
WHY MUST I BE BAPTIZED IN ORDER TO BE SAVED?  - A Look At What Scriptural
Baptism Accomplishes

Introduction:
A. Acts 8:29-39 - the conversion of the Ethiopian Eunuch is a great starting place for this study.

1. If baptism was non-essential - WHY STOP THE CHARIOT?
2. IF the mode of Baptism is non-essential - then WHY GO DOWN INTO THE WATER?
3. These are questions that we need to answer and examine in the many objections that men have

offered as to why not to be SCRIPTURALLY BAPTIZED.
B. THE FACT can not be denied that BAPTISM IS:

1. A prominent teaching & practice in the New Testament!
2. According to Jesus, an act which precedes salvation – Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who

believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.
3. According to Peter on the day of Pentecost,

a. Unto the remission of sins – Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and
let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

b. A command that must be obeyed –  Acts 10:47–48 (NKJV) — 47 “Can anyone forbid water,
that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?” 48
And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to
stay a few days.

C. WHAT THE BIBLE DOES NOT ADDRESS is what I will refer to as UNSCRIPTURAL
BAPTISMS occurring in the religious world today: IN STEAD IT REFUTES SUCH,
1. Infant baptism – Acts 8:36–37 (NKJV) — 36 Now as they went down the road, they came to

some water. And the eunuch said, “See, here is water. What hinders me from being baptized?”
37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said,
“I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”

2. Sprinkling or pouring water on someone – Acts 8:38–39 (NKJV) — 38 So he commanded the
chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized
him. 39 Now when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away, so
that the eunuch saw him no more; and he went on his way rejoicing.

3. Because one has already been saved – Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is
baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.

4. As an outward sign of an inward grace – Acts 2:38; Col. 2:11-13
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. Colossians 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith
in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your
trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him,
having forgiven you all trespasses,

5. To become a member of a denomination  - Acts 2:38,41,47
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. Acts 2:41 (NKJV) — 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that
day about three thousand souls were added to them.
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c. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

D. In today’s study we will examine - Seven NT Analogies To Describe What Is Accomplished When
a Person Is Scripturally Baptized.
1. Spiritual Cleansed - Acts 22:16
2. Child of God By Faith In Christ – Galatians 3:26,27
3. Made Alive With Christ – Colossians 2:11-13
4. A New Creature In Christ – Romans 6:3-9
5. Freed From The Bondage of Sin – 1 Cor. 10:1-13
6. Born Again – John 3:5
7. Delivered From Destruction – 1 Peter 3:21

II. DISCUSSION: SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - A SPIRITUAL CLEANSING
A. Necessary To Cleanse Saul, (Paul) of his sins – Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you

waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
1. Saul believed Jesus was Lord on the road to Damascus - (Acts 9:6; 22:6-10).

a. Acts 9:6 (NKJV) — 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me
to do?” Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do.”

b. Acts 22:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 “Now it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at
about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me. 7 And I fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ 8 So I answered,
‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are
persecuting.’ 9 “And those who were with me indeed saw the light and were afraid, but they
did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me. 10 So I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ And
the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which
are appointed for you to do.’

2. Jesus told Saul to, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do” (Acts 9:6)
a. Acts 9:6 (NKJV) — 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, "Lord, what do You want me

to do?" Then the Lord said to him, "Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you
must do."

3. He displayed repentance by his three (3) days of fasting and prayer in Damascus  (Acts 9:8-9).
a. Acts 9:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 Then Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened

he saw no one. But they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was
three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

B. But still needed to “arise and be baptized” and wash away his sins – Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And
now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on the name of
the Lord.'
1. In baptism one calls on the “name of the Lord” for the cleansing of one’s sins – (Acts 22:16; 1

Pet 3:21)
a. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the

removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

2. The blood of Jesus is the cleansing agent – NOT the water – Eph. 1:7; Col 1:14; 1 Pet 1:18-22
a. Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness

of sins, according to the riches of His grace
b. Colossians 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the

forgiveness of sins.
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c. 1 Peter 1:18–22 (NKJV) — 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things,
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but
with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He
indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last
times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave
Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in
obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently
with a pure heart,

