
THE PATH TO SUCCESS - HOW TO BE SUCCESSFUL AS A CHRISTIAN!
Proverbs 3:1-12

Introduction:
A. We live in a world that views success as material possessions (what we have and what we have

gained) however, as a child of God we measure “well-being” and success on a different standard.
B. This morning we want to examine - Proverbs 3:1-12 and look at the wisdom found in the writings

of Solomon to gain insight as to God’s measurement of success.
C. What we are looking at is the “Character of Wisdom” - as Christians this is something that not only

applies to our daily walk with Christ but in our everyday walk in life.   This chapter reveals:
1. The Encouragement to pursue the teaching of the Father (vv. 1-4) 1 My son, do not forget my law,

But let your heart keep my commands; 2 For length of days and long life And peace they will add
to you. 3 Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the
tablet of your heart, 4 And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God and man. 

2. Our Trust in God and not our own understanding (vv. 5-6), 5 Trust in the LORD with all your
heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He
shall direct your paths. 

3. The importance to Fear God and not be wise in our own eyes (vv. 7-8), 7 Do not be wise in your
own eyes; Fear the LORD and depart from evil. 8 It will be health to your flesh, And strength to
your bones. 

4. How we should Honor God and not fail to give to Him first (vv. 9-10)  9 Honor the LORD with
your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with
plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine. 

5. And how to appreciate God and not misunderstand His discipline (vv. 11-12). —11 My son, do
not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor detest His correction; 12 For whom the LORD loves
He corrects, Just as a father the son in whom he delights.

D. Having all of these - there is a need for:
1. Loyalty – Love & Integrity –
2. Faith –  Humility – 
3. Gratitude and Meekness -

E. Let us take a brief look at each of these:

II. Loyalty:
A. Requirements:

1. Implies the need for continuance – John 14:21-24; Jam. 1:25; Acts 2:42; 1 Tim 4:16 
a. John 14:21–24 (NKJV) — 21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who

loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is it that You will manifest
Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our
home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you
hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me.

b. James 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it,
and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

c. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

d. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

2. All obedience MUST be from the heart – Rom. 6:16-18; Eph 6:6; Col. 3:23
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a. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves
to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin,
yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having
been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

b. Ephesians 6:6 (NKJV) — 6 not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ,
doing the will of God from the heart,

c. Colossians 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to
men,

B. Blessings:
1. Prolonging of Life – (John 3:16; 4:10; 9:11; 10:27; Eph 6:3)

a. John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

b. John 4:10 (NKJV) — 10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who
it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.”

c. John 9:11 (NKJV) — 11 He answered and said, “A Man called Jesus made clay and anointed
my eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So I went and washed, and I
received sight.”

d. John 10:27 (NKJV) — 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
e. Ephesians 6:3 (NKJV) — 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”

2. Better quality of life –happiness & enjoyment - (Psa 30:5; Jno 10:10)
a. Psalm 30:5 (NKJV) — 5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may

endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning.
b. John 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.

I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
3. Shalom, - prosperity; health, & abundance. (Rom 14:17)

a. Romans 14:17 (NKJV) — 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

4. To keep God’s commandments provides the best quality of life here and now – And the promise
of eternal life which is to come! – (Rom 2:7)

a. Romans 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek
for glory, honor, and immortality;

III. Love and Integrity:
A. Requirements:

1. Mercy – i.e. love, – Mat 5:45-48; Luke 6:35,36; Col. 3:12,13
(a) Matthew 5:45–48 (NKJV) — 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He

makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
46 For if you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors
do the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do
not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father in
heaven is perfect.

b. Luke 6:35 (NKJV) — 35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in
return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to
the unthankful and evil.

(1) Luke 6:36 (NKJV) — 36 Therefore be merciful, just as your Father also is merciful.
c. Colossians 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender

mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering;
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(1) Colossians 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone
has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

2. Truth – “a standing to one's promises, and not falsifying just expectations; thus fidelity.” (Keil
&Deiledge) – 1 Cor. 4:2; 2 Tim 2:2

a. 1 Corinthians 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 Moreover it is required in stewards that one be found faithful.
b. 2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many

witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
3. Mercy & integrity should grace one’s life like a neck chain (Prov 3:22; 1:9;6:21; Mt 5:13-16)

a. Proverbs 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 So they will be life to your soul And grace to your neck.
b. Proverbs 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about

your neck.
c. Proverbs 6:21 (NKJV) — 21 Bind them continually upon your heart; Tie them around your

neck.
d. Matthew 5:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,

how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot
by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

4. To impress on the heart both virtues so that the things we do & say comes from within - (Jer
31:33; Heb 8:10).

a. Jeremiah 31:33 (NKJV) — 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

b. Hebrews 8:10 (NKJV) — 10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their hearts;
and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

B. Blessings:
1. Obtain grace – i.e. viewed favorably by both God and men. - (Luke 2:52; Rom 14:18)

a. Luke 2:52 (NKJV) — 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and
men.

b. Romans 14:18 (NKJV) — 18 For he who serves Christ in these things is acceptable to God and
approved by men.

