
Satan’s Origin, Power and Purpose # 1

Intro:
A. Satan & His Angels Are The Arch-Enemies of The People of God – (Eph 6:10-18)

1. Ephesians 6:10-18 ---- 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His
might.11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil.12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly
places.13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil
day, and having done all, to stand.14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having
put on the breastplate of righteousness,15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace;16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the
fiery darts of the wicked one.17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which
is the word of God;18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful
to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

B. Cannot Take Satan Lightly –
1. To Face Satan – We Must Be Equipped With God’s Armor –
2. Satan Is Limited!! ---- Do not over estimate His Power

C. Some Questions We Are Going To Attempt To Answer In This Study:
1. Is Satan A Real Being? –
2. What Are His Names & Titles? -
3. Where Did Satan Come From? –
4. Why Does God Allow Satan To Exist & Work?

II. Satan - Fact or Fiction
A. Belief in "the devil" is as high as it's been since pollsters started to inquire, according to two polls

released. 
1. A poll released yesterday by Harris Interactive showed that 68% of Americans believe in "the devil." 
2. A Gallup poll, also released this week but based on surveys conducted in 2001, came up with the

same 68% number, the highest figure they've recorded since they started asking the question in the
1950s. The previous high for Gallup was 1994 (65.5%); in some years, the numbers dropped as low
as 51% (1991) and 60% (1968). In most decades, the rate hovered between 55% and 62%. Both
surveys found that while belief in the devil is higher among those with less education, most highly
educated people also share that belief. A staggering percentage of people with postgraduate degrees
believe in the devil--55% according to Gallup and 52% according to Harris--as do 66% of urban
dwellers (Gallup). 

3. Neither of the polls attempt to define what people mean by "devil." Gallup did try to dissect that
question in 1978, when they found that 34% of respondents believed in the devil as a "personal being
who directs evil forces and influences people to do wrong." In the same poll, 36% of people said they
believed the devil was an "impersonal force that influences people to do wrong."

B.  WORLD BOOK: "In modern times people tend to believe less and less in a devil as an actual person."
1.  ENCYCLOPEDIA AMERICANA: "The modern tendency is to regard the personal Devil as a part

of the mythology of early times when men conceived the world forces as endowed with personal
form. This is due to the advance of medical and natural science, better methods of historical criticism
and modern philosophy." 

2. ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA: "...It may be confidently affirmed that belief in Satan is not now
generally regarded as an essential article in the Christian faith, nor is it found to be an indispensable
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element of Christian experience ... On the one hand science has so explained many of the processes
of outer nature and of the inner life of man as to leave no room for Satanic agency. On the other hand
the modern view of the inspiration of the Scriptures does not necessitate the acceptance of the
doctrine of the Scriptures on this subject as finally and absolutely authoritative ... 

C. The Bible speaks of Satan as a singular being - contrasted with Christ Jesus – (Mat 13:37-39) ---- 37
He answered and said to them: “He who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.38 “The field is the
world, the good seeds are the sons of the kingdom, but the tares are the sons of the wicked one.39 “The
enemy who sowed them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are the angels.

1. The Bible uses personal pronouns when speaking of Satan - “Satan himself transforms himself into
an angel of light” – (2 Cor 11:14)

a. 2 Corinthians 11:14 ---- 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an angel
of light.

2. He is pictured as one being passionate “seeking whom ‘he’ may devour” – (1 Peter 5:8)
a. 1 Peter 5:8 ---- 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring

lion, seeking whom he may devour.
3. If Resisted ‘HE’ will flee – (James 4:7; 1 Pet 5:9)

a. James 4:17 ---- 17 Therefore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is sin.
b. 1 Peter 5:9 ---- 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are

experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
4. The world is under the influence of “the wicked ONE”– (1 John 5:19) 

a. 1 John 5:19 ---- 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway of the
wicked one.

III. Names and Titles
A. SATAN  - Job 1:7 (NKJV) ---- 7 And the Lord said to Satan, "From where do you come?" So Satan

answered the Lord and said, "From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on
it." 

1. Satan - occurs 111 Times
a. Hebrew Word: ùÒÈèÈïý ---- Transliteration: œât òân from <H7853> (satan); an opponent; especially

(with the article prefixed) Satan, the arch-enemy of good :- adversary, Satan, withstand. — Strong's
Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary

2. Matthew 12:26 (NKJV) ---- 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will
his kingdom stand? 

a. Strong's Number: <G4567> Original Word: Óáôáí?ò, Satanas Usage Notes: a Greek form derived
from the Aramaic (Heb., Satan), "an adversary," is used (a) of an angel of Jehovah in Num. 22:22
(the first occurrence of the Word in the OT); (b) of men, e.g., 1 Sam. 29:4; Psa. 38:20; Psa. 71:13;
four in Psa. 109; (c) of "Satan," the Devil, some seventeen or eighteen times in the OT; in Zech.
3:1, where the name receives its interpretation, "to be (his) adversary," RV (see marg.; AV, "to
resist him").

