
AM I THEREFORE BECOME YOUR ENEMY BECAUSE I TELL YOU THE TRUTH? -
Galatians 4:16

Introduction:
A. The question that is set before us today - comes from Galatians 4:16 - the context begins in vrs 8:

1. Galatians 4:8–20 (NKJV) — 8 But then, indeed, when you did not know God, you served those
which by nature are not gods. 9 But now after you have known God, or rather are known by God,
how is it that you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements, to which you desire again to be
in bondage? 10 You observe days and months and seasons and years. 11 I am afraid for you, lest
I have labored for you in vain. 12 Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you.
You have not injured me at all. 13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the
gospel to you at the first. 14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or reject,
but you received me as an angel of God, even as Christ Jesus. 15 What then was the blessing you
enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have plucked out your own eyes and
given them to me. 16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the truth? 17
They zealously court you, but for no good; yes, they want to exclude you, that you may be
zealous for them. 18 But it is good to be zealous in a good thing always, and not only when I am
present with you. 19 My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in
you, 20 I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have doubts about
you.

B. Historical background.
1. Heretical Teachers had enveloped the congregations in Galatia.
2. False teaching, strange doctrines, and tweeking of the Scriptures had led to several questions and

strong reprove from the Apostle Paul.
C. Holding to the Truth.

1. Always comes with a cost - whether it from those in the world or from those within our number.
2. We have established in our lessons - What is Truth? And What it means to Buy the Truth and

Sell it not.---- truth matters and the manner in which it is received and delivered is important.
D. What might having NO enemies indicate? - Luke 6:26 (NKJV) — 26 Woe to you when all men

speak well of you, For so did their fathers to the false prophets.
E. What might having enemies indicate?

1. That I have done something wrong – 1 Peter 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 But let none of you suffer as
a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters.

2. That I have done what is right - 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Yes, and all who desire to live
godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.

3. That I have spoken the truth - Gal. 4:16; 1 Kings 18:17-18; 21:20; 22:8; 
a. Galatians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Have I therefore become your enemy because I tell you the

truth?
b. 1 Kings 18:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said

to him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel,
but you and your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the
LORD and have followed the Baals.

c. 1 Kings 21:20 (NKJV) — 20 So Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, O my enemy?”
And he answered, “I have found you, because you have sold yourself to do evil in the sight
of the LORD:

d. 1 Kings 22:8 (NKJV) — 8 So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is still one man,
Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we may inquire of the LORD; but I hate him, because
he does not prophesy good concerning me, but evil.” And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king
say such things!”
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F. Some Reasons One May Have An Enemy:
1. Enemies made that are NOT our fault –
2. Enemies made from our wrongdoing –
3. What are we to do about our enemies?

II. DISCUSSION: TELLING THE TRUTH REQUIRES:
A. The responsibility of a true friend.

1. A sincere friend will tell you the truth.  (Paul and Peter, Gal. 2).
a. Galatians 2:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him

to his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for before certain men came from James, he
would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing
those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the Jews also played the hypocrite
with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw
that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before them
all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why do you
compel Gentiles to live as Jews?

2. He will take a very genuine interest in your welfare and seek to promote it (1 Sam. 18:1).
a. 1 Samuel 18:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now when he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul of

Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
3. He will recognize that liberty is realized in telling the truth (John 8:32; John 15:42).

a. John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
b. John 15:27 (NKJV) — 27 And you also will bear witness, because you have been with Me

from the beginning.
B. The character of a true friend.

1. He will be a person of clear, sound, discriminating judgment, and a decided preference in all
things (John 7:24).
a. John 7:24 (NKJV) — 24 Do not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous

judgment.”
2. He will be self observant and severe towards his own errors (Matt. 7:1-5; 2 Cor. 13:5).

a. Matthew 7:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 “Judge not, that you be not judged. 2 For with what judgment
you judge, you will be judged; and with the measure you use, it will be measured back to
you. 3 And why do you look at the speck in your brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank
in your own eye? 4 Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me remove the speck from your
eye’; and look, a plank is in your own eye? 5 Hypocrite! First remove the plank from your
own eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye.

b. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

3. His prayers will be that you be delivered from the evils which he perceives in you (Luke
22:31-32).
a. Luke 22:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked

for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should
not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”

4. Your communications with your true friend will be disciplined  (Jesus and Peter, John 21:15-18;
Eph. 4:15).
a. John 21:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,

“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second
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time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that
I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son
of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do
you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger,
you girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out
your hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.”

b. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—

III. WHY DO WE REGARD A FRIEND AS AN ENEMY BECAUSE HE TELLS US THE TRUTH?
A. It is because of the truth's nature.

1. Truth must say many things that are displeasing (John 8:44).
a. John 8:44 (NKJV) — 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you

want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is
a liar and the father of it.

