
WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU, THAT YE SHOULD NOT OBEY THE TRUTH? - Galatians
3:1

Intro:
A. This letter was written by the inspired apostle Paul to the congregations of the Lord's church which

were in Galatia (Gal. 1:1-2).
1. Paul marveled that the Galatians had departed to a different gospel - which he said was

“perverted”.
a. Galatians 1:2-12 (NKJV)  - 2 and all the brethren who are with me, To the churches of Galatia: 

3 Grace to you and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ,  4 who gave Himself
for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God
and Father,  5 to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.  6 I marvel that you are turning away
so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 

b. 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of
Christ.  8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we
have preached to you, let him be accursed.  9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if
anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.  

c. 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men,
I would not be a bondservant of Christ.  11 But I make known to you, brethren, that the gospel
which was preached by me is not according to man.  12 For I neither received it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. 

B. Background of the Galatian letter.
1. Paul's first visit with the Galatians was due to some physical ailment that he had - Galatians

4:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the gospel to you
at the first. 14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject, but you received
me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15 What then was the blessing you enjoyed? For I
bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and given them to
me.

a. During this visit Paul established a great relationship with these people (Gal. 4:14-15).
b. The Galatians readily received Paul's teachings (Gal. 4:14).

2. After Paul's departure, certain Judaizing teachers entered in among the Galatians teaching false
doctrine.

a. They taught the Galatians that to be a true child of God, it was necessary to conform to the law
of Moses.

b. These false teachers attempted to destroy Paul's influence in order to persuade the Galatians to
accept their teachings.

(1) They denied Paul's apostleship, thus denying the authority of his teachings.
(2) They claimed that Paul was only an unfaithful messenger of the apostles.

c. The Galatians accepted those false teachings.
C. Paul's purpose for writing this letter was to defend his apostleship, to defend the truth against the

false doctrine, and to restore the Galatian Christians to faithful service in God's kingdom.

II. DISCUSSION: - AN ANALYSIS OF OUR TEXT - Galatians 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 O foolish Galatians!
Who has bewitched you that you should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly
portrayed among you as crucified?
A.  Paul was shocked – WHY? - Gal. 1:6 (Brethren had been bewitched / fooled by a perverted gospel

- Gal 3:1; Galatians 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt
to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

1. ``O foolish Galatians.''
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a. The Greek word for ̀ `foolish'', anoetos, ̀ `signifies senseless, an unworthy lack of understanding.''
(Vine's Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words)

b. The Galatians were not lacking in intelligence.
c. They had failed to use their senses when confronted with these false teachings.

B. ``Who hath bewitched you.''
1. The Greek word for ``bewitch'', baskaino, means ``to bring evil on a person by feigned praise, or

mislead by an evil eye, and so to charm, bewitch. (Eng., `fascinate' is connected).'' (Vine's)
2. The Galatians were fascinated by these false teachings.
3. They were turned away from their senses, which told them that the gospel was the truth, and they

were led to believe these false teachings.
C. ``That ye should not obey the truth.''
D. The Judaizing teachers - Demanded Gentiles be circumcised, and keep the Law of Moses in order

to be justified – (Gal 2:16; Acts 15:1-5)
1. Galatians 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by

faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in
Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.

2. Acts 15:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren,
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 Therefore,
when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that Paul
and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders,
about this question. 3 So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through Phoenicia and
Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; and they caused great joy to all the brethren.
4 And when they had come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the apostles and
the elders; and they reported all things that God had done with them. 5 But some of the sect of the
Pharisees who believed rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them, and to command them
to keep the law of Moses.”

E. There is but ONE gospel that saves – (Gal 1:7; 3:1; John 17:17; Eph 4:4-6; Jude 1:3; 2 John
1:9,10; 2 Cor. 11:4)

1. Galatians 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want
to pervert the gospel of Christ.

2. Galatians 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not obey
the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

3. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
4. Ephesians 4:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one

hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.

5. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which
was once for all delivered to the saints.

6. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

a. 2 John 10 (NKJV) — 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive
him into your house nor greet him;

7. 2 Corinthians 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not
preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel
which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

F. These false brethren were accursed from Christ and troubling the church - (Gal 1:8,9; 5:1-4; 2 Pet
2).
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1. Galatians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to
you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

a. Galatians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any
other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

b. Galatians 5:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us
free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if
you become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who
becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged
from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

