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MEN WHO HAD SECOND THOUGHTS

Introduction:
A. The aim of the lesson today is to better understand the importance of examining our conclusions on

any given subject and in some cases it is good for us to have second thoughts.
1. This is especially true when one considers his stand with God.
2. It does not hurt to examine oneself over and over again to be sure that we are walking as we

ought to .
B. As one examines himself one can clearly see that first thoughts are not always the best thoughts to

pursue.
1. Our intellect and our emotions help make up what we do think.
2. Sometimes our first thoughts would be the best choice, however, in c\many cases the initial

thought needs to be considered and laid aside that we many arrive at the best conclusion.
3. Someone has said that if you are angry, count to ten before you act.
4. In many cases we do all think and think again.

a. However, in religion many do not have second thoughts.
b. It is so easy to stay in the same old way, so many do not want to entertain second thoughts

about their relationship with God.
C. In today’s lesson we want to examine several men who had what seemed to be good first thoughts,

yet after seriously examining their situation and the evidences that were present, they all had second
thoughts.

D. As Christians we ought to learn from these examples and apply them to our own lives.

Body:
II. THE PRODIGAL SON --- Lessons from the Parable of the Lost Son - Luke 15:11-24 (All Scripture

references from KJV 1900) -
A. The son wanted to live it up on the wild side --- Luke 15:11-13 - 11 And he said, A certain man had

two sons: 12 And the younger of them said to his father, Father, give me the portion of goods that
falleth to me. And he divided unto them his living. 13 And not many days after the younger son
gathered all together, and took his journey into a far country, and there wasted his substance with
riotous living. 

B. Soon his riches failed him --- Luke 15:14-16 - 14 And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty
famine in that land; and he began to be in want. 15 And he went and joined himself to a citizen of
that country; and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would fain have filled his belly
with the husks that the swine did eat: and no man gave unto him. 

C. He was forced to rethink what he should be doing.
1. One thing made sense at one particular time but now it did not make any sense at all.
2. The second thought led to the only sensible thing that he was to do:

a. Return to his father --- Luke 15:17-20 - 17 And when he came to himself, he said, How
many hired servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father, I have sinned against
heaven, and before thee, 19 And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me as one
of thy hired servants. 20 And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was yet a great
way off, his father saw him, and had compassion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed
him. 

b. Many will not do this because of fear of been seen as a failure.
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(1) Pride stands in their way of doing what is right and good.
D. Closer examination of his situation led him to see the consequences of what he had done.

1. He could see he had made mistakes.
2. He could see that he was wrong.

E. He now wanted to do what was right, so he acknowledged his error --- Luke 15:21-24 - 21 And the
son said unto him, Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to
be called thy son. 22 But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best robe, and put it on him;
and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet: 23 And bring hither the fatted calf, and kill it; and
let us eat, and be merry: 24 For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.
And they began to be merry.
1. He did not try to justify his actions, nor did he return with a proud and haughty spirit but rather

with one that was clothed in the cloak of humility.

III.  THE REBELLIOUS SON --- A Lesson from the Parable of the two Sons - Matthew 21:28–32
(KJV 1900)
A. This is a similar situation as we found in the parable we have just studied.

1. This son refused to obey his father --- he rebelled --- Matthew 21:28-29a.- 28 But what think
ye? A certain man had two sons; and he came to the first, and said, Son, go work to day in my
vineyard. 29 He answered and said, I will not: 

B. Some today have this very spirit in themselves, they refuse outrightly to obey God in all things. ---
cf. Acts 2:38, 41a.

C. Yet after a closer examination once again the rebellious son had second thoughts --- Matthew
21:29b. - but afterward he repented, and went. 30 And he came to the second, and said likewise. And
he answered and said, I go, sir: and went not. 31 Whether of them twain did the will of his father?
They say unto him, The first. Jesus saith unto them, Verily I say unto you, That the publicans and
the harlots go into the kingdom of God before you. 32 For John came unto you in the way of
righteousness, and ye believed him not: but the publicans and the harlots believed him: and ye, when
ye had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye might believe him.
1. This shows that it is never to late to re-examine our decisions and to change what we may have

at first thought was a good choice.
D. All people who have not made their lives right with God need to have second thoughts about their

eternal destiny --- Acts 3:19
1. Acts 3:19 (KJV 1900) - 19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord;

IV. PAUL --- THE APOSTLE BORN OUT OF SEASON - Acts 9:1–19 (KJV 1900)
A. Paul was earlier called Saul and he was blinded to the truth as were many of the religious leaders at

that time --- cf. Acts 7:58 (KJV 1900) - 58 And cast him out of the city, and stoned him: and the
witnesses laid down their clothes at a young man’s feet, whose name was Saul.
1. Acts 9:1-2 - And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the

Lord, went unto the high priest, 2 And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that
if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto
Jerusalem. 

B. It took the physical presence of the risen Saviour and the physical blindness that he experienced on
the road to Damascus that opened his Spiritual eyes that he may see and accept the truth of God's
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Word --- Acts 9:8, 12. 
1. 8 And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led

him by the hand, and brought him into Damascus. 
2. 12 And hath seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in, and putting his hand on him, that

he might receive his sight. 
C. When Paul's physical eyes were opened; --- cf. Acts 9:18a his heart was opened to the truth --- cf.

