
HAVE YOU ESCAPED - FOR YOUR LIFE? - Genesis 19:17
Introduction:

A. When I was growing up there was a movie called “Towering Inferno” - it was one that scared me of
the reality of these great skyscrapers that were being built, and the realization that no fire department
in the world was equipped to fight such a fire.
1. People trying to escape the fires as it went from floor to floor - took the drastic measures of

leaping from the windows.
2. This movie, became a reality for us today when we witnessed similar events on 9/11/2001 

B. The Sinking of the Titanic, in 1912 is another such tale - except this one is not a fictional narrative
but a real one - from http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/titanic.htm 
1. On April 10, 1912, the Titanic, largest ship afloat, left Southampton, England on her maiden

voyage to New York City. The White Star Line had spared no expense in assuring her luxury.
A legend even before she sailed, her passengers were a mixture of the world's wealthiest basking
in the elegance of first class accommodations and immigrants packed into steerage. 

2. The Washington Post announces the disaster:
a. She was touted as the safest ship ever built, so safe that she carried only 20 lifeboats - enough

to provide accommodation for only half her 2,200 passengers and crew. This discrepancy
rested on the belief that since the ship's construction made her "unsinkable," her lifeboats
were necessary only to rescue survivors of other sinking ships. Additionally, lifeboats took
up valuable deck space. 

b. Four days into her journey, at 11:40 P.M. on the night of April 14, she struck an iceberg. Her
fireman compared the sound of the impact to "the tearing of calico, nothing more." However,
the collision was fatal and the icy water soon poured through the ship. 

c. It became obvious that many would not find safety in a lifeboat. Each passenger was issued
a life jacket but life expectancy would be short when exposed to water four degrees below
freezing. As the forward portion of the ship sank deeper, passengers scrambled to the stern.
John Thayer witnessed the sinking from a lifeboat. "We could see groups of the almost
fifteen hundred people still aboard, clinging in clusters or bunches, like swarming bees; only
to fall in masses, pairs or singly, as the great after part of the ship, two hundred and fifty feet
of it, rose into the sky, till it reached a sixty-five or seventy degree angle." The great ship
slowly slid beneath the waters two hours and forty minutes after the collision 

d. The next morning, the liner Carpathia rescued 705 survivors. One thousand five hundred
twenty-two passengers and crew were lost. Subsequent inquiries attributed the high loss of
life to an insufficient number of lifeboats and inadequate training in their use. 

C. The question that is set before us this morning is a very simple one - HAVE YOU ESCAPED - FOR
YOUR LIFE? Genesis 19:17 (NKJV) - 17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside,
that he said, "Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape
to the mountains, lest you be destroyed." 
1. There is real danger – “your eternal life hangs in the balance!”
2. There is thus a real need of action – “tomorrow will never do”
3. There is a way of escape - “the choice is yours - but you are not freed from the consequences of

your choice”
D. Peter in 2 Peter 1:4 - speaks about disciples of Christ as having “escaped.....”

1. In this lesson today I want to examine this very statement, the effects and the results.

II. DISCUSSION: The CONTEXT of Genesis 19:17
A. God informs Abraham of His intentions to destroy Sodom & Gomorrah – Genesis 18:20

1. Genesis 18:20 (NKJV) — 20 And the LORD said, “Because the outcry against Sodom and

Page 1 of  12

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/titanic.htm


Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave,
B. Abraham intercedes for the cities of the plain – Genesis 18:21-33

