
LOOKING INTO GOD’S MIRROR - James 1:22-27
Intro:

A. Over the past few months I have been dealing with specific topics of self examination - as it pertains
to the Word of God.    It is in keeping with the commands in Mk 12:30-31.

B. In today’s lesson I want to bring to an end the theme of this series of lessons, on looking into God’s
Word - and relate the main reasons why it is that I have used this concept to emphasize the “love
thyself” part of Mk 12:31.

1. It is a biblical foundation and it is a necessary foundation upon which we as children of God must
stand and focus -

a. James 1:22–27 (NKJV) - 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face
in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he
was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 

b. 2 Corinthians 3:12–18 (NKJV) - 12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great boldness
of speech—13 unlike Moses, who put a veil over his face so that the children of Israel could not
look steadily at the end of what was passing away. 14 But their minds were blinded. For until this
day the same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament, because the veil is taken
away in Christ.

(1)  15 But even to this day, when Moses is read, a veil lies on their heart. 16 Nevertheless when one
turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of
the Lord is, there is liberty. 18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory
of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit
of the Lord.

(2) The truth stated here brethren is that a mirror does not veil anything - and the honesty of what
we are and who we are is clearly revealed unto us.

c. We must let the Word of God - work in our heart - the Hebrews writer does not say it is a soft
wiffle ball or soft wiffle sword - it is powerful and sharp and it is living:

(1) Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) - 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

2. Thus as honest children of God we must  - 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) - 15 Be diligent to present
yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.

a. A passage of scripture often related and stated as a ready defense of the scriptures - however, if
also applies to our self examination.

C. Paul David Tripp stated - “It is only in the mirror of God’s Word that you see yourself Accurately, and
only in His Grace that you find HELP for what you SEE.”

1. Looking in the Bible is like looking in a mirror. It reveals us as God sees us, AS WE REALLY ARE,
not how we think we are. — 

2. It is not enough to hear the Word; we must take heed to it - WE MUST FOLLOW IT! (James 2:24-
25)

a. James 2:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.
25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers
and sent them out another way?

3. It is one thing to mark our Bibles, but do our Bibles mark us? —
D.  It is with this in mind that I want to spend the rest of the time - identifying what the Word reveals, and

what we need to hear not what we want to hear!
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1. God’s word reveals our sins, and our true standing with God — (2 Tim 3:16,17; Heb 4:12; John
12:48)

a. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

(1) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

b. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

c. John 12:48 (NKJV) — 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which
judges him—the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

2. God’s word ALSO reveals what we MUST do in order to be cleansed from our sins and be
reconciled back to God. (1 John 1:9; 1 Peter 1:22,23; Rom 1:16)

a. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

b. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

(1) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

c. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

II. THE MIRROR OF GOD’S WORD - IS THE PERFECT LAW OF LIBERTY - vrs 25
A. For us today and thru the end of the World this is the GOSPEL of Jesus Christ

1. Referred to as LAW - (Rom 3:27; 8:2; Gal. 6:2; Mat 28:19,20; etc)
a. Romans 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works? No,

but by the law of faith.
b. Romans 8:2 (NKJV) — 2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from

the law of sin and death.
c. Galatians 6:2 (NKJV) — 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.
d. Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe
all things that I have commanded you (emp JC - what is a command? - it is a law!) ; and lo, I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

e. Strong push today amongst brethren to declare “we are not under Law but under Grace!”
2. It delivers men from slavery of sin This is true liberty. (John 8:32 NKJV) — 32 And you shall know

the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
3. It freed the Jews from the yoke of bondage - (Rom 7; Gal 5:1-4)

a. Galatians 5:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made us free,
and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage. 2 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you
become circumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 3 And I testify again to every man who
becomes circumcised that he is a debtor to keep the whole law. 4 You have become estranged from
Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

4. It delivers from the punishment of sin - (Rom 5:9 NKJV) — 9 Much more then, having now been
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

B. It is in the Gospel that I find we all need God’s mercy/ His Forgiveness and Our Salvation!
1. We have all sinned — Psa 14:1-3; 53:1; Rom 3:23

a. Psalm 14:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt,

Page 2 of  11



They have done abominable works, There is none who does good. 2 The LORD looks down from
heaven upon the children of men, To see if there are any who understand, who seek God. 3 They
have all turned aside, They have together become corrupt; There is none who does good, No, not
one.

