
How Are We To Be United in Such A Divided World - James 4:1-10
Intro:

A. We are living in an increasingly divided world.   A world where wars and violence are seen as the
solution.

1. Humanity is increasingly divided by fears, racial divides, religious divides and political divides.
a. Nations / Governments
b. Within Nations / Governments
c. Between Races / Nationalities
d. Differing World-views
e. Differing Standards of Morality
f. Differing Religions

2. What is the solution?  -  The WORLD Attempts To Solve The Problem By Doing Away With &
Rejecting ALL ABSOLUTES!

a. This is the norm of society today - I would rather be politically correct than stand with that which
is right. Isaiah 5:20 (NKJV) - 20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who put
darkness for light, and light for darkness; Who put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

(1) WITH GOD WITH Satan 
(a) TRUTH      LIE
(b) RIGHT      WRONG
(c) GOOD       BAD
(d) LIGHT       DARK
(e) LOVE       HATE

b. These are the absolutes that exist
(1) We are on one side or the other - either with God as with:

(a) Able; Noah; Joseph; Elijah; Jeremiah; Jesus; Steven; Paul
(2) Or AGAINST GOD as with:

(a) Cain; Antediluvian World; Joseph’s Brothers; Ahab; JEWS; World …
c. It is certainly not violence, It is not politics and not war!

(1) Isaiah 59:1-2 (NKJV) - 1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor
His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God;
And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

d. So what is the solution to being UNITED in a DIVISIVE WORLD.
B. James 4:1-10 - helps us to answer this all important question.

1. Let us now examine some simple truths from Scripture

II. There is GREAT Power In UNITY - and DIVISION BRINGS ABOUT WEAKNESS
A. Noting a few scriptures from Old and New

1. The tower of Babel -  Genesis 11:6–8 (NKJV) - 6 And the Lord said, “Indeed the people are one
and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose
to do will be withheld from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that
they may not understand one another’s speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there
over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city.

a. Luke 1:51 (NKJV) - 51 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the
imagination of their hearts.

b. Matthew 10:34 (NKJV) - 34 “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come
to bring peace but a sword.

2. Matthew 12:30 (NKJV) - 30 He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather
with Me scatters abroad.
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a. Matthew 12:25–26 (NKJV) - 25 But Jesus knew their thoughts, and said to them: “Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided against
itself will not stand. 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself. How then will his
kingdom stand?

b. James 4:4 (NKJV) - 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself
an enemy of God.

3. UNITY - Psalm 133:1 (NKJV) - 1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell
together in unity!

a. Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NKJV) - 12 Though one may be overpowered by another, two can withstand
him. And a threefold cord is not quickly broken.

B. Amos 3:3 (NKJV) - 3 Can two walk together, unless they are agreed?
1. Prayer of Jesus - John 17:20-23 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who

will believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and
I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 22 And
the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We are one: 23 I in
them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

2. Plea of Paul - 1 Cor 1:10-13 (NKJV) - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for
you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

3. Attitude - Eph 4:1-3 ; Phil 2:1-5 ; James 3:17,18
a. Ephesians 4:1-3 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy

of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in
the bond of peace.

b. Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-
minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through
selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.
4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

c. James 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

(1) James 3:18 (NKJV) - 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make
peace.

4. Doctrine - Eph 4:4-6 ; 1 John 1:5-10 ; 2 John 9
a. Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) - 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one

hope of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all.

b. 1 John 1:5-10 (NKJV) - 5 This is the message which we have heard from Him and declare to
you, that God is light and in Him is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as
He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
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cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His
word is not in us.

c. 2 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

5. One Body - Acts 2:38-47 ; 1 Cor 12:12-27 ; Eph 4:8-16
a. Acts 2:38-47 (NKJV) - 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit. 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as
many as the Lord our God will call.” 40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted
them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation.” 41 Then those who gladly received his
word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42 And they
continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in
prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the
apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold
their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing
daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food
with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

b. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NKJV) - 12 For as the body is one and has many members, but all the
members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body— whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free—and have all
been made to drink into one Spirit. 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many. 15 If
the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not of the
body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,” is it
therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If the
whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set the members, each
one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one member, where would
the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one body. 21 And the eye cannot
say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”
22 No, much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And
those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these we bestow greater
honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no
need. But God composed the body, having given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that
there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one
another. 26 And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members
individually.

c. Ephesians 4:8-16 (NKJV) - 8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity
captive, And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He
also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who
ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He Himself gave some
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we
all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the
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cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all
things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit
together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

III. Where Do Wars and Fights come from Among You? - 
A. James 3:14-4:4 (NKJV) - 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast

and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual,
demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 17 But
the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and
good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace by those who make peace. 1 Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not
come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? 2 You lust and do not have. You
murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4
Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

1. James lists several things we must be aware of to answer this question
a. 3:14  - Bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts,
b. 3:15  - Earthly, sensual, demonic - wisdom
c. 4:1  - From your desires for pleasure that war in your members?
d. 4:2  - You lust and do not have - You murder and covet and cannot obtain.
e. 4:3  - you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. -
f. 4:4  - Friendship with the world is enmity with God?

