
ARE YE THEN NOT PARTIAL IN YOURSELVES? James 2:4
Introduction:

A. I want you all to know that just before getting off Face book and other social media sites, I was
accused of being a racist - and what prompted these statements and accusations was my stand against
the BLM and Antifa movements. (Not any from the congregation here)
1. The Maxists philosophy is contrary to scripture - and I will seek to show that today.
2. The founders of these two movements - hold unscriptural and immoral values no Christian

should support.
a. Transgender and Homosexual rights for all.

3. But, the greatest condemnation came from the fact that I have not addressed or preached on the
matter.
a. It must me noted that the congregation here in Winter Park, Wilmington NC is very unique

because on this subject there needs to be no teaching of correction.
b. Thus, the lesson here today is by way of reminder and instruction.
c. It is also in keeping with looking at some of the questions raised by James in his Epistle.

B. James asks this question in ARE YE THEN NOT PARTIAL IN YOURSELVES? James 2:4: 
1. Definition of partial: “To separate, distinguish, discern, judge, decide, also to be divided in one's

mind...to hesitate, or doubt.”
C. The problem James deals with:

1. Being forgetful hearers (1:22,25), they had forgotten they could not serve God and have respect
of persons (2:1).
a. James 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving

yourselves.
b. James 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in

it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does.

c. James 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
of glory, with partiality.

2. Being double-minded (James 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his
ways.), they had become unstable because they were courting the favors of the wealthy for the
sake of their wealth (James 2:2-3; 1 Tim. 6:10).
a. James 2:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold

rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you
pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good
place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,”
(1) 1 Timothy 6:10 (NKJV) — 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for

which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows.

b. Being divided in their minds (1 Tim. 6:10), they knew the truth of God on this matter, but
they still harbored the greedy idea of obtaining favors from the rich and powerful.  
(1) This greed caused them to make a distinction between the rich and the poor.

D. To Whom does James address this question?
1. Any congregation seeking to attract people for the purpose of meeting budgets and obtaining

personal gain!
2. Any congregation that overlooks sin to keep the wealthy!
3. Any congregation that disregards 1 Tim. 3 and Titus 1 in order to appoint elders and deacons

of the prestigious!
4. Any congregation that over-steps the bounds of fellowship to gain power, wealth, or number!
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5. Any congregation or individual Christian that looks on race, color of skin, or any other factor to
determine their worthiness to be a part of the kingdom of God.

E. Could this be the seeds from which “UNITY IN DIVERSITY” has sprouted?
1. The Lord’s Prayer in John 17 - did not make intercession to His Father so that we could be

united in DIVERSITY.
2. I want you all to know once again the only color the Father sees is - RED - yes the blood of His

SON that makes us all ONE IN THE KINGDOM.

II. DISCUSSION: THE FAITH OF CHRIST IS WITHOUT RESPECT OF PERSONS (James 2:1
NKJV) — 1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with
partiality.
A. A Few Examples to CONSIDER:

1. Our Lord did not have respect of persons (Luke 20:21).
a. Luke 20:21 (NKJV) — 21 Then they asked Him, saying, “Teacher, we know that You say

and teach rightly, and You do not show personal favoritism, but teach the way of God in
truth:

2. Peter declared God not a respecter of persons (Acts 10:34-35).
a. Acts 10:34–35 (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that

God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness
is accepted by Him.

3. At judgment, God will not be a respecter of persons (Eph. 6:9; Rom. 2:11; Col. 3:25).
a. Ephesians 6:9 (NKJV) — 9 And you, masters, do the same things to them, giving up

threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality with
Him.

b. Romans 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 For there is no partiality with God.
c. Colossians 3:25 (NKJV) — 25 But he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done,

and there is no partiality.
B. Here in James, He uses visuals to reveal their sad condition:

1. God's people as ushers (James 2:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 For if there should come into your assembly
a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes,
3 and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a
good place,” and say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,”
a. Their actions revealed prejudice in their hearts.
b. Their actions revealed the motive behind their evangelism, to meet budgets and obtain

personal favors, not to save souls.
2. God's people as judges (James 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 have you not shown partiality among

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?
a. Judges using wrong standard of measurement:

(1) Fine clothes --- fine character; shabby clothes --- shabby character.  Used wealth as an
indicator of worth.

(2) Used the social and economic standards of the world as an acceptable practice in the
church.

b. Judges with the wrong motives:
(1) They were prompted to show favor because lurking in the back of their minds were

thoughts ̀ `someday I might need a favor...'' or ̀ `Why bother with the poor, they can never
do anything for us....''

(2) They despised the poor for being poor.  They gave honor to the rich only because they
were rich (James 2:6 (NKJV) — 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the
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rich oppress you and drag you into the courts?
(a) They forgot 1 Cor. 1:18-29.

i) 1 Corinthians 1:18–29 (NKJV) — 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness
to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.
19 For it is written: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, And bring to nothing
the understanding of the prudent.” 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this
world? 21 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not
know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to
save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after
wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to
the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks,
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of
God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For
you see your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish
things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things
of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty; 28 and the base things
of the world and the things which are despised God has chosen, and the things
which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 that no flesh should glory
in His presence.

