
Building Again Things Which Are Destroyed - Gal 2:11-21
Intro:

A. Why Did The Holy Spirit Have Paul Record This Story? - Galatians 2:11–21 (NKJV) — 11 Now
when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because he was to be blamed; 12 for
before certain men came from James, he would eat with the Gentiles; but when they came, he
withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision. 13 And the rest of the
Jews also played the hypocrite with him, so that even Barnabas was carried away with their
hypocrisy. 14 But when I saw that they were not straightforward about the truth of the gospel, I said
to Peter before them all, “If you, being a Jew, live in the manner of Gentiles and not as the Jews, why
do you compel Gentiles to live as Jews? 15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the
Gentiles, 16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus Christ,
even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the
works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 17 “But if, while we seek
to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin?
Certainly not! 18 For if I build again those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.
19 For I through the law died to the law that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with
Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the
grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”
1. Not to embarrass Peter!!
2. To validate Paul’s apostolic authority
3. To Prevent Peter’s error from being used by the Judaizing teachers as support for their position.
4. To demonstrate that men who were inspired could sin.
5. To provide an example of LOVING & PUBLIC rebuke!

B. The Context of this reading and the event in question:
1. Peter had come to Antioch and worked among brethren there without showing any prejudice

against Gentiles. (cf. Acts 10:48; 11:2).
a. Acts 10:48 (NKJV) — 48 And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.

Then they asked him to stay a few days.
(1) Remeber these are Gentiles!

b. Acts 11:2 (NKJV) — 2 And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, those of the circumcision
contended with him,

2. However, sometime later, brethren from Jerusalem arrived and Peter gave in to pressure and
withdrew himself from associating with the Gentile brethren – (Gal 2:11,12) –

3. In doing this he influenced others to sin along with him – (Gal 2:13)
4. Was not straightforward with the gospel – (Gal 2:14) - Taught & practiced a double standard –

associated with Gentiles – but then went along with Jewish brethren thus undermining the very
Gospel he preached. (Gal 2:15)

C. To Note from this text - Building Again Things I Once Destroyed (Gal 2:18) there are % facts which
Peter rebuilt:
1. Peter Rebuilt An Old Weakness – (Gal 2:11,12-14)
2. Peter Rebuilt Partiality – (Gal 2:12)
3. Peter Rebuilt His Fear of Men – (Gal 2:12)
4. Peter Rebuilt A Negative Influence – (Gal 2:13)
5. Peter Rebuilt The Wall of Separation – (Gal 2:14-18)

II. Peter Rebuilt An Old Weakness – (Gal 2:11,12-14)
A.  Lord, bid me come – Matthew 14:28-30 (NKJV) — 28 And Peter answered Him and said, “Lord,
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if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.” 29 So He said, “Come.” And when Peter
had come down out of the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. 30 But when he saw that the
wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, “Lord, save me!”
1. Though all men forsake thee, yet I will not, . . . I will NOT deny you - Matthew 26:33,35, 69-75

a. Matthew 26:33 (NKJV) — 33 Peter answered and said to Him, “Even if all are made to
stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble.”

b. Matthew 26:35 (NKJV) — 35 Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not
deny You!” And so said all the disciples.

c. Matthew 26:69–75 (NKJV) — 69 Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl
came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee.” 70 But he denied it before them
all, saying, “I do not know what you are saying.” 71 And when he had gone out to the
gateway, another girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This fellow also was with
Jesus of Nazareth.” 72 But again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the Man!” 73 And
a little later those who stood by came up and said to Peter, “Surely you also are one of them,
for your speech betrays you.” 74 Then he began to curse and swear, saying, “I do not know
the Man!” Immediately a rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” So he went out
and wept bitterly.

2. You shall never wash my feet – John 13:8-9  (NKJV) — 8 Peter said to Him, “You shall never
wash my feet!” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.” 9 Simon
Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head!”

3. But God has showed me that I should not call any man common or unclean Acts 10:28 . . . Gal
2:12
a. Acts 10:28 (NKJV) — 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish

man to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I
should not call any man common or unclean.

b. Galatians 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 for before certain men came from James, he would eat with
the Gentiles; but when they came, he withdrew and separated himself, fearing those who
were of the circumcision.

B. Inconsistency is a mark of immaturity! (Eph 4:12-15) (NKJV) — 12 for the equipping of the saints
for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but,
speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—
1. Inconsistency opens the door for ridicule from those who are enemies of the gospel!! (Rom 2:24)

a. Romans 2:24 (NKJV) — 24 For “the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles
because of you,” as it is written.