B. What causes Divisiveness -Those who teach a different gospel / doctrine - Gal 1:6-9; Romans 16:17
1. Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) - 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called you

in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble
you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any
other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said
before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have
received, let him be accursed.

a. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) - 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.

2. Those who do not abide in the doctrine of Christ - 2 John 9,10; Rev 2:15
a. 2 John 9 (NKJV) - 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not

have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
(1) 2 John 10 (NKJV) - 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive

him into your house nor greet him;
b. Revelation 2:15 (NKJV) - 15 Thus you also have those who hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans,

which thing I hate.
3. Those who are immoral - 2 Corinthians 5:1-7; Rev 2:14

a. 2 Corinthians 5:1-7 (NKJV) - 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed,
we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this
we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed,
having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being
burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be
swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has
given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at
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home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
b. Revelation 2:14 (NKJV) - 14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those

who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children
of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

4. Those who are greedy - Joshua 7; Acts 5:1-4
a. Acts 5:1-4 (NKJV) - 1 But a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a

possession. 2 And he kept back part of the proceeds, his wife also being aware of it, and brought
a certain part and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled
your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of the land for yourself? 4
While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own control?
Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men but to God.”

5. Those who are unfaithful - Numbers 14; Hebrews 3:16-18; 2 Thess 3:14,15
a. Hebrews 3:16-18 (NKJV) - 16 For who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came

out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those
who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would
not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?

b. 2 Thessalonians 3:14 (NKJV) - 14 And if anyone does not obey our word in this epistle, note
that person and do not keep company with him, that he may be ashamed.

(1) 2 Thessalonians 3:15 (NKJV) - 15 Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as
a brother.

6. Sinful attitudes - (pride; selfishness; greed; hatred; jealousy; etc.) - James 3:14-16; 2 Cor 12:20
a. James 3:14-16 (NKJV) - 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not

boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly,
sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are
there.

b. 2 Corinthians 12:20 (NKJV) - 20 For I fear lest, when I come, I shall not find you such as I
wish, and that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish; lest there be contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, backbitings, whisperings, conceits, tumults;

IV. Submission to Christ brings UNITY - 
A. 1 Cor 1:10-13 - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you

all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be perfectly joined
together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been declared to me concerning
you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now I
say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am
of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of
Paul?

1. A Divisive World:
a. Disrespects The Authority of Christ – (10)
b. Push philosophy, not scripture – (10)
c. Carnality – following men rather than Jesus Christ – (preacheritis) (10-13)

2. But a UNIFIED WORLD will:
a. Respects The Authority of Christ – (10)
b. Speaks where the Bible speaks – (10; cf. 1 Pet 4:11)(NKJV) - 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak

as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies,
that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen.
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c. Have The Same Mind & Judgment – i.e. follow the same leader – Jesus Christ – (10-13)
B. Philippians 2:1–5 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love,

if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each
of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

1. The DIVISIVE WORLD have:
a. Differing ideas & goals – (1)
b. Differing Priorities – (2)
c. Differing affections – (2)
d. Differing in thought – (2)
e. Pride –  seeking glory - (3)
f. Disdain for others – (3)
g. Serving only self – (4)

2. THE UNIFIED WORLD is:
a. Being like minded – (2)
b. Having the same love - (2)
c. Being of one accord – (2)
d. Being of one mind – (2)
e. Humility in serving - (3)
f. Mutual respect – (3)
g. Serving one another – (4)

C. James 3:13–17 (NKJV) - 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good
conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-
seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from
above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and
every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle,
willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy.

1. The DIVISIVE WORLD:
a. Wisdom from below – (13)
b. Iniquity & impurity - (13,17)
c. Harshness, rude – (13,17)
d. Warmongers – (17)
e. Obstinate – (17)
f. Unforgiving, evil fruits – (17)
g. Partiality – (17)
h. Hypocrisy – (17)

2. THE UNIFIED WORLD:
a. Wisdom from above – (13)
b. Righteousness & purity – (13,17)
c. Meekness (gentleness) – (13,17)
d. Peaceable – (17)
e. Willing to yield – (17)
f. Mercy & good fruits – (17)

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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g. Impartiality – (17)
h. Sincerity – (17)

V. In Conclusion:
A. James 4:1–10 (NKJV) - 5 Or do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells

in us yearns jealously”? 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.

B. Ephesians 4:1–3 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

C. When all men will lay down their creeds, disciplines, manuals, confessions of faith, catechisms,
think-so's, maybe's, and subjective feelings, and with an unprejudiced and receptive heart turn to the
Word of God, then, and ONLY then, will unity result.

D. We must be committed to being nothing, calling ourselves nothing, obeying nothing, and saying
nothing except that which is authorized by the Word of God.
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