3. Our hearts are purified by his blood when we by faith are baptized into His death – Rom. 6:3-6
a. Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into

Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

C. Prior to baptism:
1. One needs to be washed why because they are still in their sins -  (Acts 22:16).

a. One is impure & unclean in their sins before God. 
2. BUT - After baptism

a. One is washed - (1 Cor. 6:11; Heb. 10:22).
(1) 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NKJV) — 11 And such were some of you. But you were washed,

but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

(2) Hebrews 10:22 (NKJV) — 22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of
faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with
pure water.

b. One is pure & clean of sin (cf. Isa. 1:18; 1 Pet 1:22).
(1) Isaiah 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 “Come now, and let us reason together,” Says the LORD,

“Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red
like crimson, They shall be as wool.

(2) 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart,

3. What separates these TWO is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM!

III.  SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - ONE’S ENTRANCE INTO CHRIST
A. Access To Every Spiritual Blessing – Rom. 6:3; Gal 3:26,27; Eph. 1:3

1. Romans 6:3 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death?
a. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27

For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
b. Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
2. Enters the body of Christ – 1 Cor. 12:13; Acts 2:38,41,47; Eph. 1:22-23

a. 1 Corinthians 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into
one Spirit.
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b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Acts 2:41 (NKJV) — 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that
day about three thousand souls were added to them.

d. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

e. Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to
be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all
in all.

3. Puts on Christ – (As many as, no more and no less) - Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
a. The phrase “to put on” another person is a common figure of speech in Greek. 

(1) Dionysius Halicarnassus described those “having put on or clothed themselves with
Tarquin” a person.

(2) The Roman Lucian writes of some “having put on Pythogoras”, a philosopher.
b. One becomes a follower and imitates the life and teachings of the one they have put on.

4. All spiritual blessings includes the blessing of salvation IN Christ – Eph 1:3-2:22
a. Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,
b. Ephesians 2:22 (NKJV) — 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling

place of God in the Spirit.
B. NOW NOTE THIS SIMPLE CHART:

1. PRIOR TO BAPTISM
a. Outside Christ - Lost Without Hope - Eph 1:1-13

(1) NO spiritual blessings –
(2) NOT chosen –
(3) NOT children of God –
(4) NOT accepted -
(5) NO redemption –
(6) NO forgiveness –
(7) NO heavenly Inheritance

b. BUT WHEN ONE IS BAPTIZED INTO:
(1)  Rom. 6:3-6
(2) Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ

Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
(3) Acts 2:38,47

(a) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

(b) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the
Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

2. AFTER BAPTISM
a. Inside Christ - Saved / Hope

(1) ALL spiritual blessings 
(2) Chosen –
(3) Adopted child of God –
(4) Accepted –
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(5) Redeemed –
(6) Forgiven –
(7) A Heavenly Inheritance

b. We are reminded here again that from Romans to Revelation - these books were written to
disciples/Christians - tnis is true of Ephesians as well.

IV. SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - BEING MADE ALIVE WITH CHRIST
A.  In Baptism We Are Buried & Raised With Christ – Colossians 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 In Him you

were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins
of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were
raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you,
being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,
1. The circumcision of Christ is without hands – the Divine act of the removal of our sins – Col.

2:11 - 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, by
putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 

2. Buried and raised with Jesus through faith in the working of God (when God works – Josh 6;
2 Kings 5:14; 1 Pet 3:21) – Col. 2:12 
a. Joshua 6 (NKJV) — 1 Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel;

none went out, and none came in. 2 And the LORD said to Joshua: “See! I have given
Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 3 You shall march around the
city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4
And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh
day you shall march around the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5
It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear
the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of
the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man straight before him.” 6
Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the
covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the
LORD.” 7 And he said to the people, “Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who
is armed advance before the ark of the LORD.” 8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD
advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them.
................ 26 Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, “Cursed be the man before the
LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; he shall lay its foundation with his firstborn,
and with his youngest he shall set up its gates.” 27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his
fame spread throughout all the country.

b. 2 Kings 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 So he went down and dipped seven times in the Jordan,
according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh was restored like the flesh of a little
child, and he was clean.

c. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

3. Made alive together with Christ – having our sins forgiven – Colossians 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 And
you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive
together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