2. Truth shows no respect of persons (Rom. 2:8-11).
a. Romans 2:8–11 (NKJV) — 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth,

but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul
of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace
to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 11 For there is
no partiality with God.

3. It sometimes must hurt in order to heal (Heb. 4:12).
a. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

B. It is because of the nature of humans.
1. Human nature lacks earnest desire to be in all things set right (Rom. 3:10-11; 5:12).

a. Romans 3:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 As it is written: “There is none righteous, no, not one; 11
There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God.

b. Romans 5:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and
death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

2. It is filled with pride and envy (1 Tim. 3:6; Mark 15:10).
a. 1 Timothy 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall into the

same condemnation as the devil.
b. Mark 15:10 (NKJV) — 10 For he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because

of envy.
3. Human beings many times have unfavorable opinions or surmise as to the motives of the teller

of truth (1 Tim. 6:3-4; 1 Thess. 2:4).
a. 1 Timothy 6:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to

wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which
accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and
arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions,

b. 1 Thessalonians 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 But as we have been approved by God to be entrusted
with the gospel, even so we speak, not as pleasing men, but God who tests our hearts.

4. Human nature does not always recognize the truth (John 1:4; 14:6).
a. John 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.
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b. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

IV. HOW SHOULD REPROOF BE ADMINISTERED?
A. Knowledge is required (2 Tim. 2:15; Col. 4:6).

1. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

2. Colossians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you
may know how you ought to answer each one.

B. The instructor should present the truth to show that its authority lies within the truth itself and not
in the instructor (John 8:26).
1. John 8:26 (NKJV) — 26 I have many things to say and to judge concerning you, but He who

sent Me is true; and I speak to the world those things which I heard from Him.”
C. There is a proper time and place for truth to be exercised (Eccl. 3:1; Prov. 6:20).

1. Ecclesiastes 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 To everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under
heaven:

2. Proverbs 6:20 (NKJV) — 20 My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law
of your mother.

D. There is a proper manner in which truth is to be spoken (Eph. 4:15).
1. Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into

Him who is the head—Christ—
2. Love - does not mean to not offend anyone - Christ’s love is unquestioned but He was Offensive

for the truth’s He spoke.
3. Love is not love if we soften the truth by not speaking the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

V. HOW SHOULD REPROOF BE RECEIVED?
A. By cultivating a disposition of mind which earnestly desires the truth in whatever manner it may

come to him (Cornelius, Acts 10:33).
1. Acts 10:33 (NKJV) — 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come. Now

therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”
B. Sometimes one is silent when he should have spoken the truth; afterwards finds that he is the object

of rebuke (Prov. 27:5).
1. Proverbs 27:5 (NKJV) — 5 Open rebuke is better Than love carefully concealed.

C. By being receptive to the proper kind of rebuke, one will be able to give and receive it properly
(Prov. 15:5,12; 17:10).
1. Proverbs 15:5 (NKJV) — 5 A fool despises his father’s instruction, But he who receives

correction is prudent.
2. Proverbs 15:12 (NKJV) — 12 A scoffer does not love one who corrects him, Nor will he go to

the wise.
3. Proverbs 17:1 (NKJV) — 1 Better is a dry morsel with quietness, Than a house full of feasting

with strife.

VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. What telling the truth requires.

1. If I have enemies – I need to make sure that they are not enemies because of any wrong I have
done!! – Mat 5:23,24
a. Matthew 5:23 (NKJV) — 23 Therefore if you bring your gift to the altar, and there

remember that your brother has something against you,
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b. Matthew 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 leave your gift there before the altar, and go your way. First
be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

2. I may not be able to prevent having enemies – but I can control my attitude towards them! – 1
Peter 2:21-23; Mat 5:44
a. 1 Peter 2:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for

us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22 “Who committed no sin, Nor
was deceit found in His mouth”; 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously;

b. Matthew 5:44 (NKJV) — 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you,
do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,

B. Why do we regard a friend as an enemy because he tells us the truth.
C. We have noted - How reproof should be administered?

1. Also - How should reproof be received?
D. Let us always tell the truth even though it causes our friends to become our enemies.

1. Better to be a Friend of Christ - than a friend of the world.
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