
THE DARKEST of DAYS - YET THE BRIGHTEST of DAYS
Intro:

A. The Cross of Jesus, is certainly filled with many paradoxes and this weekend is no exception to the
rule.
1. As the world watched and was horrified with the destruction that fire brought to the Cathedral

Notre Dame in Paris this week, so the sorrow was turned to joy of knowing not all was lost.
2. So too as we look at the Cross of Jesus.   The darkest of days, as the creation turned on its

Creator and placed the Son of God on a cruel Cross, so the brightest of days is seen in the empty
tomb.....NOT ALL IS LOST!
a. Without the Risen Savior, His death would be just like any other, but Jesus’ death and

resurrection is the very foundation of our hope - 1 Cor 15:12-28.
b. It is with this aim I want to break up this sermon into the various elements of these darkest,

yet brightest of days.
B. Song - # 149 - I will Sing The Wondrous Story (All Verses and Chorus)
C. OPENING PRAYER -

1. Song - # 154 - Near The Cross (Verse 1-3 Only)

II. The Darkest of Day - The Crucifixion of Jesus (The Son of God)
A.  Luke 23:44-46 - 44 Now it was about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over all the earth until

the ninth hour. 45 Then the sun was darkened, and the veil of the temple was torn in two. 46And
when Jesus had cried out with a loud voice, He said, "Father, 'into Your hands I commit My spirit.'"
Having said this, He breathed His last.
1. On this day we stand as witnesses of the:

a. Agony
b. Dread
c. Humiliation
d. And Infamy

2. It is in each of these areas that I would like to pursue the format of this lesson today
B. The DAY OF AGONY

1. Mark 14:46 & 65
2. Luke 22: 63-64
3. Luke 23:11
4. Matthew 27:27-31

a. What do these scriptures have reference to?
b.  The Flogging - Roman floggings were known to be horribly brutal. They usually consisted

of 39 lashes (for Jews - since they were limited to 40 stripes and fear of miscounting would
make them sin) but were a lot more than that usually. The amount of lashings was determined
by the mood of the Roman soldier applying the punishment. You must take into account that
Roman executioners intentionally brutalized people condemned to the cross to extract
maximum suffering. This was the tradition of Rome to keep its subjects in line. Roman Law
did not afford mercy or compassion when dealing with criminals or rebels to the throne.
(1) A study on Nero Caesar's persecution of first century Christians will make abundantly

clear how the Roman Government felt about any perceived threat to Rome.
(2) The soldier would use a whip of braided leather thongs with metal balls woven into them.

When the whip would hit the flesh, these balls whip around the torso or limb, picking up
speed as the thong became shortened and striking the flesh in excess of 90 miles per hour,
causing deep bruises or contusions. The whip also had pieces of sharp bone that would
cut the flesh severely. The second and seceding lashes would cause the sharp bone to cut
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into the bruise causing it to bleed and ribbon. After the third lash, the victim would be
reduced to mangled, shredded flesh. The back was so shredded that quite often the spine
would be exposed due to the deep cuts. The whippings would have gone from the
shoulders all the way down the back, the buttocks, and the back of the legs. Also, before
the flogging commenced, the victim would be stripped naked; an embarrassment of
immense proportions in those times. (Show Graphic)

c. John 19:2-3; 17
(1) Cf - John 10:17-18

5. SONG # 580 - Ten Thousand Angels (Verse 1&2 “Chorus after 2nd Verse)
C. THE DAY OF DREAD

1. John 2:19
2. John 3:14
3. Matthew 16:21
4. Matthew 20:19
5. John 12:27
6. Matthew 26:38

a. SONG # 161 - Hallelujah! What A Savior! (Verse 1,2 & 4 omit verse 3)
D. DAY OF HUMILIATION

1. Deut 21:22-23
2. Gal 3:13
3. Hebrews 12:3
4. Philippians 2:5-8

a. SONG # 580 - Ten Thousand Angels (Verse 3&4 then Chorus at end)
E. THE DAY OF INFAMY

1. There are days in History that will live on in Infamy....ie
a. Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was

suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan. - - Franklin
D. Roosevelt

b. Such was September 11th 2001 ; end of World War 2 and the end of World War 1 - the war
to end all wars)

c. And for many this week with the destruction of a historical landmark also on this day in the
lateness of the evening on April 14th the Titanic struck an Iceberg and within three hours April
15th - was also the day that the Titanic Sunk.

2. For the Christian and in the Scriptures - the darkest of Days and the brightest of day is just such
a day.

3. John 19:14
4. Luke 23:27
5. Matthew 27:41-43 - it is to this that these greatest and darkest of days need to be reflected on.

a. Hebrews 12:2
b. Romans 8:32
c. Ephesians 1:19-21

6. SONG # 161 - Hallelujah! What A Savior! (Verse 5)
7. Song # 331 - Kneel At The Cross (All Verses and Chorus)

F. THE LORD’s SUPPER

III. THE BRIGHTEST OF DAYS - THE EMPTY TOMB
A. God did not leave us in the Darkest of days - but with the JOY of the EMPTY TOMB

1. The grave could not hold the SON of GOD!
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B. The RESURRECTION the cornerstone of our HOPE - 1 Corinthians 15 
1. OUR LORD, finished the course set before Him and He sat down at the right hand seat of His

Father
2. SONG - Supplemental # 18 - EXALTED

IV. In Conclusion:
A. This is What JESUS did for you and ME - so that we do not have to face the darkest of darkest days

- when He says DEPART from ME! - to eternal damnation
1. But That we can see the brightest of days in hearing “WELL DONE....”

B. Will you COME TO JESUS - HE stands at your door and is knocking....will you LET Him in - Rev
3:20-21

C. INVITATION SONG - Supplemental # 30 - HOLY TO THE LORD
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