
Understanding Our Adversary - Satan’s Tactics - Part Three
Intro:

A. There are three desires of Satan that are clearly present in the Scriptures:
1. His desire to keep men from obeying the Word of God
2. His Desire to get men who have obeyed the Word of God to return back to the world of sin.
3. And if he fails in both of those to make those who are Christians fruitless.
4.  

B. 2 Cor. 2:11 (NKJV)  ---- lest Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his
devices.
1. We want to focus on the Tactics Used by Satan in the garden of Eden and throughout the

scriptures in bringing about the downfall of man.
2. The lust of the eyes
3. The lust of the flesh
4. And the Pride of life are widely known tactics, and yet we still fall - Why?

a. It is my persuasion that we truly do not understand how these simple three tactics are
employed against us.

b. It is therefore my aim this morning to help us come to a better understanding and therefore
a better awareness of how to not be overwhelmed by his destructive forces.

C. 2 Cor. 11:3 (NKJV) ---- But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so
your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

D. The Devil is smart, Crafty and Clever
1. 2 Cor. 11:14 (NKJV) ---- And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel

of light. 
E. Satan Works Through Intermediate Means - he does not stand before us in a red suit with devil horns

on his head and a trident oitch fork in his hand - he is not seen visibly but he is at work.   All of this
warfare is once again waged in our minds (the heart of man).
1. Satan Attempts To Cast Doubt Upon God’s Word
2. Satan Misuses God’s Word
3. Satan Impugns The Character & Motives of God
4. Satan Appeals To The “Here & Now!”

II. Satan Works Through Intermediate Means
A.   Through the “cunning” serpent – (Gen. 3:1)

1. Genesis 3:1 ----- Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD

God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree
of the garden’?”

B. Through a lying “man of God” –   1 Kings 13:11-24
1. 1 Kings 13:11-24 ---- 11 Now an old prophet dwelt in Bethel, and his sons came and told him

all the works that the man of God had done that day in Bethel; they also told their father the
words which he had spoken to the king.12 And their father said to them, “Which way did he
go?” For his sons had seen which way the man of God went who came from Judah.13 Then he
said to his sons, “Saddle the donkey for me.” So they saddled the donkey for him; and he rode
on it,14 and went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak. Then he said to him,
“Are you the man of God who came from Judah?” And he said, “I am.”15 Then he said to him,
“Come home with me and eat bread.”16 And he said, “I cannot return with you nor go in with
you; neither can I eat bread nor drink water with you in this place.17 “For I have been told by
the word of the LORD, ‘You shall not eat bread nor drink water there, nor return by going the way
you came.’ ”18 He said to him, “I too am a prophet as you are, and an angel spoke to me by the
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word of the LORD, saying, ‘Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and
drink water.’ ” (He was lying to him.)19 So he went back with him, and ate bread in his house,
and drank water. 20 Now it happened, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came
to the prophet who had brought him back;21 and he cried out to the man of God who came from
Judah, saying, “Thus says the LORD: ‘Because you have disobeyed the word of the LORD, and
have not kept the commandment which the LORD your God commanded you,22 ‘but you came
back, ate bread, and drank water in the place of which the LORD said to you, “Eat no bread and
drink no water,” your corpse shall not come to the tomb of your fathers.’ ” 23 So it was, after he
had eaten bread and after he had drunk, that he saddled the donkey for him, the prophet whom
he had brought back.24 When he was gone, a lion met him on the road and killed him. And his
corpse was thrown on the road, and the donkey stood by it. The lion also stood by the corpse.1