1. Genesis 18:21–33 (NKJV) — 21 I will go down now and see whether they have done altogether
according to the outcry against it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know.” 22 Then the men
turned away from there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before the LORD. 23
And Abraham came near and said, “Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 24
Suppose there were fifty righteous within the city; would You also destroy the place and not
spare it for the fifty righteous that were in it? 25 Far be it from You to do such a thing as this,
to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous should be as the wicked; far be it from
You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 26 So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom
fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes.” 27 Then Abraham
answered and said, “Indeed now, I who am but dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak
to the Lord: 28 Suppose there were five less than the fifty righteous; would You destroy all of
the city for lack of five?” So He said, “If I find there forty-five, I will not destroy it.” 29 And he
spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose there should be forty found there?” So He said, “I
will not do it for the sake of forty.” 30 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak:
Suppose thirty should be found there?” So He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.” 31 And
he said, “Indeed now, I have taken it upon myself to speak to the Lord: Suppose twenty should
be found there?” So He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.” 32 Then he said, “Let
not the Lord be angry, and I will speak but once more: Suppose ten should be found there?” And
He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of ten.” 33 So the LORD went His way as soon as He
had finished speaking with Abraham; and Abraham returned to his place.

C. Two angels taken in and protected by Lot – Genesis 19:1-11
1. Genesis 19:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was

sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed himself
with his face toward the ground. 2 And he said, “Here now, my lords, please turn in to your
servant’s house and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your
way.” And they said, “No, but we will spend the night in the open square.” 3 But he insisted
strongly; so they turned in to him and entered his house. Then he made them a feast, and baked
unleavened bread, and they ate. 4 Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 And they
called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to
us that we may know them carnally.” 6 So Lot went out to them through the doorway, shut the
door behind him, 7 and said, “Please, my brethren, do not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two
daughters who have not known a man; please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to
them as you wish; only do nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under
the shadow of my roof.” 9 And they said, “Stand back!” Then they said, “This one came in to
stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them.” So
they pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 10 But the men
reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. 11 And they
struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so
that they became weary trying to find the door.

2. Lot warned to flee - Genesis 19:12-17
a. Genesis 19:12–17 (NKJV) — 12 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else here?

Son-in-law, your sons, your daughters, and whomever you have in the city—take them out
of this place! 13 For we will destroy this place, because the outcry against them has grown
great before the face of the LORD, and the LORD has sent us to destroy it.” 14 So Lot went
out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out
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of this place; for the LORD will destroy this city!” But to his sons-in-law he seemed to be
joking. 15 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, “Arise, take
your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in the punishment of
the city.” 16 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his hand, his wife’s hand, and the
hands of his two daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and they brought him out and
set him outside the city. 17 So it came to pass, when they had brought them outside, that he
said, “Escape for your life! Do not look behind you nor stay anywhere in the plain. Escape
to the mountains, lest you be destroyed.”

3. Lot pleads for permission to flee to Zoar – Genesis 19:18-22
a. Genesis 19:18–22 (NKJV) — 18 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my lords! 19 Indeed

now, your servant has found favor in your sight, and you have increased your mercy which
you have shown me by saving my life; but I cannot escape to the mountains, lest some evil
overtake me and I die. 20 See now, this city is near enough to flee to, and it is a little one;
please let me escape there (is it not a little one?) and my soul shall live.” 21 And he said to
him, “See, I have favored you concerning this thing also, in that I will not overthrow this city
for which you have spoken. 22 Hurry, escape there. For I cannot do anything until you arrive
there.” Therefore the name of the city was called Zoar.

D. Sodom & Gomorrah is destroyed – Genesis 19:23-29
1. Genesis 19:23–29 (NKJV) — 23 The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 24

Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from the LORD out of the
heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, and what
grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became a pillar of salt. 27
And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had stood before the LORD. 28
Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all the land of the plain; and he saw,
and behold, the smoke of the land which went up like the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it came
to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot
out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt.

III. APPLICATION FOR US TODAY
A. Have we and do we Escape Temptation & Sin:

1. Example of Joseph – (Gen 39:7-10; cf. Prov. 5:8; 6:5; 1 Cor. 6:18; 2 Tim 2:24)
a. Genesis 39:7–10 (NKJV) — 7 And it came to pass after these things that his master’s wife

cast longing eyes on Joseph, and she said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he refused and said to his
master’s wife, “Look, my master does not know what is with me in the house, and he has
committed all that he has to my hand. 9 There is no one greater in this house than I, nor has
he kept back anything from me but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do this
great wickedness, and sin against God?” 10 So it was, as she spoke to Joseph day by day, that
he did not heed her, to lie with her or to be with her.
(1) Proverbs 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 Remove your way far from her, And do not go near the door

of her house,
(2) Proverbs 6:5 (NKJV) — 5 Deliver yourself like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter,

