
“WHAT IS THE GREAT MYSTERY?” - Ephesians 5:32 (NKJV) ---- “This is a great mystery, but I
speak concerning Christ and the church.” - WHY do I LOVE The church of CHRIST!”

Intro:
A. It should be no mystery to anyone - as to WHY I LOVE the church (body - called out) that belongs

to Christ - Matthew 16:18; Acts 20:28; Ephesians 5:22-32
1. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
2. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood.

B. Ephesians 5:22–32 (NKJV) - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.
24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in
everything. 

1. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26
that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she
should be holy and without blemish. 

2. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves
himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord
does the church. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 

3. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two
shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

C. To Clarify - I am not professing LOVE FOR:
1. A building with a sign …I could care less about a sign outside - if the sign from those inside are

not pointing to Christ as their Head!
2. … ANY manmade organization or denomination! — 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 2 Cor 12:20

a. 1 Corinthians 1:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

b. 2 Corinthians 12:20 (NKJV) — 20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I
wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults;

3. … Only those who subscribe to a particular man made tradition or pattern! — Matt. 15:7-9,13;
Rom. 10:1-3 - ie. Including what magazines or bulletins one subscribes too.

a. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far
from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

b. Matthew 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted.

c. Romans 10:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that
they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
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righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.
D. WHAT I AM professing LOVE For:

1. … what Jesus gave His life for — Acts 20:28; Eph 5:25; Gal 2:20; 1 Pet 1:18-21
a. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood.

b. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) — 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself for her,

c. Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) — 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who
loved me and gave Himself for me.

d. 1 Peter 1:18–21 (NKJV) — 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21
who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God.

2. … the body of which Jesus is the head — Eph 1:22,23; 4:4; 5:22; Col. 1:18 
a. Ephesians 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head

over all things to the church,
(1) Ephesians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

b. Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling;

c. Ephesians 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
d. Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
3. … ALL the saved in Christ — Gal. 3:26,27; 1 Cor. 12:13; Eph 5:25; Col. 1:13; etc.

a. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
(1) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.
b. 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one

body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into
one Spirit.

c. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) — 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself for her,

d. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,

4. Local groups who adhere to the doctrine of Christ — Rom 16:16; 2 Cor. 11:28
a. Romans 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet

you.
b. 2 Corinthians 11:28 (NKJV) — 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my

deep concern for all the churches.

II. I LOVE THE church of CHRIST - BECAUSE OF ITS ORIGIN - Eph 5:23 - 23 For the husband is head
of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body.
A. “I will build MY CHURCH” - Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are

Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
B. “The Lord added to THE CHURCH daily” - Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor
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with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.
C. IT IS OF GOD - NOT MAN! — Matthew 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 But He answered and said, “Every

plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted.
D. It still exists today — (the seed principle) — Luke 8:11; 1 Pet. 1:22-25; Acts 2:38-47; Col. 1:13

1. Gen 1:12 - Seed after its Own Kind...
2. Luke 8:11 - compare the works of men and that which it establishes.

a. Those Following ONLY the Bible - are a church BELONGING TO JESUS.
b. This church SUBMITS To HIM.

3. Luke 8:11 (NKJV) — 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.
a. 1 Peter 1:22–25 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having
been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives
and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of
the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures
forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.

b. Acts 2:38–47 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as
many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted
them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the
apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold
their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food
with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

c. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed
us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,

d. Genesis 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed
according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good.

III. I LOVE THE church of CHRIST - BECAUSE IT SUBMITS - Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV) - 24 Therefore,
just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything.
A. The church of Christ FOLLOWS the teaching of Christ - Eph 5:24; Col. 3:17; Jn 10:27; 2 Jn 9

1. Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives
be to their own husbands in everything.

a. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.

b. John 10:27 (NKJV) — 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
c. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
2. How to be saved - Acts 2:14-38; 16:30-33 …

a. Acts 2:14–38 (NKJV) — 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to
them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my
words. 15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16
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But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days,
says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall
prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire
and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before
the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And it shall come to pass That
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words:
Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—23 Him, being delivered by the
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified,
and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not
possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD
always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my
heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 27 For You
will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 28 You
have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 29
“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise
up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which
you now see and hear. 34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The
LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter
said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

b. Acts 16:30–33 (NKJV) — 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he
and all his family were baptized.

