
I Hate Every False Way Psalms 119:104

 Introduction:
A. In the Old Testament, the book of Psalms can become a practical and penetrating

companion for Christians.
1. There are so many themes and concepts set forth in the Psalms which cross

dispensational boundaries and find application today. 
2. And one such theme is - our attitude of delight in the law of God. 
3. This is set forth in the opening statement, in the first Psalm . . . Blessed is the man

Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the path of sinners, Nor
sits in the seat of the scornful; But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in
His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers of
water, That brings forth its fruit in its season, Whose leaf also shall not wither; And
whatever he does shall prosper. (Psa. 1:1-3, NKJV). 

4. Now . . . 
a. What does it mean - to walk not in the counsel of the ungodly? As you continue

to read and study through the Psalms, you discover what it means to walk not
in the counsel of the ungodly. 

b. What does it mean - to delight in the law of the Lord? Again, as you continue
to read and study through the Psalms, you learn what it means to DELIGHT IN
THE LAW OF THE LORD . . . 
(1)  For instance - you eventually come to Psalms 119 --- 176 verses which

function as a commentary on what it means to delight in the law of the
Lord . . and in one verse, it says this: "Through Your precepts I get
understanding; Therefore I hate every false way." (Psa. 119:104, NKJV).

(2) That's Psalms 119:104 --- listen again: "Through your precepts, I get
understanding . . . therefore I hate every false way!" 

(a) At first this may seem strange - because the child of God is to be
characterized by love.

(b) God is love. 
i) We are to love God and love Jesus, and love our fellow man. 
ii) Love is so essential and vital - it may seem strange, this verse requires

HATE. 
(c) It says - as we gain understanding from the precepts of the Lord and

take delight in His law, one product of that is - we HATE EVERY
FALSE WAY. 

B. But let us remember - God hates every false way . . . Prov. 6:16-19. 
1. Prov. 8:13 declares - "the fear of the Lord is to hate evil," and Psalms 97:10 says:

"you who love the Lord, hate evil." 
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C. In the New Testament - the members of the church at Ephesus were commended
because they hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans (Rev. 2:6). 
1. So - this hatred of evil; this hatred of every false way is perfectly in harmony with

the nature and ways of God . . and does not interfer with the principle of love at all. 
2. In fact - my love for God and His Word will produce this healthy hatred of evil ....

let's study.

II. Hate Every False Way Because . . . I LOVE GOD. 
A. Because of my love for God, I hate every false way. 
B. In the Old Testament - there is the book of Deuteronomy - and it seems to me, the gist

of the book is summarized in Deut. 6:4,5 . . . "Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the
LORD is one! "You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your
soul, and with all your strength." (Deut. 6:4,5, NKJV). 
1. Moses, in Deuteronomy, tells the people of Israel about their God, and urges them

to respond to Him. 
2. God's gracious, wise and righteous dealings with the nation of Israel & His pledges

and promises regarding their future - - Moses writes about this to God's people,
urging them to respond to Jehovah. 

3. Over and over, Moses specifies what that response to God ought to be . . . 
a. Deut. 7:9 "Therefore know that the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful

God who keeps covenant and mercy for a thousand generations with those who
love Him and keep His commandments; (Deut. 7:9, NKJV). 

b. Deut. 10:12 "And now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require of you,
but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to
serve the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul, (Deut.
10:12, NKJV). 

c. Deut. 11:1,13,22 "Therefore you shall love the LORD your God, and keep His
charge, His statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always. (Deut.
11:1, NKJV). `And it shall be that if you earnestly obey My commandments
which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and serve Him with
all your heart and with all your soul, (Deut. 11:13, NKJV). "For if you carefully
keep all these commandments which I command you to do--to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to Him-- (Deut. 11:22,
NKJV). 

d. Deut. 13:3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of
dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul. (Deut. 13:3, NKJV). 

e. Deut. 19:9 "and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I
command you today, to love the LORD your God and to walk always in His
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ways, then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three,
(Deut. 19:9, NKJV). 

f. Deut. 30:16,20 "in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to
walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His
judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless
you in the land which you go to possess. (Deut. 30:16, NKJV). "that you may
love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling
to Him, for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell
in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, to give them." (Deut. 30:20, NKJV). 

4. This is so clear and simple . . yet so urgent: God loves us . . He has been good to
us . . He promises to care for us and bless us . . OUR RESPONSE SHOULD BE,
TO LOVE HIM, OBEY HIM . . REFUSE TO LISTEN TO DREAMERS AND
FALSE TEACHERS - and to hate every false way! 