And like a bird from the hand of the fowler.
b. 1 Corinthians 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is

outside the body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.
c. 2 Timothy 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to

all, able to teach, patient,
2. Example of Israel – (Exo. 13,14; Acts 7:32-36; 1 Cor. 10:1-13)

a. Exodus 13:14 (NKJV) — 14 So it shall be, when your son asks you in time to come, saying,
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‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him, ‘By strength of hand the LORD brought us out of
Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

b. Acts 7:32–36 (NKJV) — 32 saying, ‘I am the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham,
the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ And Moses trembled and dared not look. 33 ‘Then
the LORD said to him, “Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you stand is holy
ground. 34 I have surely seen the oppression of My people who are in Egypt; I have heard
their groaning and have come down to deliver them. And now come, I will send you to
Egypt.” ’ 35 “This Moses whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who made you a ruler and a judge?’
is the one God sent to be a ruler and a deliverer by the hand of the Angel who appeared to
him in the bush. 36 He brought them out, after he had shown wonders and signs in the land
of Egypt, and in the Red Sea, and in the wilderness forty years.

c. 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware
that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same
spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was
Christ. 5 But with most of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered
in the wilderness. 6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we should not
lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idolaters as were some of
them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let
us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand
fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents;
10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11
Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks
he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is
common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you
are able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it.

3. Temptation is serious and dangerous – (Matt. 26:31; Prov 5:22; Matt. 18:8,9)
a. Matthew 26:31 (NKJV) — 31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble

because of Me this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the
flock will be scattered.’

b. Proverbs 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught
in the cords of his sin.

c. Matthew 18:8 (NKJV) — 8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or
two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.
(1) Matthew 18:9 (NKJV) — 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it

from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes,
to be cast into hell fire.

4. Sin is enslaving and destructive – (Matt. 26:31; Prov 5:22; Matt. 18:8,9; Acts 8:23; John
8:34; Rom. 6:23; James 1:13-16)
a. Matthew 26:31 (NKJV) — 31 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will be made to stumble

because of Me this night, for it is written: ‘I will strike the Shepherd, And the sheep of the
flock will be scattered.’

b. Proverbs 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 His own iniquities entrap the wicked man, And he is caught
in the cords of his sin.

c. Matthew 18:8 (NKJV) — 8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
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you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or
two feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.
(1) Matthew 18:9 (NKJV) — 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it

from you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes,
to be cast into hell fire.

d. Acts 8:23 (NKJV) — 23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness and bound by
iniquity.”

e. John 8:34 (NKJV) — 34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever
commits sin is a slave of sin.

f. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord.

g. James 1:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”;
for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not
be deceived, my beloved brethren.

B. Have we and Do we Escape Evil Companions:
1. Example of Lot – (Gen 13:12,13; 2 Pet 2:6-9)

a. Genesis 13:12 (NKJV) — 12 Abram dwelt in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelt in the cities
of the plain and pitched his tent even as far as Sodom.
(1) Genesis 13:13 (NKJV) — 13 But the men of Sodom were exceedingly wicked and sinful

against the LORD.
b. 2 Peter 2:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes,

condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who afterward would live
ungodly; 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy conduct of the
wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous soul from
day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—9 then the Lord knows how to deliver
the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of
judgment,

2. Warning to Israel – (Exodus 34:12-16; Ezra 9:1-12; 10:19)
a. Exodus 34:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 Take heed to yourself, lest you make a covenant with the

inhabitants of the land where you are going, lest it be a snare in your midst. 13 But you shall
destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images 14 (for you
shall worship no other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 15 lest
you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they play the harlot with their gods
and make sacrifice to their gods, and one of them invites you and you eat of his sacrifice, 16
and you take of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters play the harlot with their gods
and make your sons play the harlot with their gods.