2. Viewed as competent and worthy of honor, - has a good reputation before God and men. (Prov
22:1; Luke 10:20)

a. Proverbs 22:1 (NKJV) — 1 A good name is to be chosen rather than great riches, Loving favor
rather than silver and gold.

b. Luke 10:20 (NKJV) — 20 Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you,
but rather rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”

IV. Faith:
A. Requirements:

1. Place your hope and confidence fully in God - (Num. 23:19; Titus 1:2; Heb 6:17,18)
a. Numbers 23:19 (NKJV) — 19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He

should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it
good?

b. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time
began,
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c. Hebrews 6:17 (NKJV) — 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of
promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath,

(1) Hebrews 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set
before us.

2. Your own under-standing will not support you! – (Prov 14:12; 28:26; Jer. 10:23; Rom 12:16;
1 Cor 4:6; 8:2)

a. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way
of death.

b. Proverbs 28:26 (NKJV) — 26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But whoever walks
wisely will be delivered.

c. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps.

d. Romans 12:16 (NKJV) — 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind
on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

e. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to
myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written,
that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

f. 1 Corinthians 8:2 (NKJV) — 2 And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing
yet as he ought to know.

3. Many trust God ONLY as long as His will and instructions make sense to them.  (2 King 5:11;
Mark 16:16; Acts 20:7; Col. 3:16; 1 Cor. 1:18; Rom 14:17)

a. 2 Kings 5:11 (NKJV) — 11 But Naaman became furious, and went away and said, “Indeed, I
said to myself, ‘He will surely come out to me, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his
God, and wave his hand over the place, and heal the leprosy.’

(1) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

(2) Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.

(3) Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

(4) 1 Corinthians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

(5) Romans 14:17 (NKJV) — 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.

b. God’s ways are far above our ways! (Isa. 55:8-9; Rom 11:33-34; Rom 10:6-8)
(1) Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My

ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher
than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

(2) Romans 11:33–34 (NKJV) — 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 34
“For who has known the mind of the LORD? Or who has become His counselor?”

(3) Romans 10:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks in this way, “Do not say
in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down from above) 7
or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But
what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word
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of faith which we preach):
c. Therefore we should ALWAYS focus on God and His will in every aspect of our life – (Col.

3:17)
(1) Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
4. Too many think of God ONLY: 

a. When it is time to assemble with the church –
b. When we eat -
c. When tragedy strikes
d. After we get ourselves into trouble

B. Blessings:
1. God removes the obstacles, making a smooth path or way of life, - (Psalm 25:8; James 1:5)

a. Psalm 25:8 (NKJV) — 8 Good and upright is the LORD; Therefore He teaches sinners in the
way.

b. James 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

2. Those who follow wisdom have an easier, less problematic life (e.g., Prov 3:10, 16, 24-25). 
a. Proverbs 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will

overflow with new wine.
b. Proverbs 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Length of days is in her right hand, In her left hand riches and

honor.
c. Proverbs 3:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; Yes, you will lie

down and your sleep will be sweet. 25 Do not be afraid of sudden terror, Nor of trouble from the
wicked when it comes;

V. Humility:
A. Requirements:

1. Arrogance & Ego blinds people to both their faults & needs -  (Prov 14:16; 26:12; Is. 5:21; Rom
12:16; 1 Cor 3:18) 

a. Proverbs 14:16 (NKJV) — 16 A wise man fears and departs from evil, But a fool rages and is
self-confident.

b. Proverbs 26:12 (NKJV) — 12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for
a fool than for him.

c. Isaiah 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes, And prudent in their
own sight!

d. Romans 12:16 (NKJV) — 16 Be of the same mind toward one another. Do not set your mind
on high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.

e. 1 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) — 18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you seems to
be wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.

2. Reverence for God leads to repentance and righteousness. (Prov 1:7; Ecc 12:13; Acts 10:34,35)
a. Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools

despise wisdom and instruction.
b. Ecclesiastes 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and

keep His commandments, For this is man’s all.
c. Acts 10:34 (NKJV) — 34 Then Peter opened his mouth and said: “In truth I perceive that God

shows no partiality.
(1) Acts 10:35 (NKJV) — 35 But in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is

accepted by Him.
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B. Blessings:
1. Humility & reverence is as essential to spiritual life, “and to the continual growth in grace, as the

umbilical cord is to the life and growth of the fetus in the womb.” —Adam Clarke
2. “And marrow to thy bones.” (ASV) – 

a. What the marrow is to the support and strength of the bones, and the bones to  the body; -
reverent living for God is the support and strength of the soul.

