
Satan’s Origin, Power and Purpose # 2

Intro:
A. Satan & His Angels Are The Arch-Enemies of The People of God – (Eph 6:10-

18)
1. Ephesians 6:10-18 ---- 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the wiles of the devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore,
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of
righteousness,15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel
of peace;16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.17 And take the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;18 praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

B. Cannot Take Satan Lightly –
1. To Face Satan – We Must Be Equipped With God’s Armor –
2. Satan Is Limited!! ---- Do not over estimate His Power

C. Some Questions We Are Going To Attempt To Answer In This Study:
1. Is Satan A Real Being? –
2. What Are His Names & Titles? -
3. Where Did Satan Come From? –
4. Why Does God Allow Satan To Exist & Work?

II. Where Did Satan Come From?
A. All beings, including the host of angels constituted a creation that was good 

1. John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-16; Genesis 1:31 
a. John 1:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word

was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with
God. 3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was
made that was made.
(1) Colossians 1:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 He is the image of the invisible

God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were
created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers.
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All things were created through Him and for Him.
(2) Genesis 1:31 (NKJV) — 31 Then God saw everything that He had

made, and indeed it was very good. So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.

b.  ("good," pleasant, agreeable, appropriate, as demanded by God’s nature).
Creation in God’s image was for the purpose of being functional, that is,
to have rule. This was lost because of sin (Hebrews 2:8). 
(1) Hebrews 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 You have put all things in subjection

under his feet.” For in that He put all in subjection under him, He
left nothing that is not put under him. But now we do not yet see all
things put under him.

c. It is necessarily inferred that Satan became evil through the exercise of his
own free will (this is poetically & figuratively alluded to in the
descriptions of the fall of the kings of Tyre & Babylon). 

d. Since angels are said to have sinned and to have been cast down, it seems
reasonable to conclude that the following passages indirectly reference
Satan (cf 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). 
(1) 2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if God did not spare the angels who

sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains
of darkness, to be reserved for judgment;

(2) Jude 6 (NKJV) — 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

2. Ezekiel 28:14–19 (NKJV) — 14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers;
I established you; You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked back
and forth in the midst of fiery stones. 15 You were perfect in your ways from
the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you. 16 “By the
abundance of your trading You became filled with violence within, And you
sinned; Therefore I cast you as a profane thing Out of the mountain of God;
And I destroyed you, O covering cherub, From the midst of the fiery stones.
17 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your
wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground, I laid you
before kings, That they might gaze at you. 18 “You defiled your sanctuaries
By the multitude of your iniquities, By the iniquity of your trading; Therefore
I brought fire from your midst; It devoured you, And I turned you to ashes
upon the earth In the sight of all who saw you. 19 All who knew you among
the peoples are astonished at you; You have become a horror, And shall be
no more forever.” ’ ”
a. (historically against the prince & ruler of Tyre): but the comparison is to
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someone else, that is, a fallen angel (Satan, a cherub, 13-15). 
b. There is a close relationship between the wicked kings of the earth and the

devil (Ezekiel 38; Revelation 13, 17).
c.  In comparison the King of Tyre was much like the Devil (so much so that

it is almost impossible not to to refer to this passage as an allusion to
Satan). 

d. There is some justification for believing that it is an allusion to Satan as
a fallen angel, though to regard it primarily so, constitutes error. 

e. The passage seems to go beyond those of this passage, using them as a
type, from the King of Tyre to Satan. Observe the following comparisons: 
(1) Both were at first perfectly beautiful and knowledgeable (Ezekiel

28:12; John 8:44). 
(a) John 8:44 (NKJV) — 44 You are of your father the devil, and

the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

(2) Both blameless at first (Ezekiel 28:15).
(3) Both were in the garden of Eden (Ezekiel 28:13; Genesis 3:1).
(4) Both were appointed guardian angels (Ezekiel 28:14; Luke 10:18).

(a) Luke 10:18 (NKJV) — 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan
fall like lightning from heaven.

(5) Both were charged with violence and sin (Ezekiel 28:16; 1 John
3:12).

(a) 1 John 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked
one and murdered his brother. And why did he murder him?
Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous.

(6) Both were banished in disgrace (Ezekiel 28:16; Genesis 3:15). 
(7) Both are accused of pride (Ezekiel 28:17; 1 Timothy 3:6).

(a) 1 Timothy 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up
with pride he fall into the same condemnation as the devil.

(8) Both were thrown to the earth as a spectacle (Ezekiel 28:17;
Revelation 12:9).

(a) Revelation 12:9 (NKJV) — 9 So the great dragon was cast out,
that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the
whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.