C. Through enemies & trials –      Neh 6:1-14; 2Chr. 32:1-21; Job
1. Nehemiah 6:1-14 ---- Now it happened when Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest

of our enemies heard that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in it (though
at that time I had not hung the doors in the gates),2 that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me,
saying, “Come, let us meet together among the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they thought
to do me harm.3 So I sent messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot
come down. Why should the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?”4 But they sent
me this message four times, and I answered them in the same manner.5 Then Sanballat sent his
servant to me as before, the fifth time, with an open letter in his hand.6 In it was written: It is
reported among the nations, and Geshem says, that you and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore,
according to these rumors, you are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king.7 And you
have also appointed prophets to proclaim concerning you at Jerusalem, saying, ‘There is a king
in Judah!’ Now these matters will be reported to the king. So come, therefore, and let us consult
together.8 Then I sent to him, saying, “No such things as you say are being done, but you invent
them in your own heart.”9 For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, “Their hands will
be weakened in the work, and it will not be done.”  Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands.
10 Afterward I came to the house of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who
was a secret informer; and he said, “Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple,
and let us close the doors of the temple, for they are coming to kill you; indeed, at night they will
come to kill you.”11 And I said, “Should such a man as I flee? And who is there such as I who
would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in!”12 Then I perceived that God had not
sent him at all, but that he pronounced this prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat
had hired him.13 For this reason he was hired, that I should be afraid and act that way and sin,
so that they might have cause for an evil report, that they might reproach me. 14 My God,
remember Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these their works, and the prophetess Noadiah and
the rest of the prophets who would have made me afraid.

D. Through friends – Job; Prov 13:20
1. Proverbs 13:20 ---- 20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, But the companion of fools

will be destroyed.
E. Religious leaders & prophets –   Jer 23:16,17; 36 ---- 16 Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Do not listen

to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you. They make you worthless; They speak a vision
of their own heart, Not from the mouth of the LORD.17 They continually say to those who despise
Me, ‘The LORD has said, “You shall have peace” ’; And to everyone who walks according to the
dictates of his own heart, they say, ‘No evil shall come upon you.’ ” 36 “And the oracle of the LORD

you shall mention no more. For every man’s word will be his oracle, for you have perverted the
words of the living God, the LORD of hosts, our God.
1. Satan has “serpents” working for him today!! – 2 Peter 2:1-3; 1 John 4:1
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a. 2 Peter 2:1-3 ---- But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.2 And many will follow
their destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.3 By
covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has
not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

b. 1 John 4:1 ---- Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of
God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

2. Teachers claiming to be “ministers of righteousness” – 2 Cor. 11:13-15
a. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 ---- 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming

themselves into apostles of Christ.14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself
into an angel of light.15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform
themselves into ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

3. Using SMOOTH & flattering speech – Rom 16:18
a. Romans 16:18 ---- 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their

own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
4. Wolves in sheep’s clothing – Mat 7:15

a. Matthew 7:15 ---- 15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

F. Satan uses our families, friends & enemies to discourage and tempt us!! – Mat 10:34-39; Acts 8:1-
4; 26:9-11;  
1. Matthew 10:34-39 ---- 34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to

bring peace but a sword.35 “For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter against
her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’;36 “and ‘a man’s enemies will be
those of his own household.’37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of
Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.38 “And he who does
not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy of Me.39 “He who finds his life will lose
it, and he who loses his life for My sake will find it.

2. Acts 8:1-4 ---- Now Saul was consenting to his death. At that time a great persecution arose
against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered throughout the regions
of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.2 And devout men carried Stephen to his burial, and
made great lamentation over him.3 As for Saul, he made havoc of the church, entering every
house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison. 4 Therefore those who
were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.

3. Acts 26:9-11 ---- 9 “Indeed, I myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth.10 “This I also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints I shut up in prison,
having received authority from the chief priests; and when they were put to death, I cast my vote
against them.11 “And I punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities.

G. Satan uses television – radio - music – the internet – books – etc. . . . Gal 6:7-9
1. Galatians 6:7-9 ---- 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, that

he will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.9 And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

III. Satan Attempts To Cast Doubt Upon God’s Word
A. “Has God indeed said” . . . “You shall NOT surely die” – (Gen 3:1,4) ---- Now the serpent was more

cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has
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God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”4 Then the serpent said to the
woman, “You will not surely die.

B. Israel doubted God’s promises - Num. 13,14
C. Achan doubted God’s word – Josh 6:18; 7:10-26; 

1. Joshua 6:18 ---- 18 “And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become
accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble
it.

