
IS MEMBERSHIP IN A FAITHFUL CONGREGATION ESSENTIAL?
(Sins Involved - When We Wilfully Forsake - Heb 10:24-25)

Intro:
A. There are many ways to approach the subject of “wilful forsaking of the assembly”:

1. Looking and stressing the command - may be viewed as a obligation not a delight!
2. Stressing the exact sins involved - not just a simple single sin (which viewed from God’s

standpoint there is no simple single sin - James 1:13-15 (KJV 1900) - 13 Let no man say when
he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man: 14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
15 Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth
forth death.)

3. Or as I Propose today - one of examining what the church is and what the very Core Nature of
its work, function and relationship is.
a. It is easy to be swayed into thinking that the Lord’s Body is just like any other church, and

that not being a faithful member here in Winter Park, is not a big issue.
b. I believe that it is a big issue - bigger than you can imagine - for the very nature of the Lord’s

Body (His church) is not fully comprehended.
B.  Is It Necessary To Be A Member of a Local Congregation?

1. It is first necessary to define what we mean by the term “church” - used only in one of these two
ways in the NT scriptures:
a.  The church universal . . . the whole body of baptized believers, (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:41,47;

Eph. 4:4; 5:23; 1 Cor. 12:13; Rom. 6:3,4; Gal. 3:26,27) 18 times 
(1) Matthew 16:18 (KJV 1900) - 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon

this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
(2) Acts 2:41 (KJV 1900) - 41 Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and

the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls.
(3) Acts 2:47 (KJV 1900) - 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the

Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.
(4) Ephesians 4:4 (KJV 1900) - 4 There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called

in one hope of your calling;
(5) Ephesians 5:23 (KJV 1900) - 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ

is the head of the church: and he is the saviour of the body.
(6) 1 Corinthians 12:13 (KJV 1900) - 13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one

body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.

(7) Romans 6:3 (KJV 1900) - 3 Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus
Christ were baptized into his death?
(a) Romans 6:4 (KJV 1900) - 4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death:

that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.

(8) Galatians 3:26 (KJV 1900) - 26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus.
(a) Galatians 3:27 (KJV 1900) - 27 For as many of you as have been baptized into

Christ have put on Christ.
b. A local church . . . A congregation of those who belong to the Lord in a  particular locality

who have banded together to work and worship collectively in those things God would have
them to do. (Rom. 16:16; 1 Cor. 1:2; Phili 1:1; Acts 9:26). 92 times
(1) Romans 16:16 (KJV 1900) - 16 Salute one another with an holy kiss. The churches of
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Christ salute you.
(2) 1 Corinthians 1:2 (KJV 1900) - 2 Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them

that are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all that in every place call
upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

(3) Philippians 1:1 (KJV 1900) - PAUL and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all
the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

(4) Acts 9:26 (KJV 1900) - 26 And when Saul was come to Jerusalem, he assayed to join
himself to the disciples: but they were all afraid of him, and believed not that he was a
disciple.

2. The Christian, while added to the universal church by the Lord (Acts 2:41), should seek to join
himself to a local church like the apostle Paul did with the church in Jerusalem in Acts 9:26.
a. I want you to notice these two words - “Added” and “Join”

(1) You can not join the Universal church 
(2) But YOU MUST JOIN yourself to a local congregation (church)

b. Remembering that the church is the “Called OUT”.
(1) Not a particular religious term - it identifies who we are - Col 1:13
(2) It denotes we are different - Rom 12:1-2

C. As we continue with this study now - we are going to examine the essential nature of the Lord’s
Body the “church”
1. Every Christian needs to be identified with a local church. 
2. He/She should seek out a faithful group of the Lord's people and identify with them in order to

fulfill his/her share of the collective responsibilities.
3. Let us now Examine The Various Natures of this Body!

II. The Nature of the Lord’s Body - His church (I am not interested in what other churches are doing -
Im only interested in Book, Chapter and Verse of what the NT church did and was)
A. The Nature of Organization in the Lord’s church

1.  The church universal has no organization with which it can function. (Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18)
a. The Only Biblical organization we see is a HEAD/BODY (made up of individuals)

RELATIONSHIP
b. Each local congregation is an independent, autonomous, i.e., self-governing group with

elders, deacons (where qualified), & saints. (Acts 14:23; 20:17,28; Phil. 1:1; 1 Tim. 3:1-13;
Titus 1:5-9; 1 Pet. 5:2; Heb. 13:17)
(1) Acts 14:23 (KJV 1900)  - 23 And when they had ordained them elders in every church,

and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.
(a) Acts 20:17 (KJV 1900) - 17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the

elders of the church.
(b) Acts 20:28 (KJV 1900) - 28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock,

over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own blood.

