
 ``HATH THE LORD AS GREAT DELIGHT IN BURNT OFFERINGS AND SACRIFICES, AS
IN OBEYING THE VOICE OF THE LORD?' - I Samuel 15:22

Intro:
A. Saul is chosen and then anointed to be King over Israel - 1 Sam 9 ; cf 8:3-21

1. Two chapters in 1 Samuel stand out as turning points in the life of King Saul - chapters 13 and
15.

B. It will be necessary to consider the background of this question raised by Samuel.
C. Having accomplished that, we will move to make application to our daily lives.

1. By necessary Inference this text also teaches us the only way to deal with sin.

II. DISCUSSION: FIRST, LET US LOOK AT THE BACKGROUND OF THIS QUESTION.
A. As I Samuel 15 opens, Samuel comes to anoint Saul as King of all Israel.
B. He encourages Saul to hearken to the voice of the words of the Lord.

1. Here then is an important key to pleasing God.
2. Saul was to ``heed'' what God said unto him.

C. The destruction of the Amalekites was ordered by God.
1. The destruction of the Amalekites was promised by God to Moses - Exodus 17:8–14 (NKJV) —

8 Now Amalek came and fought with Israel in Rephidim. 9 And Moses said to Joshua, “Choose
us some men and go out, fight with Amalek. Tomorrow I will stand on the top of the hill with the
rod of God in my hand.” 10 So Joshua did as Moses said to him, and fought with Amalek. And
Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 And so it was, when Moses held up his
hand, that Israel prevailed; and when he let down his hand, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses’
hands became heavy; so they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it. And Aaron and
Hur supported his hands, one on one side, and the other on the other side; and his hands were
steady until the going down of the sun. 13 So Joshua defeated Amalek and his people with the edge
of the sword. 14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this for a memorial in the book and recount
it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under
heaven.”

a. God promised to destroy the Amalekites when Israel had rest in Canaan - Deut 25:17-19.
(1) Deuteronomy 25:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 “Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as

you were coming out of Egypt, 18 how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks,
all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and he did not fear God. 19
Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies all
around, in the land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that
you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You shall not forget.

b. Saul was to carry out God’s Vengeance against them - 1 Sam 15:1-3
(1) 1 Samuel 15:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Samuel also said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to anoint you

king over His people, over Israel. Now therefore, heed the voice of the words of the LORD.
2 Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I will punish Amalek for what he did to Israel, how he
ambushed him on the way when he came up from Egypt. 3 Now go and attack Amalek, and
utterly destroy all that they have, and do not spare them. But kill both man and woman, infant
and nursing child, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.’ ”

2. Therefore this order given by God had a direct bearing on what God had promised Moses.
a. Moses was to write this promise down in a book and rehearse it in the ears of Joshua.

3. What a great delight it is in the eyes of God when his children realize they are his instruments to
carry out his will.

4. Saul defeats Amelek -  1 Samuel 15:4–7 (NKJV) — 4 So Saul gathered the people together and
numbered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot soldiers and ten thousand men of Judah. 5
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And Saul came to a city of Amalek, and lay in wait in the valley. 6 Then Saul said to the Kenites,
“Go, depart, get down from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with them. For you showed
kindness to all the children of Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites departed
from among the Amalekites. 7 And Saul attacked the Amalekites, from Havilah all the way to
Shur, which is east of Egypt.

a. Saul proved himself to be disobedient - 1 Samuel 15:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 He also took Agag king
of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people with the edge of the sword. 9 But
Saul and the people spared Agag and the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and
all that was good, and were unwilling to utterly destroy them. But everything despised and
worthless, that they utterly destroyed.

b. Saul and the people failed to carry out the fullness of what God had commanded.
c. Agag and the best of the flocks were spared (v.9).
d. Only things which were vile and refuse were destroyed.

