
Did you not know that I must be about My Father's business? - Luke 2:49
Intro:

A. As we saw in John 18 with the arrest of Jesus - He asked them this question twice - “Whom are
You Seeking?”
1. Their response was “Jesus of Nazareth” - Jesus’ response was “I AM HIM.”
2. Their response was one of falling down, and the hostility.

a. Much can be said of this same scene in the present world we live in today.
B. Now, while this account is at the end of Jesus’ life on earth before the Crucifixion, what we want

to examine this morning are the only words recorded of Jesus, while He was a young boy.  
1. And we see that this was a question that He asked at age 12 as well - “WHY did you seek

me? ....
a. Luke 2:41-50 - 41 His parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover.

42 And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the
custom of the feast. 43 When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy Jesus
lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it; 44 but
supposing Him to have been in the company, they went a day's journey, and sought Him
among their relatives and acquaintances. 45 So when they did not find Him, they returned
to Jerusalem, seeking Him. 46 Now so it was that after three days they found Him in the
temple, sitting in the midst of the teachers, both listening to them and asking them
questions. 47 And all who heard Him were astonished at His understanding and answers.
48 So when they saw Him, they were amazed; and His mother said to Him, "Son, why
have You done this to us? Look, Your father and I have sought You anxiously." 49 And
He said to them, "Why did you seek Me? Did you not know that I must be about My
Father's business?" 50 But they did not understand the statement which He spoke to
them.

b. Like His parents - many, “yes even amongst Christians”, do not understand that statement
of Jesus. 

c. These two questions are really important - even today.
(1) WHY ARE YOU SEEKING JESUS?
(2) and “DID YOU NOT KNOW YOU MUST BE ABOUT YOUR FATHERS

BUSINESS?”
C. In our study today we want to focus on:

1. Is it possible to suppose we are going about the Father’s business and that Jesus to be with us
when He is NOT? - (Luke 2:44)

2. Are you seeking Jesus and the Fathers Business - but in all the wrong places? - (Luke 2:44)
3. Will you keep seeking Jesus and the Fathers business until you find Him? - (Luke 2:45,46)
4. Are you seeking Jesus and the Fathers where Jesus is? - (Luke 2:46-50)

D. These four aspects of our life will be the focus of our study here today.

II. Are you traveling the road of Life thinking that Jesus is with you but He is Not! - This is like
jumping out of an airplane with and Anvil and not with a parachute.   “Supposing” to be ok with God
is not the standard we hold on to.
A. Living an Immoral Life - (1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal 5:19-21)

1. 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 - 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites,10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by
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the Spirit of our God.
2. Galatians 5:19-21 - 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,

fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,21 envy, murders, drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

B. Living a Worldly Life - (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1; 1 John 2:15-17)
1. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 - 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness?15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever?16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be
their God, And they shall be My people." 17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you." 18 "I will be a
Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

C. Not In Christ - (Rom. 6:3-6; Gal. 3:26,27; Eph 1:3)
1. Romans 6:3-6 - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus

were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,6 knowing this, that our
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin.

2. Galatians 3:26-27 - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as
many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

3. Ephesians 1:3 - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

D. Living Disobediently - (John 15:9,10; Heb 5:8,9; 2 John 1:9,10)
1. John 15:9-10 - 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.10 "If you

keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's
commandments and abide in His love.

2. Hebrews 5:8-9 - 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered.9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him,

3. 2 John 9-10 - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor
greet him;

E. Living an Unfruitful Life - (John 15:1-9; Matt. 25:14-30)
1. John 15:1-9 - "I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.2 "Every branch in Me

that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it
may bear more fruit.3 "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to
you.4 "Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in
the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me.5 "I am the vine, you are the branches. He
who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.6 "If
anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them
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and throw them into the fire, and they are burned.7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide
in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you.8 "By this My Father is
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 "As the Father loved Me, I
also have loved you; abide in My love.

III. Are you seeking Jesus in all the wrong places?
A. In Family Tradition? - (Matt 10:37; Phil. 3:7-9)

1. Matthew 10:37 - 37 "He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And
he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

2. Philippians 3:7-9 - 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ.8
Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may
gain Christ9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is from the law,
but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God by faith;

B. In Denominationalism? - (1 Cor. 1:10-13; Matt. 15:7-9)
1. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.11 For it has
been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe's household, that there
are contentions among you.12 Now I say this, that each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am
of Apollos," or "I am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ."13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified
for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

2. Matthew 15:7-9 - 7 "Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 'These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, 1 And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is
far from Me.9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men.' "

C. In Emotionalism? (Prov. 14:12; Matt. 7:21-23)
1. Proverbs 14:12 - 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
2. Matthew 7:21-23 - 21 "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 "Many will say to Me in that
day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?'23 "And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!'