2. We can, (and at times do), allow our OLD ways to return – thus we need to always be on guard!
(Rom 16:19-22; 2 Pet 2:20-22)
a. Romans 16:19–22 (NKJV) — 19 For your obedience has become known to all. Therefore

I am glad on your behalf; but I want you to be wise in what is good, and simple concerning
evil. 20 And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with you. Amen. 21 Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and
Sosipater, my countrymen, greet you. 22 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the
Lord.

b. 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world
through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them
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and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been
better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn
from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according
to the true proverb: “A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her
wallowing in the mire.”

3. Actions speak louder than words!!!

III. Peter Rebuilt Partiality – (Gal 2:12)
A. He had learned better and taught against it!! – (Acts 10:9-16,28, 34,35; 15:7-11; James 2:1-4)

1. Acts 10:9–16 (NKJV) — 9 The next day, as they went on their journey and drew near the city,
Peter went up on the housetop to pray, about the sixth hour. 10 Then he became very hungry and
wanted to eat; but while they made ready, he fell into a trance 11 and saw heaven opened and an
object like a great sheet bound at the four corners, descending to him and let down to the earth.
12 In it were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds
of the air. 13 And a voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.” 14 But Peter said, “Not so,
Lord! For I have never eaten anything common or unclean.” 15 And a voice spoke to him again
the second time, “What God has cleansed you must not call common.” 16 This was done three
times. And the object was taken up into heaven again.

2. Acts 10:28 (NKJV) — 28 Then he said to them, “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man
to keep company with or go to one of another nation. But God has shown me that I should not
call any man common or unclean.

3. Acts 10:34 (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God
shows no partiality
a. Acts 10:35 (NKJV) — 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness

is accepted by Him.
4. Acts 15:7–11 (NKJV) — 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to

them: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by my
mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows the
heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 and made no
distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore, why do you
test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were
able to bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved
in the same manner as they.”

5. James 2:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord
of glory, with partiality. 2 For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings,
in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, 3 and you pay
attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, “You sit here in a good place,” and
say to the poor man, “You stand there,” or, “Sit here at my footstool,” 4 have you not shown
partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?

B. He should have rebuked his Jewish brethren – (Luke 17:3) (NKJV) — 3 Take heed to yourselves.
If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.

a. Instead of rebuking them for their error – he went along with them!
2. Brotherly love makes NO DISTINCTION!! – (Acts 11:12; 15:9; Rom 3:22; 10:12)

a. Acts 11:12 (NKJV) — 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing.
Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house.

b. Acts 15:9 (NKJV) — 9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts
by faith.

c. Romans 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 even the righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ,
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to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;
d. Romans 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the

same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him.
C. Do our words and actions teach against this sin?

IV. Peter Rebuilt His Fear of Men – (Gal 2:12)
A. “Fearing The Circumcision” (vrs 12)

1. He had heard Jesus teach “be not afraid of them that kill the body, – (Matthew 10:28) 
a. Matthew 10:28 (NKJV) — 28 And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the

soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.
2. but yet he denied Jesus – (Luke 22:54-62)

a. Luke 22:54–62 (NKJV) — 54 Having arrested Him, they led Him and brought Him into the
high priest’s house. But Peter followed at a distance. 55 Now when they had kindled a fire
in the midst of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat among them. 56 And a certain
servant girl, seeing him as he sat by the fire, looked intently at him and said, “This man was
also with Him.” 57 But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.” 58 And after
a little while another saw him and said, “You also are of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am
not!” 59 Then after about an hour had passed, another confidently affirmed, saying, “Surely
this fellow also was with Him, for he is a Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know
what you are saying!” Immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And
the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He
had said to him, “Before the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” 62 So Peter went
out and wept bitterly.

B. Peter's repentance was attested 
1. By the bitterness of his tears;
2. By his humble submission to his Lord's rebuke (John 21:15-17);

a. John 21:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him again a second
time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that
I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son
of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do
you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep.

3. By his courage in confessing Christ in the face of threatening danger (Acts 4:8-12; 4:19). 
a. Acts 4:8–12 (NKJV) — 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of

the people and elders of Israel: 9 If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless
man, by what means he has been made well, 10 let it be known to you all, and to all the
people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom
God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole. 11 This is the
‘stone which was rejected by you builders, which has become the chief cornerstone.’ 12 Nor
is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by
which we must be saved.”

b. Acts 4:19 (NKJV) — 19 But Peter and John answered and said to them, “Whether it is right
in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.

C. It takes courage to leave error and obey the gospel!!
1. It takes courage to stand for the truth and oppose error!!
2. It takes courage to preach the gospel to the lost!
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3. It takes courage to live for the Lord in an ungodly world!!
4. It takes courage to oppose friends who practice error and who try to influence you to join them

in unauthorized practices!! 

V. Peter Rebuilt A Negative Influence – (Gal 2:13)
A. Peter’s problem was not what he truly believed, but what he practiced. 