(9) Both are punished severely (Ezekiel 28:18-19; Matthew 25:41;
Revelation 20:10). 
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(a) Matthew 25:41 (NKJV) — 41 “Then He will also say to those
on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:

(b) Revelation 20:10 (NKJV) — 10 The devil, who deceived them,
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and
the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night
forever and ever.

f. NOTE: In John 8 Jesus identified the people as being aligned with Satan,
a murderer from the beginning. Though centuries removed, they were tied
to ancient, historical events. Even so the king of Tyre could, by sinful
behavior, be identified with events in Eden that took place centuries
before his time. I do not believe that this is coincidental. 

3. Isaiah 14:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer,
son of the morning! How you are cut down to the ground, You who
weakened the nations! 13 For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the
mount of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; 14 I will ascend
above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’
a. - Pronouncement against Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon: "Lucifer, son of

the morning."
(1)  The word "Lucifer" is borrowed from the Latin Vulgate (Jerome’s

translation, 383-405 AD. The word literally means "shining one,"
or "day star," from the Latin, referencing the planet Venus). Later
it became a synonym for Satan. Cf. Revelation 9:1. 

(2) Revelation 9:1 (NKJV) — 1 Then the fifth angel sounded: And I
saw a star fallen from heaven to the earth. To him was given the key
to the bottomless pit.

b. The influence of Milton on this passage continues in modern theology and
results in reading into it things that are not there. 
(1) Viewing this passage as a reference to Satan, though not primarily,

arises "from the fact that the Babylon Empire is in Scripture
represented as the type and self-idolizing power ..." (Smith’s Bible
Dictionary, p. 490). 

c. Zerr’s Bible Commentary suggests rightfully so, that the verse is
primarily a figurative symbolization of the dignity and splendor of the
king of Babylon. 
(1) It should be noted that in the Old Testament kingly powers are often

depicted as falling luminaries (Isaiah 13:10; Ezekiel 32:7). There
is therefore similarity between the accusations made against the
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king and Satan: 
(a) Both had fallen and been cast down (Isaiah 14:12; Revelation

12:9). 
(b) Both reference gripping aspiration (Isaiah 14:13-14, five "I

wills;" 2 Thessalonians 2:4). 
(c) The demise of each is depicted (Isaiah 14:15; Revelation 20:1-

3). 
4. Luke 10:18 (NKJV) — 18 And He said to them, “I saw Satan fall like

lightning from heaven.
a. Like the passages cited above this is not a specific reference to Satan.

(1)  It refers rather to the successful work of the disciples against the
work of the devil. 

(2) Just as lightening falls from heaven, sharply and clearly, so did the
designs of Satan and his angels lose their effectiveness. 

b. A summation: Evil, therefore, had its beginning before time as we know
it. 
(1) Satan, a created angel being from heaven, rebelled against the

Creator. 
(2) Having been judged because of his pride and rebellion, he desires

to devour God’s creation by tempting man to reject his Creator. 
5. Generally he is pictured as a murderer "from the beginning" (John 8:44). 

a. He held power over death until conquered by Christ (Hebrews 2:14). 
b. His final outcome is described in Revelation 20:1-15. 

6. What is important to understand: Where Satan came from is of secondary
importance. 
a. The biblical emphasis is on what he does, rather than where he came from.

b. Therefore, it is not how he came to exist that should concern us. 
c. The fact that he does exists is what should be captivating our attention. 
d. His attempt to master humanity continues and opposition to this effort has

been left to us by the Lord Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:21; 3:10; 6:12;
Colossians 1:16; 2:10; 2:15). 
(1) Ephesians 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 far above all principality and power

and might and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in that which is to come.

(2) Ephesians 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 to the intent that now the manifold
wisdom of God might be made known by the church to the
principalities and powers in the heavenly places,

(3) Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) — 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh
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and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of
wickedness in the heavenly places.

(4) Colossians 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For by Him all things were created
that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible,
whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for Him.

(5) Colossians 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 and you are complete in Him, who
is the head of all principality and power.

(6) Colossians 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Having disarmed principalities and
powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them
in it.

7. And, behold, it was very good—þèåá îàãý  tob meod, Superlatively, or only
good; as good as they could be. The plan wise, the work well executed, the
different parts properly arranged; their nature, limits, mode of existence,
manner of propagation, habits, mode of sustenance, etc., etc., properly and
permanently established and secured; for every thing was formed to the
utmost perfection of its nature, so that nothing could be added or diminished
without encumbering the operations of matter and spirit on the one hand, or
rendering them inefficient to the end proposed on the other; and God has so
done all these marvellous works as to be glorified in all, by all, and through
all.—Adam Clarke's Commentary

B. The goodness was lost because of sin - (Sin is a result of choice – Gen 3:1-24). 
1. It is necessarily inferred that Satan became evil through the exercise of his

own free will. 
2. Since angels are said to have sinned and to have been cast down, it seems

reasonable to conclude that the following passages indirectly reference Satan
(cf 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6). 

