
BUILDING A LIFE THAT ENDURES - 1 Samuel 13,16,17
Intro.

A. Time ticks away, and many of our good intentions seem to get choked out in the daily hassles of
daily obstacles and time-limitations and time-mismanagement.

1. I’d like to remind myself and you about the importance of daily choices. I’d like for us to think about
our daily choices and how they effect us and others now and eternally.

2. At the end of the lesson, I would like for us to make a resolve to post a reminder in a conspicuous
place.
a. Let it be something we meditate upon each morning as we sip our morning choice of drink

(coffee in my case and in many of yours).
B. Read  Matt.7:24-27  (NKJV) ---- 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the
rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish
man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds
blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

1. The Point: The wise man made the choice to do what Jesus said.
a. Your "house" is our life, formed by our habits, character, attitudes, formed by our choice to do

or not do what Jesus says.
2. Yes, it is a choice. Who can truthfully say, " I HAVE to be foolish, there is no way of getting around

it"??
a. Yes, choices form the habits we find "hard to break". But, good habits can be formed, that can

also "be hard to break". 
b. For example: Good attendance habits.

3. The "floods" (in Jesus’ statement) equals the trials, challenges, difficulties, temptations, situations
with which to deal. These beat at our lives to test how solid is our determination to live with Christ.

C. In our lives there will be Giants to overcome - Giants such as:
1. Temptations –

a. Trials / Frustrations
b. Sin 
c. Persecution -
d. Sickness / Disabilities -
e. Family problems –
f. And even Death

2. How we endure and overcome these Giants is the focus of this lesson this morning.
a. It is certainly true - that we all can say we have regrets in our lives - for making choices both

good and bad , BUT....
b. The child of God does not allow these choices to keep us back in the past, but rather looks to the

future - our Eyes firmly fixed on the “prize of the upward call”.
D. Turn your Bibles to 1 Samuel - we are going to look at how we can build a life that endures thru

eternity - by focusing on three chapters 13, 16 & 17.
1. Each of these focus points come from the life of David, that we can mimic in our lives today

II. Building a Life That Endures - The Value of A Godly Attitude - Acts 13:22 (NKJV) - 22 And when
He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said,
'I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.' 

A. A man after God’s own heart – 1 Sam 13:14;16:1-7
1. 1 Samuel 13:14 (NKJV) — 14 But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought
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for Himself a man after His own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over
His people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”

2. 1 Samuel 16:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 Now the LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul,
seeing I have rejected him from reigning over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I am sending
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite. For I have provided Myself a king among his sons.” 2 And Samuel
said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill me.” But the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you,
and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3 Then invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show
you what you shall do; you shall anoint for Me the one I name to you.” 4 So Samuel did what the
LORD said, and went to Bethlehem. And the elders of the town trembled at his coming, and said,
“Do you come peaceably?” 5 And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.
Sanctify yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons, and
invited them to the sacrifice. 6 So it was, when they came, that he looked at Eliab and said, “Surely
the LORD’s anointed is before Him!” 7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his
appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused him. For the LORD does not see as man
sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”

B. Consider the contrast in attitudes between Saul and David – 1 Sam. 13:1-14; 15-18; Acts 13:22; Ps
51

1. 1 Samuel 13:1–14 (NKJV) — 1 Saul reigned one year; and when he had reigned two years over
Israel, 2 Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Israel. Two thousand were with Saul in
Michmash and in the mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with Jonathan in Gibeah of
Benjamin. The rest of the people he sent away, every man to his tent. 3 And Jonathan attacked the
garrison of the Philistines that was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. Then Saul blew the
trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let the Hebrews hear!” 4 Now all Israel heard it said that
Saul had attacked a garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel had also become an abomination to the
Philistines. And the people were called together to Saul at Gilgal. 5 Then the Philistines gathered
together to fight with Israel, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen, and people as the
sand which is on the seashore in multitude. And they came up and encamped in Michmash, to the
east of Beth Aven. 6 When the men of Israel saw that they were in danger (for the people were
distressed), then the people hid in caves, in thickets, in rocks, in holes, and in pits. 7 And some of
the Hebrews crossed over the Jordan to the land of Gad and Gilead. As for Saul, he was still in
Gilgal, and all the people followed him trembling. 8 Then he waited seven days, according to the
time set by Samuel. But Samuel did not come to Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. 9
So Saul said, “Bring a burnt offering and peace offerings here to me.” And he offered the burnt
offering. 10 Now it happened, as soon as he had finished presenting the burnt offering, that Samuel
came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might greet him. 11 And Samuel said, “What have you
done?” Saul said, “When I saw that the people were scattered from me, and that you did not come
within the days appointed, and that the Philistines gathered together at Michmash, 12 then I said,
‘The Philistines will now come down on me at Gilgal, and I have not made supplication to the
LORD.’ Therefore I felt compelled, and offered a burnt offering.” 13 And Samuel said to Saul, “You
have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment of the LORD your God, which He
commanded you. For now the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 14
But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own
heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be commander over His people, because you have not
kept what the LORD commanded you.”

