
BY WHAT AUTHORITY DOEST THOU THESE THINGS? Matthew 21:23
Introduction:

A. When Jesus went into the temple, on this day, the chief priests and the elders challenged his authority.
1. “Chief priests” --- head of the twenty four courses of priests.
2. “Elders” --- rulers of the cities.
3. Mark and Luke add “the scribes” to the list of those who challenged him.  

a. The scribes were authorized teachers and helped to constitute the Sanhedrin.
B. “By what authority doest thou these things?”

1. The previous day he had cast the traders out of the temple.
2. To teach, and to allow himself to be called the son of David.
3. Miracles performed.
4. Entering Jerusalem as he did.

C. They knew by what authority he acted.
1. But they were unwilling to acknowledge that authority.
2. In acknowledging God as his authority would be to acknowledge him as the Son of God and as the

Messiah.
D. In the following verses Jesus asked them a question.

1. If they would answer him, he would answer their question.
2. Jesus asked them concerning John's baptism whether it was ``from heaven or from men.''
3. In other words, was John's of divine authority or of men?
4. They knew that John's baptism was of divine authority and that Jesus did the things he was doing

by divine authority.
E. Authority defined: The right to command and enforce obedience.

II. DISCUSSION: THE THINGS JESUS DID WERE OF DIVINE AUTHORITY.
A. All power or authority was given unto Jesus (Matt. 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke

to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
1. Matthew 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 “Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they

shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” --  God with us.
2. He claimed authority to teach truth - Matthew 11:27 (NKJV) — 27 All things have been delivered

to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the
Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.

3. He had the authority to lead men to God (John 14:6 NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

4. Power or authority over all flesh (John 17:1-2 NKJV) — 1 Jesus spoke these words, lifted up His
eyes to heaven, and said: “Father, the hour has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son also may
glorify You, 2 as You have given Him authority over all flesh, that He should give eternal life to
as many as You have given Him.

5. He had the power or authority to build his church - Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say
to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.

6. He called the church his kingdom (John 18:36 NKJV) — 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not
of this world. If My kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be
delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here.”

B. During our Lord's personal ministry he spoke as one having authority - Matthew 7:29 (NKJV) — 29
for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
1. John the baptizer felt insignificant to him - Matthew 1:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 Solomon begot

Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah, and Abijah begot Asa. 8 Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat
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begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah.
2. Jesus demonstrated his divine power or authority over nature, diseases, demons, and his enemies

(Luke 8:24; 13:11-17; 4:33-36).
a. Luke 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 And they came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master, Master,

we are perishing!” Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water. And they
ceased, and there was a calm.

b. Luke 13:11–17 (NKJV) — 11 And behold, there was a woman who had a spirit of infirmity
eighteen years, and was bent over and could in no way raise herself up. 12 But when Jesus saw
her, He called her to Him and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed from your infirmity.” 13
And He laid His hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, and glorified God. 14
But the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath; and he said to the crowd, “There are six days on which men ought to work; therefore
come and be healed on them, and not on the Sabbath day.” 15 The Lord then answered him
and said, “Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or donkey from
the stall, and lead it away to water it? 16 So ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan has bound—think of it—for eighteen years, be loosed from this bond
on the Sabbath?” 17 And when He said these things, all His adversaries were put to shame;
and all the multitude rejoiced for all the glorious things that were done by Him.

c. Luke 4:33–36 (NKJV) — 33 Now in the synagogue there was a man who had a spirit of an
unclean demon. And he cried out with a loud voice, 34 saying, “Let us alone! What have we
to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Did You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the
Holy One of God!” 35 But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet, and come out of him!” And
when the demon had thrown him in their midst, it came out of him and did not hurt him. 36
Then they were all amazed and spoke among themselves, saying, “What a word this is! For
with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.”

3. He demanded faith in himself (John 8:21,24).
a. John 8:21 (NKJV) — 21 Then Jesus said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek

Me, and will die in your sin. Where I go you cannot come.”
b. John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
4. People were amazed at his authority (Matt. 7:28-29; Mark 1:22; John 7:46).

a. Matthew 7:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the
people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one having authority, and not
as the scribes.

b. Mark 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 And they were astonished at His teaching, for He taught them as
one having authority, and not as the scribes.

c. John 7:46 (NKJV) — 46 The officers answered, “No man ever spoke like this Man!”
5. Demons acknowledged his deity (Luke 4:41; Mark 4:6-8).

a. Luke 4:41 (NKJV) — 41 And demons also came out of many, crying out and saying, “You
are the Christ, the Son of God!” And He, rebuking them, did not allow them to speak, for they
knew that He was the Christ.

b. Mark 4:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because it had no
root it withered away. 7 And some seed fell among thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked
it, and it yielded no crop. 8 But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that sprang
up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty, and some a hundred.”

6. His enemies feared him (Mark 11:18 NKJV) — 18 And the scribes and chief priests heard it and
sought how they might destroy Him; for they feared Him, because all the people were astonished
at His teaching.
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7. The Father acknowledged him as his Son (Matt. 3:17; 17:5).
a. Matthew 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying, “This is My

beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.”
b. Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed

them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

8. The writer of Hebrews acknowledged that he is the one we are to hear  - Hebrews 1:1–3 (NKJV)
— 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the worlds; 3 who being the brightness of His glory and the
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

C. They worshiped him after his resurrection - Matthew 28:17 (NKJV) — 17 When they saw Him, they
worshiped Him; but some doubted.
1. He received rule over all things from the Father (Eph. 1:19-23; Phil. 2:9-11).

a. Ephesians 1:19–23 (NKJV) — 19 and what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward
us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 20 which He worked in Christ
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places,
21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. 22 And He put all things under
His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all in all.

b. Philippians 2:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him
the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

2. The angels are subject to him - 1 Peter 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the
right hand of God, angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.