b. Ezra 9:1–12 (NKJV) — 1 When these things were done, the leaders came to me, saying,
“The people of Israel and the priests and the Levites have not separated themselves from the
peoples of the lands, with respect to the abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the
Perizzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites, the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 2
For they have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, so that
the holy seed is mixed with the peoples of those lands. Indeed, the hand of the leaders and
rulers has been foremost in this trespass.” 3 So when I heard this thing, I tore my garment
and my robe, and plucked out some of the hair of my head and beard, and sat down
astonished. 4 Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel assembled to
me, because of the transgression of those who had been carried away captive, and I sat
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astonished until the evening sacrifice. 5 At the evening sacrifice I arose from my fasting; and
having torn my garment and my robe, I fell on my knees and spread out my hands to the
LORD my God. 6 And I said: “O my God, I am too ashamed and humiliated to lift up my
face to You, my God; for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has
grown up to the heavens. 7 Since the days of our fathers to this day we have been very guilty,
and for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been delivered into the hand of the
kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plunder, and to humiliation, as it is this day.
8 And now for a little while grace has been shown from the LORD our God, to leave us a
remnant to escape, and to give us a peg in His holy place, that our God may enlighten our
eyes and give us a measure of revival in our bondage. 9 For we were slaves. Yet our God did
not forsake us in our bondage; but He extended mercy to us in the sight of the kings of
Persia, to revive us, to repair the house of our God, to rebuild its ruins, and to give us a wall
in Judah and Jerusalem. 10 And now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For we have
forsaken Your commandments, 11 which You commanded by Your servants the prophets,
saying, ‘The land which you are entering to possess is an unclean land, with the uncleanness
of the peoples of the lands, with their abominations which have filled it from one end to
another with their impurity. 12 Now therefore, do not give your daughters as wives for their
sons, nor take their daughters to your sons; and never seek their peace or prosperity, that you
may be strong and eat the good of the land, and leave it as an inheritance to your children
forever.’

c. Ezra 10:19 (NKJV) — 19 And they gave their promise that they would put away their
wives; and being guilty, they presented a ram of the flock as their trespass offering.

3. Warnings in Proverbs – (Prov 1:11-19; 4:14,15; 13:20)
a. Proverbs 1:11–19 (NKJV) — 11 If they say, “Come with us, Let us lie in wait to shed

blood; Let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause; 12 Let us swallow them alive like
Sheol, And whole, like those who go down to the Pit; 13 We shall find all kinds of precious
possessions, We shall fill our houses with spoil; 14 Cast in your lot among us, Let us all have
one purse”— 15 My son, do not walk in the way with them, Keep your foot from their path;
16 For their feet run to evil, And they make haste to shed blood. 17 Surely, in vain the net
is spread In the sight of any bird; 18 But they lie in wait for their own blood, They lurk
secretly for their own lives. 19 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy for gain; It takes
away the life of its owners.

b. Proverbs 4:14 (NKJV) — 14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the
way of evil.
(1) Proverbs 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass

on.
c. Proverbs 13:20 (NKJV) — 20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the

companion of fools will be destroyed.
4. Warnings to us – (Eph. 5:6-11; 1 Cor. 15:11; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 1 Pet 4:3-7)

a. Ephesians 5:6–11 (NKJV) — 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be
partakers with them. 8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk
as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness, righteousness, and truth),
10 finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather expose them.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:11 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and
so you believed.

c. 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 (NKJV) — 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
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For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with
an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I
will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18
“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD
Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

d. 1 Peter 4:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will
of the Gentiles—when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties,
and abominable idolatries. 4 In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with
them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. 5 They will give an account to
Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this reason the gospel was preached
also to those who are dead, that they might be judged according to men in the flesh, but live
according to God in the spirit. 7 But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and
watchful in your prayers.