Acts 9:18b.
1. 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes as it had been scales: and he received sight

forthwith, and arose, and was baptized. 
2. Paul had second thoughts and he did much good for the cause of Christ --- Acts 26:9; 1 Timothy

1:15.
a. Acts 26:9 (KJV 1900) - 9 I verily thought with myself, that I ought to do many things

contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth.
b. 1 Timothy 1:15 (KJV 1900) - 15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.

V. NAAMAN --- Lessons from a Gentile: 2 Kings 5:1–14 (KJV 1900)
A. Naaman was angry at the prophet of God's remedy for his leprosy and chose the wrong way to get

rid of it --- cf. 2 Kings 5:9-11. - 9 So Naaman came with his horses and with his chariot, and stood
at the door of the house of Elisha. 10 And Elisha sent a messenger unto him, saying, Go and wash
in Jordan seven times, and thy flesh shall come again to thee, and thou shalt be clean. 11 But
Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought, He will surely come out to me, and
stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and strike his hand over the place, and recover
the leper. 
1. In 2 Kings 5:12 we see that he received nothing.

a. 12 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may
I not wash in them, and be clean? So he turned and went away in a rage. 

B. In 2 Kings 5:13 he had second thoughts:13 And his servants came near, and spake unto him, and
said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not have done it? how
much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean? 
1. He decided to do the right thing --- 2 Kings 5:14a - 14 Then went he down, and dipped himself

seven times in Jordan, 
2. This action benefitted him greatly --- 2 Kings 5:14b.- according to the saying of the man of God:

and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.
C. In many cases it would be good for each one of us to examine ourselves and have second thoughts

about our service to God.

VI. JONAH --- Lessons from a runner 
A. Jonah tried to run from God --- he went the wrong way to try to get out of doing what God demanded

of him --- Jonah 1:1-3 - Now the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,
2 Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.
3 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord, and went down to Joppa;
and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with
them unto Tarshish from the presence of the Lord.

B. Jonah got into trouble by his first thoughts of actions.
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1. He suffered the punishments for his actions --- Jonah 1:4,15,17
a. 4 But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea,

so that the ship was like to be broken. 
b. Jonah 1:17 (KJV 1900) - 17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jonah.

And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
C. In the belly of the great fish Jonah had second thoughts — Jonah 2:1,7,10

1. Then Jonah prayed unto the LORD his God out of the fish’s belly, 2 And said, I cried by reason
of mine affliction unto the LORD, and he heard me; out of the belly of hell cried I, and thou
heardest my voice.

2. 7 When my soul fainted within me I remembered the LORD: And my prayer came in unto thee,
into thine holy temple.

3. 8 10 And the LORD spake unto the fish, and it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land.
4. His situation certainly aided in his ability to stop and reconsider.

D. Then as we see in Jonah 3:1-3a he decided to do the right thing.
1. Jonah 3:1–3 (KJV 1900) - And the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the second time, saying,

2 Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee. 3 So
Jonah arose, and went unto Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an
exceeding great city of three days’ journey.

VII. DAVID --- Lessons from a man after God's own Heart. - 2 Samuel 11:1–13 (KJV 1900)
A. This was a man, the King of Israel who loved God and gave his all to the service of God, yet still was

able to go wrong --- 2 Sam. 11:3-4a, 5
1. 3 And David sent and inquired after the woman. And one said, Is not this Bath-sheba, the

daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite? 4 And David sent messengers, and took her; and
she came in unto him, and he lay with her; for she was purified from her uncleanness: and she
returned unto her house. 5 And the woman conceived, and sent and told David, and said, I am
with child.

B. He did wrong --- by making a bad decision then compounded this by trying to cover up the fact ---
2 Sam. 11:15 - 15 And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the forefront of the hottest
battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and die.
1. With many today this is the case in abortion.
2. Abortion is the end result of many trying to cover up the same of being immoral.

C. David reaped grim consequences because of his firsts thoughts --- 2 Sam. 12:15,19
1. 2 Samuel 12:15 (KJV 1900) - 15 And Nathan departed unto his house. And the LORD struck

the child that Uriah’s wife bare unto David, and it was very sick.
2. 2 Samuel 12:19 (KJV 1900) - 19 But when David saw that his servants whispered, David

perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? And
they said, He is dead.

D. Yet, despite this David had second thoughts --- Psa. 51:3b. 3- For I acknowledge my transgressions:
      And my sin is ever before me.

1. He made things right with God --- Psa. 32:5 -5 - I acknowledged my sin unto thee, And mine
iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; And thou
forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah.

2. Many today need to have the heart of David and return to God instead of trying to cover up the
wrongs in their lives.
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VIII. Conclusion:
A. Finally, in most, if not in every one of these cases, there was some bad consequence that was faced

before they had second thoughts.
B. Thus, there is good in many bad ordeals that we face.

1. These ordeals led these men to make their lives right with God.
2. What is it going to take for you to get your life right with God?

C. Let us benefit from these men's experiences.

Original Outline and Idea --- Author Unknown - Re-worked as my own --- John Cripps


