
CHALLENGES TO ACCEPT
Intro.

A. We are either going forward, standing still or falling behind. 
1. That saying is true for churches. The problem is that it is very easy to become complacent and

comfortable (the prelude to standing still). 
2. Once we stand still, everyone passes us by and we begin to fall behind.

B. Paul believed in moving ahead. Phil. 3:13-14 (NKJV) — 13 Brethren, I do not count myself to have
apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to
those things which are ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.

1. It is the only way to avoid stagnation and failure.
C. As a church, we need to think about what it takes to move ahead. 

1. We must never be satisfied with the past or believe that what we are doing in the present is all that
we can or should do. 

2. To achieve all that God will give us the opportunity to do, we must be ready to move forward to meet
the challenges of the future.

D. Last week I preached on the Challenges that Christ challenges us too - this morning I would like to
preach about the challenges we must accept. 

1. We need to decide that the challenges before us are there because God wants us to do something
about them.

I. The 1st Challenge to Accept - MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN THE WORLD 
A. God's Word says we must be different to make a difference. Matt. 5:13-16; 1 Pet. 2:9-10

1. Matthew 5:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do they light
a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
in heaven.
a. 1 Peter 2:9-10 (NKJV) - But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

Own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of the
darkness into His marvelous light - who once were not a people but are now the people of God,
who had not obtained mercy but now have obtained mercy.”

B. We need to accept the challenge of making a difference in our world - use the illustration of “Tunnel
to Tower fireman” - 9/11/2001 - “day off on his way to play a round of golf, heard the news of the
1st tower - turned around - went to station grabbed his gear headed to danger.   Tunnel was blocked
off so he strapped on 60lbs of gear and ran the 2miles plus to ground zero” - it was not his duty that
day that drove him - but the fact he could make a difference.

1. As Christians - we must have the same mind set of running towards danger not away from it and that
difference must come as we live rooted in and founded on the whole counsel of the Word of God.
a. Christians have been silenced and made to feel unwelcome and unwanted by the world.
b. I've got news for you: you are unwelcome and unwanted by the world, and it probably won't get

any better.
2. But we cannot let them shut us up, shut us down, shut us out, or shut us in.

C. We must show the world that we have answers to the problems plaguing mankind.
1. Prime example: We need to oppose the abortion of unborn children, not because it is politically

unacceptable, but because it is morally wrong.
2. However, those who advocate killing abortionists are just as wrong as the abortionists are.
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3. Political correctness should not govern our decisions and our lives, but Biblical correctness.
D. We can change the world the same way God's people have always changed the world by teaching

and preaching the gospel of Jesus and changing the hearts and minds of those who live around us.

II. The 2nd Challenge to Accept - EVANGELIZING OUR OWN COMMUNITY
A.  Many seem to think the gospel can be taught and accepted in some other time or some other place

other than right here, right now!
1. If only we were back in the fifties the gospel could be preached and people would listen and accept

it.
2. If only we were in Nigeria, Ghana or eastern Europe, Russia or China, people there are hungry for

the gospel and we could evangelize our own community.
B. Everywhere I have ever been, most people thought their community was not open to the gospel of

Jesus.
1. Was that based on the failure of well planned and well financed efforts to evangelize the local

community? No.
2. Was it because there was so much opposition or animosity to the church that no one would listen?

No.
3. Not because the people so God or His people that they refused to yield to His will? 

a. Mostly, it was because the local church simply did not make the effort.
4. Far too many congregations have no local plan of work, no budget for local evangelism, and use no

media to get out in the community. 
a. Something is wrong with this kind of thinking.

C. We must apply the Lord's instruction to teach and preach the gospel. Mark 16:15-16  (NKJV) —
15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16 He who
believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.

1. Coke Cola is so well known, that you can go into some of the most remote places in the world and
there you will find bottles of Coke.
a. I have watched travel programs and seen natives in the mountains of Tibet and natives on islands

in the middle of the Pacific drinking Coca Cola!
b. Their motto: Think globally, but act locally!

(1) They want to be everywhere.
(2) But to do it they know they take care of each location.

c. Illustration of two shoe salesmen in Africa - 1st - no market here people don’t wear shoes - 2nd -
Opportunity abounds - send the shoes.

2. This is what the early church did.
a. Even in the midst of a community that not only did not listen to them but persecuted them. Acts

8:4 (NKJV) — 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
b. The church at Thessalonica "sounded out the word of the Lord" (1 Thess. 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For

from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also
in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

c. And so should we.
3. We should recognize that evangelism is not far off, but close at hand, it is not the preacher's job,but

the job of every member of the congregation.
a. Each one of us should endeavor to talk, teach and discuss the Bible.
b. This applies at school, at work, on rest break and in the lunch room.
c. Don't expect immediate overnight conversions, but simply take and use and the most of each and

every opportunity that comes your way.
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III. The 3rd Challenge to Accept - IS DEVELOPING LEADERSHIP in this congregation
A. Have you thought about who will lead the church in 10, 20 or 30 years from now?

