
BUT WILT THOU KNOW, O VAIN MAN, THAT FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS
DEAD? James 2:20

Introduction:
A. The Epistle of James has been called ``The Gospel of Common Sense.''

1. It emphasizes the practical aspects of Christianity.
2. The DOER and not the hearer only, enjoys the favor and blessings of God (James 1:21-27;

2:14-26; 3:13; 4:17).
a. James 1:21–27 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of
the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself,
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the
perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this
one will be blessed in what he does. 26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless. 27 Pure and undefiled
religion before God and the Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to
keep oneself unspotted from the world.

b. James 2:14–26 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not
give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19
You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

c. James 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.

d. James 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him
it is sin.

B. The context  ---  James 2:14–26 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says
he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and
destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but
you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I
have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham
our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was
fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And
he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith
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only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the
messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith
without works is dead also.

1. A contrast between ``dead faith'' and ``living faith.''
2. Saving faith is a living, active, obedient faith.

II. DISCUSSION: FALSE CONCEPT OF ``FAITH AND WORKS.''
A. Salvation by ``faith only,'' excluding all works.

1. This false concept led Martin Luther to reject the inspiration of the Epistle of James.
2. Many deceived religionists today hold this false doctrine.

B. An alleged contradiction between Paul (Rom. 4:1-6) and James 2:14-26.
1. Romans 4:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found according

to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not
before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to
him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not counted as grace but as debt.
5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is
accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to whom
God imputes righteousness apart from works:

2. No contradiction between Paul and James; we are justified (saved) by:
a. Faith (not faith ``only'') (Rom. 3:28; 5:1; Eph. 2:8-9).

(1) Romans 3:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart from
the deeds of the law.

(2) Romans 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

(3) Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

b. Works (not works ``only'') (James 2:21, 24).
(1) James 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered

Isaac his son on the altar?
(2) James 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

3. Paul and James discussed two different kinds of works:
a. Paul spoke of works which are EXCLUDED from God's plan to save:

(1) Rom. 4:1-6; Eph. 2:8-9
(a) Romans 4:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 What then shall we say that Abraham our father has found

according to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 3 For what does the Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and
it was accounted to him for righteousness.” 4 Now to him who works, the wages are not
counted as grace but as debt. 5 But to him who does not work but believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 6 just as David also describes
the blessedness of the man to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works:

(b) Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(2) Meritorious works of human achievement that one may boast of and glory in, designed to earn
salvation.

b. James spoke of works which are INCLUDED in God's plan to save:
(1) James 2:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith

but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute
of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you
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do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?
(2) Works of righteousness, obedience to the commands of God (Acts 10:34-35; Psalm 119:172;

John 6:28-29).
(a) Acts 10:34–35 (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that

God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness
is accepted by Him.

(b) Psalm 119:172 (NKJV) — 172 My tongue shall speak of Your word, For all Your
commandments are righteousness.

(c) John 6:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work
the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you
believe in Him whom He sent.”

C. James 2:14-26 forcefully defeats the false doctrine of ``FAITH ONLY.''

III. THE TRUTH ABOUT ``FAITH AND WORKS'' (Analysis of James 2:14–26 (NKJV) 
A. Faith without works is ``dead'' (vs.14-17).— 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says

he has faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and
destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but
you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

1. Verse 14  ---  Two questions raised:
a. Of what profit (advantage, blessing) is there to a man who says he has faith and has no works?
b. Can faith (``that'' faith) save him?

2. Verses 15-16  ---  James demonstrates the principle that faith apart from works of obedience is
profitless, vain, dead!

3. Verse 17  ---  The application of verses 15 & 16:
a. Returns to the thought of verse 14  ---  ``What doth it profit...?''
b. ``Even so''  ---  just as one who is in need and hungry cannot profit from kind words and well

wishes, neither is there any blessing in faith which does not prompt to faithful obedience to the
Lord's commands.

c. A ``dead faith'' (void of works) will not save!
d. A ``saving faith'' is faith made alive by works of obedience to God's commands.

B. Works  ---  the ``PROOF'' of our faith (vs.18-20). - 18 But someone will say, "You have faith, and
I have works." Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.
19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 

1. Verse 18  ---  The only way we can prove our faith is through obedience.
a. Same principle in proving our LOVE (John 14:15; 1 John 3:18; 5:3).

(1) John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
(2) 1 John 3:18 (NKJV) — 18 My little children, let us not love in word or in tongue, but in deed

and in truth.
(3) 1 John 5:3 (NKJV) — 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And

His commandments are not burdensome.
b. Faith cannot be seen except through works.
c. When one will not submit to the commands of God's word; it is proof not only that he does not

love God, but that he has no truth faith in God.
2. Verse 19  ---  The doctrine of ``FAITH ONLY'' is put to the test.

a. According to this doctrine, the devils are justified.
b. To acknowledge God is good, but not sufficient to save (John 12:48; Heb. 11:6).
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(1) John 12:48 (NKJV) — 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which
judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

(2) Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

3. Verse 20  ---  Concludes that ``faith without works is dead'' (cf. v.17).
C. Saving Faith illustrated (vs.21-26).21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he

offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and
by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You
see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the
harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

1. ABRAHAM (vs.21-24).
a. Verse 21  --- Justified by WORKS (Gen. 22:18; cf. Heb. 11:17).

(1) Genesis 22:18 (NKJV) — 18 In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because
you have obeyed My voice.”