B. Prior to baptism
1. One needs to have his sins cut away by God - (Rom 3:23; Acts 2:38). 
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a. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

2. One is dead in sin and outside of a covenant relationship with God.  (Heb 8:12)
a. Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins

and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”
C. After baptism

1. One’s sins are cut away by God – (Acts 2:38; 26:18)
a. Acts 26:18 (NKJV) — 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light,

and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

2. Made alive by God with Christ through the New Covenant - (Eph 2:1-6; Acts 13:38,39; Heb
8:12)
a. Ephesians 2:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and

sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others. 4 But God,
who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 5 even when we
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

b. Acts 13:38 (NKJV) — 38 Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through this Man
is preached to you the forgiveness of sins;\
(1) Acts 13:39 (NKJV) — 39 and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things

from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.
c. Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins

and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”
D. ONCE AGAIN what stands between these to states is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM.

V. SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - STARTING AS A NEW CREATURE
A. Death To Sin, Union With Christ, Raised To Walk In New Life – Romans 6:3–8 (NKJV) — 3 Or

do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have
been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed
from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
1. Christ died a physical death on the cross – in baptism – a believer dies, (is separated from) sin

– Rom 6:3,6,8
2. Jesus was buried in the tomb – we are buried with Jesus when we are baptized  – Rom 6:4; Col.

2:12; 
a. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised

with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.
3. United with Jesus when we are baptized – Rom 6:3,5; Gal 3:27

a. Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.
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B. ONCE AGAIN - Prior to baptism
1. One is alive to sin, dead to God - (Rom. 6:2).
2. Living in the old man, the body of sin -  (Rom. 6:6)
3. Separated from God – (Isaiah 59:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened,

That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

C. After baptism
1. One is dead to sin, alive to God - (Rom. 6:2,11).

a. Romans 6:2 (NKJV) — 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?
b. Romans 6:11 (NKJV) — 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed to sin,

but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
2. Raised to walk in newness of life – to live with Christ - (Rom. 6:4,8; Tit 2:11; 2 Cor. 5:17).

a. Romans 6:4 (NKJV) — 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death,
that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life.

b. Romans 6:8 (NKJV) — 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him,

c. Titus 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
d. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) — 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old

things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
D. AGAIN what stands between these to states is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM

VI. SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - OUR FREEDOM FROM THE BONDAGE
OF SIN

A.   Paul in Comparing Israel’s Salvation From Egypt To Our Salvation writes: – 1 Corinthians 10:1–2
(NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our fathers were under
the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea,
1. Israel was not actually freed from the Egyptians until they “were baptized unto Moses in the

cloud and in the sea” – 1 Cor. 10:1-2; Exo 14:13,26-31
a. Exodus 14:13 (NKJV) — 13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still,

and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever.

b. Exodus 14:26–31 (NKJV) — 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their
horsemen.” 27 And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning
appeared, the sea returned to its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the
LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 Then the waters returned and
covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army of Pharaoh that came into the sea after
them. Not so much as one of them remained. 29 But the children of Israel had walked on dry
land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them on their right hand and on
their left. 30 So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel
saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Thus Israel saw the great work which the LORD
had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant
Moses.

2. When one obeys “that form of doctrine” he is delivered from the bondage of sin – John 8:34;
Rom. 6:3-6,16-23
a. John 8:34 (NKJV) — 34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever

commits sin is a slave of sin.
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b. Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

c. Romans 6:16–23 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves
slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or
of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves
of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human
terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as
slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves of righteousness for holiness. 20 For when you were slaves of sin, you
were free in regard to righteousness. 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which
you are now ashamed? For the end of those things is death. 22 But now having been set free
from sin, and having become slaves of God, you have your fruit to holiness, and the end,
everlasting life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

B. In this comparison - PAUL SHOWS “A TYPE OF....”
1. Egypt = The world
2. Pharaoh = Satan
3. Moses (deliverer) =  Jesus (deliverer)
4. Moses (Law giver) = Jesus (Law giver)
5. Cloud & Sea = Baptism / Salvation
6. Wilderness =  Christian life
7. Canaan = Heaven

C. ONCE AGAIN - Prior to baptism
1. One is a slave to sin – held captive by Satan
2. “Most assuredly, I say unto you, who-ever commits sin is  a slave of sin” (Jn. 8:34;  Rom.