5. Pleasing God cannot be based on ``doing God's will as long as it does not conflict with me.''
6. Saul disposed by God - 1 Samuel 15:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 Now the word of the LORD came to

Samuel, saying, 11 “I greatly regret that I have set up Saul as king, for he has turned back from
following Me, and has not performed My commandments.” And it grieved Samuel, and he cried
out to the LORD all night.

a. 1 Samuel 15:23 (NKJV) — 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has rejected you
from being king.”

b. To bring delight to God we must obey regardless of the consequence of such obedience.
D. When Saul and Samuel meet, twice Saul makes the statement that he has obeyed God - 1 Samuel

15:13 (NKJV) — 13 Then Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the
LORD! I have performed the commandment of the LORD.”

1. 1 Samuel 15:20 (NKJV) — 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the
LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of
Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

2. Samuels confronts Saul - 1 Samuel 15:12–31 (NKJV) — 12 So when Samuel rose early in the
morning to meet Saul, it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul went to Carmel, and indeed, he set up a
monument for himself; and he has gone on around, passed by, and gone down to Gilgal.” 13 Then
Samuel went to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the
commandment of the LORD.” 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my
ears, and the lowing of the oxen which I hear?” 15 And Saul said, “They have brought them from
the Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.” 16 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Be quiet! And
I will tell you what the LORD said to me last night.” And he said to him, “Speak on.” 17 So
Samuel said, “When you were little in your own eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Israel?
And did not the LORD anoint you king over Israel? 18 Now the LORD sent you on a mission, and
said, ‘Go, and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are
consumed.’ 19 Why then did you not obey the voice of the LORD? Why did you swoop down on
the spoil, and do evil in the sight of the LORD?” 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed
the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back
Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites. 21 But the people took of the
plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to
sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.” 22 So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight
in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better
than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And
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stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also
has rejected you from being king.” 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have
transgressed the commandment of the LORD and your words, because I feared the people and
obeyed their voice. 25 Now therefore, please pardon my sin, and return with me, that I may
worship the LORD.” 26 But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you, for you have rejected
the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.” 27 And as
Samuel turned around to go away, Saul seized the edge of his robe, and it tore. 28 So Samuel said
to him, “The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today, and has given it to a neighbor
of yours, who is better than you. 29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent. For He
is not a man, that He should relent.” 30 Then he said, “I have sinned; yet honor me now, please,
before the elders of my people and before Israel, and return with me, that I may worship the LORD
your God.” 31 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul worshiped the LORD.

3. When they first meet, Saul claims he has performed the commandment of the Lord.
a. There is great sadness, not delight, when people think they can set aside any portion of the

commands of God.
4. The second statement is Saul attempting to argue his case.

a. Such arguments lose their validity in the face of facts.
b. Agag and the flocks proved the point.
c. Intentions are no substitute for obeying.
d. Samuel kills Agag by Hacking him to pieces 1 Samuel 15:32–33 (NKJV) — 32 Then Samuel

said, “Bring Agag king of the Amalekites here to me.” So Agag came to him cautiously. And
Agag said, “Surely the bitterness of death is past.” 33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has made
women childless, so shall your mother be childless among women.” And Samuel hacked Agag
in pieces before the LORD in Gilgal.

E. Samuel then in verse 22 gives the rhetorical question in our text. - 1 Samuel 15:22 (NKJV) — 22
So Samuel said: “Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the
voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams.

1. We are reminded that because of Saul’s rebellion - the Amalekites continued to be a thorn in
Israel’s side

a. They killed Saul - 2 Samuel 1:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Then David said to the young man who told
him, “Where are you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.” 14 So
David said to him, “How was it you were not afraid to put forth your hand to destroy the LORD’s
anointed?” 15 Then David called one of the young men and said, “Go near, and execute him!”
And he struck him so that he died. 16 So David said to him, “Your blood is on your own head,
for your own mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’s anointed.’ ”