2. 1 Samuel 13:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 Then Samuel arose and went up from Gilgal to Gibeah of
Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people present with him, about six hundred men. 16 Saul,
Jonathan his son, and the people present with them remained in Gibeah of Benjamin. But the
Philistines encamped in Michmash. 17 Then raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines in three
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companies. One company turned onto the road to Ophrah, to the land of Shual, 18 another company
turned to the road to Beth Horon, and another company turned to the road of the border that
overlooks the Valley of Zeboim toward the wilderness.

3. Acts 13:22 (NKJV) — 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to
whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own
heart, who will do all My will.’

4. Psalm 51 (NKJV) —  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of David When Nathan the Prophet Went
to Him, After He Had Gone in to Bathsheba. 1 Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your
lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I acknowledge my
transgressions, And my sin is always before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done
this evil in Your sight— That You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You
judge. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 6 Behold, You
desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom. 7 Purge
me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me hear joy
and gladness, That the bones You have broken may rejoice. 9 Hide Your face from my sins, And blot
out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore
to me the joy of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit. 13 Then I will teach
transgressors Your ways, And sinners shall be converted to You. 14 Deliver me from the guilt of
bloodshed, O God, The God of my salvation, And my tongue shall sing aloud of Your righteousness.
15 O Lord, open my lips, And my mouth shall show forth Your praise. 16 For You do not desire
sacrifice, or else I would give it; You do not delight in burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are
a broken spirit, A broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise. 18 Do good in
Your good pleasure to Zion; Build the walls of Jerusalem. 19 Then You shall be pleased with the
sacrifices of righteousness, With burnt offering and whole burnt offering; Then they shall offer bulls
on Your altar.

C. Such is the kingdom of heaven – Mat. 5:3-12; 13:18-23; Jam. 1:21-25
1. Matthew 5:3–12 (NKJV) — 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek, For they shall
inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, For they shall
see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall be called sons of God. 10 Blessed are those
who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you
when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12
Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

2. Matthew 13:18–23 (NKJV) — 18 “Therefore hear the parable of the sower: 19 When anyone hears
the word of the kingdom, and does not understand it, then the wicked one comes and snatches away
what was sown in his heart. This is he who received seed by the wayside. 20 But he who received
the seed on stony places, this is he who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet
he has no root in himself, but endures only for a while. For when tribulation or persecution arises
because of the word, immediately he stumbles. 22 Now he who received seed among the thorns is
he who hears the word, and the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word,
and he becomes unfruitful. 23 But he who received seed on the good ground is he who hears the
word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and produces: some a hundredfold, some sixty, some
thirty.”

3. James 1:21–25 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and
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receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not
a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away,
and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of
liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

II. Building A Life That Endures - The Value of Hard Work
A. Worked in the fields as a shepherd tending his fathers sheep – 1 Sam 16:11; 17:12-15

1. 1 Samuel 16:11 (NKJV) — 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.”

2. 1 Samuel 17:12–15 (NKJV) — 12 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Bethlehem Judah,
whose name was Jesse, and who had eight sons. And the man was old, advanced in years, in the days
of Saul. 13 The three oldest sons of Jesse had gone to follow Saul to the battle. The names of his
three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn, next to him Abinadab, and the third
Shammah. 14 David was the youngest. And the three oldest followed Saul. 15 But David
occasionally went and returned from Saul to feed his father’s sheep at Bethlehem.

B. Served Saul as musician and armor bearer – 1 Sam. 16:21
1. 1 Samuel 16:21 (NKJV) — 21 So David came to Saul and stood before him. And he loved him

greatly, and he became his armorbearer.
C. Dependable – 1 Sam 16:11,23; 17:16-22

1. 1 Samuel 16:11 (NKJV) — 11 And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all the young men here?” Then he
said, “There remains yet the youngest, and there he is, keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse,
“Send and bring him. For we will not sit down till he comes here.”

2. 1 Samuel 16:23 (NKJV) — 23 And so it was, whenever the spirit from God was upon Saul, that
David would take a harp and play it with his hand. Then Saul would become refreshed and well, and
the distressing spirit would depart from him.