7:23-24; 1 John 3:8).
a. John 8:34 (NKJV) — 34 Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever

commits sin is a slave of sin.
b. Romans 7:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 But I see another law in my members, warring against the

law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.
24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?

c. 1 John 3:8 (NKJV) — 8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works
of the devil.

D. After baptism
1. One is set free from sin (Romans 6:17-18; 3,7).

a. Romans 6:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet
you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

b. Romans 6:3 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?

c. Romans 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.
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2. Delivered from the bondage of Satan into the kingdom of Christ – (Col. 1:13; Acts 26:18; 1
Peter 2:9)
a. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
b. Acts 26:18 (NKJV) — 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light,

and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

c. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
His own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvelous light;

E. AGAIN what stands between these to states is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM

VII. SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - ONE IS BORN AGAIN
A. One Cannot Enter The Kingdom of God Unless He Is Born Again – John 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 Jesus

answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter
a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to
you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
1. When a child is born into the world, he becomes part of the family and has certain rights as a

member of that family. i.e. inheritance.
2. In the same way, baptism marks the time at which one is born into the family of God and

receives the benefits of being a child of God.
B. John 3:5 - born of water  - and the Spirit

1. Titus 3:5 - washing of regeneration  - and renewing of the Holy Spirit
2. Eph. 5:26 - washing of water  - by the word, 
3. Heb 10:22 - Bodies washed  - Hearts sprinkled
4. 1 Pet. 2:22,23 - Purified your souls by obeying the truth  - Born again . . . Of the word of God,

C.  Prior to baptism
1. One is outside the family of God - (Ephesians 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 that at that time you were

without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.).

2. One is outside the kingdom of God - (John 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly,
I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.).

D. After baptism
1. One is a part of  the family of God -  (Eph. 2:13,19).

a. Ephesians 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ.

b. Ephesians 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners,
but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God,

2. One is in the kingdom  of God - (John 3:5; Col. 1:13).
a. John 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of

water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.
b. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,
E. AGAIN what stands between these to states is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM

VIII. SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES - OUR DELIVERANCE FROM
DESTRUCTION
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A.  Corresponding To Noah’s Salvation – Baptism Now Saves You – 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There
is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
1. Noah was physically delivered from God’s judgment upon a wicked world through the flood in

the ark – Gen 6,7; Heb. 11:7
a. Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) — 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen,

moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his household, by which he
condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

2. We are spiritually delivered from God’s judgment upon a sinful world through the resurrection
of Christ in baptism – Mark 16:16; 2 Thess 1:6-9
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. 2 Thessalonians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to repay with

tribulation those who trouble you, 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

B. Prior to baptism
1. One is in a dark world of sin & wickedness - (Col. 1:13).
2. Lost and without hope – (Eph 2:11-12)

C. After baptism
1. One is “translated” into the kingdom of light, i.e. of Christ (Col. 1:13-14).

a. Colossians 1:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and
conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

2. Brought near by the blood of Jesus (Eph 2:13)
a. Ephesians 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been

brought near by the blood of Christ.
3. Saved from destruction – (1 Pet 3:21; Mark 16:16)

a. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

b. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

D. AGAIN what stands between these to states is SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM
IX. In Conclusion:

A. Have you been Spiritual Cleansed? Acts 22:16
1. Are You A Child of God By Faith In Christ?– Gal. 3:26-27
2. Have You Been Made Alive With Christ? – Col. 2:11-13
3. Are You A New Creature In Christ? – Rom 6:3-9
4. Have You Been Freed From The Bondage of Sin? – 1 Cor. 10:1-13
5. Have You Been Born Again? – Jn 3:5
6. Have You Been Delivered From Destruction? – 1 Pet 3:21

B. IF SCRIPTURAL BAPTISM ACCOMPLISHES ALL OF THIS.... and it does
1. WHAT IS YOUR CONDITION WITHOUT IT?
2. What Scripture teaches that all these things are accomplished without Scriptural Baptism?

C. Will you OBEY the VOICE of the LORD - and not just “PROFESS” Him as LORD!
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