3. The resurrection was the crowning proof of his deity and authority - Romans 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 and
declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection
from the dead.

4. Stephen saw him on the right hand of God --- a sign of authority - Acts 7:56 (NKJV) — 56 and
said, “Look! I see the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!”

5. Saul acknowledged him as ``Lord'' (Acts 9:6 NKJV) — 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said,
“Lord, what do You want me to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and
you will be told what you must do.”

6. God gave him to be the head over all things to the church - Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And
He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head over all things to the church, 23 which
is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.

7. All men will be judged by his words (John 12:47-48).
a. John 12:47–48 (NKJV) — 47 And if anyone hears My words and does not believe, I do not

judge him; for I did not come to judge the world but to save the world. 48 He who rejects Me,
and does not receive My words, has that which judges him—the word that I have spoken will
judge him in the last day.

III. TO THE DENOMINATIONAL WORLD; BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO YOU TEACH AND
PRACTICE THE THINGS YOU DO?

A. That the “doctrine of faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort.”
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1. Men say this.
2. God says (James 2:24 NKJV) — 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith

only.
B. Once saved always saved or the impossibility of apostasy.

1. That is what men say.
2. God says (Heb. 2:1; 1 Cor. 10:12; Gal. 5:4; 2 Peter 2:20-23).

a. Hebrews 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we
have heard, lest we drift away.

b. 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.

c. Galatians 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be
justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

d. 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from
the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the
true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing
in the mire.”

C. That baptism is not essential to ones salvation.
1. Men say this.
2. God says (Mark 16:16; 1 Peter 3:21; Acts 22:16).

a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

b. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

c. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

D. Partaking of the Lord's supper monthly, quarterly, semi-annually or annually.
1. Men say this.
2. But, God says otherwise - Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the

disciples came together to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and
continued his message until midnight.

E. That sprinkling or pouring is baptism.
1. Men say it is.
2. God says (1 Cor. 15:1-4; Rom. 6:17-18; Rom. 6:1-5).

a. 1 Corinthians 15:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I
preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For
I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures,

b. Romans 6:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet
you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

c. Romans 6:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not
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know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For
if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the
likeness of His resurrection,

IV. TO SOME IN THE CHURCH.  BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO YOU TEACH AND PRACTICE
THE THINGS YOU DO?

A. Marriage, divorce and remarriage for any cause.
1. Men say it is acceptable unto God.
2. God speaks for himself - Matthew 19:9 (NKJV) — 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife,

except for sexual immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who
is divorced commits adultery.”

B. That social drinking is acceptable to God.
1. Men say this.
2. God says (Prov. 20:1; 23:29-32; Gal. 5:19-21).

a. Proverbs 20:1 (NKJV) — 1 Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is a brawler, And whoever is led
astray by it is not wise.

b. Proverbs 23:29–32 (NKJV) — 29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions?
Who has complaints? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those
who linger long at the wine, Those who go in search of mixed wine. 31 Do not look on the
wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it swirls around smoothly; 32 At the
last it bites like a serpent, And stings like a viper.

c. Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness,
revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that
those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

C. That mechanical instrumental music in worship is acceptable to God.
1. Men say this.
2. God says (Eph 5:19; Col. 3:16).

a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

b. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

D. That there are faithful Christians in denominationalism.
1. Men say this.
2. God says (John 8:24; Acts 17:30; Rom. 10:10; Acts 8:37; 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21; Eph. 4:4; Col.

1:18; Eph. 1:22-23).
a. John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do

not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
c. Romans 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the

mouth confession is made unto salvation.
d. Acts 8:37 (NKJV) — 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And

he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
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e. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

f. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

g. Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one
hope of your calling;

h. Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.

i. Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be
head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all.

V. BY WHAT AUTHORITY DO WE TEACH AND PRACTICE THE THINGS WE DO?
A. First, there must be a respect for authority.
B. God's word is the authority, because it came by divine authority.  It is from God.
C. Man needs nothing but the Bible.

1. It is all sufficient (2 Tim. 3:16-17; Jude 3; 2 Peter 1:3).
a. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

b. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for
the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

c. 2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,

2. Human wisdom does not please God --- we must do his will (Jer. 10:23; Prov. 3:5-6; 14:12).
a. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not

in man who walks to direct his own steps.
b. Proverbs 3:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your

own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.
c. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way

of death.
3. God's word is perfect (James 1:25; Psa. 19:7).

a. James 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in
it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

b. Psalm 19:7 (NKJV) — 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony
of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;

4. His word purifies and saves (1 Peter 1:22; James 1:21).
a. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
b. James 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
5. The word of God cleanses and sanctifies (John 15:3; 17:17).

a. John 15:3 (NKJV) — 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to
you.

b. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
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D. God demands respect to his word (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6; Rev. 22:18-19).
1. Deuteronomy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take

from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.
2. Proverbs 30:6 (NKJV) — 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.
3. Revelation 22:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy

of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in
this book.

E. Authority is essential.
1. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the

Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
2. Nadab and Abihu did not act by authority (Lev. 10:1-2).

a. Leviticus 10:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his
censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which
He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they
died before the LORD.

3. Uzzah ignored God's authority (2 Sam. 6:6-7).
a. 2 Samuel 6:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 And when they came to Nachon’s threshing floor, Uzzah put

out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7 Then the anger of
the LORD was aroused against Uzzah, and God struck him there for his error; and he died
there by the ark of God.

VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Jesus did what he did by divine authority.
B. If we follow God's word in our teaching and practice, then we are being guided by divine authority.
C. God's word is of divine origin.
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