b. Psalm 53:1 (NKJV) — 1 The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God.” They are corrupt, and
have done abominable iniquity; There is none who does good.

c. Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2. The wages of sin is death — Isa. 59:1-2; Rom 5:12; 6:23; Jam 1:13-16

a. Isaiah 59:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor
His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And
your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

b. Romans 5:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered the world, and death
through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because all sinned—

c. Romans 6:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

d. James 1:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God
cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He Himself tempt anyone. 14 But each one is tempted when
he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. 15 Then, when desire has conceived, it gives
birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death. 16 Do not be deceived, my beloved
brethren.

3. The ONLY remedy for our sins is Jesus — Jn 14:6; Acts 4:12
a. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to

the Father except through Me.
b. Acts 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that

they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with
Jesus.

C. It is in the Gospel that I find that God has provided the ONLY remedy for sin - ie — JESUS!
1. Because He loved us, Jesus became flesh, lived sinlessly & died as a criminal  — John 1:14; Rom

5:8-10; Titus 3:4,5; Heb 2:9-10
a. John 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
b. Romans 5:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we

were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His
life.

c. Titus 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man
appeared,

(1) Titus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His
mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

d. Hebrews 2:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for
the suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste
death for everyone. 10 For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all
things, in bringing many sons to glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through
sufferings.

2. To all who believe JESUS / (trust and obey) — Heb 5:8-9; 11:6; Eph 2:8-10; Luke 6:46; Mat.
7:21-27; 1 Pet 1:18-23; etc.

a. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which
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He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him,

(1) Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

(2) Ephesians 2:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast. 10 For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we
should walk in them.

(3) Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which
I say?

(4) Matthew 7:21–27 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of
Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the
rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall,
for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain descended,
the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

(5) 1 Peter 1:18–23 (NKJV) — 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like
silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21
who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever,

b. Faith in Christ – Jn 8:24; Acts 8:37
(1) John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
(2) Acts 8:37 (NKJV) — 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And

he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.”
c. Confess Jesus as Lord – Acts 8:37; Rom 10:9,10; Luke 6:46

(1) Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe
in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

(2) Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which
I say?

d. Repentance from sin to Christ – Luke 13:5; Acts 2:38; 17:30
(1) Luke 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

(3) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent,

e. Baptism into Christ – Acts 2:38; Rom 6:3-6; Col. 2:12,13; Gal. 3:26,27
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(1) Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves of sin.

(2) Colossians 2:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with
Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

(3) Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27
For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

f. Our Endurance by following Jesus - 1 Cor. 15:58; Col. 1:23; Heb 10:39
(1) 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
(2) Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and

are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

(3) Hebrews 10:39 (NKJV) — 39 But we are not of those who draw back to perdition, but of those
who believe to the saving of the soul.

D. There are but two roads we can travel - (Mat. 7:13,14 NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for
wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14
Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

1. The narrow way - the way that leads to life, and only few find it - The way of self denial & complete
trust & obedience in Christ - Jer. 6:16; Luke 9:33; 14:6,33; Heb 5:8,9

a. Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) — 16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the
old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they
said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

b. Luke 9:33 (NKJV) — 33 Then it happened, as they were parting from Him, that Peter said to
Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; and let us make three tabernacles: one for You, one for
Moses, and one for Elijah”—not knowing what he said.

c. Luke 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 And they could not answer Him regarding these things.
d. Luke 14:33 (NKJV) — 33 So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be

My disciple.
e. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which

He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who
obey Him,

2. The broad way - the way MOST will travel which leads to eternal death — 1 John 5:19; 2 Thes
1:7-9; Rev. 12:9; 21:8; Mat 7:21-23

a. 1 John 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies under the sway
of the wicked one.

b. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

c. Revelation 12:9 (NKJV) — 9 So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the
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Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast
out with him.

d. Revelation 21:8 (NKJV) — 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and
brimstone, which is the second death.”

e. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me in
that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and
done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

3. YOU ARE FREE TO MAKE THE CHOICE - but not FREE FROM THE CONSEQUENCES of
our choices.

III. THE MIRROR OF GOD’S WORD REVEALS - THAT’S WHY IT IS PERFECT!
A. God has REVEALED what to believe - (2 Tim. 3:16,17)

1. About WHO His Son is — Mat 17:5; John 1:1,2,14; 8:24; etc.
a. Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed

them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased. Hear Him!”

b. John 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.