3. In the NT the word is always used of "Satan," the adversary 
a. (a) of God and Christ, e.g., Matt. 4:10; Matt. 12:26; Mark 1:13; Mark 3:23, 26; Mark 4:15; Luke

4:8 (in some mss.); Luke 11:18; Luke 22:3; John 13:27; 
b. (b) of His people, e.g., Luke 22:31; Acts 5:3; Rom. 16:20; 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Cor. 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11;

2 Cor. 11:14; 2 Cor. 12:7; 1 Thess. 2:18; 1 Tim. 1:20; 1 Tim. 5:15; Rev. 2:9, 13 (twice),24; Rev.
3:9; 

c. (c) of mankind, Luke 13:16; Acts 26:18; 2 Thess. 2:9; Rev. 12:9; Rev. 20:7. 
d. His doom, sealed at the Cross is foretold in its stages in Luke 10:18; Rev. 20:2, 10. Believers are

Page 2 of  4



assured of victory over him, Rom. 16:20.
4. The appellation was given by the Lord to Peter, as a "Satan-like" man, on the occasion when he

endeavored to dissuade Him from death, Matt. 16:23; Mark 8:33.
a. Matthew 16:23 (NKJV) — 23 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me, Satan! You are

an offense to Me, for you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men.”
b. Mark 8:33 (NKJV) — 33 But when He had turned around and looked at His disciples, He rebuked

Peter, saying, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God, but the things
of men.”

5. "Satan" is not simply the personification of evil influences in the heart, for he tempted Christ, in
whose heart no evil thought could ever have arisen (John 14:30; 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 4:15); moreover
his personality is asserted in both the OT and the NT, and especially in the latter, whereas if the OT
language was intended to be figurative, the NT would have made this evident. See DEVIL. — Vine's
Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words

B. DEVIL - Matthew 4:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted by the devil.

1. Devil occurs 96 times
a. Greek Word: äé?âïëïò ---- Transliteration: diabolos.  a traducer; specially Satan . . . false accuser,

devil, slanderer.—Strong's Talking Greek & Hebrew Dictionary
C. ABADDON & APOLLYON  - Revelation 9:11  ---- 11And they had as king over them the angel of

the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, but in Greek he has the name Apollyon.
1. The Only time these titles are used:

a. Greek Word: Aâáääí ---- Greek Word: Aðïëëùí destroying angel; Destroyer - Strong's Talking
Greek & Hebrew Dictionary

2. Added here because of general thought - however, in my study of Revelation 9 - this is the angel who
holds the key of the abyss ; an angel commissioned by God to do His bidding. 

D. BEELZEBUB - Matthew 12:24-27 (NKJV) ---- 24 . . ."This fellow does not cast out demons except
by Beelzebub, the ruler of the demons." . . . 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself.
How then will his kingdom stand?  27 And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do your sons
cast them out? 

1. "Beelzebub" (Prince of devils)
a. Greek Word: Âååëæåâï?ë — Thayer Definition: Beelzebub = “lord of the house” 1) a name of

Satan, the prince of evil spirits 
E. "Prince of the power of the air," Ephesians 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 in which you once walked according

to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works
in the sons of disobedience,

1. Over "principalities, powers & rulers of darkness Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) — 12 For we do not
wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

F. He cannot correctly represent the truth because he is: 
1. A liar . -  John 8:44 (NKJV) — 44 You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father

you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there
is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it.

a. The father of lies (John 8:44). 
b. A being of "great swelling words" 2 Peter 2:18 (NKJV) — 18 For when they speak great swelling

words of emptiness, they allure through the lusts of the flesh, through lewdness, the ones who have
actually escaped from those who live in error.
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2. He comes to take life, thus a "Murderer" (Gen 4:8; Jn 8:44).
a. Genesis 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they

were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed him.
G. Satan uses deception and is called the "Old Serpent" (Rev 12:9, Gen 3:15)

a. Revelation 12:9 (NKJV) — 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.

b. Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between
your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”

H. "Spirit that works in children of disobedience" (Eph 2:2). 
1. This is not an uncontrolled possession - but a willing submission by the host.

IV. Conclusion:
A. The devil and other angels were created by God as He created everything else. 
B. Angels were created without sin, but had freedom of choice & Sinned.  - Pride was the cause of the

fall
1. Those Choosing evil were cast down
2. Being allowed to work, Satan and his messengers seek to seduce men away from God through the

use of lies. 
C. Satan & His Angels Are The Arch-Enemies of The People of God – (Eph 6:10-18)
D. We Cannot Take Satan Lightly –

1. To Face Satan – We Must Be Equipped With God’s Armor –
2. Satan Is Limited!! ---- Do not over estimate or under estimate His Power
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