C. Have we and Do we Escape Religious Error:
1. Example of Israel – (Acts 7:38-43; 2 Kings 17:15)

a. Acts 7:38–43 (NKJV) — 38 “This is he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with
the Angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers, the one who received the
living oracles to give to us, 39 whom our fathers would not obey, but rejected. And in their
hearts they turned back to Egypt, 40 saying to Aaron, ‘Make us gods to go before us; as for
this Moses who brought us out of the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him.’ 41 And they made a calf in those days, offered sacrifices to the idol, and rejoiced in the
works of their own hands. 42 Then God turned and gave them up to worship the host of
heaven, as it is written in the book of the Prophets: ‘Did you offer Me slaughtered animals
and sacrifices during forty years in the wilderness, O house of Israel? 43 You also took up
the tabernacle of Moloch, And the star of your god Remphan, Images which you made to
worship; And I will carry you away beyond Babylon.’

b. 2 Kings 17:15 (NKJV) — 15 And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had
made with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they
followed idols, became idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them,
concerning whom the LORD had charged them that they should not do like them.

2. Warning to Israel – (Deut 13:1-3; Jer. 23:16; 27:9-17)
a. Deuteronomy 13:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of

dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of
which he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods’—which you have not
known—‘and let us serve them,’ 3 you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that
dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

b. Jeremiah 23:16 (NKJV) — 16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen to the words
of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision of their
own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD.

c. Jeremiah 27:9–17 (NKJV) — 9 Therefore do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your
dreamers, your soothsayers, or your sorcerers, who speak to you, saying, “You shall not serve
the king of Babylon.” 10 For they prophesy a lie to you, to remove you far from your land;
and I will drive you out, and you will perish. 11 But the nations that bring their necks under
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the yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him, I will let them remain in their own land,’ says
the LORD, ‘and they shall till it and dwell in it.’ ” ’ ” 12 I also spoke to Zedekiah king of
Judah according to all these words, saying, “Bring your necks under the yoke of the king of
Babylon, and serve him and his people, and live! 13 Why will you die, you and your people,
by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence, as the LORD has spoken against the
nation that will not serve the king of Babylon? 14 Therefore do not listen to the words of the
prophets who speak to you, saying, ‘You shall not serve the king of Babylon,’ for they
prophesy a lie to you; 15 for I have not sent them,” says the LORD, “yet they prophesy a lie
in My name, that I may drive you out, and that you may perish, you and the prophets who
prophesy to you.” 16 Also I spoke to the priests and to all this people, saying, “Thus says the
LORD: ‘Do not listen to the words of your prophets who prophesy to you, saying, “Behold,
the vessels of the LORD’s house will now shortly be brought back from Babylon”; for they
prophesy a lie to you. 17 Do not listen to them; serve the king of Babylon, and live! Why
should this city be laid waste?

3. There are still false teachers – (Acts 20:29,30; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; 1 Tim. 4:1-3; 2 Peter 2:1)
a. Acts 20:29 (NKJV) — 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come

in among you, not sparing the flock.
(1) Acts 20:30 (NKJV) — 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking

perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.
b. 2 Corinthians 11:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers,

transforming themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself
transforms himself into an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also
transform themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their
works.

c. 1 Timothy 4:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will
depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking
lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared with a hot iron, 3 forbidding to marry,
and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with thanksgiving
by those who believe and know the truth.

d. 2 Peter 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even
denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

4. Warnings to us – (Matt 7:15; 15:7-9; Col. 2:8,18; Rom. 16:17; 2 Tim 3:5,6; Tit. 3:9-11; 2
John 1:9-10)
a. Matthew 7:15 (NKJV) — 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s

clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.
b. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8

‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

c. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and
not according to Christ.

d. Colossians 2:18 (NKJV) — 18 Let no one cheat you of your reward, taking delight in false
humility and worship of angels, intruding into those things which he has not seen, vainly
puffed up by his fleshly mind,

e. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) — 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
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f. 2 Timothy 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from
such people turn away!
(1) 2 Timothy 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 For of this sort are those who creep into households and

make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts,
g. Titus 3:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, and

strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless. 10 Reject a divisive man after
the first and second admonition, 11 knowing that such a person is warped and sinning, being
self-condemned.

h. 2 John 9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him;

D. Have we and Do we Escape From The World:
1. Example of Noah – (Gen. 6,7)
2. Example of Moses – (Heb 11:24-27)

a. Hebrews 11:24–27 (NKJV) — 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be
called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt,
not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible.

