
AM I GULLIBLE/Blind Faith

Introduction:
A. Some feel they must have "blind faith" - must make a "leap of faith"
B. Yet the Bible Teaches: that there is a finger print of God in all things!

1. That we're Not to Have a Blind Faith In God..... (the finger print is everywhere)
a. Psa. 19:1 says,  "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows his

handiwork."
b. Romans 1:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse,

c. Acts 17:24–26 (NKJV) — 24 God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. 25 Nor is He
worshiped with men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life,
breath, and all things. 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on
all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of
their dwellings,

2.  (Why?)  - Acts 17:27 (NKJV) — 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they
might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

C. In other words, God has made manifest the evidence needed, in order for us to believe in Him. 
Therefore He doesn't expect us to have a blind faith in Him !  

D. Not only did God give us external evidence, He has also performed many miracles in order to
validate His Word.  
1. There are a number of verses that we could appeal to, but we'll only consider a few, which should

be sufficient to make this point.

II. After God called Moses to deliver the children of Israel from Egyptian bondage, Moses made
several different excuses.
A. However, God answered Moses each and every time!

1. For Example: Exodus 4:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Then Moses answered and said, “But suppose they
will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose they say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to
you.’ ” 2 So the LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?” He said, “A rod.” 3 And He
said, “Cast it on the ground.” So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses
fled from it. 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Reach out your hand and take it by the tail” (and
he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand),
a. (Now why did God enable Moses, to do this?)
b.   Verse 5 tells us.... Exodus 4:5 (NKJV) — 5 “that they may believe that the LORD God of

their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to
you.”

2. Whenever God spoke to His people He confirmed His Word, with signs and wonders!
a. Cf - John 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler

of the Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You
are a teacher come from God; for no one can do these signs that You do unless God is with
him.” - the religious leaders of Jesus’ time understood this very principle.

B. God doesn't want us to just jump blindly into anything and everything; He desires for us to be
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cautious so that we can be sure of doing the right thing.  
1. Truth and righteousness have nothing to fear from thorough investigation; the only thing that

suffers from examination is error and sin!

III. Gideon Another example: - Judges 6:36–38 (NKJV) — 36 So Gideon said to God, “If You will save
Israel by my hand as You have said—37 look, I shall put a fleece of wool on the threshing floor; if there
is dew on the fleece only, and it is dry on all the ground, then I shall know that You will save Israel by
my hand, as You have said.” 38 And it was so. When he rose early the next morning and squeezed the
fleece together, he wrung the dew out of the fleece, a bowlful of water.
A. However, was that ALL, that Gideon needed to be convinced?  Notice - Judges 6:39–40 (NKJV) —

39 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not be angry with me, but let me speak just once more: Let me
test, I pray, just once more with the fleece; let it now be dry only on the fleece, but on all the ground
let there be dew.” 40 And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, but there was dew on
all the ground.
1. It's good to require confirmation; and that's why God confirmed the teachings of the NT as well

as the Old.
B. After Jesus gave the great commission and sent His Apostles into the world, the Bible says in Mk.

16:20,  "And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and
confirming the word with signs following.."
1. Therefore, we understand - Hebrews 2:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so

great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by
those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various
miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

2. Therefore Heb. 11:1 says, "faith is the substance of things hoped for, the EVIDENCE of things
not seen."

C. Therefore it's good to expect evidence and confirmation; in fact, most of the time the scriptures tell
us that we are foolish, whenever we act without it!  

D. And one of the major reasons why many people today don't believe in the God, nor in His inspired
Word; is simply because they aren't willing to take an honest look at the evidence.

IV. Just as we are Not to Have a Blind Faith In God, the Bible teaches that we are Not to have a
blind faith in People  - either in ourselves or others !

A. For Example:  in 2 Cor. 13:5 we are told to: "Examine ourselves, to see whether we're in the faith;
and we're told to:  "prove our own selves."  
1. In Gal. 6:4 Paul wrote, "let every man prove his own work..."

