
HOW SHALL WE ESCAPE IF WE NEGLECT SO GREAT SALVATION? Hebrews 2:3
Introduction:

A. Man has escaped from many perils.
1. We have read of escapes from prisons, jails, etc.
2. Relate the story of the Escape from Alcatraz.
3. Others have escaped shipwrecks, plane crashes, tornadoes, etc.

B. As a result, man has reasoned that he can escape God and his way of righteousness.
1. God has one way of righteousness (John 14:6; Acts 4:12).

a. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

b. Acts 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under
heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”

2. Man must submit to God's way (Rom. 10:1-3).
a. Romans 10:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that

they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

3. Those addressed by the writer of Hebrews are warned there is no other way of salvation. 
Salvation is in Jesus Christ.

C. What are some of the things of God that man is trying to escape but can’t?

II. DISCUSSION: MAN CANNOT ESCAPE THE ALL-SEEING EYE OF GOD.
A.  God sees and knows all things.

1. Prov. 15:3; Heb. 4:13
a. Proverbs 15:3 (NKJV) — 3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Keeping watch on the

evil and the good.
b. Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things

are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
2. Psalm 139:1-4, 7-13

a. Psalm 139:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know
my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off. 3 You comprehend
my path and my lying down, And are acquainted with all my ways. 4 For there is not a word
on my tongue, But behold, O LORD, You know it altogether.

b. Psalm 139:7–13 (NKJV) — 7 Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from
Your presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are there; If I make my bed in hell, behold,
You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning, And dwell in the uttermost parts of the
sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And Your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say,
“Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the night shall be light about me; 12 Indeed, the
darkness shall not hide from You, But the night shines as the day; The darkness and the light
are both alike to You. 13 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s
womb.
(1) The Psalmist declared that he could not hide from God.

c. Men such as Achan have tried but failed (Josh. 7).
(1) Joshua 7:1–26 (NKJV) — 1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass regarding

the accursed things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of
the tribe of Judah, took of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD burned against
the children of Israel. 2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth
Aven, on the east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, “Go up and spy out the
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country.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 And they returned to Joshua and said
to him, “Do not let all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go up
and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of Ai are few.” 4 So
about three thousand men went up there from the people, but they fled before the men
of Ai. 5 And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for they chased them from
before the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down on the descent; therefore the
hearts of the people melted and became like water. 6 Then Joshua tore his clothes, and
fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the LORD until evening, he and the elders
of Israel; and they put dust on their heads. 7 And Joshua said, “Alas, Lord GOD, why
have You brought this people over the Jordan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the
Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, that we had been content, and dwelt on the other side of the
Jordan! 8 O Lord, what shall I say when Israel turns its back before its enemies? 9 For
the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear it, and surround us, and cut
off our name from the earth. Then what will You do for Your great name?” 10 So the
LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your face? 11 Israel has sinned,
and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. For they have
even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived; and they
have also put it among their own stuff. 12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand
before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have
become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy
the accursed from among you. 13 Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify
yourselves for tomorrow, because thus says the LORD God of Israel: “There is an
accursed thing in your midst, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you
take away the accursed thing from among you.” 14 In the morning therefore you shall be
brought according to your tribes. And it shall be that the tribe which the LORD takes
shall come according to families; and the family which the LORD takes shall come by
households; and the household which the LORD takes shall come man by man. 15 Then
it shall be that he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be burned with fire, he and
all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the LORD, and because he
has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ” 16 So Joshua rose early in the morning and
brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken. 17 He brought the clan
of Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of the Zarhites
man by man, and Zabdi was taken. 18 Then he brought his household man by man, and
Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was
taken. 19 Now Joshua said to Achan, “My son, I beg you, give glory to the LORD God
of Israel, and make confession to Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide
it from me.” 20 And Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the
LORD God of Israel, and this is what I have done: 21 When I saw among the spoils a
beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of silver, and a wedge of gold
weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they are, hidden in the
earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” 22 So Joshua sent messengers, and
they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under it. 23 And
they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the children
of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD. 24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him,
took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his
daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought
them to the Valley of Achor. 25 And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The
LORD will trouble you this day.” So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned
them with fire after they had stoned them with stones. 26 Then they raised over him a
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great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the LORD turned from the fierceness of
His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called the Valley of Achor to this
day.

3. Men will do their evil deeds after dark, thinking no one will see or know.
B. God sees our outward and our inward man.

1. Jer. 23:24; Acts 1:24
a. Jeremiah 23:24 (NKJV) — 24 Can anyone hide himself in secret places, So I shall not see

him?” says the LORD; “Do I not fill heaven and earth?” says the LORD.
b. Acts 1:24 (NKJV) — 24 And they prayed and said, “You, O Lord, who know the hearts of

all, show which of these two You have chosen
2. Note the selection of David to succeed Saul (1 Sam. 16:7).

a. 1 Samuel 16:7 (NKJV) — 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance
or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man
sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

3. An illustration of God's All-seeing eye  --- The story is told of a foreman on a road working crew. 
As he would leave, the men would sit down and take it easy while he was gone.  When the crew
saw him returning they would jump up and begin to work again.  As long as he watched them,
they would work.  One day he took his glass eye out and placed it on a post nearby.  As he drove
off the men continued to work, because they thought they were being watched.
a. All men should realize, as the Bible teaches, that God is watching all we do.
b. We sing ``There's an all seeing eye watching you'' and, there is!

III. MAN CANNOT ESCAPE THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN.
A. Man wants to live like the ``devil'' and die like a ``saint.''

1. God's warning is Galatians 5:7-8; cf. Hosea 8:7.
a. Galatians 5:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 8

This persuasion does not come from Him who calls you.
(1) Hosea 8:7 (NKJV) — 7 “They sow the wind, And reap the whirlwind. The stalk has no

bud; It shall never produce meal. If it should produce, Aliens would swallow it up.
b. We can escape the penalty of sin.

