
Rising Above Minimal Service to God - 1 Chron. 16:7-36
Intro:

A. Many want to just SQUEAK by in their service to God!!
B. BUT!

1. God does NOT Accept minimal effort and service – Matt 25:14-30
a. Matthew 25:14-30 ---- 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far country, who

called his own servants and delivered his goods to them.15 “And to one he gave five talents, to
another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and immediately he went on
a journey.16 “Then he who had received the five talents went and traded with them, and made
another five talents.17 “And likewise he who had received two gained two more also.18 “But he
who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money.19 “After a long time
the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them.20 “So he who had received five
talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look,
I have gained five more talents besides them.’21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and
faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
into the joy of your lord.’22 “He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’23 “His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’24 “Then he who had received the one
talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and
gathering where you have not scattered seed.25 ‘And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in
the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You
wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not
scattered seed.27 ‘So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming
I would have received back my own with interest.28 ‘Therefore take the talent from him, and give
it to him who has ten talents.29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have
abundance; but from him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.30 ‘And cast
the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

C. What are some things we CAN do to rise above mediocrity? 
1. There are eight verses that I want to examine by looking at the idea of “Abounding”:  1 Cor. 15:58;

Phili. 1:9; 4:17; Col 2:7; 1Thes 3:12; 4:1; 2Thes 1:3; Tit. 2:14 
a. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
b. Philippians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in

knowledge and all discernment,
c. Philippians 4:17 (NKJV) — 17 Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that abounds to your

account.
d. Colossians 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have

been taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving.
e. 1 Thessalonians 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to

one another and to all, just as we do to you,
f. 1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that

you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to
please God;

g. 2 Thessalonians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is
fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward
each other,

h. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
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deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

II. We Are To Abound In Love - God does NOT Accept minimal effort and service 
A. Philip. 1:9 (NKJV) ---- And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in knowledge

and all discernment, 
1. Love grows with knowledge and discernment.

B. 1 Thess. 3:12 (NKJV)  ---- And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another
and to all, just as we do to you, 

1. Our first priority is to demonstrate our love to each other - because without this the world will never
be attracted to the Lord.

C. 2 Thess. 1:3 (NKJV)  ---- We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because
your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 

1. Note once again the importance of our love towards each other and the relationship it has to our
faith.  As our faith grows so then does our love.

D. Let Us ALL Rise Above Minimal Service And Give Our ALL To Christ!!

III. We Are To Abound In Obedience 
A. Col. 2:6-7 (NKJV) As you have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, [7] rooted

and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with
thanksgiving. 

1. Obedience is more than just following a few simple commands.  Obedience is needed in all things
because once the root of dis-obedience has taken hold in our hearts destruction is shortly on its heels.

B. 1 Thes. 4:1 (NKJV) Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord Jesus that you should
abound more and more, just as you received from us how you ought to walk and to please God; 

1. Note one who becomes a Christians just does not stand in the same spot.  Growth and maturity is
essential to well-being.

C. 2 Cor. 8:3-7 (NKJV) [3] . . according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely
willing, . . . [5] And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to
us by the will of God. . 

1. Notice that the praise here is that they did not just give a minimal aspect of themselves they gave 
it their all.

D. 2 Cor. 8:3-7 (NKJV) [7] But as you abound in everything--in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all
diligence, and in your love for us--see that you abound in this grace also. 

1. Tho, we are dealing with three specifics we need to realize that we are to abound in everything.
E. Let Us ALL Rise Above Minimal Service And Give Our ALL To Christ!!

IV. We Are To Abound In Service
A. 1 Cor. 15:58 (NKJV)  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding

in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
1. Where am I when there is work to be done in the Kingdom?
2. Am I too busy to help?

a. To busy to give of self?
b. To busy to show my love for others souls?
c. To busy for bible study ect?

B. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and
purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. 

1. Think about Christ and what He did for us!
2. We did not deserve this!
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C. Let Us ALL Rise Above Minimal Service And Give Our ALL To Christ!!

