
THE CHALLENGES OF CHRIST

Intro:
A. One of the motivating forces of life is when a "challenge" is presented to men. 

1. Challenge appeals to "competitive nature" in man. 
2. Such can be to "out do" another," or it can be that which BRINGS OUT THE BEST IN

MAN.
3. The throwing of the glove at another - was to cast the gauntlet - meant to challenge to a

duel.
B. Life if full of challenges. Such cause zeal, doing great work. 
C. Men have often challenged others to do great things. 

1. Illus., Churchill to England during WWII. "Nothing to offer but blood, tears, sweat." The
greater the challenge, the greater the accomplishment.

D. Challenges are made in the Bible (see 2 Cor. 8:1-5,8).
1. 2 Corinthians 8:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of

God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance
of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality. 3 For I bear
witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,
4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the
ministering to the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to
the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

2. 2 Corinthians 8:8 (NKJV) — 8 I speak not by commandment, but I am testing the sincerity of
your love by the diligence of others.

E. None have challenged men as has Christ. We want to look at some of those challenges.

DISCUSSION:

II. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO FOLLOW HIM and be His Disciple:
A. To be a disciple requires "walking in his footsteps." (I Pet. 2:21)

1. 1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps:

2. It is more than being a "learner." One must approve, accept His ways.
B. Must follow in "bearing the cross" (Mt. 16:24).

1. Matthew 16:24 (NKJV) — 24 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come
after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

C. Challenge of Christ so inspiring. 
1. Millions have forsaken all to accept it, KNOWING THERE WOULD BE HARDSHIP.

(Lk. 9:58; I Thess. 3:4; I Thess. 1:6)
a. Luke 9:58 (NKJV) — 58 And Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of the air

have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head.”
b. 1 Thessalonians 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 For, in fact, we told you before when we were with

you that we would suffer tribulation, just as it happened, and you know.
c. 1 Thessalonians 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 And you became followers of us and of the Lord,

having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit,
D. The Life of Christ was so interesting, challenging to others because He was so interested in others. 

HE CARED FOR OTHERS.
1. He came to serve others. (Matt. 20:28)

a. Matthew 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to
serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.”

E. His life was not "wrapped up in self." (Romans 15:3 (NKJV) — 3 For even Christ did not please
Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached You fell on Me.)
1. Came to do the will of Another (Jn. 6:38) 

a. John 6:38 (NKJV) — 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but
the will of Him who sent Me.

2. Prayed for others (Lk. 23:34; Jn. 17:20,21)
a. Luke 23:34 (NKJV) — 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know

what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.
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b. John 17:20 (NKJV) — 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will
believe in Me through their word;
(1) John 17:21 (NKJV) — 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and

I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent
Me.

3. Lay down life for others (Jn. 15:13).
a. John 15:13 (NKJV) — 13 Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life

for his friends.

III. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO THINK AS HE THOUGHT:
A. Key to His conduct was His thinking.

1. He always did the right thing because He always thought the right thing. (see Prov. 23:7).
a. Proverbs 23:7 (NKJV) — 7 For as he thinks in his heart, so is he. “Eat and drink!” he

says to you, But his heart is not with you.
B.  CAN WE IMAGINE EVIL THOUGHTS IN THE MIND OF CHRIST? His thoughts were

centered on God, on doing things which were of benefit to others. 
C. We are challenged to "have His mind." (Phil. 2:5)

1. Philippians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
2. Thoughts of things "true, honest, just, pure, lovely, good report, virtue, etc." is only to say that

we are to THINK AS HE THOUGHT.
D. We live in a world of "impurity, corruption." 

1. How can we "breathe the clean air"?  
2. Only by thinking His thoughts.  
3. Must have desire for "clean heart."

E. This emphasized the need of Bible study, preaching, prayer, worship. 
1. Cannot think as He thought unless we know what He thought.

IV. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO OBEY AS HE OBEYED:
A. Learned obedience (Heb. 5:8,9). 

1. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him,

2. Even to death on cross (Phil. 2:5-11). 
a. Philippians 2:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and
of those under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

3. Shows us the spirit of obedience. Willing to accept God's ways, trusting that such was the right
and good way.
a. When suffered wrong, did so without bitterness. (I Pet. 2:23).

(1) 1 Peter 2:23 (NKJV) — 23 who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges
righteously;

B. We must obey as He obeyed. (Lk. 6:46; 2 Cor. 10:4,5; Rev. 22:14).
1. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which

I say?
2. 2 Corinthians 10:4 (NKJV) — 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty

in God for pulling down strongholds,
a. 2 Corinthians 10:5 (NKJV) — 5 casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts

itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience
of Christ,

3. Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) — 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may

Page 2 of  4



have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

V. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO LOVE AS HE LOVED:
A. CHALLENGE OF CHRIST IS TO "LOVE ONE ANOTHER AS I HAVE LOVED YOU" (JN.

15:12).
1. John 15:12 (NKJV) — 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have

loved you.
B. Note the NEW COMMANDMENT (Jn. 13:34,35; I Jn. 2:7,8).

1. John 13:34 (NKJV) — 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as
I have loved you, that you also love one another.
a. John 13:35 (NKJV) — 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have

love for one another.”
2. 1 John 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 Brethren, I write no new commandment to you, but an old

commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old commandment is the word
which you heard from the beginning.
a. 1 John 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 Again, a new commandment I write to you, which thing is true

in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the true light is already
shining.

C. His love to "challenge,"  "constrain" us. (2 Cor. 5:14)
1. 2 Corinthians 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 For the love of Christ compels us, because we judge thus:

that if One died for all, then all died;
D. Sharing of His life requires that we share His attitude toward others.

VI. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO GIVE AS HE GAVE:
A. Gave Himself (Eph. 5:25; Tit. 2:14).

1. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) — 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church
and gave Himself for her,

2. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every
lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.

B. Macedonian Christians (2 Cor. 8:5). "First gave themselves..." 
1. Christ challenges man to "total commitment." 
2. The only way to come to know the joy of serving Him is to "lay all on the altar." 
3. To withhold anything is to deny Him the place He demands in our life. 
4. One cannot "give" with the proper attitude unless he can give completely.

C. Lives to be "living sacrifices" (Rom. 12:1,2).
1. Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that

you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

2. The spirit of giving is caught as well as taught. It can be caught only from Jesus.”

VII. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO FORGIVE AS HE FORGAVE:
A. He was willing to forgive others (Lk. 23:34). 

1. Luke 23:34 (NKJV) — 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.

2. This was proof of His putting others interest above His own. 
B. Taught disciples to forgive (Mt. 6:9-14; Lk. 17).

1. Matthew 6:9–14 (NKJV) — 9 In this manner, therefore, pray: Our Father in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name. 10 Your kingdom come. Your will be done On earth as it is in
heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our
debtors. 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.

2. One of the greatest things one can do is to forgive. Not only for the other person, but the one
who forgives is made greater, becomes more Christ like.

C. Result of "kindness, tenderheartedness" which characterizes the new man in Christ (Eph. 4:32).
1. Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) — 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one
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another, even as God in Christ forgave you.

VIII. CHRIST CHALLENGES US TO ENDURE AS HE ENDURED:
A. He endured the cross, shame (Heb. 12:1,2; Mt. 24:13). 

1. Hebrews 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
a. Matthew 24:13 (NKJV) — 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.

2. Not just "standing up" under the suffering, but the attitude in which he did so.
3. “Finished the work" sent to do (Jn. 19:30).

a. John 19:30 (NKJV) — 30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is
finished!” And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

B. Paul "endured all things for the elects sake" (2 Tim. 2:10).
1. 2 Timothy 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they

also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.
C. So must the Christian endure (overcome) temptation (Jas. 1:12), hardships (2 Tim. 2: 2,3).

1. James 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

2. 2 Timothy 2:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many
witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 3 You therefore
must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.

IX. In Conclusion.
A. Consider the challenges of Christ. 

1. Such are designed to make one the kind of person he was created to be.
B. Challenges men to turn our backs on the world, live for Him. 
C. Have you begun to accept His challenges?
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