(c) Philippians 1:1 (KJV 1900) - PAUL and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to
all the saints in Christ Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:

(d) 1 Timothy 3:1–13 (KJV 1900) - This is a true saying, If a man desire the office of
a bishop, he desireth a good work. 2 A bishop then must be blameless, the husband
of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach;
3 Not given to wine, no striker, not greedy of filthy lucre; but patient, not a brawler,
not covetous; 4 One that ruleth well his own house, having his children in subjection
with all gravity; 5 (For if a man know not how to rule his own house, how shall he
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take care of the church of God?) 6 Not a novice, lest being lifted up with pride he fall
into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover he must have a good report of them
which are without; lest he fall into reproach and the snare of the devil. 8 Likewise
must the deacons be grave, not doubletongued, not given to much wine, not greedy
of filthy lucre; 9 Holding the mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 10 And let
these also first be proved; then let them use the office of a deacon, being found
blameless. 11 Even so must their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all
things. 12 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife, ruling their children and their
own houses well. 13 For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to
themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.

(e) Titus 1:5–9 (KJV 1900) - 5 For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set
in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed
thee: 6 If any be blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful children not
accused of riot or unruly. 7 For a bishop must be blameless, as the steward of God;
not selfwilled, not soon angry, not given to wine, no striker, not given to filthy lucre;
8 But a lover of hospitality, a lover of good men, sober, just, holy, temperate;
9 Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by sound
doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.

(f) 1 Peter 5:2 (KJV 1900) - 2 Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the
oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready
mind;

(2) Hebrews 13:17 (NKJV) - Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do so with joy and
not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. 

2. There is a relationship between the overseers and the overseen.
a. Since the elders authority is limited to a local church, this relationship can only exist in a

local church.
b. When one “joins” himself to a local church, he places himself under the oversight of the

elders.
B. Next is the Nature of the Worship In The Lord’s church

1. It is true that we can worship God by ourselves in some ways . . . Whenever and wherever we
want . . . (John 4:21-24; Acts 10:9; 16:25)
a. John 4:21–24 (KJV 1900) - 21 Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh,

when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 Ye
worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But
the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and
in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 24 God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

b. Acts 10:9 (KJV 1900) - 9 On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto
the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:

c. Acts 16:25 (KJV 1900) - 5 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto
God: and the prisoners heard them.

2. But – NT Christians did and today MUST worship together regularly! (Acts 2:42-47; 4:23-31;
20:7; 1 Cor. 11:17,18; 16:1,2; Heb 10:24,25)
a. Acts 2:42–47 (KJV 1900) - 42 And they continued stedfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 And fear came upon every soul: and
many wonders and signs were done by the apostles. 44 And all that believed were together,
and had all things common; 45 And sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to all
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men, as every man had need. 46 And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of
heart, 47 Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily such as should be saved.

b. Acts 4:23–31 (KJV 1900) - 23 And being let go, they went to their own company, and
reported all that the chief priests and elders had said unto them. 24 And when they heard that,
they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: 25 Who by the mouth of thy
servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?
26 The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord,
and against his Christ. 27 For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast
anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were
gathered together, 28 For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to
be done. 29 And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with
all boldness they may speak thy word, 30 By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that
signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus. 31 And when they had
prayed, the place was shaken where they were assembled together; and they were all filled
with the Holy Ghost, and they spake the word of God with boldness.

c. Acts 20:7 (KJV 1900) - 7 And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came
together to break bread, Paul preached unto them, ready to depart on the morrow; and
continued his speech until midnight.

d. 1 Corinthians 11:17 (KJV 1900) - 17 Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you not,
that ye come together not for the better, but for the worse.
(1) 1 Corinthians 11:18 (KJV 1900) - 18 For first of all, when ye come together in the

church, I hear that there be divisions among you; and I partly believe it.
e. 1 Corinthians 16:1 (KJV 1900) - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have

given order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye.
(1) 1 Corinthians 16:2 (KJV 1900) - 2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of you

lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come.
f. Hebrews 10:24 (KJV 1900) - 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and

to good works:
(1) Hebrews 10:25 (KJV 1900) - 25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as

the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the
day approaching.

3. Aspects of the Worship:
a. Sing (Eph 5:19; Col. 3:16) 
b. Pray (Acts 12:5)
c. Lord’s Supper (Acts 20:7; I Cor. 11:18, 20, 23-29)
d. Teaching  - (Acts 20:7).
e. Giving (I Cor. 16:1, 2).
f. We are to assemble and offer mutual edification – this is a responsibility (Heb 10:23-25).

(1) Anytime we add to or take away from this we are sinning and are being disorderly for we
are not following the doctrine of Christ! - cf 2 John 9–11 (KJV 1900) - 9 Whosoever
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in
the doctrine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. 10 If there come any unto
you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into your house, neither bid him God
speed: 11 for he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.
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C. Our Next Focus is On the Nature of The Work that is to be Done by the Lord’s church
1. Evangelism – (Acts 11:19-26; 12:25-13:3) 

a. Acts 11:19–26 (KJV 1900) - 19 Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution
that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the
word to none but unto the Jews only. 20 And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,
which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus.
21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto
the Lord. 22 Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in
Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch. 23 Who, when
he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose
of heart they would cleave unto the Lord. 24 For he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 25 Then departed Barnabas
to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: 26 And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch.
And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught
much people. And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.

b. Acts 12:25–13:3 (KJV 1900) - 25 And Barnabas and Saul returned from Jerusalem, when
they had fulfilled their ministry, and took with them John, whose surname was Mark. 13
Now there were in the church that was at Antioch certain prophets and teachers; as Barnabas,
and Simeon that was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen, which had been
brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted,
the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called
them. 3 And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them
away.