III. Why Does God Allow Satan & Wickedness To Exists? 
A. David Hume, the eighteenth century philosopher, stated the logical problem

of evil when he inquired . . . "Is He (God) willing to prevent evil, but not
able? Then He is impotent. Is He able, but not willing? Then He is
malevolent. Is He both able and willing? Whence then is evil?" (Craig, p.80).

B. The key to the resolution of this apparent conflict is to recognize that when we
say God is all powerful, we do not imply that He is capable of doing anything
imaginable. True, Scripture states that "with God all things are possible"
(Matthew 19:26 (NKJV) — 26 But Jesus looked at them and said to them,
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“With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
1. But Scripture also states that there are some things God cannot do. For

instance, God cannot lie (Tit. 1:2). Neither can He be tempted to sin, nor can
He tempt others to sin (James 1:13). 
a. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie,

promised before time began,
b. James 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am

tempted by God”; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He
Himself tempt anyone.

2. In other words, He cannot do anything that is "out of character" for a
righteous God. Neither can He do anything that is out of character for a
rational being in a rational world. Certainly even God cannot "undo the past,"
or create a square triangle, or make what is false true. He cannot do what is
irrational or absurd. 

3. And it is on this basis that we conclude that God could not eliminate evil
without at the same time rendering it impossible to accomplish other goals
which are important to Him. 

4. Certainly, for God to create beings in his own image, who are capable of
sustaining a personal relationship with Him, they must be beings who are
capable of freely loving Him and following his will without coercion. Love
or obedience on any other basis would not be love or obedience at all, but
mere compliance. 

5. But creatures who are free to love God must also be free to hate or ignore
Him. Creatures who are free to follow His will must also be free to reject it.
And when people act in ways outside the will of God, great evil and suffering
is the ultimate result. This line of thinking is known as the "free will defense"
concerning the problem of evil.

C. Did God Create Evil?
1. But what about Isaiah 45:6-7 ? - "I make peace and create evil ... I doeth all

these things." 
a. "Evil" - By definition not only involves moral evil, but calamity &

dangers that befalls man. It includes consequences for sin. It is in this
sense that God "creates" evil. 
(1) Ecclesiastes. 7:14 (NKJV) ---- 14 In the day of prosperity be joyful,

But in the day of adversity consider: Surely God has appointed the
one as well as the other, So that man can find out nothing that will
come after him. 

(2) Deuteronomy 32:4 ---- (NKJV) 4 He is the Rock, His work is
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perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without
injustice; Righteous and upright is He. 

(3) Lamentations 3:38 (NKJV) 38 Is it not from the mouth of the Most
High That woe and well-being proceed? 

b. In no sense has God provoked moral or criminal evil (such is contrary to
God’s holy nature, Isaiah 6:3) in any of His angels or human beings. 

2. To establish truth is to establish error!
a. To establish good is to establish evil – This passage is NOT dealing with

MORAL EVIL .
D. God is not the author of wickedness. 

1. God cannot be tempted with wickedness. 
2. God is perfectly and absolutely holy. 
3. God is light and in Him is no darkness. 
4. God denies our access to Him when we sin. 

a. Habakkuk 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 You are of purer eyes than to behold evil,
And cannot look on wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal
treacherously, And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A person
more righteous than he? 

E. God Cannot be tempted with wicknedness
1. James 1:13 (NKJV) ---- 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am

tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself
tempt anyone. 

F. God is perfect and absolutely holy. 
1. 1 John 1:5 (NKJV) ---- 5 This is the message which we have heard from

Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 
G. God could not eliminate evil without at the same time rendering it impossible

to accomplish other goals which are important to Him.  For God to create
beings in his own image, who are capable of sustaining a personal
relationship with Him, they must be beings who are capable of freely loving
Him and following his will without coercion.  Love or obedience on any
other basis would not be love or obedience at all, but mere compliance. 

H. Creatures who are free to love God must also be free to hate or ignore Him. 
1. When people act in ways outside the will of God, great evil and suffering is

the ultimate result. 
2. God, Being Righteous, Will Judge All His Creation and will reward those

who by faith & love serve Him  – and condemn those who by their own free
will reject Him – (Psalms 97:2; Jude 1:6,15)
a. Psalm 97:2 (NKJV) — 2 Clouds and darkness surround Him;

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of His throne.
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b. Jude 6 (NKJV) — 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains
under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

c. Jude 15 (NKJV) — 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him.”

IV. Conclusion:
A. The devil and other angels were created by God as He created everything

else. 
B. Angels were created without sin, but had freedom of choice & Sinned.  - Pride

was the cause of the fall
1. Those Choosing evil were cast down
2. Being allowed to work, Satan and his messengers seek to seduce men away

from God through the use of lies. 
C. Satan & His Angels Are The Arch-Enemies of The People of God – (Eph 6:10-

18)
D. We Cannot Take Satan Lightly –

1. To Face Satan – We Must Be Equipped With God’s Armor –
2. Satan Is Limited!! ---- Do not over estimate His Power
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