(1) John 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 He was in the beginning with God.
c. John 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His

glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
d. John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not

believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
2. About what will happen to those who do not obey Him — Rom. 2:5-11; 2 Thes 1:7-9; Mt 25

a. Romans 2:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you
are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment
of God, 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 7 eternal life to those who by
patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but to those who are
self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath, 9
tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek;
10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first and also to
the Greek. 11 For there is no partiality with God.

b. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

3. About the church — Mt 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph 1:22-23; 4:4; 5:22-26
a. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
b. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added

to the church daily those who were being saved.
c. Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to be head

over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
d. Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope
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of your calling;
e. Ephesians 5:22–26 (NKJV) — 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For

the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word,

f. Ephesians 4:4–6 (NKJV) - 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope
of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all,
and through all, and in you all.

g. You can argue all you want but this is what it says - you and I are fighting against God when we
don’t accept it!

B. God has REVEALED what He wants - (2 Tim. 3:16-17)
1. True obedience does what the Lord says - not what He hasn’t — Col. 3:16; 1 Chron 13; 15:2,13;

Pro. 30:6; 1 Cor 4:6; Rev 22:18,19; 2 Col. 5:7; Rom 10:17
a. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching

and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord.

b. 1 Chron 13 cf - 1 Chronicles 15:2 (NKJV) — 2 Then David said, “No one may carry the ark of
God but the Levites, for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before
Him forever.”

c. 1 Chronicles 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 For because you did not do it the first time, the LORD our God
broke out against us, because we did not consult Him about the proper order.”

d. Proverbs 30:6 (NKJV) — 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.
e. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to

myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written,
that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

f. Revelation 22:18 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of
this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book;

(1) Revelation 22:19 (NKJV) — 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.

g. 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
h. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

2. True worship is revealed worship — Jn 4:24; Heb 12:28,29; Lev. 10:1-2; etc.
a. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
b. Hebrews 12:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be

shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
(1) Hebrews 12:29 (NKJV) — 29 For our God is a consuming fire.

c. Leviticus 10:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer
and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which He had not
commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and they died before the
LORD.

C. God has REVEALED what is right - (2 Tim. 3:16,17)
1. Our morality & character — 1 Cor. 6:9-11; Gal. 5:19-21;

a.
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2. Our language and use of our tongue — Eph. 5:3-7; James 3:1-12; 2 Cor. 12:20
a. Ephesians 5:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even

be named among you, as is fitting for saints; 4 neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor coarse
jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know, that no fornicator,
unclean person, nor covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ
and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God
comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them.

b. James 3:1–12 (NKJV) — 1 My brethren, let not many of you become teachers, knowing that we
shall receive a stricter judgment. 2 For we all stumble in many things. If anyone does not stumble
in word, he is a perfect man, able also to bridle the whole body. 3 Indeed, we put bits in horses’
mouths that they may obey us, and we turn their whole body. 4 Look also at ships: although they
are so large and are driven by fierce winds, they are turned by a very small rudder wherever the
pilot desires. 5 Even so the tongue is a little member and boasts great things. See how great a forest
a little fire kindles! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue is so set among our
members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire
by hell. 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and creature of the sea, is tamed and has been
tamed by mankind. 8 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.
9 With it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in the
similitude of God. 10 Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring send forth fresh water and bitter from the same
opening? 12 Can a fig tree, my brethren, bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Thus no spring
yields both salt water and fresh.

c. 2 Corinthians 12:20 (NKJV) — 20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I
wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults;

3. Our attitudes & disposition — Phil 2:1-5; Eph. 4:1-3; 1 Cor. 13
a. Philippians 2:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of

love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of
others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

b. Ephesians 4:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

4. Marriage — (Mat. 5:31-32; 19:3-9;  Mark 10:11; Luke 16:18; 1 Cor. 7:10; Rom 7:1-4)
a. Matthew 5:31–32 (NKJV) — 31 “Furthermore it has been said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let

him give her a certificate of divorce.’ 32 But I say to you that whoever divorces his wife for any
reason except sexual immorality causes her to commit adultery; and whoever marries a woman
who is divorced commits adultery.