C. Jesus, in Matt. 22, quotes from Moses in this regard . . . this is Matt. 22:37 - Jesus
said, "..You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind." (Matt. 22:37, NKJV). 
1. If I have this love for God - I will not and I can not be indifferent to anything that

is hostile to God and His Word. 
2. If I have this depth of affection for God - I will not appreciate and will not be able

to countenance any teaching that is contrary to the ways of God. 
3. If I love Him, with all my heart and soul and mind - I will hate every false way;

whether it is some wrong attitude, behavior that is sinful, or a false doctrine, I
WILL NOT BE FRIENDLY TOWARD ANYTHING JUDGED FALSE, by the
standards of the Creator. 

D. I hate every false way because I LOVE GOD! [But I also hate every false way
because . . . ] 

III. Because  - I LOVE SOULS. 
A.  Please listen and consider this as seriously and soberly as your mind is able - -

Accountable human beings who have not obeyed the gospel of Christ are lost; and
if they die in that condition, they are doomed to eternal punishment! 

1. That is not a pleasant thought; it is not the popular religious idea . . but it is the
truth. 

2. Accountable human beings who have not obeyed the gospel of Christ are lost; and
if they die in that lost condition, separated from God . . . they are doomed to eternal
punishment. 

3. Jesus said - " . . . I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father
except through Me." (John 14:6, NKJV). 
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4. 2 Thess. 1:8,9 is so plain, and cannot be contradicted - - it says, those who "do not
obey the gospel . . . shall be punished with everlasting" punishment! 

5. So, as unpleasant and as unpopular as the thought may be - this is what God tells
us: Accountable human beings who have not obeyed the gospel of Christ are lost;
and if they die in that lost condition, separated from God . . . they are doomed to
eternal punishment. (following suggested by Jack Holt) 
a. When you walk through the mall, and you see all those people - those who have

not obeyed the gospel are lost! 
b. When you watch a football game on Monday or Sunday - and the camera pans

over thousands of people . . . those who are not Christians are lost. 
c. The people you know; your friends, associates and family members . . . those

who have not obeyed the gospel are lost. 
d. Those who have been baptized - but have gone back into the arms of Satan, they

are lost!!
6. Do we realize how horrible this is? When we think about these things - are we

really bothered?
7. People - without Christ - are lost! 

B. People are involved in disobedience; living lives of sin, serving the world and the
devil - and many have been deceived by some false way! 
1. If my concern and love for people is real and active - I hate every false way.
2. I hate every false way because I LOVE SOULS . . and souls are lost because of ...

. the false ways of the devil. 

IV. I hate every false way because . . . - I LOVE TRUTH. 
A. Jesus came to bear witness to and reveal truth; He came "full of grace and truth,"

and He said, "I am the way, the truth and the life," (Jno. 1:14; 14:6). 
1. Jesus said, in Jno. 8:32, the truth sets us free. 

B. If I love God and I love souls - I will love God's truth . . and be so completely
dedicated to the truth of God, I will hate every false way! 

C. Refer with me to Second Thessalonians chapter two.
1. Paul wrote to a church troubled by various speculations and ideas of men concering

the Lord's second coming. 
2. The apostle Paul said, in verse 2 - - Do not "be soon shaken in mind or troubled,

either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ
had come." 

3. Paul went on to tell them - - the day of the Lord will not come, until sometime after
a great apostasy or "falling away." 

4. 2 Thess. 2:3-10 . . . Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not
come unless the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
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perdition, who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called God or that is
worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing himself that he is
God. Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things?
And now you know what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time.
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only He who now restrains will
do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the
working of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all
unrighteous deception among those who perish, because they did not receive the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. (2 Thess. 2:3-10, NKJV). 

D. Did you hear that?? - - regarding those who would be lead astray by lying wonders
and deception, PAUL SAID - they did not receive the love of the truth, that they
might be saved! 

1. They didn't love the truth - and this made them weak and vulnerable to the lying
wonders and deception that was part of this evil influence. 

2. Based on this - I believe it can be affirmed, If you do not love the truth, you cannot
be saved!!

E. It is unpleasant to expose false teaching; God's faithful people - who must convict
gainsayers and rebuke false teachers TAKE NO DELIGHT IN THAT WORK, and are
usually criticized. 
1. But if you love God's truth - you hate every false way! 
2. Sometimes, there is a kind of love that is promoted that isn't biblical. 

a. There is, sometimes, a kind or form of love that is nothing but blind
sentimentality and subjective emotionalism. 

b. This spirit seeks to avoid all debate and controversy - with a free-floating spirit
of radical autonomy ... where anything goes; everything is all right; and nothing
should be labeled as wrong or error. 