b. Raided Ziklag - took their wives and children and burnt it - 1 Samuel 30:1–19 (NKJV) — 1
Now it happened, when David and his men came to Ziklag, on the third day, that the Amalekites
had invaded the South and Ziklag, attacked Ziklag and burned it with fire, 2 and had taken
captive the women and those who were there, from small to great; they did not kill anyone, but
carried them away and went their way. 3 So David and his men came to the city, and there it was,
burned with fire; and their wives, their sons, and their daughters had been taken captive. 4 Then
David and the people who were with him lifted up their voices and wept, until they had no more
power to weep. 5 And David’s two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of
Nabal the Carmelite, had been taken captive. 6 Now David was greatly distressed, for the people
spoke of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and
his daughters. But David strengthened himself in the LORD his God. 7 Then David said to
Abiathar the priest, Ahimelech’s son, “Please bring the ephod here to me.” And Abiathar brought
the ephod to David. 8 So David inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I pursue this troop? Shall
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I overtake them?” And He answered him, “Pursue, for you shall surely overtake them and
without fail recover all.” 9 So David went, he and the six hundred men who were with him, and
came to the Brook Besor, where those stayed who were left behind. 10 But David pursued, he
and four hundred men; for two hundred stayed behind, who were so weary that they could not
cross the Brook Besor. 11 Then they found an Egyptian in the field, and brought him to David;
and they gave him bread and he ate, and they let him drink water. 12 And they gave him a piece
of a cake of figs and two clusters of raisins. So when he had eaten, his strength came back to
him; for he had eaten no bread nor drunk water for three days and three nights. 13 Then David
said to him, “To whom do you belong, and where are you from?” And he said, “I am a young
man from Egypt, servant of an Amalekite; and my master left me behind, because three days ago
I fell sick. 14 We made an invasion of the southern area of the Cherethites, in the territory which
belongs to Judah, and of the southern area of Caleb; and we burned Ziklag with fire.” 15 And
David said to him, “Can you take me down to this troop?” So he said, “Swear to me by God that
you will neither kill me nor deliver me into the hands of my master, and I will take you down to
this troop.” 16 And when he had brought him down, there they were, spread out over all the land,
eating and drinking and dancing, because of all the great spoil which they had taken from the
land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah. 17 Then David attacked them from twilight
until the evening of the next day. Not a man of them escaped, except four hundred young men
who rode on camels and fled. 18 So David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away,
and David rescued his two wives. 19 And nothing of theirs was lacking, either small or great,
sons or daughters, spoil or anything which they had taken from them; David recovered all.

III. ALL OF LIFE IS SPENT BEING OBEDIENT TO GOD OR TO SATAN.
A. Romans 6:16  ̀ `Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are

to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death or of obedience unto righteousness.''
1. The choice is ours (no predestination).

B. Love is defined as obedience:
1. John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
2. 1 John 5:3 (NKJV) — 3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His

commandments are not burdensome.
C. Therefore, if I do bring delight to the God of heaven it must be in the area of obeying God.
D. I must be able to know ``how'' to obey in order to please or bring delight to God.

1. 1 John 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 And by this we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our
hearts before Him.

2. 1 John 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does
not hear us. By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

a. 1 John 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 By this we know that we abide in Him, and He in us, because He has
given us of His Spirit.

3. 1 John 5:13 (NKJV) — 13 These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the
name of the Son of God.

E. THE PROPER MOTIVATION FOR THE CHRISTIAN IS TO SPEND ONE'S LIFE IN PLEASING
GOD (THAT IS BRINGING DELIGHT TO GOD):

1. Our prayer life is connected to the life we live before others.
a. 1 John 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His

commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His sight.
2. That life consists of obeying and doing those things which please God.
3. I am made in his likeness - Genesis 1:26 (NKJV) — 26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our
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image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds
of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the
earth.”

4. My life should reflect that ``likeness.''
a. 1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,

leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:
F. Our desire should be one of wanting to be like the Lord.

1. Philippians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
2. Some expend all their energy seeking the ``praise of men'' instead of God.

G. Please the Lord with your life and you will bring delight to God.

IV. A life that is pleasing to God understands the Wrong way and the Right Way to Deal with Sin - lessons
we learn for our text:

A. Wrong ways to Deal With Sin:
1. DENIAL - Saul acted as if he had not sinned: 

a. “Blessed are you of the Lord” - 1 Samuel 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 Then Samuel went to Saul, and
Saul said to him, “Blessed are you of the LORD! I have performed the commandment of the
LORD.”

b. "I have performed the commandment of the Lord" - {15:13}
c. “I have obeyed”  - 1 Samuel 15:20 (NKJV) — 20 And Saul said to Samuel, “But I have obeyed

the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the LORD sent me, and brought back
Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

(1) Proverbs 28:13 (NKJV) — 13 He who covers his sins will not prosper, But whoever confesses
and forsakes them will have mercy.