b. Matthew 19:3–9 (NKJV) — 3 The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him,
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?” 4 And He answered and said to
them, “Have you not read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’
5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh’? 6 So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let not man separate.” 7 They said to Him, “Why then did Moses
command to give a certificate of divorce, and to put her away?” 8 He said to them, “Moses,
because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the
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beginning it was not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced
commits adultery.”

c. Mark 10:11 (NKJV) — 11 So He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery against her.

d. Luke 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery; and
whoever marries her who is divorced from her husband commits adultery.

e. 1 Corinthians 7:10 (NKJV) — 10 Now to the married I command, yet not I but the Lord: A wife
is not to depart from her husband.

f. Romans 7:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Or do you not know, brethren (for I speak to those who know the
law), that the law has dominion over a man as long as he lives? 2 For the woman who has a
husband is bound by the law to her husband as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is
released from the law of her husband. 3 So then if, while her husband lives, she marries another
man, she will be called an adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that law, so that she
is no adulteress, though she has married another man. 4 Therefore, my brethren, you also have
become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him
who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

5. Husbands, wives, children — (Eph. 5:22-6:4;  Col. 3:18-21; 1 Pet. 3:1-7)
a. Ephesians 5:22–6:4 (NKJV) — 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For

the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their
own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated his
own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we are members
of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is a great mystery,
but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so
love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 1 Children, obey
your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first
commandment with promise: 3 “that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.”
4 And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord.

b. Colossians 3:18–21 (NKJV) — 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children, obey your parents
in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest
they become discouraged.

c. 1 Peter 3:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own husbands, that even if
some do not obey the word, they, without a word, may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2
when they observe your chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 3 Do not let your adornment be
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel—4 rather let it be
the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is
very precious in the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women who
trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own husbands, 6 as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if you do good and are not afraid with
any terror. 7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife,
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as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not
be hindered.

6. Neighbors — Gal. 5:14; James 2:8 
a. Galatians 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this: “You shall love

your neighbor as yourself.”
b. James 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall

love your neighbor as yourself,” you do well;
c. If the whole world says it is right and God says it is wrong - who are you going to listen to?

IV. In Conclusion - WHAT DOES GOD’S WORD REVEAL ABOUT.....?
A. The lost — Rev 21:8

1. The deceived — 2 Thess 2:10-12
2. The worldly — Gal 1:7,8; 1 Jn 2:15-17; 2 Pt 2:20-22; Mt 6:19-24

a. Galatians 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want
to pervert the gospel of Christ.

(1) Galatians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel
to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

b. 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And the world
is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

c. 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and
overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning. 21 For it would have been better for
them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy
commandment delivered to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb:
“A dog returns to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

d. Matthew 6:19–24 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your
eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your whole body will
be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 24
“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will
be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.

3. The unfruitful — Lk 8:14; Jn 15:1-10; Mat 25; 1 Tim. 6:9, 10, 17
a. Luke 8:14 (NKJV) — 14 Now the ones that fell among thorns are those who, when they have

heard, go out and are choked with cares, riches, and pleasures of life, and bring no fruit to maturity.
b. John 15:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every branch

in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it
may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken to you. 4
Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the vine,
neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in
Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide
in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so
you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10
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If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and abide in His love.

c. 1 Timothy 6:9 (NKJV) — 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition.

(1) 1 Timothy 6:10 (NKJV) — 10 For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which
some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.

d. 1 Timothy 6:17 (NKJV) — 17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty,
nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.

4. The FAITHFUL — 1 Cor. 15:58; Rev. 2:10; Rom 8:17,18; etc.
a. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
b. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.

Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

c. Romans 8:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together. 18 For I consider that
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be
revealed in us.

B. Thus it is essential that when we look into the Mirror of God’s Word that we be honest with ourselves
and see ourselves for exactly who we are then:

1. James 1:21 (NKJV) - 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

2. DO SOMETHING ABOUT IT - James 1:25 (NKJV) - 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of
liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

C. WHAT DO YOU SEE HONESTLY....?
1. Are you SAVED?
2. Are you FAITHFUL?
3. Are you becoming more and more like Jesus EVERY DAY by following His teaching?
4. Or do you see you need to make changes? 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is

faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
5. THEN COME TODAY! - delay is dishonesty!
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