D. In Freedom From His Authority? - (Col 3:17; Rom 3:27-30; Rom 8:2; Gal 6:2; James 1:21-25)
1. Colossians 3:17 - 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
2. Romans 3:27-30 - 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No,

but by the law of faith.28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from
the deeds of the law.29 Or is He the God of the Jews only? Is He not also the God of the
Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also,30 since there is one God who will justify the circumcised
by faith and the uncircumcised through faith.

3. Romans 8:2 - 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the
law of sin and death.

4. Galatians 6:2 - 2 Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
5. James 1:21-25 - 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive

with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;24 for he observes himself,
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goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.25 But he who looks into the
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work,
this one will be blessed in what he does.

IV. WILL YOU KEEP SEEKING FOR JESUS UNTIL YOU FIND HIM?
A. Mary & Joseph Kept Looking -

1. Proverbs 8:17 (NKJV) - 17 I love those who love me, And those who seek me diligently will
find me.

2. Isaiah 2:3 (NKJV) - 3 Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we
shall walk in His paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the Lord
from Jerusalem.

B. How much effort are you putting into finding Jesus? - (Prov 8:17; Mat 7:7,8; Acts 17:11,27,28;
John 20:30-31)
1. Proverbs 8:17 - 17 I love those who love me, And those who seek me diligently will find

me.
2. Matthew 7:7-8 - 7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it

will be opened to you.8 "For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him
who knocks it will be opened.

3. Acts 17:11,27-28 - 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.27 "so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;28 "for in Him we live and
move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His
offspring.'

4. John 20:30-31 - 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His disciples,
which are not written in this book;31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

C. Don't go on supposing Jesus is with you - be sure! - (Luke 9:23-25; Rom 6:3-6; 1 John 2:3-5)
1. Luke 9:23 - 23 Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny

himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
2. Romans 6:3-6 - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus

were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His
death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,6 knowing this, that our
old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin.

3. 1 John 2:3-5 - 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4
He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this
we know that we are in Him.

D. Are you willing to go ALL THE WAY back to Jerusalem? - (Isa. 2:3; Acts 2; 17:11; 2 Tim.
3:16,17)
1. Isaiah 2:3 - 3 Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of

the LORD, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk
in His paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.
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2. Acts 17:11 - 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.

3. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

V. We must seek Jesus where He can be found.
A. Jesus is found in the scriptures - (John 5:39; 20:30-31)

1. John 5:39 - 39 "You search the Scriptures, for in them you think you have eternal life; and
these are they which testify of Me.

B. Jesus is found when we by faith obey Him! - (Luke 9:23-25; Rom 6:3-6,16,17 ; 1 John 2:3-5)
1. Luke 9:23-25 - 23 Then He said to them all, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him

deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.24 "For whoever desires to save his
life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it.25 "For what profit is it to
a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost?

2. Romans 6:16-17 - 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,
you are that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness?17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

3. 1 John 2:3-5 - 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments.4
He who says, "I know Him," and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is
not in him.5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in him. By this
we know that we are in Him.

C. Jesus continues with us if we continue to follow Him! - (John 8:31-32; 15:9-10; Acts 2:42; 1
John 1:9-10)
1. John 8:31-32 - 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My

word, you are My disciples indeed.32 "And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make
you free."

2. John 15:9-10 - 9 "As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love.10 "If you
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father's
commandments and abide in His love.

3. Acts 2:42 - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the
breaking of bread, and in prayers.

4. 1 John 1:9-10 - 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a
liar, and His word is not in us.

VI. In Conclusion:
A. Is it possible to suppose Jesus to be with us when He is NOT? - (Luke 2:44)

1. Are you seeking Jesus - but in all the wrong places? - (Luke 2:44)
2. Will you keep seeking Jesus until you find Him? - (Luke 2:45,46)
3. Are you seeking Jesus where Jesus is? - (Luke 2:46-50)

B. Isaiah 2:3 (NKJV) - 3 Many people shall come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain
of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in
His paths." For out of Zion shall go forth the law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.

C. Do You Believe? (Rom 10:17; Act 2:37)
1. Have You Confessed? (Rom 10:9,10)
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2. Have You Repented? (Acts 2:38; 17:30)
3. Have You Been Baptized Into Jesus Christ? (Acts 2:38; Rom. 6:3,4)
4. Are You Abiding In The Doctrine Of Jesus? (Acts 2:42; 2 John 1:9)
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