3. You find no such spirit in the New Testament! 
a. Jesus rebuked the errors of the scribes and Pharisees - HE LOVED THE

TRUTH. 
b. Paul named and exposed false teachers and he explained why various systems

were unworthy of belief - HE LOVED THE TRUTH. 
c. John spoke plainly of the ANTI-CHRIST, and warned about false prophets - HE

LOVED THE TRUTH. 
d. Jude said, "earnestly contend for the faith," and that we must do - because ... we

love the truth - therefore WE HATE EVERY FALSE WAY. [Likewise, I hate
every false way because . . . ] 
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V. - I LOVE MY SAVIOR. 
A. There is an eminently simple connection here. 

1. You may never read about this in a commentary or a theological book. 
2. In religious seminaries and academic settings - this may not receive much attention.

3. But there is this eminently simple connection --> If I love Jesus Christ; if I really
and deeply love Jesus Christ, I will be respectful and loyal to His teaching! 

4. And If I love my Savior and I love His teaching - I will not have a favorable or
friendly attitude toward contary teachings; I cannot countenance or embrace
anything contrary to what my Savior said. 

5. As I said - that's an eminently simple connection that does not require a lengthy,
scholarly process of thought. 

6. If I love Jesus, I will respect and be loyal to His teaching - - and refuse to accept
anything contrary to what He said. 

7. I will hate every false way - because I love my Savior! 
B. Jesus said: "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.

And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him." (John 14:21, NKJV). 
1. Likewise, in Jno. 14:24 - "He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and

the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father's who sent Me." 
2. In the light of these statements - it is implausible for someone to say: "I really love

Jesus, but I don't like His commandments and will not obey them." 
3. It is preposterous and unbelievable to confess and affirm your loyalty to Jesus -

while remaining indifferent or hostile to the teachings of the New Testament. 
4. "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me ..." 

C. I hate every false way because - I Love God I Love those who are lost I love the truth
of God I love my Savior ... 

VI. AND - - > I hate every false way because, I REFUSE TO COOPERATE WITH THE
DEVIL. 

A. The devil's cause is served - when I take an indifferent attitude toward the teachings
of the New Testament. 

1. It helps him convince others that truth is irrelevant. 
2. When I take an indifferent attitude toward what Jesus and the apostles taught - -

that indifference plays right into the hands of the devil and his cause. 
3. If my view is: "I want Jesus, but I do not what His teachings," the devil is pleased

to have that kind of cooperation; it plays into his hands. 
4. If my position is: "I love Jesus, but I don't care about His commandments, . . . in

the first place - I deny the love I claim . . . in the second place - I really help the
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devil out!! 
B. Paul wants every Christian to know - we must put on our armor, and take up our sword

. . . and go to war against the devil! 
1. IT IS NOT ENOUGH, to just say that we love Jesus. 
2. IT IS NOT ENOUGH, to attend a few services each week. 
3. IT IS NOT ENOUGH, to talk and argue about religion. 
4. As a child of God - I am a soldier in the Lord's army, and I must be on the frontline,

not the sideline! 
5. Paul wants every Christian to know, we must use the armor God gave us and take

up a position AGAINST THE DEVIL. 
6. Eph. 6:10-17. 

C. Are you wearing this armor? 
1. Are you standing your ground? 
2. Are you standing AGAINST THE WILES OF THE DEVIL? 
3. Do you hate every false way? 

D. Instead of cooperating with the devil - James 4:7 says, "Resist the devil!" 

VII. Conclusion:
A. We must HATE EVERY FALSE WAY - - every sinful attitude . . . every

transgression of God's law . . . every kind of behavior that does not have His
approval . . . every false doctrine . . . every religious practice not approved by God
. . . HATE EVERY FALSE WAY. 

B. Love the sinner . . . Love the lost souls who live apart from God - - BUT HATE
EVERY FALSE WAY . . 
1.  Because - you love God; you love souls; you love the truth; you love your Savior,

and you have decided - you will not in any way, cooperate with the devil! 
2. Psalms 119:104 - - "Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate

every false way." 
C. DO YOU LOVE GOD? 

1. Do you love His Word, His Son and His promises? 
2. Have you really decided to resist the devil? 
3. Jesus said - - "He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves

Me ..." 
D. This invitation is extended to those who Love Jesus, and want to do what He says

. . . 
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