2. EXCUSES - Saul tried to shift blame: 
a. “They” — 1 Samuel 15:15 (NKJV) — 15 And Saul said, “They have brought them from the

Amalekites; for the people spared the best of the sheep and the oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God; and the rest we have utterly destroyed.”

b. “But the people” - 1 Samuel 15:21 (NKJV) — 21 But the people took of the plunder, sheep and
oxen, the best of the things which should have been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God in Gilgal.”

c. Accepting responsibility - “I have transgressed the commandment” 1 Samuel 15:24 (NKJV) —
24 Then Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned, for I have transgressed the commandment of the
LORD and your words, because I feared the people and obeyed their voice.

(1) We will be held accountable for our own actions - cf Genesis 3:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Then the
man said, “The woman whom You gave to be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I ate.” 13
And the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.”

(a) Ezekiel 18:20 (NKJV) — 20 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of
the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be
upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon himself.

(b) Romans 2:6–11 (NKJV) — 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 7
eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and
immortality; 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey
unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to
everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is no
partiality with God.
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(c) Galatians 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap.

3. Pragmatism - Saul claimed his purposes were good: 
a. “and brought back Agag king of Amalek;” 1 Samuel 15:20 (NKJV) — 20 And Saul said to

Samuel, “But I have obeyed the voice of the LORD, and gone on the mission on which the
LORD sent me, and brought back Agag king of Amalek; I have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.

b. “in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal.” - 1 Samuel 15:21 (NKJV) — 21
But the people took of the plunder, sheep and oxen, the best of the things which should have
been utterly destroyed, to sacrifice to the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

c. The end does NOT justify the means - (cf Rom 3:8; 1 Sam 15:21-23)
(1) Romans 3:8 (NKJV) — 8 And why not say, “Let us do evil that good may come”?—as we are

slanderously reported and as some affirm that we say. Their condemnation is just.
(2) 1 Samuel 15:22–23 (NKJV) - 22 So Samuel said: “Has the Lord as great delight in burnt

offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than
sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He
also has rejected you from being king.”

B. More Wrong Ways To Deal With Sin:
1. Selective Comparisons - 2 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 For we dare not class ourselves or

compare ourselves with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by
themselves, and comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

2. Claim ignorance - Acts 17:11; 2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:30
a. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

b. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

c. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent,

3. Claim moderation - Eph 5:3-7; 1 Thess 5:22; Heb 2:1-3
a. Ephesians 5:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not

even be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor
coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no
fornicator, unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the
kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers
with them.

b. 1 Thessalonians 5:22 (NKJV) — 22 Abstain from every form of evil.
c. Hebrews 2:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we

have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect
so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us
by those who heard Him,

4. I’m the victim - 1 Peter 2:18–23 (NKJV) — 18 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all
fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 19 For this is commendable, if because
of conscience toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20 For what credit is it if, when
you are beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take
it patiently, this is commendable before God. 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also
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suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 “Who committed no
sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;

5. Procrastination - Acts 24:25; Rom 2:4
a. Acts 24:25 (NKJV) — 25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the

judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a convenient
time I will call for you.”

b. Romans 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 Or do you despise the riches of His goodness, forbearance, and
longsuffering, not knowing that the goodness of God leads you to repentance?

C. The ONLY REAL WAY TO DEAL WITH SIN - Psalm 38:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 There is no soundness
in my flesh Because of Your anger, Nor any health in my bones Because of my sin. 4 For my
iniquities have gone over my head; Like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me. 5 My wounds are
foul and festering Because of my foolishness.

1. Psalm 51:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness;
According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me
thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions,
And my sin is always before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in
Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.

2. Our conversion is really an execution - Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,
6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

a. Baptism does not end our conflict with sin - (Acts 2:38-42; Rom. 6:3-23; 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal.
5:16-21).