3. 1 Samuel 17:16–22 (NKJV) — 16 And the Philistine drew near and presented himself forty days,
morning and evening. 17 Then Jesse said to his son David, “Take now for your brothers an ephah
of this dried grain and these ten loaves, and run to your brothers at the camp. 18 And carry these ten
cheeses to the captain of their thousand, and see how your brothers fare, and bring back news of
them.” 19 Now Saul and they and all the men of Israel were in the Valley of Elah, fighting with the
Philistines. 20 So David rose early in the morning, left the sheep with a keeper, and took the things
and went as Jesse had commanded him. And he came to the camp as the army was going out to the
fight and shouting for the battle. 21 For Israel and the Philistines had drawn up in battle array, army
against army. 22 And David left his supplies in the hand of the supply keeper, ran to the army, and
came and greeted his brothers.

D. God calls and uses workers – (Moses, Gideon, Elisha, Peter, James, John, etc. - Neh 4:6; Eccl. 9:10;
Rom. 12:11; Col. 3:23) - 

1. Nehemiah 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up to half
its height, for the people had a mind to work.
a. Ecclesiastes 9:10 (NKJV) — 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there

is no work or device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.
b. Romans 12:11 (NKJV) — 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
c. Colossians 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to

men,
2. How useful are the lazy in the kingdom of God?  – Prov. 6:6-11; 18:9; 22:13; Titus 2:14; 2 Pet
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1:5-11
a.  Proverbs 6:6–11 (NKJV) — 6 Go to the ant, you sluggard! Consider her ways and be wise, 7

Which, having no captain, Overseer or ruler, 8 Provides her supplies in the summer, And gathers
her food in the harvest. 9 How long will you slumber, O sluggard? When will you rise from your
sleep? 10 A little sleep, a little slumber, A little folding of the hands to sleep— 11 So shall your
poverty come on you like a prowler, And your need like an armed man.

b. Proverbs 18:9 (NKJV) — 9 He who is slothful in his work Is a brother to him who is a great
destroyer.

c. Proverbs 22:13 (NKJV) — 13 The lazy man says, “There is a lion outside! I shall be slain in the
streets!”

d. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless
deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

e. 2 Peter 1:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For
if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;
11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.

III. Building A Life That Endures - The Value of A Good Reputation - 1 Samuel 16:14-18 (NKJV)  -
. . . 17 So Saul said to his servants, "Provide me now a man who can play well, and bring him to me." 
18 Then one of the servants answered and said, "Look, I have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who
is skillful in playing, a mighty man of valor, a man of war, prudent in speech, and a handsome person;
and the LORD is with him." 

A.  Talents recognized – (18)
1. A man of valor – A man of strength & courage – (18)
2. A man of war – i.e. he has the qualities of a great warrior – (18)
3. Prudent – wise, one of good understanding – (18; 18:5,14)

a. 1 Samuel 18:5 (NKJV) — 5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely.
And Saul set him over the men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the people and also
in the sight of Saul’s servants.

b. 1 Samuel 18:14 (NKJV) — 14 And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the LORD was
with him.

4.  Handsome – a man of good presence – (18)
5. God is with him – (18)

B. Ecclesiastes 7:1 (NKJV)  - 1 A good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of death
than the day of one's birth; 

1. Ecclesiastes 10:1 (NKJV)  - 1 Dead flies putrefy the perfumer's ointment, And cause it to give off
a foul odor; So does a little folly to one respected for wisdom and honor. 

2. Matthew 5:13-16 (NKJV)  - 13 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. 
14 You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 
a. 15 Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to

all who are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. 
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IV. Building A Life That Endures - The Value of Courage - The description of David is “a mighty man”
and “a man of war” does not presuppose that David had already fought bravely in war, but may be
perfectly explained from what David himself afterwards affirmed respecting his conflicts with lions and
bears (1Sam. 17:34-35). The courage and strength which he had then displayed furnished sufficient
proofs of heroism for any one to discern in him the future warrior.

A. 1 Samuel 17:34–35 (NKJV) — 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant used to keep his father’s
sheep, and when a lion or a bear came and took a lamb out of the flock, 35 I went out after it and
struck it, and delivered the lamb from its mouth; and when it arose against me, I caught it by its
beard, and struck and killed it.