(b) We SHOULD NOT FORGET .....!
C. God's people with divided minds (James 2:4–9 (NKJV) — 4 have you not shown partiality among

yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brethren: Has God not
chosen the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those
who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you
into the courts? 7 Do they not blaspheme that noble name by which you are called? 8 If you really
fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do
well; 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
1. With half their mind they knew the rich were oppressive, dragging Christians to courts unfairly,

blaspheming the name of Christ (James 2:6 (NKJV) — 6 But you have dishonored the poor
man. Do not the rich oppress you and drag you into the courts?

2. But the other half of their mind was filled with evil thought of personal gain, so they honored
these persecutors before the assembly!  In doing this they dishonored the Christians who had
suffered at their hand.  They also dishonored the church and all it stands for!

D. God's people as law-breakers (James 2:8–11 (NKJV) — 8 If you really fulfill the royal law
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well; 9 but if you
show partiality, you commit sin, and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever shall
keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all. 11 For He who said, “Do not
commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do
murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.
1. Keeping all of God's commandments is of no value when we reject his will in one point (Luke

6:46; Matt. 7:21-23; 19:16-22).
a. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things

which I say?
b. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
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Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

c. Matthew 19:16–22 (NKJV) — 16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,
what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” 17 So He said to him, “Why do you
call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep
the commandments.” 18 He said to Him, “Which ones?” Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not
murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false
witness,’ 19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ ” 20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth.
What do I still lack?” 21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have
and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” 22 But
when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

2. This law is royal because it was given by a king!  It is a rule that is always right.  We need to
evaluate our character (Matt. 22:39).
a. Matthew 22:39 (NKJV) — 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as

yourself.’
3. It is royal when kept in deed and truth (Matt. 7:12; 1 John 3:17-20).  

a. Matthew 7:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

b. 1 John 3:17–20 (NKJV) — 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in
need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little
children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth. 19 And by this we
know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart
condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and knows all things.

c. We cannot break any laws concerning our relationships with our fellow man (Matt. 22:40).
(1) Matthew 22:40 (NKJV) — 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the

Prophets.”
4. Consider Gal. 6:1-5; 5:14; Rom. 13:8-10; Exodus 20:1-17; James 2:10.

a. Galatians 6:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks
himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But let each one
examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.
5 For each one shall bear his own load.

b. Galatians 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

c. Romans 13:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not bear false witness,”
“You shall not covet,” and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this
saying, namely, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no harm to a
neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.

d. Exodus 20:1–17 (NKJV) — 1 And God spoke all these words, saying: 2 “I am the LORD
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3 “You
shall have no other gods before Me. 4 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD
your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third
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and fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing mercy to thousands, to those
who love Me and keep My commandments. 7 “You shall not take the name of the LORD
your God in vain, for the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes His name in vain. 8
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
10 but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you,
nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female servant, nor your
cattle, nor your stranger who is within your gates. 11 For in six days the LORD made the
heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore
the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 12 “Honor your father and your mother,
that your days may be long upon the land which the LORD your God is giving you. 13 “You
shall not murder. 14 “You shall not commit adultery. 15 “You shall not steal. 16 “You shall
not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house;
you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor his male servant, nor his female servant, nor
his ox, nor his donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s.”

e. James 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one
point, he is guilty of all.

5. Partiality is sin (v.9)!  James 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 but if you show partiality, you commit sin, and
are convicted by the law as transgressors.
a. It is an offense against love, which is the fulfilling of the law (Gal. 5:14; John 14:15). 

(1) Galatians 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

(2) John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
b. A man cannot despise a person for what he does not have any more than he can violate any

other commandment and still retain God's favor (1 John 4:20-21; 4:7-8).
(1) 1 John 4:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 If someone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he

is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen? 21 And this commandment we have from Him: that he who loves
God must love his brother also.

(2) 1 John 4:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not
know God, for God is love.

E. Showing Partiality is serious (James 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 For He who said, “Do not commit
adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” Now if you do not commit adultery, but you do murder, you
have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law
of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy. Mercy triumphs
over judgment.:
1. If we show partiality we are convicted of the law as transgressors.  We cannot please God if our

conduct violates the golden rule (Matt. 7:12).
a. Matthew 7:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to

them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.
2. So James exhorts, ``So speak ye and so do as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty...''

(v.12). 
3.  Don't live as those who allow themselves to be judged by the standards of the world!

III. CONCLUSION:
A. In God's sight, all men are equal in privilege and promise; and with him, one soul is as precious as

another!
1. The argument which lies MATTER was settled on the CROSS - and as long as we seek to lift
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one person or groups of people above others - we are guilty of SIN.
B. This problem is as old as man, but James' admonition is as relevant today as a doctor's council for

regular physical examinations to detect early symptoms of cancer (1 Tim. 6:10; James 1:9-11).
1. 1 Timothy 6:10 (NKJV) — 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which

some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.

2. James 1:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but the rich in his
humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has the sun
risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful appearance
perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits.
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