1. Paul invested himself in the training of Timothy.
a. Timothy was to do the same with other  faithful Christians. 2 Tim. 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 And the

things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who
will be able to teach others also.

b. These would in turn invest themselves in yet others.
c. Godly leaders must develop future leaders.

(1) Let me use the illustration of the building repair from Hurricane Florence - not a single person
under the age of 30 has led a hand in repair - mostly it has been for the most part 50 and older.

(2) It is easy to show up at services and enjoy the comforts of this building - but someone has
done the work to keep it clean - have the grounds kept and the building looking great - “Is it
you I ask?

(3) The idea of “IF YOU NEED HELP” ---- brethren its not a matter of “IF” - and leadership is
about putting oneself out there without anyone asking - knowing that it must be done, needs
to be done and will be done - by _______!

B. Just as there is a responsibility of leaders to train, there is a responsibility of followers to become
trained.

1. The best leaders have always had good followers.
2. Good leaders, most often, first learned how to be good followers.

C. I might add that the challenge is to develop male leadership. 1 Cor. 11:3; Eph. 5:23
1. 1 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV) — 3 But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the

head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.
a. Ephesians 5:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the

church; and He is the Savior of the body.
2. God has a chain of authority that we must respect and develop if we are going to succeed in

accomplishing His will.

IV. The 4th Challenge to Accept - IS FOLLOWING GOD'S WORD WHOLE HEARTEDLY 
A. The effort to move the church forward into the future must not abandon the foundation of Scripture

as our authority for what we do.
1. Paul warned and pleaded against the dangers of false teacher and false doctrines and the remedy

against such. Acts 20:29-32
a. Acts 20:29–32 (NKJV) — 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come

in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember
that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32 “So now,
brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.

b. Without an strong and faithful adherence to God's Word we will lose our inheritance!
2. Peter reminded us of our base and the source of all our doctrine and teaching. 1 Pet. 4:11

a. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

B. In recent years, that have been decisions made that threaten to change our worship and our work with
unbiblical reasoning.

1. The increased use of entertainment as a replacement for worship.
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a. Abandoning the model of male leadership.... occurring within congregations within our driving
distance.

b. I am all for Ladies bible studies and such like - but I have seen a steady departure of women
wanting more and more leadership roles in worship and the work of the Lord, that it is nothing
but the world’s ideas invading the hearts of the church. 

2. Use of instrumental music in our worship..... this very issue led to the split back in the 50's with what
is now called the Christian church denomination.
a. When we don’t find any love in the “old paths” - we are in danger of the destruction that will

come at the Hand of God - depart I never knew you.
b. I love to sing the old songs and the new ones - but we must not become bored with the old and

only get excited because they are new songs.
(1) I like many here - love to learn a song I have never sung before - but is it the beat, the rhythm

that moves me or is it the words - “like - It is well with my Soul” 
3. De-emphasis on the role of baptism in salvation.

a. Not that this is the only step in salvation - but a push to make it less important than what it is -
is underway in congregations.

4. Compromise of various other doctrinal points for the sake of making Christianity more appealing
to the world.
a. Instead of converting those of the world to conform to the Word, many are converting the church

to conform to the world.
b. The Bible is a "nice" book that provides some interesting inspirational stories, but when it

contradicts what some think or feel or want, then it is discarded and replaced by pop psychology,
political correctness and religion worship based upon self.

C. Here's what the Bible says about the importance of God's word. Deut. 12:32; Rev. 22:18-19
1. Deuteronomy 12:32 (NKJV) — 32 “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you shall

not add to it nor take away from it.
2. Revelation 22:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy

of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this
book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

3. Same in the OLD Testament as it is in the NEW!
D. Those who are going to believe that the Bible is the word of God, must also believe that God put in

it all that we must believe and do.
1. Beyond that, people simply add or subtract their own ideas and desires in place of God's.
2. With such changes God is not pleased.

E. We must be a people rooted in the book.
1. We must know what God's will is.
2. We must not be so tied to our traditions or customs that we fight against God's will.
3. We must not be so quick to look for new answers and methods that we neglect what God says.

V. In Conclusion.
A. Ultimately, moving the church forward into the future involves every member - Male and Female

; Young and Old. 
B. Since the church is made up of people, the church moves only as its people move. 
C. All these challenges are personal challenges to each one of us - just as last weeks lesson was a

challenge to us.
"This Is My Congregation"

My congregation is composed of people just like me. My congregation will be friendly, if I am friendly.
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It will do the Lord's great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts to the Lord's cause, if I am
generous. It will bring others to Christ, if I bring them. It will fill the seats of its meeting place, if I fill

them. It will be a congregation of loyalty, faith, service and love, if I am filled with these. 
Therefore, I dedicate myself to the task of being what I want my congregation to be and, with God's help,

it will be what the Lord wants it to be, and it will be His church.
(By Bill Denton and modified by Wayne Greeson)
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