(1) Jesus paid the price of sin (Isa. 53; 1 Peter 2:24).
(a) Isaiah 53 (NKJV) — 1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of

the LORD been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And
as a root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him,
There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men,
A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from
Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs
And carried our sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and
afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are
healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own
way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and
He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.
8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His
generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the transgressions of
My people He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked— But with
the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His

Page 3 of  7



mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When
You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His
days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see the
labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall
justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a
portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He
poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And
He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the transgressors.

(b) 1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree,
that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were
healed.

(2) Through obedience to his commandments we have forgiveness of our sins (Acts 2:38;
Col. 1:14).
(a) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

(b) Colossians 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins.

c. Heb. 5:8-9; Rom. 6:23
(1) Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the

things which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him,

(2) Romans 6:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

2. Consequences linger.
a. The man who destroys his body, family and life through alcohol...can be forgiven of the

sin...but he will have to suffer the consequences of a wretched life.
b. The man who commits adultery, loses his wife because of his adultery...will suffer the

consequences (Matt. 19:9).
(1) Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) — 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for

sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who
is divorced commits adultery.”

B. We need to teach plainly that there is a grave danger in sowing wild oats.
1. Parents who contend that their children are ``just having a little fun;'' or ``they're sowing a few

wild oats'' need to heed this warning.
2. God says they will have to pay the price someday.

IV. MAN CANNOT ESCAPE DEATH.
A. This is an appointment we will keep.

1. Josh. 23:14; 1 Cor. 15:22
a. Joshua 23:14 (NKJV) — 14 “Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you

know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing has failed of all the good
things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not
one word of them has failed.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:22 (NKJV) — 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be
made alive.

2. Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment,
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a. I recently made an appointment with the dentist because of a toothache...it got better and I
canceled the appointment.

b. We all have done this at some time or another.
c. God has made an appointment we will not cancel.

B. Life is short.
1. James 4:13-16  ---  Life is a vapor (illustrate with steam).

a. James 4:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
such and such a city, spend a year there, buy and sell, and make a profit”; 14 whereas you do
not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears
for a little time and then vanishes away. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we
shall live and do this or that.” 16 But now you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is
evil.

2. Job 14:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He
comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue.

3. There are those at the brink of death, who will beg or offer to buy another year of life.
4. The cemeteries are full of graves that testify to the fact  ---  We cannot escape death.

a. The two exceptions were Enoch and Elijah.
b. Except the Lord come first, we will die!!!

V. MAN CANNOT ESCAPE THE ETERNAL JUDGMENT OF GOD.
A. God has appointed a day of judgment for all mankind.

1. Acts 17:30-31  ---  The surety of the judgment is the resurrection of Jesus.
a. Acts 17:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

2. 2 Cor. 5:10  ---  ``For we MUST ALL appear....''
a. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of

Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad.
(1) The word ``must'' is not maybe.

b. All means all (cf. Rev. 20:12-15).
(1) Revelation 20:12–15 (NKJV) — 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before

God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life.
And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in
the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered
up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works.
14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

3. Daniel Webster, the great orator, once was asked by a young colleague what his most important
and perplexing thought was.  Mr. Webster did not respond with some speech before the President
or the Senate.  Mr. Webster responded that he one day would die and have to stand before God
and give an account of how he had lived while here on earth.

B. By what shall we be judged?
1. John 12:48; Rev. 20:12  ---  By the word of God.

a. John 12:48 (NKJV) — 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that
which judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

b. Revelation 20:12 (NKJV) — 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God,
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and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the
dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books.

2. We will be judged on how we have lived in accordance with God's word.
a. By our speech (Matt. 12:36-37).

(1) Matthew 12:36–37 (NKJV) — 36 But I say to you that for every idle word men may
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment. 37 For by your words you will
be justified, and by your words you will be condemned.”

b. By our actions (Rom. 14:12).
(1) Romans 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 So then each of us shall give account of himself to God.

c. By our thoughts and secrets (Eccl. 12:14).
(1) Ecclesiastes 12:14 (NKJV) — 14 For God will bring every work into judgment,

Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.

VI. MAN CANNOT ESCAPE THE ETERNAL VERDICT OF GOD.
A. God will announce the verdict through Jesus, his Son.

1. Matt. 25:31-46  --- Jesus paints a picture of this judgment.
a. Matthew 25:31–46 (NKJV) — 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the

holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 32 All the nations will be
gathered before Him, and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his
sheep from the goats. 33 And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the
left. 34 Then the King will say to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: 35 for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took
Me in; 36 I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a
stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in
prison, and come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say
to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’ 41
“Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels: 42 for I was hungry and you gave Me
no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink; 43 I was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’ 44 “Then
they also will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’ 45 Then He will answer
them, saying, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of
these, you did not do it to Me.’ 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but
the righteous into eternal life.”

b. The story of the separation of sheep and goats.
(1) Note verses 34, 41.

2. There are only two verdicts: the Righteous who are blessed, or the Wicked who are cursed.
B. There are no courts of appeal.

1. In our court system, one who is convicted can appeal the decision to a higher court.
2. There will be no appeals.  God will make the final judgment and his verdict will stand for

eternity.
3. Someone who enters eternity will not be able after 10-20-30 years say, ``I was condemned

wrongly, I want to appeal my verdict.''
4. God does not make mistakes (Genesis 18:25 (NKJV) — 25 Far be it from You to do such a
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thing as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked;
far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?”

VII. IN CONCLUSION:
A. We cannot escape.
B. What should we do?
C. The reasonable answer is to serve God according to his Son's commandments.

Page 7 of  7