2. Edification – (Eph. 4:16; 1 Thess. 1:3; Heb. 10:24)
a. Ephesians 4:16 (KJV 1900) - 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and

compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the
measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

b. 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (KJV 1900) - 3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and
labour of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our
Father;

c. Hebrews 10:24 (KJV 1900) - 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works:

3. Benevolence - (Acts 11:27-30)
a. Acts 11:27–30 (KJV 1900) - 27 And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto

Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the spirit that
there should be great dearth throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of
Claudius Caesar. 29 Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to
send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea: 30 Which also they did, and sent it to
the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.

4. These things imply the necessity of organization, & teamwork!!! (1 Cor. 12:27; Eph 4:11-16)
a. 1 Corinthians 12:27 (KJV 1900) - 27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in

particular.
(1) Ephesians 4:11–16 (KJV 1900) - 11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;

and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 12 For the perfecting of the saints,
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 13 Till we all come
in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man,
unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 14 That we henceforth be no
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the
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sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; 15 But
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even
Christ: 16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which
every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part,
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

b. No team has ever survived with players who just show up when they want to or when there
is a game!

c. Why is it any different in the church?
D. The Last Aspect is the Nature of the RELATIONSHIP we have within the Lord’s church.

1. As a member of the church the Christian is a part of the family of God (1 Tim. 3:15).
a. 1 Timothy 3:15 (KJV 1900) - 15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou

oughtest to behave thyself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.

2. Being a member of a local church one sustains peculiar responsibilities to those who are his
fellow-members in that local body. It is like being a part of a physical family. – (Mark 10:29-30)
a. Mark 10:29–30 (KJV 1900) - 29 And Jesus answered and said, Verily I say unto you, There

is no man that hath left house, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or
children, or lands, for my sake, and the gospel’s, 30 But he shall receive an hundredfold now
in this time, houses, and brethren, and sisters, and mothers, and children, and lands, with
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life.

3. Mutual Responsibilities:
a. Love (1 Peter 1:22 (KJV 1900) - 22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth

through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a
pure heart fervently:

b. Comfort & Edify (1 Thessalonians 5:11 (KJV 1900) - 11 Wherefore comfort yourselves
together, and edify one another, even as also ye do. 

c.  Encourage (Heb. 3:13; 10:24)
(1) Hebrews 3:13 (KJV 1900) - 13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day;

lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.
(2) Hebrews 10:24 (KJV 1900) - 24 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love

and to good works:
d. Teach & Admonish (Colossians 3:16 (KJV 1900) - 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you

richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and
spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

e. Bear Burdens (Galatians 6:2 (KJV 1900) - 2 Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the
law of Christ.

f. Forgive (Eph. 4:32; Matt. 6:14-15)
(1) Ephesians 4:32 (KJV 1900) - 32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving

one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.
(2) Matthew 6:14–15 (KJV 1900) - 14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly

Father will also forgive you: 15 But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will
your Father forgive your trespasses.

g. Work Together (Philippians 1:27 (KJV 1900) - 27 Only let your conversation be as it
becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear
of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith
of the gospel;

h. Discipline - (1 Corinthians 5:4 (KJV 1900) - 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, when
ye are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus Christ,
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III. In Conclusion:
A. The Local congregation/church

1. Local - 1 Cor 1:2; Rom 16:5
a. Composed of Saints Who Agree to Work Together - Acts 9:26-28
b. Organized - Phil 1:1
c. Autonomous - 1 Pet 5:1-2
d. Assembles Regularly - 1 Cor. 11:18; Heb. 10:24-25
e. Functions Collectively – 1 Cor. 12:14-30; 1 Tim 5:16

B. Why would one not want to be a member of a local congregation/church?
1. Can’t find a faithful (local) congregation . . .
2. Lack of understanding the need . . . 
3. Not willing to submit to the Lord’s way . . . 

C. How Does One Become A Member of A Local congregation/church?
1. You can come forward . . .
2. You can write a note, mark it on a card, call us . . . .
3. Simply communicate your desire to us . . .
4. Will you be accepted if you have submitted to the Will of God?? - Absolutely

a.  Have you been baptized into Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins?
b. Do you desire to submit to the Lord’s teachings and be faithful to Him?
c. Are you willing to work, be faithful in all things and serve here? - we are not talking about

just showing up - but being the “light in this community”. 

 

 

Page 7 of  7