(2) Hebrews 11:17 (NKJV) — 17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and
he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son,

b. Verse 22  ---  Faith was made perfect by works of obedience (it takes faith together with works
to obtain God's justification).

c. Verse 23  ---  ``And the scripture was fulfilled...'' (Genesis 15:6 (NKJV) — 6 And he believed
in the LORD, and He accounted it to him for righteousness.

(1) Even though in Gen. 15:6, Abraham was acknowledged as a believer and his faith was counted
to him for righteousness; it was not until Gen. 22:1-19 that his faith was fulfilled or made
perfect in the act of obedience in offering Isaac.

(a) Genesis 22:1–19 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass after these things that God tested
Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 2 Then He said, “Take
now your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer
him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 3 So
Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men
with him, and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went
to the place of which God had told him. 4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted his eyes and
saw the place afar off. 5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey;
the lad and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come back to you.” 6 So Abraham took
the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand,
and a knife, and the two of them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and
said, “My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” Then he said, “Look, the fire and the
wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will
provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 9 Then
they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and
placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the
wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the
Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” So he said,
“Here I am.” 12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for
now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from
Me.” 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught
in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt
offering instead of his son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place,
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The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be
provided.” 15 Then the Angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time out of heaven,
16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the LORD, because you have done this thing, and
have not withheld your son, your only son—17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I
will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the
seashore; and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.” 19 So
Abraham returned to his young men, and they rose and went together to Beersheba; and
Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.

(2) Even though one may believe in God and believe what God says, his faith is not made perfect
or complete until he OBEYS what God says (Acts 10:34-35).

(a) Acts 10:34–35 (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that
God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness
is accepted by Him.

d. Verse 24  ---  Again James comes to the same conclusion as in verses 17, 20  ---  one is not
justified by ``FAITH ONLY'' but by ``FAITH WROUGHT WITH WORKS.''

2. RAHAB (v.25).  Cf. Joshua 2:1-24; Heb. 11:31.
a. Joshua 2:1–24 (NKJV) — 1 Now Joshua the son of Nun sent out two men from Acacia Grove

to spy secretly, saying, “Go, view the land, especially Jericho.” So they went, and came to the
house of a harlot named Rahab, and lodged there. 2 And it was told the king of Jericho, saying,
“Behold, men have come here tonight from the children of Israel to search out the country.” 3
So the king of Jericho sent to Rahab, saying, “Bring out the men who have come to you, who
have entered your house, for they have come to search out all the country.” 4 Then the woman
took the two men and hid them. So she said, “Yes, the men came to me, but I did not know
where they were from. 5 And it happened as the gate was being shut, when it was dark, that the
men went out. Where the men went I do not know; pursue them quickly, for you may overtake
them.” 6 (But she had brought them up to the roof and hidden them with the stalks of flax, which
she had laid in order on the roof.) 7 Then the men pursued them by the road to the Jordan, to the
fords. And as soon as those who pursued them had gone out, they shut the gate. 8 Now before
they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men: “I know that the LORD
has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the
land are fainthearted because of you. 10 For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water
of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the
Amorites who were on the other side of the Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed.
11 And as soon as we heard these things, our hearts melted; neither did there remain any more
courage in anyone because of you, for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on
earth beneath. 12 Now therefore, I beg you, swear to me by the LORD, since I have shown you
kindness, that you also will show kindness to my father’s house, and give me a true token, 13 and
spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters, and all that they have, and deliver our lives
from death.” 14 So the men answered her, “Our lives for yours, if none of you tell this business
of ours. And it shall be, when the LORD has given us the land, that we will deal kindly and truly
with you.” 15 Then she let them down by a rope through the window, for her house was on the
city wall; she dwelt on the wall. 16 And she said to them, “Get to the mountain, lest the pursuers
meet you. Hide there three days, until the pursuers have returned. Afterward you may go your
way.” 17 So the men said to her: “We will be blameless of this oath of yours which you have
made us swear, 18 unless, when we come into the land, you bind this line of scarlet cord in the
window through which you let us down, and unless you bring your father, your mother, your
brothers, and all your father’s household to your own home. 19 So it shall be that whoever goes
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outside the doors of your house into the street, his blood shall be on his own head, and we will
be guiltless. And whoever is with you in the house, his blood shall be on our head if a hand is
laid on him. 20 And if you tell this business of ours, then we will be free from your oath which
you made us swear.” 21 Then she said, “According to your words, so be it.” And she sent them
away, and they departed. And she bound the scarlet cord in the window. 22 They departed and
went to the mountain, and stayed there three days until the pursuers returned. The pursuers
sought them all along the way, but did not find them. 23 So the two men returned, descended
from the mountain, and crossed over; and they came to Joshua the son of Nun, and told him all
that had befallen them. 24 And they said to Joshua, “Truly the LORD has delivered all the land
into our hands, for indeed all the inhabitants of the country are fainthearted because of us.”