3. Organization — Phili. 1:1
a. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints

in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
b. Men meeting God’s requirements to be Elders and Deacons

4. Worship — Jn 4:24; Eph 5:19; Acts 20:7; etc.
a. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
b. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,

singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
c. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to

break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.
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5. Work - Evangelism / edification / benevolence - Eph 4:11 - 16; 1 Thess 1:8; Acts 2:42 ff …
a. Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

b. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not
only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything.

c. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

B. 1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) - 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to
conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground
of the truth.

1. SUBMITS TO THE AUTHORITY OF CHRIST:
a. Abides in the teaching, i.e., what Christ has revealed - not what He hasn’t … 2 Tim 3:16,17; 2

John 9; 
(1) 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
(a) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped

for every good work.
b. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
2. Does NOT follow the doctrines and commandments of men - Matt. 15:7-9,13

a. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far
from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

b. Matthew 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted.

IV. I LOVE THE church of CHRIST - BECAUSE JESUS DOES - HE Gave His LIFE for It - Ephesians
5:25 (NKJV) - 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself
for her,

A. Ephesians 5:28–29 (NKJV) - 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies;
he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church.

1. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) - 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His
own blood.

2. 1 Peter 1:18–19 (NKJV) - 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot

B. DUE TO THIS RELATIONSHIP - IT IS BLESSED - Ephesians 5:26–27 (NKJV) - 26 that He
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might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her
to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be
holy and without blemish.

1. The church IS all who are in Christ Jesus!  — Ephesians 1:3-16; 5:23 - UNIVERSAL CONCEPT
a. Ephesians 1:3–16 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before
Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according
to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He made us
accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom
and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good
pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times
He might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on
earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to
the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who
first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you
heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were
sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 15 Therefore I also, after I
heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give
thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers:

b. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the
church; and He is the Savior of the body.

c. NOTE THESE FEATURES from Chapter ONE:
(1) The chosen - 4
(2) Beloved - 4
(3) Predestined - 5
(4) Adopted - 5
(5) Accepted - 6
(6) Redeemed - 7-10
(7) An inheritance - 11

2. Outside of Christ - Lost Without Hope
a. NO spiritual blessings –
b. NOT chosen –
c. NOT children of God –
d. NOT accepted -
e. NO redemption –
f. NO forgiveness –
g. NO relationship -
h. NO assurance -
i. NO heavenly Inheritance 

(1) THOSE IN THE BODY - BAPTIZED INTO - Rom. 6:3-6 ; Gal. 3:26-27 ; Acts 2:38,47
(2) Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness
of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that
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our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin.

(3) Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

(4) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.

(5) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

3. In Christ / His CHURCH /Saved / Hope
a. ALL spiritual blessings 

(1) Chosen –
(2) A child of God –
(3) Accepted –
(4) Redeemed –
(5) Forgiven –
(6) Reconciled -

b. Assurance -
c. A Heavenly Inheritance 

V. In Conclusion: NO MYSTERY WHY I LOVE THE church of CHRIST (That which belongs to Him and
Him Alone)
A. Because of its :

1. ORIGIN
2. SUBMISSION
3. OUR SAVIOR DOES
4. And It is BLESSED

B. It is for these reasons we should:
1. Seek to build it up - Hebrews 10:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 And let us consider one another in order

to stir up love and good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the
manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

2. Strive to serve within it - Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

3. Willing to Sacrifice for it - 1 John 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 But whoever has this world’s goods, and
sees his brother in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?

4. Support it with all of zeal for the efforts - 2 Corinthians 8:9 (NKJV) — 9 For you know the grace
of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that you
through His poverty might become rich.

C. The greatest MYSTERY is why anyone would not want:
1. The Lord to Add them to His body - Acts 2:38-47
2. One would not want to SUBMIT to the HEAD - Eph 5:23; Col 3:17
3. To Follow the Lord to Be Blessed - 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved

brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
labor is not in vain in the Lord.

D. Acts 20:22–32 (NKJV) — 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the
things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that
chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear
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to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from the Lord
Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 “And indeed, now I know that you all, among
whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face no more. 26 Therefore I testify
to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to
you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased
with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in among
you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse
things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three
years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32 “So now, brethren, I commend
you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance
among all those who are sanctified.
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