2. Joshua 7:10-26 ----- 10 So the LORD said to Joshua: “Get up! Why do you lie thus on your
face?11 “Israel has sinned, and they have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded
them. For they have even taken some of the accursed things, and have both stolen and deceived;
and they have also put it among their own stuff.12 “Therefore the children of Israel could not
stand before their enemies, but turned their backs before their enemies, because they have
become doomed to destruction. Neither will I be with you anymore, unless you destroy the
accursed from among you.13 “Get up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify yourselves for
tomorrow, because thus says the LORD God of Israel: “There is an accursed thing in your midst,
O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies until you take away the accursed thing from
among you.”14 ‘In the morning therefore you shall be brought according to your tribes. And it
shall be that the tribe which the LORD takes shall come according to families; and the family
which the LORD takes shall come by households; and the household which the LORD takes shall
come man by man.15 ‘Then it shall be that he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be
burned with fire, he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of the LORD,
and because he has done a disgraceful thing in Israel.’ ” 16 So Joshua rose early in the morning
and brought Israel by their tribes, and the tribe of Judah was taken.17 He brought the clan of
Judah, and he took the family of the Zarhites; and he brought the family of the Zarhites man by
man, and Zabdi was taken.18 Then he brought his household man by man, and Achan the son
of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken.19 Now Joshua said
to Achan, “My son, I beg you, give glory to the LORD God of Israel, and make confession to
Him, and tell me now what you have done; do not hide it from me.”20 And Achan answered
Joshua and said, “Indeed I have sinned against the LORD God of Israel, and this is what I have
done:21 “When I saw among the spoils a beautiful Babylonian garment, two hundred shekels of
silver, and a wedge of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. And there they
are, hidden in the earth in the midst of my tent, with the silver under it.” 22 So Joshua sent
messengers, and they ran to the tent; and there it was, hidden in his tent, with the silver under
it.23 And they took them from the midst of the tent, brought them to Joshua and to all the
children of Israel, and laid them out before the LORD.24 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him,
took Achan the son of Zerah, the silver, the garment, the wedge of gold, his sons, his daughters,
his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep, his tent, and all that he had, and they brought them to the Valley
of Achor.25 And Joshua said, “Why have you troubled us? The LORD will trouble you this day.”
So all Israel stoned him with stones; and they burned them with fire after they had stoned them
with stones.26 Then they raised over him a great heap of stones, still there to this day. So the
LORD turned from the fierceness of His anger. Therefore the name of that place has been called
the Valley of Achor to this day. 

D. Jews in NT often doubted God’s word – Acts 13:42-46
1. Acts 13:42-46 ----- 42 So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that

these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.43 Now when the congregation had
broken up, many of the Jews and devout proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who, speaking
to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.44 On the next Sabbath almost the
whole city came together to hear the word of God.45 But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they
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were filled with envy; and contradicting and blaspheming, they opposed the things spoken by
Paul.46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that the word of God
should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves unworthy of
everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

E. Satan is working hard today to generate doubt in God’s word –
1. Evolution – Humanism
2. Gnosticism –
3. Post Modernism
4. Denominationalism – (Jn 20:31) -31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
5. Hypocrisy – (Rom. 2:17-24) - 17 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest on the law, and make

your boast in God,18 and know His will, and approve the things that are excellent, being
instructed out of the law,19 and are confident that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light
to those who are in darkness,20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, having the form
of knowledge and truth in the law.21 You, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach
yourself? You who preach that a man should not steal, do you steal?22 You who say, “Do not
commit adultery,” do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?23 You
who make your boast in the law, do you dishonor God through breaking the law?24 For “the
name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you,” as it is written.

IV. Satan Misuses God’s Word
A. Genesis 3:1,4 (NKJV)  ---- [1] Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which

the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of
every tree of the garden'?" . . .  [4] Then the serpent said to the woman, "You will not surely die. 
1. Satan tested Eve’s knowledge of God’s word – 
2. Satan tried to twist God’s word – isolating one statement against another (compare Gen 3:1 with

2:16) - 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat;

3. Satan added ONE word to God’s words – “NOT” – 3:4
B. Ignorance of God’s word makes Satan’s work easy – Hos 4:6; Eph 5:17; 2 Pet 3:17 

1. Hosea 4:6 ---- 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected
knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law
of your God, I also will forget your children.