B. Additionally, Our faith in one another is also to be confirmed and earned, and not just given without
discrimination. 
1. Paul said in I Cor 5, that we are to judge those who are within the body of Christ. 

a. 1 Corinthians 5:9–12 (NKJV) — 9 I wrote to you in my epistle not to keep company with
sexually immoral people. 10 Yet I certainly did not mean with the sexually immoral people
of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or idolaters, since then you would need
to go out of the world. 11 But now I have written to you not to keep company with anyone
named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a
drunkard, or an extortioner—not even to eat with such a person. 12 For what have I to do
with judging those also who are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?

C. Furthermore, in I Thess. 5:21 he said,  "Prove all things; hold fast that which is good."
1. The Bible says We are to prove (or test, or confirm) ALL THINGS !  
2. We're not to act haphazardly, nor are we to be led around blindly.
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a. For example:  How many of you are willing to just believe anything, and everything that I
teach you from this pulpit, without first proving it by the scriptures?

b. Will anybody here just blindly follow me, and believe anything, and everything that I say? 
c. I certainly hope NOT!

3. However, the reason why many people today are being led astray, is because they're guilty of
believing their preacher, regardless if what he teaches is found in the Bible or not!
a. "And" Jesus said, "if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall into the ditch."  Mt. 15:14

D. And so, we're not to have a blind faith in God or in man; we are to be as the Berians were!  
1. The Bible says in Acts 17:11 that they, "were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so."

2. Therefore they needed evidence, before they would believe; they weren't gullible, nor did they
have a blind faith.
a. But after they took their time to make sure, their faith was as firm as a Rock !

V. A Blind Faith in others! - MUST WE BE CAUTIOUS?
A. In Acts 9 we learn about the conversion of Paul Acts 9:1–14 (NKJV) — 1 Then Saul, still

breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest 2 and asked
letters from him to the synagogues of Damascus, so that if he found any who were of the Way,
whether men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 As he journeyed he came near
Damascus, and suddenly a light shone around him from heaven. 4 Then he fell to the ground, and
heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are
You, Lord?” Then the Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.” 6 So he, trembling and astonished, said, “Lord, what do You want me to do?”
Then the Lord said to him, “Arise and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7
And the men who journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice but seeing no one. 8 Then
Saul arose from the ground, and when his eyes were opened he saw no one. But they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor
drank. 10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and to him the Lord said
in a vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” 11 So the Lord said to him, “Arise and go
to the street called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for one called Saul of Tarsus, for
behold, he is praying. 12 And in a vision he has seen a man named Ananias coming in and putting
his hand on him, so that he might receive his sight.” 13 Then Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard
from many about this man, how much harm he has done to Your saints in Jerusalem. 14 And here
he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.”

B. Now did God say "who do yo think you are...." ?   Note, - Acts 9:15 (NKJV) — 15 But the Lord said
to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the
children of Israel.
1. Was Ananias wrong by being cautious at this time?  Absolutely NOT!

a. This was a normal response, by a rational thinking individual, who was concerned not only
for himself, but also for the cause of Christ.  

b. Paul was a well know persecutor at this time, and Ananias was concerned - he
wanted/needed some strengthening for his faith.

C. Jesus told His disciples in Mt. 10:16,  "Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the midst of wolves: be
ye therefore wise as serpents, and harmless as doves."
1. We are to be wise enough, to exercise caution because there are plenty of wolves out there. 

a. And so, God assured him, that Paul was indeed, a respectable candidate for the gospel. 
2. And after God assured this faithful disciple of this fact,  Ananias went to Paul.
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D. And in the first century, the local church sought after proof on many occasions, before they accepted
just anybody into their fellowship.
1. Drop Down To - Acts 9:26 (NKJV) — 26 And when Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to

join the disciples; but they were all afraid of him, and did not believe that he was a disciple.
2. Cf - Matthew 10:26 (NKJV) — 26 Therefore do not fear them. For there is nothing covered that

will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known.
a. After Paul's conversion, the consequences of his prior actions still haunted him
b. But the key to this point is that the Christians in Jerusalem didn't just blindly accept him

without some kind of confirmation
3. Now could you blame these disciples of the Lord, after knowing such a history of Saul making

havoc of the church?  
a. At this point in time, they had no reason to trust, in him. All they had at this time, was Paul's

word.   
(1) Now were these brethren wrong, with this immediate concern?   NO!

4. This was simply a natural effect that any rational person, would have had in that day and time;
because of a lack of knowledge.  

