desire the things of God.  cf. Colossians 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 If then you were

raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand
of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.

2. There must be a changing of ``taste.''  cf. 1 Peter 2:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, laying aside all
malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk
of the word, that you may grow thereby, 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.

D. When our focus is on this world then we give up our souls for what we view.
1. When, we stop and take a hard long look at ourselves BROTHERS - what have we gained if we

have lost our children, and yes our very souls BECAUSE, we were to busy in trying to “GAIN
the WHOLE WORLD” for our families?

VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. There is nothing in this world that is worth losing our souls over.
B. Whatever we gain is of no value if at the end of the way, we are lost.
C. A HONEST and GOOD heart - cf Luke 8:15 is needed in our examination of our homes and in our

daily lives.
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