2. Ephesians 5:17 ---- 17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
3. 2 Peter 3:17 ---- 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware lest you

also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked;
C. Satan continues to twist God’s word – Acts 13:10; Gal. 1:6-9; 2 Peter 2:1-3

1. Acts 13:10 ---- 10 and said, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy
of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the Lord?

2. Galatians 1:6-9 ---- 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you in
the grace of Christ, to a different gospel,7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ.8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach
any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.9 As we have
said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have
received, let him be accursed.

3. 2 Peter 2:1-3 ---- But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be
false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord
who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.2 And many will follow their
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destructive ways, because of whom the way of truth will be blasphemed.3 By covetousness they
will exploit you with deceptive words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their
destruction does not slumber. 
a. Incomplete evidence -
b. Failure to harmonize –
c. Eisegesis NOT exegesis! 

D. To add “one word” to the word of God changes the truth into a lie!! – Prov. 30:6; 1 Cor 4:6; Rev
22:18
1. Proverbs 30:6 ---- 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.
2. 1 Corinthians 4:6 ---- 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and

Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none
of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

3. Revelation 22:18 ---- 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this
book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book;

E. “Let God be true and every man a liar . . .” – Rom 3:4
1. What is true with regards to Sin??

a. Jesus??
b. Salvation??
c. The church??
d. Eschatology?? 

V. Satan Impugns The Character & Motives of God
A. Genesis 3:5 (NKJV) ---- For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and

you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 
B. Satan is telling Eve . . . and Us today

1. “God doesn’t want what is really in your best interest!”
2. “God is holding you back”
3. “You can achieve so much more by listening to me” 

C. Satan Impugns God’s Character & Motives: 
1. Through Humanism!

a. Humanism is a rational philosophy, informed by science, inspired by art, and motivated by
compassion. Affirming the dignity of each human being, it supports the maximization of
individual liberty and opportunity consonant with social and planetary responsibility. It
advocates the extension of participatory democracy and the expansion of the open society,
standing for human rights and social justice. Free of supernaturalism, it recognizes human
beings as part of nature and holds that values - be they religious, ethical, social, or political -
have their source in human nature, experience and culture. Humanism thus derives the goals
of life from human need and interest rather than from theological or ideological abstractions
and asserts that humanity must take responsibility for its own destiny. 

2. Through Postmodernism!
3. Through Calvinism!
4. Through Premillennialism!

VI. Satan Appeals To The “Here & Now!”
A. Genesis 3:6 (NKJV) ---- So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was

pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave
to her husband with her, and he ate. 
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B. 1 John 2:15-17 (NKJV) ---- Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. [16] For all that is in the world--the lust of the flesh, the
lust of the eyes, and the pride of life--is not of the Father but is of the world. 
1. Matthew 4:1-10 ---- Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by

the devil.2 And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry.3 Now
when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones
become bread.”4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’ ”5 Then the devil took Him up into the
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple,6 and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God,
throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, ‘In their
hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “It
is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the LORD your God.’ ”8 Again, the devil took Him up on
an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory.9
And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”10
Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the LORD

your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ”
C. Satan appeals to: 

1. Selfishness! (sex, money, power)
2. Immediate gratification!
3. The path of ease & shortcuts!
4. Dissatisfaction!
5. Human wisdom!
6. Pride! 
7. Deception! (Gal. 6:7-9) ---- 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,

that he will also reap.8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life.9 And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

D. Satan works By: 
1. The influence of evil people
2. Getting People Hooked On "The Things Of The World"
3. Hypocrisy
4. Division
5. Blinding The Minds Of People
6. Persecuting Those Who Try To Do Right

VII. Conclusion:
A. Satan Attempts To Cast Doubt Upon God’s Word
B. Satan Misuses God’s Word
C. Satan Impugns The Character & Motives of God
D. Satan Appeals To The “Here & Now!”
E. James 4:7 (NKJV)  ---- Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
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