5. All they knew was Paul's prior history, they knew nothing of his present condition.
6. They had nothing else in the world to go on, but his past! 

a. And until they had sufficient proof that Paul was indeed a disciple of the Lord, they would
have remained afraid, and at best, they'd at least, have some doubts, that he was a Christian.

b. And Paul needed to understand, that this was only an ordinary reaction, especially after his
previous behavior towards the saints.  

c. Therefore he needed to be patient.  And He needed to be able to produce the evidence, that
he was truly a disciple.

7. Which was not too difficult for Paul, since his fruits had already been made manifest.  Consider -
Acts 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. And he
declared to them how he had seen the Lord on the road, and that He had spoken to him, and how
he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.
a. This is why they also had letters of commendation in the first century.  
b. In one way or another, before they accepted just anybody into their fellowship, they  usually

required some kind of validation, that whoever they accepted, was a faithful child of God.
c. Today, all we usually have to do is make one simply phone call, and we can have proof in

a matter of minutes.
E. However many churches are more concerned with numbers, than with caution. 

1. And many times they'll allow anyone into their membership, without ever even bothering to
make sure that, that individual is a faithful member of the body, and in good standing, from
whence they came!  

2. What I'm saying is:  Trust is something that must be earned and deserved, not given
indiscriminately!

3. Truth and righteousness will always prevail!
a. Therefore taking the time, and putting forth the effort to check things out, is always the

prudent thing to do. 

VI. REAL WORLD EXAMPLE
A. One other Bible example: — At the conclusion of Acts 15, we have the account of the Apostle Paul

being cautious with a fellow Christian by the name of Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.
1. Here we learn, that Paul wouldn't accept him as a traveling companion to preach the gospel, until

his trust in him was restored.  
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a. Because of his lack of commitment in the past, Mark's credibility  was at an all time low, in
the eyes of Paul!

b. Paul evidently wanted to first regain confidence in this individual, before he was willing to
share this great responsibility with him.

B.  Acts 15:36–40 (NKJV) — 36 Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us now go back and
visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they are
doing.” 37 Now Barnabas was determined to take with them John called Mark. 38 But Paul insisted
that they should not take with them the one who had departed from them in Pamphylia, and had not
gone with them to the work. 39 Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one
another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; 40 but Paul chose Silas and departed,
being commended by the brethren to the grace of God.
1. Now, was Paul to be blamed for being cautious with Mark?  No!  We have no evidence

whatsoever that Paul was denounced for this attitude. 
a. From Paul's perspective, he was being wise in this account !
b. Was it that  Paul just had a problem with Mark, and just couldn't forgive him for his past

error?   NO!
2. It was just that Paul wanted to see fruits worthy of his respect; before he was willing to just take

Mark with him, on this important and dangerous mission.
a. I don't know about you, but I don't go hunting with just anybody!  
b. I don't even care if that someone is a member of the church.  I just don't trust some people

with a gun in their hands! 
C. Now, To prove to you, that Paul didn't just have a problem with Mark, or just couldn't forgive him

for his past error - Turn To - 2 Timothy 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and
bring him with you, for he is useful to me for ministry.
1. After Mark had proved himself to be totally committed, the evidence was in! 

a. Therefore Paul could confidently say, he was: "profitable for the ministry".
2. Paul wasn't a man who held grudges, or couldn't forgive, he was simply a knowledgeable man

of wisdom, who didn't believe in putting full confidence in someone right away, who lets you
down.

D. However, after someone has later proven themselves, all confidence can be restored!
1. Prov. 18:19 says,  "A brother offended is harder to be won than a strong city."

a. They can be won over, but it will take time, and hard work.
2. And so, the Bible teaches us that there are consequences for messing up.

a. In other words, it's going to take time, before our confidence can  be restored, even with a
child of God.

3. Does that mean that we haven't forgiven someone who may have sinned against us?  No!   
a. We can forgive them and try to encourage them, but forgiveness is not absolute confidence! 
b. There's a difference between the two!

VII. Conclusion:
A. Before trust and confidence can be fully restored, it'll take time and energy in the eyes of the

offended.  
B. Because we can't see a person's heart like God can, therefore we are told to judge righteously (by

their fruits) - fruits worthy of repentance.
C. Whenever there's a question about anything, we're suppose to be cautious, and diligently check

things out. 
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