
CAN THE BLIND LEAD THE BLIND? Luke 6:39  (NKJV) — 39 And He spoke a parable to them:
“Can the blind lead the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch?

Introduction:
A. The greatest of issues in the religious world today is that of BLIND LEADERS.

1. The destruction of their souls is seen in James 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 My brethren, let not many of
you become teachers, knowing that we shall receive a stricter judgment.
a. Emphasis here on the “be NOT MANY.....(KJV)” and “let not many...”

2. But the greatest of tragedies is in those who are been lead about as blind sheep - the biggest of 
issues is in “PRIDE”.
a. This is the stumbling block for so many souls being lost in eternal damnation.
b. This PRIDE must be swallowed - and the one who has been led astray must be willing to

admit that the Blind has been led about by BLIND LEADERS.
B. The Bible says Luke 6:39-41 - that this is a parable, therefore we should look for a spiritual

application.
1. Luke 6:39–45 (NKJV) — 39 And He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead the blind?

Will they not both fall into the ditch? 40 A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who
is perfectly trained will be like his teacher. 41 And why do you look at the speck in your
brother’s eye, but do not perceive the plank in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your
brother, ‘Brother, let me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the
plank that is in your own eye? Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your own eye, and then
you will see clearly to remove the speck that is in your brother’s eye. 43 “For a good tree does
not bear bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. 44 For every tree is known by its own fruit.
For men do not gather figs from thorns, nor do they gather grapes from a bramble bush. 45 A
good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil
treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

C. Matthew tells us that this was occasioned by the disciples telling Jesus that the Pharisees were
offended at his teaching (Matt. 15:12-14).
1. Matthew 15:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that

the Pharisees were offended when they heard this saying?” 13 But He answered and said, “Every
plant which My heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone. They are
blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both will fall into a ditch.”

II. DISCUSSION: THE APPLICATION TO THAT GENERATION.
A. Attention in Christ’s teaching is often called to the blindness of Israel and especially of its leaders

(Matt. 23:16,17,19,24,26; Rom. 11:7-10,25; 2 Cor. 3:13-15).
1. Matthew 23:16 (NKJV) — 16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears by the

temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to perform it.’
a. Matthew 23:17 (NKJV) — 17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple

that sanctifies the gold?
2. Matthew 23:19 (NKJV) — 19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that

sanctifies the gift?
3. Matthew 23:24 (NKJV) — 24 Blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!
4. Matthew 23:26 (NKJV) — 26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that

the outside of them may be clean also.
5. Paul writes - Romans 11:7–10 (NKJV) — 7 What then? Israel has not obtained what it seeks;

but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded. 8 Just as it is written: “God has given
them a spirit of stupor, Eyes that they should not see And ears that they should not hear, To this
very day.” 9 And David says: “Let their table become a snare and a trap, A stumbling block and
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a recompense to them. 10 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they do not see, And bow down
their back always.”

6. Romans 11:25 (NKJV) — 25 For I do not desire, brethren, that you should be ignorant of this
mystery, lest you should be wise in your own opinion, that blindness in part has happened to
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in.

7. 2 Corinthians 3:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the
children of Israel could not look steadily at the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds
were blinded. For until this day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old
Testament, because the veil is taken away in Christ. 15 But even to this day, when Moses is read,
a veil lies on their heart.

B. Some things to which they were blind:
1. The scriptures (Matthew 22:29 (NKJV) — 29 Jesus answered and said to them, “You are

mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God. --- the Sadducees).
a. Particularly those prophecies of Christ (John 5:39 (NKJV) — 39 You search the Scriptures,

for in them you think you have eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me.).
b. Had plagued them for centuries (Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 My people are destroyed for lack

of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest
for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.).

2. The signs of the times (Matthew 16:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came,
and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. 2 He answered and said to
them, “When it is evening you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red’; 3 and in the
morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Hypocrites! You
know how to discern the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of the times.).
a. Particularly this referred to the miracles performed among them (Matt. 11:20-24).

(1) Matthew 11:20–24 (NKJV) — 20 Then He began to rebuke the cities in which most of
His mighty works had been done, because they did not repent: 21 “Woe to you,
Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works which were done in you had
been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.
22 But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment
than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down
to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it
would have remained until this day. 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for
the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.”