c. 2 Peter 2 (NKJV) — 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will
be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they
will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber. 4 For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them
down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment; 5 and did
not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, one of eight people, a preacher of righteousness,
bringing in the flood on the world of the ungodly; 6 and turning the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah into ashes, condemned them to destruction, making them an example to those who
afterward would live ungodly; 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy
conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his righteous
soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—9 then the Lord knows how to
deliver the godly out of temptations and to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of
judgment, 10 and especially those who walk according to the flesh in the lust of uncleanness and
despise authority. They are presumptuous, self-willed. They are not afraid to speak evil of
dignitaries, 11 whereas angels, who are greater in power and might, do not bring a reviling
accusation against them before the Lord. 12 But these, like natural brute beasts made to be
caught and destroyed, speak evil of the things they do not understand, and will utterly perish in
their own corruption, 13 and will receive the wages of unrighteousness, as those who count it
pleasure to carouse in the daytime. They are spots and blemishes, carousing in their own
deceptions while they feast with you, 14 having eyes full of adultery and that cannot cease from
sin, enticing unstable souls. They have a heart trained in covetous practices, and are accursed
children. 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way of Balaam the
son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness; 16 but he was rebuked for his iniquity:
a dumb donkey speaking with a man’s voice restrained the madness of the prophet. 17 These are
wells without water, clouds carried by a tempest, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness
forever. 18 For when they speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts
of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error.
19 While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a
person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage. 20 For if, after they have escaped
the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21
For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them
according to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed,
to her wallowing in the mire.”

2. The teachings which the Galatians were led to believe were not the gospel, but a perversion of the
gospel (Gal. 1:6-7).
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3. They could not follow those false teachers and still be in obedience to the gospel.
4. Paul warned the Galatians not to accept any teachings other than the gospel, which they had

already received (Gal. 1:8-9).
G. ``Before whose eyes Jesus Christ hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you.''

1. Paul had preached unto the Galatians concerning Christ and his crucifixion, as he had preached
unto others - 1 Corinthians 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 For I determined not to know anything among you
except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.

2. Paul proclaimed this message so clearly that in their minds, the Galatians could see Jesus as he was
being crucified.

3. They let Christ and his crucifixion slip from their minds, and then false doctrine filled their minds.

III. O FOOLISH GENERATIONS OF OUR DAY, WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU, THAT YE
SHOULD NOT OBEY THE TRUTH?
A. Sadly, there are still false teachers who pervert the gospel of Christ, 

1. Destroying its simplicity – 2 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV) — 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the
serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that
is in Christ.

2. Denying its power – 2 Timothy 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 having a form of godliness but denying its
power. And from such people turn away!

3. Using a perverted gospel as a means of gain – (1 Tim 6:5; 2 Pet 2:3; Rom 16:17,18)
a. 1 Timothy 6:5 (NKJV) — 5 useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the

truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.
b. 2 Peter 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long

time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.
c. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) — 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and

offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
(1) Romans 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but

their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
4. Disguising themselves under the cloak of grace – 2 Peter 2:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For when they

speak great swelling words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through
lewdness, the ones who have actually escaped from those who live in error. 19 While they promise
them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a person is overcome, by him
also he is brought into bondage.

5. We must be ready, and willing to stand up to for the truth - (Gal 2:14; Jude 3)
a. Galatians 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth

of the gospel, I said to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles
and not as the Jews, why do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews?

b. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

B. We all surely recognize the great problem that exists today because of false doctrine.
1. There are many different religious groups throughout the world, and all of them have different

doctrines.
2. Even the Lord's church is filled with false teachers.

a. Seeking Unity in the Name of Grace - Gal 1 vrs 6
(1) The true gospel demands unity -  NOT unity in diversity of doctrine – but unity based on the

truth - (John 17:17-22; 1 Cor. 1:10; Eph 4:1-6; Phili 1:27)
(a) John 17:17–22 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You
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sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify
Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth. 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but
also for those who will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as
You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent Me. 22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they
may be one just as We are one:

(b) 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but
that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

(c) Ephesians 4:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope
of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all.

(d) Philippians 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so
that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,

(2) Not United in denominational error – (1 Cor. 1:11-13; Jn 8:32)
(a) 1 Corinthians 1:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my

brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now I say
this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I
am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the
name of Paul?

(b) John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
(3) Not United in undenominational error – 2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come

when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

(4) Not United in unscriptural practices – Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do
in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through
Him.

3. Multitudes of people are following these false teachers.
a. Shift in preaching and teaching from substance, and doctrine to shallow, superficial topics.
b. Refusal to talk about certain topics, (institutionalism, denominationalism, IM, MDR, modesty,

social drinking, etc.)
c. Changing the sign . . .
d. Promoting unity in the name of grace while dismissing doctrine.
e. Something doesn’t seem right, but I just can’t put my finger on it!

C. Why are so many people turned away from the truth unto false teachings?
1. Seeks Confusion Over Clarity - Gal 1 vrs 7

a. Pervert - µetast??f?, metastrepho - "to transform into something of an opposite character"—
Vine's Exp. Dict.

b. Must question & change the meaning of words – (for; everlasting; became flesh)
c. Must stretch and distort the context of Scripture – 2 Peter 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 as also in all his

epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which
untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also the rest of the
Scriptures.
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d. There are difficult passages, but the truth always fits w/ truth.
2. Many put their trust in parents, relatives, friends, preachers, etc.

a. Paul praised the Bereans because they searched the scriptures to confirm the things that they
were being taught - Acts 17:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 Then the brethren immediately sent Paul and
Silas away by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11
These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

b. We must not put our trust in man, who is fallible (1 John 4:1; 1 Thess. 5:21).
(1) 1 John 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they

are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
(2) 1 Thessalonians 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 Test all things; hold fast what is good.