V. Conclusion:
A.  1 Chron. 16:7-35 - 7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his

brethren, to thank the LORD:
1. 8 Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! 9

Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! 10 Glory in His holy name; Let
the hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD! 11 Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face
evermore! 12 Remember His marvelous works which He has done,  His wonders, and the judgments
of His mouth, 13 O seed of Israel His servant, You children of Jacob, His chosen ones! 14 He is the
LORD our God; His judgments are in all the earth. 15 Remember His covenant forever, The word
which He commanded, for a thousand generations, 16 The covenant which He made with Abraham,
And His oath to Isaac, 17 And confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, To Israel for an everlasting
covenant, 18 Saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan  As the allotment of your inheritance,”
19 When you were few in number, Indeed very few, and strangers in it.20 When they went from one
nation to another, And from one kingdom to another people, 21 He permitted no man to do them
wrong; Yes, He rebuked kings for their sakes, 22 Saying, “Do not touch My anointed ones, And do
My prophets no harm.” 23 Sing to the LORD, all the earth; Proclaim the good news of His salvation
from day to day. 24 Declare His glory among the nations, His wonders among all peoples. 25 For
the LORD is great and greatly to be praised; He is also to be feared above all gods. 26 For all the gods
of the peoples are idols, But the LORD made the heavens. 27 Honor and majesty are before Him;
Strength and gladness are in His place. 28 Give to the LORD, O families of the peoples, Give to the
LORD glory and strength. 29 Give to the LORD the glory due His name; Bring an offering, and come
before Him. Oh, worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness! 30 Tremble before Him, all the earth.
The world also is firmly established, It shall not be moved. 31 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the
earth be glad; And let them say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” 32 Let the sea roar, and all
its fullness;  Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it. 33 Then the trees of the woods shall rejoice
before the LORD, For He is coming to judge the earth. 34 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is
good!  For His mercy endures forever. 35 And say, “Save us, O God of our salvation; Gather us
together, and deliver us from the Gentiles, To give thanks to Your holy name, To triumph in Your
praise.”

B. In this reading we see to rise above minimal service we must:
1. Seek God – (8-13)
2. Submit To God – (14-19)
3. Trust God – (20-24)
4. Respect God – (25-27)
5. Worship God – (28-30)
6. Rejoice In God – (31-33)
7. Give Thanks To God – (34,35)

C. We have control over our belief’s, attitudes, and actions!!
1. Our effort to “abound” in the things God has given us to do is directly related to our love, (or lack

thereof) for Him, (1 John 5:2)!
2. The amount of success and growth achieved is related to the combined, cooperative efforts of those

who seek to excel!
D. Let us ALL determine to rise above “minimal” service and ABOUND in our work for the Lord!! (2

Pt. 1:5-10; 2 Cor. 15:58)
1. 2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith

virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
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perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For if
these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has
forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to
make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

a. 2 Corinthians 13 (NKJV) — 1 This will be the third time I am coming to you. “By the mouth of
two or three witnesses every word shall be established.” 2 I have told you before, and foretell as
if I were present the second time, and now being absent I write to those who have sinned before,
and to all the rest, that if I come again I will not spare—3 since you seek a proof of Christ speaking
in me, who is not weak toward you, but mighty in you. 4 For though He was crucified in weakness,
yet He lives by the power of God. For we also are weak in Him, but we shall live with Him by the
power of God toward you. 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test
yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified. 6 But I trust that you will know that we are not disqualified. 7 Now I pray to God that
you do no evil, not that we should appear approved, but that you should do what is honorable,
though we may seem disqualified. 8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth. 9
For we are glad when we are weak and you are strong. And this also we pray, that you may be
made complete. 10 Therefore I write these things being absent, lest being present I should use
sharpness, according to the authority which the Lord has given me for edification and not for
destruction. 11 Finally, brethren, farewell. Become complete. Be of good comfort, be of one mind,
live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another with a holy
kiss. 13 All the saints greet you. 14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.

2. Have you ever yielded yourself to God, to serve Him from the heart? (Rom 6:16-18)
a. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to

obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience
leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set
free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

3. Have you yielded to the temptation of minimal service? (Mat 25:14-30) 
a. See Intro reding
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