3. Their improper emphasis upon the less important matters (Matt. 23:16-24).
a. Matthew 23:16–24 (NKJV) — 16 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘Whoever swears

by the temple, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gold of the temple, he is obliged to
perform it.’ 17 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gold or the temple that sanctifies
the gold? 18 And, ‘Whoever swears by the altar, it is nothing; but whoever swears by the gift
that is on it, he is obliged to perform it.’ 19 Fools and blind! For which is greater, the gift or
the altar that sanctifies the gift? 20 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by
all things on it. 21 He who swears by the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it.
22 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the throne of God and by Him who sits on it.
23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith.
These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. 24 Blind guides, who
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!

4. Their own true spiritual condition (Luke 18:9-12; Matt. 23:25-28).
a. Luke 18:9–12 (NKJV) — 9 Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves
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that they were righteous, and despised others: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray,
one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with
himself, ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or
even as this tax collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I possess.’

b. Matthew 23:25–28 (NKJV) — 25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of extortion and
self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that the
outside of them may be clean also. 27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full
of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness. 28 Even so you also outwardly appear righteous
to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

C. In Israel's history, every time their leaders became blind to God's will and their true spiritual
condition, the whole nation would “fall into the ditch” of God's punishment.
1. Throughout the history of the church - “Apostasy always came from the leadership - Elders and

Preachers”
2. We are living in a time now where the “New Normal” is being promoted and the innovations and

decisions of workers in “God’s vineyard” have introduced a different seed.
3. We need to be reminded and we need to always keep “WATCH OUT” for the dangers that are

ever before us.
D. The generation of the time of Christ, following their blind guides, would also “fall into the ditch”

and would end in the destruction of Jerusalem.
1. In the words of Stephen - Acts 7:51–53 (NKJV) — 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in

heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the
prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the
Just One, of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received
the law by the direction of angels and have not kept it.”

2. Leaders can go astray and if we don’t examine the scriptures and test them by the Word of God,
but simply follow along - what excuse will be have that will be acceptable to God - for having
falling into the ditch with them?

III. THE APPLICATION TO OUR GENERATION. ---- especially under the current circumstances.
A. Particular attention toward the leaders of God's people today...the elders and men of the church.

1. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood. ----  attention to self and all the flock.

2. Heb. 13:7,17  encompasses leaders of the past and present.
a. Hebrews 13:7 (NKJV) — 7 Remember those who rule over you, who have spoken the word

of God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of their conduct.
b. Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) — 17 Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they

watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and not
with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you.

3. 1 Peter 5:3 (NKJV) — 3 nor as being lords over those entrusted to you, but being examples to
the flock; ----- “ensamples” to the flock.(KJV)''

B. Blindness today in the same four areas:
1. The scriptures (1 Timothy 3:2 (NKJV) — 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of

one wife, temperate, sober-minded, of good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;) ``apt to teach''
(Titus 1:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught, that he may be
able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort and convict those who contradict. 10 For there are many
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insubordinate, both idle talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 11 whose
mouths must be stopped, who subvert whole households, teaching things which they ought not,
for the sake of dishonest gain.) ``holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught.''
a. “Study to show thyself approved unto God” - (2 Tim. 2:15) surely applies to elders as well.

(1) 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

b. Yet, ignorance of the scriptures among elders is appalling!
(1) How many cannot give the steps of salvation with corresponding scriptural references?
(2) If it comes to refuting false doctrines, forget it or standing for the truth in every matter!

2. The signs of the times (indicators of troubles and problems which plague the church today).
a. During the early 80s’ and 90's the Crossroads doctrines and practices...how many

congregations have been lost before the elders recognized that anything was wrong? 
(1)  (Ex. of one congregation: using speakers known for appearing on Crossroads programs,

the bulletin from Crossroads being sent to many in the congregation, 
(2) The NIV being pushed as ``the Bible to use,'' 
(3) ``Discipling, the Multiplying Ministry'' used in Bible classes...YET, an elder said, ``I

don't know much about Crossroadism; I would recognize it if it came into the
congregation; I have read the book (Discipling, the Multiplying Ministry) and I don't see
any Crossroads in it.''

b. The same is happening today with the rise of the AD 70 doctrine from “Carl Ketcherside)
(1) Many have no clue as to what this is or how they work or the destruction that it has

wrought upon the church.
c. The many new innovations in the church due to the COVID 19 - they very same destructive

heresies as this above mentioned examples.
(1) Why you may ask - because we have become LAZY CHRISTIANS - not searching the

scriptures and testing and trying the spirits.
d. The many problems associated with “youth ministries” (do elders know the dangers and what

to look for?).
(1) It is not uncommon for sound faithful brethren to move to areas where there is no sound

congregation - to worship with liberal groups and see all these things - but not stand for
the truth of God’s Word.