3. Seeks the Favor of Men, Rather than the favor of God - Gal 1: vrs 10
a. You can get more people that way! – 2 Timothy 4:3 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come when

they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;

b. Stressing emotion rather than truth – attempting to stimulate themselves through vain worship
and externals - (Prov. 14:12; Jer. 10:23; Mat. 15:7-9)

(1) Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way
of death.

(2) Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps.

(3) Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart
is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men.’ ”

c. A positive-emotional-feel good type of preaching – (Jer 23:14,17;  1 Cor. 2:1-5; 2 Tim 4:3,4)
(1) Jeremiah 23:14 (NKJV) — 14 Also I have seen a horrible thing in the prophets of Jerusalem:

They commit adultery and walk in lies; They also strengthen the hands of evildoers, So that
no one turns back from his wickedness. All of them are like Sodom to Me, And her inhabitants
like Gomorrah.

(2) Jeremiah 23:17 (NKJV) — 17 They continually say to those who despise Me, ‘The LORD
has said, “You shall have peace” ’; And to everyone who walks according to the dictates of his
own heart, they say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ”

(3) 1 Corinthians 2:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 And I, brethren, when I came to you, did not come with
excellence of speech or of wisdom declaring to you the testimony of God. 2 For I determined
not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. 4 And my speech and my preaching were not with
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 that
your faith should not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.

(4) 2 Timothy 4:3 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine,
but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers;

(a) 2 Timothy 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned
aside to fables.

D. Many lack a knowledge of God's word.
1. We have an obligation to ourselves to study God's word.

a. We are to assure ourselves of our faith in God - 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Examine
yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that
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Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.
b. The only way to prove our faith is by studying God's word - 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be

diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.

2. We also have an obligation to teach others (1 Peter 3:15; Matt. 16:15).
a. 1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and
fear;

(1) Matthew 16:15 (NKJV) — 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
b. This obligation is not ended once a person is baptized - Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go

therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

c. How can we teach God's word, if we haven't learned it ourselves?
3. Many who have known the gospel, have let it slip from their minds, because it wasn't as attractive

to them as some other doctrine.
E. There is only one gospel, and all other teaching is a perversion of the gospel, and therefore must be

rejected.

IV. IN CONCLUSION:
A. The gospel has been given unto us by God.
B. Would Paul be shocked today if he walked in MOST church buildings today? – WHY? - Gal. 1:6

1. There are still Judaizing teachers – but there are even more perverting the Gospel by ignoring or
loosening its demands! -

2. There is STILL ONLY ONE gospel that saves – (Gal 1:7; 3:1; John 17:17; Eph 4:4-6; Jude 1:3;
2 John 1:9,10; 2 Cor. 11:4)

a. Galatians 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want
to pervert the gospel of Christ.

b. Galatians 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that you should not
obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as crucified?

c. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
d. Ephesians 4:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one

hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.

e. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

f. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does
not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

(1) 2 John 10 (NKJV) — 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not
receive him into your house nor greet him;

g. 2 Corinthians 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have
not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different
gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

3. People are still accursed from Christ and troubling the church - (Gal 1:8,9; 5:1-4; 2 Pet 2).
C. We all will one day stand before God to be judged by the scriptures (John 12:48-50).

1. John 12:48–50 (NKJV) — 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which
judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 49 For I have not spoken
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on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I should say and
what I should speak. 50 And I know that His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I
speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I speak.”

D. If we lose our soul, it will be because we have allowed ourselves to be bewitched by false teachings.
1. Philippians 1:27 (NKJV)  - 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, 

E. In Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ
1. Facts To Believe – 1 Corinthians 15:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the

gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also
you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3
For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over
five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen
asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen
by me also, as by one born out of due time.

2. Commands To Obey – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:36-38; Rom 6:16-18; 10:16;  2 Thes 1:7-9; Heb.
5:8,9; Jam 2:14-26

a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not
believe will be condemned.

b. Acts 2:36–38 (NKJV) — 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has
made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard this, they
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall
we do?” 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

c. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves
to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin,
yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

d. Romans 10:16 (NKJV) — 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “LORD,
who has believed our report?”

e. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,

f. Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered.

(1) Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal
salvation to all who obey Him,

g. James 2:14–26 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but
does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not
give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19
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You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

3. Promises To Be Enjoyed – Col 1:5, 23; 1 Pet. 1:3-12
a. Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which

you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,
b. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and

are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

c. 1 Peter 1:3–12 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love.
Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 10 Of this salvation the
prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to
you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would
follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the
things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. 

 - Original Idea By Jeff Bates - Re-worked with additional points and scriptures
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