(1) Acts 2:38–42 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and
exhorted them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly
received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.
42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of
bread, and in prayers.

(2) Romans 6:3–23 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even
so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness
of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that
our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we
died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having
been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the
death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11
Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it in its
lusts. 13 And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but
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present yourselves to God as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law
but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under law but under grace?
Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you
are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading
to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free
from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the
weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and
of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of
righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to
righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now ashamed?
For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free from sin, and having
become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(3) 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by
the Spirit of our God.

(4) Galatians 5:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the
lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and
these are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 18 But if you
are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident,
which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred,
contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy,
murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told
you in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

b. God commands us to CONTINUE to put sin to death - (Mat. 5:29,30; Rom. 6; 8:12-13; Gal.
5:24; Col. 3:5-8).

(1) Matthew 5:29 (NKJV) — 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell.

(a) Matthew 5:30 (NKJV) — 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it
from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your
whole body to be cast into hell.

(2) Romans 6 (NKJV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not
know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For
if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the
likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who
has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also
live with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death
no longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all;
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but the life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead
indeed to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not have
dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 15 What then? Shall we sin
because we are not under law but under grace? Certainly not! 16 Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be
thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of
righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as
you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more
lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when
you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have
then in the things of which you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But
now having been set free from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to
holiness, and the end, everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.

(3) Romans 8:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

(4) Galatians 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 And those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires.

(5) Colossians 3:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the earth:
fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. 6 Because
of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience, 7 in which you
yourselves once walked when you lived in them. 8 But now you yourselves are to put off all
these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.

(6) Rom 6:1-23
(7) Col 3:5-9

3. Sin MUST be dealt with
a. By the Spirit (through the gospel) — Romans 8:13; cf. Rom 7:5-8:12
b. Put on the Lord Jesus Christ — Rom. 13:14
c. Stop lusting - 1 Pet. 2:11; Gal. 5:16; Rom 13:14

(1) Rom 13:11-14
d. With God’s help & provisions — [Eph. 6:10-18; James 4:6-10; 2 Pet. 1:5-10]
e. Ruthlessly — [Matt. 5:29-30; 18:8,9; Rom 13:13-14]

(1) Matthew 5:29–30 (NKJV) — 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it
from you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell. 30 And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
you; for it is more profitable for you that one of your members perish, than for your whole
body to be cast into hell.

(2) Matthew 18:8 (NKJV) — 8 “If your hand or foot causes you to sin, cut it off and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life lame or maimed, rather than having two hands or two
feet, to be cast into the everlasting fire.

(a) Matthew 18:9 (NKJV) — 9 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and cast it from
you. It is better for you to enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast
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into hell fire.
(3) Romans 13:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and

drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

(4) Samuel hacked Agag to pieces ---- brutal!
f. Completely / fully — [2 Cor. 10:5; Eph. 6:16; Heb 12:1]
g. Quickly — [1 Cor. 6:18; 1 Thess. 5:22; 2 Cor. 6:2; Rom. 13:11,12]
h. Recognize how horrible sin is to a "holy, holy, holy" God. - (Hab. 1:13; 1 Pet. 1:15,16)
i. Be led by the Spirit - (Rom. 8:12-14; [vss. 1-8]; Gal 5:16).
j. Draw closer to the Lord - (Rom 13:14; Col. 3:10-12; Tit. 2:14; 3:14).
k. Do whatever it takes to avoid sin - (Rom. 13:14; Matt. 5:27-30; 1 Pet. 2:11; 1 Cor. 10:13) 

V. Conclusion:
A. This battle between us and sin will never end, but the key is that we actively engage in combat, not

denying our sins but confessing them (1 John 1:8-9). 
B. But if you do not commit yourself to merciless combat against sin, some day, like Saul, it will come

back to haunt and destroy you. 
C. Those not in Christ must hear the truth, believe Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, confess Him,

repent, & be baptized into Him. 
D. The proper way for God’s people to deal with their sins and receive forgiveness is to confess these

sins, repent, and pray to God for forgiveness (1 John 1:8-9; Acts 8:22).
1. 1 John 1:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is

not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

2. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you.
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