1. He was not living up to his teaching. 
2. He was playing the hypocrite! (Acts 11:3-13)

a. Acts 11:3–13 (NKJV) — 3 saying, “You went in to uncircumcised men and ate with them!”
4 But Peter explained it to them in order from the beginning, saying: 5 “I was in the city of
Joppa praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object descending like a great sheet, let
down from heaven by four corners; and it came to me. 6 When I observed it intently and
considered, I saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, creeping things, and birds of
the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘Not so,
Lord! For nothing common or unclean has at any time entered my mouth.’ 9 But the voice
answered me again from heaven, ‘What God has cleansed you must not call common.’ 10
Now this was done three times, and all were drawn up again into heaven. 11 At that very
moment, three men stood before the house where I was, having been sent to me from
Caesarea. 12 Then the Spirit told me to go with them, doubting nothing. Moreover these six
brethren accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how he had
seen an angel standing in his house, who said to him, ‘Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon
whose surname is Peter,

B. Barnabas and the other Jews were “carried away” (carried away with a flood) with this “hypocrisy.” 
1. Barnabas was not a young Christian!! – Thus demonstrating the POWER of influence!

C. SOMEONE IS WATCHING YOU!!! We MUST ALWAYS be conscious of our influence –
(Matthew 5:13-16) (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.
1. This demonstrates the danger of following men – even normally good and respectable men!!

(Gal. 1:6-9) (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you
in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who
trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven,
preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we
have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you
have received, let him be accursed.

2. What kind of influence are you having on those around you??

VI. Peter Rebuilt The Wall of Separation – (Gal 2:14-18)
A. Peters actions were NOT in keeping with the Gospel! (Vrs 14)

1. Peter’s actions upheld a position that had caused division! – (Gal 2:1-5; Acts 15:2)
a. Galatians 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with

Barnabas, and also took Titus with me.
b. Galatians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the

truth of the gospel might continue with you.
c. Acts 15:2 (NKJV) — 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and
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dispute with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should
go up to Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question.

2. Peter’s actions gave credence and legitimacy to the Judaisers - (Gal 2:15-18) - building again
that which he had once destroyed – (Acts 15:7-11)
a. Galatians 2:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the

Gentiles, 16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ
and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified. 17
“But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ
therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I build again those things which I
destroyed, I make myself a transgressor.

b. Acts 15:7–11 (NKJV) — 7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said
to them: “Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God chose among us, that by
my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows
the heart, acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did to us, 9 and
made no distinction between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. 10 Now therefore,
why do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the disciples which neither our fathers
nor we were able to bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved in the same manner as they.”

3. Peter also built a wall of separation between himself and God
B. He had become a “TRANSGRESSOR!” (vs. 18; Isaiah 59:1,2)

1. Isaiah 59:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor
His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And
your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

VII. In Conclusion: Gal 2:11-21:
A. Peter Rebuilt An Old Weakness – (vrs 11,12-14)

1. Peter Rebuilt Partiality – (vrs 12)
2. Peter Rebuilt His Fear of Men – (vrs 12)
3. Peter Rebuilt A Negative Influence – (vrs 13)
4. Peter Rebuilt The Wall of Separation – (vrs 14-18)

B. Peter preached a better sermon than he lived!
C. Our actions really do speak louder than our Words.

1. Peter preached against partiality, (Acts 10:34,35) (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth
and said: “In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality. 35 But in every nation whoever fears
Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.
a. But Peter was guilty of the sin of partiality - (vrs 11,12)

2. Peter taught against hypocrisy, (1 Peter 2:1), (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, laying aside all malice,
all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking,
a. But Peter, by hypocrisy, influenced others to sin – (vrs 13)

3. Peter spoke of the need to obey the Gospel, (1 Peter 4:17)  (NKJV) — 17 For the time has come
for judgment to begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of
those who do not obey the gospel of God?
a. But yet he was not straightforward with the gospel – (vrs 14) 

4. Taught & practiced a double standard – associated with Gentiles 
a. But then went along with Jewish brethren thus undermining the very Gospel he preached.

(Vrs 15) –(inconsistency, - vrs 4,5)
5. Paul emphasized the need to follow Christ – not the Law – nor the will of men!! – (Gal 2:16-21)
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(denominationalism)
a. Galatians 2:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the

law but by faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be
justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no
flesh shall be justified. 17 “But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also
are found sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? Certainly not! 18 For if I build again
those things which I destroyed, I make myself a transgressor. 19 For I through the law died
to the law that I might live to God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God; for
if righteousness comes through the law, then Christ died in vain.”

D. Are we rebuilding Things that we have previously destroyed in our lives?
1. Old Weakness –
2. Partiality –
3. Fear of Men – 
4. A Negative Influence 
5. The Wall of Separation 

Page 7 of  7