B. 1 Samuel 17:
1.  Honorable cause - 29
2. Previous Victories –

a. Lion & bear – 34-36
b. Gave God the credit - 37

3. Faith – 36,37; Psa. 23
4. Proven Methods – 38-41
5. Strength – 42-47; Rom 8:31; Eph. 6:10-18

a. Romans 8:31 (NKJV) — 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us?

b. Ephesians 6:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with
truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the
preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for
all the saints—

C. What about ourselves?
1.  Previous Victories – 

a. Over temptations – James 4:7  (NKJV) — 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he
will flee from you.

b. Over trials –  James 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when
he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him.

c. Over disobedience – James 1:21–25 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and
overflow of wickedness, and receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save
your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if
anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a
mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he
was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

2. Proven Methods – 
a. God’s armor – Ephesians 6:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and

in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
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against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having
girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet
of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints—

b. Authorized practices – 1 Thessalonians 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 Test all things; hold fast what is
good.

c. Faith in God – Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your
ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

V. Building A Life That Endures - The Value of Respect for Authority - 1 Samuel 24:1 (NKJV)  - 1
Now it happened, when Saul had returned from following the Philistines, that it was told him, saying,
"Take note! David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi." - 1 Samuel 26:2-3 (NKJV) - 2 Then Saul arose
and went down to the Wilderness of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel with him, to seek
David in the Wilderness of Ziph. 3 And Saul encamped in the hill of Hachilah, which is opposite
Jeshimon, by the road. But David stayed in the wilderness, and he saw that Saul came after him into
the wilderness. 

A. Spared Saul’s life – 
1. Cave in in the Wilderness of En Gedi – (1 Sam. 24)
2. Saul’s encampment at the hill of Hachilah in the Wilderness of Ziph. –  (1 Sam 26:9-12)

a. 1 Samuel 26:9–12 (NKJV) — 9 But David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him; for who can
stretch out his hand against the LORD’s anointed, and be guiltless?” 10 David said furthermore,
“As the LORD lives, the LORD shall strike him, or his day shall come to die, or he shall go out
to battle and perish. 11 The LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the LORD’s
anointed. But please, take now the spear and the jug of water that are by his head, and let us go.”
12 So David took the spear and the jug of water by Saul’s head, and they got away; and no man
saw or knew it or awoke. For they were all asleep, because a deep sleep from the LORD had
fallen on them.

B. David’s respect for God’s authority – (22:10; 23:2,4, 11,16; 1 Chron. 15:2,13)
1. 1 Chronicles 15:2 (NKJV) — 2 Then David said, “No one may carry the ark of God but the Levites,

for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him forever.”
2. 1 Chronicles 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 For because you did not do it the first time, the LORD our God

broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.”

VI. In Conclusion: - Building A Life That Endures - The Value Of A Penitent Heart
A. At Nathan’s rebuke – (2 Sam. 12:1-15)
B. Described in Psalm 51 – 

1. His recognition & confession – (1-3)
2.  His shame – (3-6)
3. His plea – (7-12)
4. His resolve – (13-17)

C. We Are Free To Choose, But We Are Not Free From The Consequences of Our Choices
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1. Jer 17:5-8 (NKJV) - 5 Thus says the Lord: “Cursed is the man who trusts in man And makes flesh
his strength, Whose heart departs from the Lord. 6 For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, And
shall not see when good comes, But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, In a salt land
which is not inhabited. 7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.
8 For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will
not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought,
Nor will cease from yielding fruit.

1. Deut 30:19 -  I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life
and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live;

B. We are building for eternity each day. 
1. But WHICH eternity are we building for? 

a. Eternal LIFE? or eternal punishment?
(1) All have sinned - Rom 3:23
(2) All who do not know God & do not obey the gospel - 2 Thess. 1:6-10
(3) Eternal separation from God - Matt 25:46; Rev 21:8

b. The way made possible - Jn 3:16; 14:6; Rom 5:8,9
(1) John 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
(2) John 14:6 (NKJV) - 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes

to the Father except through Me.
(3) Romans 5:8 (NKJV) - 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we

were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(a) Romans 5:9 (NKJV) - 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we

shall be saved from wrath through Him.
c. The way NOT TOO difficult - Rom 10:5-17

(1) Romans 10:5-17 (NKJV) - 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the law,
“The man who does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith speaks
in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring
Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your mouth the
Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be
saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession
is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will not be put
to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all
is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall
they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a
preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful
are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!”
16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our
report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

d. Hear, believe, confess, repent, be baptized, live for God - Jn 8:24; Acts 2:38; Rom 12:1,2; Col
3:1,2

(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) - 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
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Spirit.
(3) Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service.

(a) Romans 12:2 (NKJV) - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.

(4) Colossians 3:1 (NKJV) - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.

(a) Colossians 3:2 (NKJV) - 2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.
1

C. What decisions of today can build a solid foundation for tomorrow’s habits? 
1. What can you do TODAY that will help build your life for the facing and handling of the storms of

life?
D. What seems like small steps can count if it is in the right direction. 

1. Do you CHOOSE the right direction? 
2. Do you choose to serve the Lord?

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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