VI. Gratitude:
A. Requirements:

1. As a way of expressing gratitude to God, Israel was commanded to honor the Lord with “the
firstfruits” of all one’s crops and gain (Ex 22:29; 23:19; 34:26; Deut. 18:4; 26:1-3, 9-11).

a. Exodus 22:29 (NKJV) — 29 “You shall not delay to offer the first of your ripe produce and your
juices. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me.

b. Exodus 23:19 (NKJV) — 19 The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring into the
house of the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

c. Exodus 34:26 (NKJV) — 26 “The first of the firstfruits of your land you shall bring to the house
of the LORD your God. You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”

d. Deuteronomy 18:4 (NKJV) — 4 The firstfruits of your grain and your new wine and your oil,
and the first of the fleece of your sheep, you shall give him.

e. Deuteronomy 26:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “And it shall be, when you come into the land which the
LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you possess it and dwell in it, 2 that you
shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground, which you shall bring from your land
that the LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go to the place where the
LORD your God chooses to make His name abide. 3 And you shall go to the one who is priest
in those days, and say to him, ‘I declare today to the LORD your God that I have come to the
country which the LORD swore to our fathers to give us.’

f. Deuteronomy 26:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 He has brought us to this place and has given us this land,
“a land flowing with milk and honey”; 10 and now, behold, I have brought the firstfruits of the
land which you, O LORD, have given me.’ “Then you shall set it before the LORD your God,
and worship before the LORD your God. 11 So you shall rejoice in every good thing which the
LORD your God has given to you and your house, you and the Levite and the stranger who is
among you.

2. We too must give to the Lord
a. With “love, liberality and thankfulness” - 2 Co 8:2-9; 9:11,12

(1) 2 Corinthians 8:2–9 (NKJV) — 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy
and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear witness that
according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing, 4 imploring
us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to
the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then
to us by the will of God. 6 So we urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also complete
this grace in you as well. 7 But as you abound in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,
in all diligence, and in your love for us—see that you abound in this grace also. 8 I speak not
by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of your love by the diligence of others. 9 For
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He
became poor, that you through His poverty might become rich.

(2) 2 Corinthians 9:11 (NKJV) — 11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality,
which causes thanksgiving through us to God.

(a) 2 Corinthians 9:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the administration of this service not only supplies

Page 6 of  8



the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many thanksgivings to God,
b. According to what we have” –“As we prosper” - 2 Co 8:12; 1 Cor 16:2

(1) 2 Corinthians 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted according
to what one has, and not according to what he does not have.

(2) 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) — 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay
something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

c. Whatever one can give “cheerfully” - 2 Co 9:7
(1) 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) — 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
B. Blessing:

1. Promotes more blessings – (2 Cor 9:6 Acts 20:35)
a. 2 Corinthians 9:6 (NKJV) — 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,

and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.
b. Acts 20:35 (NKJV) — 35 I have shown you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must

support the weak. And remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed
to give than to receive.’ ”

2. A godly life promotes temporal success but does NOT guarantee it!! 
3. We receive spiritual blessings - & more than enough. (Eph 1:3)

a. Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

VII. Meekness:
A. Requirements:

1. Do NOT “reject or take lightly” the Lord’s discipline, nor “loathe or abhor” His rebuke (Deut 8:5;
Job 5:17). 

a. Deuteronomy 8:5 (NKJV) — 5 You should know in your heart that as a man chastens his son,
so the LORD your God chastens you.

b. Job 5:17 (NKJV) — 17 “Behold, happy is the man whom God corrects; Therefore do not
despise the chastening of the Almighty.

2. Through teaching – testing – commanding – etc., God disciplines His children – (Heb 12:5,6)
a. Hebrews 12:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as

to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He
receives.”

b. Too many balk at His commands –
c. Too many wilt under trials –
d. Too many surrender to the world -
e. Too many reject His rebuke . . .

B. Blessings:
1. Matthew 5:5 - “Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.”

VIII. Conclusion:
A. The path to well-being is:

1. Encouragement to pursue his teaching (vv. 1-4) 
2. Trust in God and not own understanding (vv. 5-6), 
3. Fear God and not be wise in his own eyes (vv. 7-8), 
4. Honor God and not fail to give to Him (vv. 9-10) 
5. Appreciate God and do not misunderstand His discipline (vv. 11-12). 
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B. We need to have:
1. Loyalty – Love & Integrity –
2. Faith –  Humility – 
3. Gratitude and Meekness -

C. The question we must ask ourselves:
1. Am I on the right path?
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