(1) Hebrews 11:31 (NKJV) — 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not
believe, when she had received the spies with peace.

b. Her faith expressed itself in works.
c. ``Likewise''  ---  in the same way Abraham was justified.

D. Conclusion (v.26).
1. The conclusion of verses 14-25 is that FAITH WITHOUT WORKS IS AS LIFELESS AS THE

BODY WITHOUT THE SPIRIT!
2. These truths apply to the Christian as well as the alien sinner.

a. Members of the church whose faith does not prompt them to faithfulness in the Lord's work and
regular Christian service, HAVE A DEAD FAITH THAT WILL NOT SAVE THEM!

b. We are quick to condemn our religious neighbors for teaching the false doctrine of ̀ `faith only;''
but, are we not just as condemned when we PRACTICE the same false doctrine?

IV. THE CHRISTIAN WHOSE FAITH IS ``DEAD:''
A. The one who does not adhere to SOUND DOCTRINE (Titus 2:1; 2 John 9-11; Gal. 1:6-12; Matt.

15:9).
1. Titus 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 But as for you, speak the things which are proper for sound doctrine:
2. 2 John 9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does

not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son. 10 If
anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house nor greet
him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

3. Galatians 1:6–12 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called
you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you
have received, let him be accursed. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please
men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11 But I make known to
you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 For I neither
received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ.

4. Matthew 15:9 (NKJV) — 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

B. The one who is not living a PURE AND GODLY LIFE (Titus 2:11-12; Rom. 8:1-6; Eph. 5:26-27;
Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Tim. 5:22; 1 John 2:15-17; James 4:4).

1. Titus 2:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age,

2. Romans 8:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ
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Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 2 For the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death. 3 For what the law
could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the
Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but
those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For to be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.

3. Ephesians 5:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of
water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.

4. Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts
of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and
the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

5. 1 Timothy 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 Do not lay hands on anyone hastily, nor share in other people’s
sins; keep yourself pure.

6. 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world
is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

7. James 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an
enemy of God.

C. The one who is not GLORIFYING GOD THROUGH ACTIVE AND FAITHFUL SERVICE IN HIS
KINGDOM, THE CHURCH (Eph. 3:21; Matt. 5:13-16; Rev. 2:10).

1. Ephesians 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.

a. Matthew 5:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot
by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

b. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

2. Not growing in Bible knowledge and spiritual strength (1 Peter 2:2; 2 Peter 3:18; 2 Tim. 2:15).
a. 1 Peter 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow

thereby,
b. 2 Peter 3:18 (NKJV) — 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ. To Him be the glory both now and forever. Amen.
c. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
3. Not seeking FIRST the kingdom and his righteousness (Matt. 6:33; Col. 3:1-3).

a. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all
these things shall be added to you.
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b. Colossians 3:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above, not on
things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

4. Not faithful in attending the assemblies (Heb. 10:25).
a. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) — 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the

manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day
approaching.

5. Not practicing PURE AND UNDEFILED RELIGION (James 1:27; 2:15-16; Gal. 6:10).
a. James 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit

orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.
b. James 2:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and

one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the
things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?

c. Galatians 6:10 (NKJV) — 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially
to those who are of the household of faith.

6. Not supporting the Lord's cause, financially (1 Cor. 16:2).
a. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) — 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something

aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
7. Not supporting the work and mission of the church (Matt. 28:19-20; 1 Cor. 15:58; Titus 3:1).

a. Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age.” Amen.

b. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

c. Titus 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready
for every good work,

D. The unfaithful Christian who will not REPENT (Acts 8:22), CONFESS HIS SIN (1 John 1:9),
PRAY TO GOD FOR FORGIVENESS (Acts 8:22; James 5:16).

1. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

2. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

3. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

4. James 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that
you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.

V. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Only an active, obedient faith (a faith made perfect by works) will save (Luke 6:46; Matt. 7:21-23).

1. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I
say?

a. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

2. Alien sinner must: Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess Faith in Christ, be Baptized for the remission
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of sins.
3. The Christian must continue to exercise an obedient faith.

B. If you're one who believes, teaches, or practices ``FAITH ONLY;'' the Holy Spirit, through James,
has a question for you, ``BUT WILT THOU KNOW, O VAIN MAN, THAT FAITH WITHOUT
WORKS IS DEAD?''
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