3. Example of Christians fleeing Jerusalem – (Matt. 24:16-18)
a. Matthew 24:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

17 Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 And
let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.

4. We are to be in the world but not of the world – (John 17:14-16; 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1)
a. John 17:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them

because they are not of the world, just as I am not of the world. 15 I do not pray that You
should take them out of the world, but that You should keep them from the evil one. 16 They
are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.

b. 2 Corinthians 6:14–7:1 (NKJV) — 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers.
For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with
an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the
temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I
will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them
And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18
“I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD
Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

5. Do not Love the world – (Matt. 6:19-34; 1 John 2:15-17)
a. Matthew 6:19–34 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the
body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But
if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in
you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other.

Page 9 of  12



You cannot serve God and mammon. 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your
life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is
not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?
28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow:
they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not
arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What
shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble.

b. 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world.
17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides
forever.

6. The way of escape – (Matt. 7:13,14; John 14:6; 17:17; Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 3:20,21)
a. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the

way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
(1) Matthew 7:14 (NKJV) — 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which

leads to life, and there are few who find it.
b. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one

comes to the Father except through Me.
c. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
d. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
e. 1 Peter 3:20 (NKJV) — 20 who formerly were disobedient, when once the Divine

longsuffering waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few,
that is, eight souls, were saved through water.
(1) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not

the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

IV. In Conclusion - WILL YOU ESCAPE CONDEMNATION?
A. God has given us warning – Acts 17:30,31; 2 Cor. 5:10

1. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent,
a. Acts 17:31 (NKJV) — 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by
raising Him from the dead.”

2. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ,
that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether
good or bad.

B. Jesus has made salvation possible – John 3:16; Heb 12:1,2
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1. John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

2. Hebrews 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

C. Believe and obey the gospel message – Rom 10:17; Acts 2:14-42; Acts 16:30-34
1. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
2. Acts 2:14–42 (NKJV) — 14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to

them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my
words. 15 For these are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16
But this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days,
says God, That I will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall
prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire
and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before
the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And it shall come to pass That
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’ 22 “Men of Israel, hear these words:
Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did
through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know—23 Him, being delivered by the
determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified,
and put to death; 24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not
possible that He should be held by it. 25 For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD
always before my face, For He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. 26 Therefore my
heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. 27 For You
will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. 28 You
have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ 29
“Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God
had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise
up the Christ to sit on his throne, 31 he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the
Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. 32 This Jesus God
has raised up, of which we are all witnesses. 33 Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God,
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which
you now see and hear. 34 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The
LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand, 35 Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’
36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you
crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and
said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 38 Then Peter
said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you
and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And
with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse
generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three
thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine
and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
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3. Acts 16:30–34 (NKJV) — 30 And he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” 31 So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.
33 And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he
and all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food
before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

D. This world will be destroyed and those who do not obey the gospel condemned – 1 John 2:17; 2 Pet
3:9-14; 2 Thess 1:7-9
1. 1 John 2:17 (NKJV) — 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does

the will of God abides forever.
2. 2 Peter 3:9–14 (NKJV) — 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count

slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the
earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for
and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore,
beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without spot
and blameless;

3. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,

E. Hebrews 2:1-3 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have
heard, lest we drift away.  2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just reward,  3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great
a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who
heard Him, 
1. There is real danger – “are you in sin?”
2. There is thus a real need – “life is just one breath one heart beat away from eternity”
3. There is a way of escape – “Jesus Christ is the Answer”
4. ARE YOU PREPARED?

a. Why not come to Jesus Now?
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