(2) Many a time, I have asked faithful Christians if there is a congregation of the Lord’s body
in certain areas and been told yes - only to find out that they are liberal and as far away
from the truth in their practices as any Denomination.
(a) Mention the experience in Missoula Montana.

e. False teachers use “good words and fair speeches” (Romans 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 For those
who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly, and by smooth words
and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.) and ``with feigned words make
merchandise'' of God's people (2 Peter 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 By covetousness they will exploit
you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber.) while elders do not know what to LOOK FOR or LISTEN
FOR.

3. Their improper emphasis upon the trivial over the more important matters.
a. Where is the emphasis in our business meetings?
b. Is there greater concern over those who are lost or over the “entertainment” of

members...especially the young? 
(1) Thousands of dollars for ``Family Life Centers'' and ``Youth Ministers'' who are really

supervisors of the church's playgrounds and equipment programs.
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c. Yet, how much effort is put forth to “restore the erring” or reaching the lost in our
communities?
(1) If you draw them with donuts, pizza, fun and games what do you have?
(2) Salvation Army, says it does not preach to the hungry, only have scriptures on their

plates?   A full belly, and my physical needs satisfied?
(a) How many have ever noted the patterns on the fine china when their bellies are full

and the meal over?
(b) Do you think that any notice a Scripture, apply the scripture and search for the whole

truth?
4. Their own spiritual condition (as noted above the Elder is to...). “Take heed to thyself'' (Acts

20:28) and be “ensamples (KJV) examples (NKJV) to the flock” (1 Peter 5:3).
a. Lying?  To local preacher?  Those trying to raise funds?
b. Sinful activities in business world?
c. Those who don't work or support in the various congregation's programs of reaching the lost?

(1) Mention Stevens Dad here (Mike) - 40 some years as preacher and 20 somes years as
preacher and one of the Elders - never baptized a lost soul?

d. Those who are immoral? ---- Look at what has happened to the Son of Jerry Falwell, jr
scandal that has rocked Liberty University that his father established.
(1) Think about the Jim and Tammy Faye Baker, Jimmy Swaggert ect.

e. Those who Drink? Curse?
C. If leaders are of such caliber, then they and those who follow will BOTH “fall into the ditch.”

1. It is easy to look at the various cult leaders and ask how could the people be so foolish - but this
is happening even amongst our own.

2. David Koresh, Jim Jones, Heavens Gate Cult, Joseph Smith, Ellen G White ect.

IV. In Conclusion - RESTORING SIGHT AND PREVENTING BLINDNESS.
A. Bold, straight, forthright preaching of “the whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27) is needed to open

blind eyes.
1. Acts 20:27 (NKJV) — 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.

B. Stop appointing leaders who are unqualified to begin with.
C. Put as much emphasis upon preparing men to be elders as we do to be preachers.

1. Yet sadly today, we may be looking for men who are simply eloquent speakers, who look like
“Superman” ie Christopher Reeve’s and fit our worldly qualifications and standards.

2. My father-in-law (David J. Riggs) was told by Bob Owen in his public speaking class that he
would never make a preacher.
a. He went on to excel in Upper Division Bible Studies, was Mr Florida College but most of

all in his life and in his work at least 15 men I know of were led to preach the gospel.
b. No he was not an eloquent speaker or a “Superman Look alike” but he knew the scriptures

and let the power of the word do the speaking.
D. I call and appeal that we insist upon leaders LEADING in knowledge, works, and moral uprightness.

1. Removing those who don't adhere to scriptural guidelines.
2. And demand for the Old Paths not the “New Normal” - Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) — 16 Thus says

the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And
walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls.
a. Or else we will be just like them.... But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

E. The Blind leadership in the life of Christ, led them to “Put the SON OF GOD” upon a cruel CROSS.
1. Our eyes need to be OPEN and OUR HEARTS restored.
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