
THE GREAT PHYSICIAN - Part One   
Intro:

A. Society is extremely "health conscious."
1. Millions spent yearly on health magazines, foods, "fads."
2. Doctors engaged in thriving business. Say great percent of patients have nothing organically

wrong.
3. Billions spent in research to find cause, cure of dread diseases. People crying for a great amount

to be spent in research for cure of AIDS. Not uncommon to hear of several million dollars to be
spent on machines. ($10 million for X-Ray machine.)

B. Ads- "When you lose your health, you lose everything."
1. Although not everything, physical health is important.
2. Realize body is instrument through which God is to be served, glorified.

a. (I Cor. 6:19,20) To fail to take advantage of opportunities to preserve health is to rob God
of the use of our bodies.
(1) 1 Corinthians 6:19 (NKJV) - 19 Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the

Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own?
(2) 1 Corinthians 6:20 (NKJV) - 20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God

in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

II. With great emphasis on physical health, tragic to realize that most are unconcerned with
SPIRITUAL HEALTH. III John 2  (NKJV) - 2 Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and
be in health, just as your soul prospers.
A. Man is a dual being: body and soul. (II Cor. 4:16 ; Jas. 2:26)

1. 2 Corinthians 4:16 (NKJV) - 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man
is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.

2. James 2:26 (NKJV) - 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also.

B. God's evaluation of the body: "a tent," a temporary dwelling. (II Cor. 5:1 ; Psa 90)
1. 2 Corinthians 5:1 (NKJV) - 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we

have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2. Psalm 90 (NKJV) - 1 A Prayer Of Moses the Man of God. Lord, You have been our dwelling

place in all generations. 2 Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the
earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. 3 You turn man to
destruction, And say, “Return, O children of men.” 4 For a thousand years in Your sight Are like
yesterday when it is past, And like a watch in the night. 5 You carry them away like a flood;
They are like a sleep. In the morning they are like grass which grows up: 6 In the morning it
flourishes and grows up; In the evening it is cut down and withers. 7 For we have been consumed
by Your anger, And by Your wrath we are terrified. 8 You have set our iniquities before You,
Our secret sins in the light of Your countenance. 9 For all our days have passed away in Your
wrath; We finish our years like a sigh. 10 The days of our lives are seventy years; And if by
reason of strength they are eighty years, Yet their boast is only labor and sorrow; For it is soon
cut off, and we fly away. 11 Who knows the power of Your anger? For as the fear of You, so is
Your wrath. 12 So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of wisdom. 13 Return,
O Lord! How long? And have compassion on Your servants. 14 Oh, satisfy us early with Your
mercy, That we may rejoice and be glad all our days! 15 Make us glad according to the days in
which You have afflicted us, The years in which we have seen evil. 16 Let Your work appear to
Your servants, And Your glory to their children. 17 And let the beauty of the Lord our God be
upon us, And establish the work of our hands for us; Yes, establish the work of our hands.
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a. (v.10) So teach us to number our days. 
b. (v.12) Consider the brevity of life. (Jas. 4:14)

(1) James 4:14 (NKJV) - 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For
what is your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.

C. Consequently, Bible places greater emphasis on spiritual health other than the physical.
1. (Matt. 16:26) What if live to be 100, no sickness? 

a. Matthew 16:26 (NKJV) - 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?

2. Uncertainty. (Lk. 12:20). Final loss.
a. Luke 12:20 (NKJV) - 20 But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required

of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?’
D. Casual observer sees that the world we live in is immorally and spiritually sick. Crime, hatred,

violence, divorce, drugs, alcohol, etc.  Like Israel, the head is sick, no soundness in thought. (Isa.
1:5,6).
1. Isaiah 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 Why should you be stricken again? You will revolt more and more. The

whole head is sick, And the whole heart faints.
a. Isaiah 1:6 (NKJV) - 6 From the sole of the foot even to the head, There is no soundness in

it, But wounds and bruises and putrefying sores; They have not been closed or bound up, Or
soothed with ointment.

2. In time of spiritual sickness. Jer 8:15 "Is there no balm in Gilead, is there no physician there?"
Jer 8:22 Answer to their illness, but refused.
a. Jeremiah 8:15 (NKJV) - 15 “We looked for peace, but no good came; And for a time of

health, and there was trouble!
b. Jeremiah 8:22 (NKJV) - 22 Is there no balm in Gilead, Is there no physician there? Why

then is there no recovery For the health of the daughter of my people?
3. Society is sick because individuals are spiritually sick, and refuse the remedy God has provided.

III. JESUS CHRIST POSSESSES ALL QUALIFICATIONS OF THE GREAT PHYSICIAN.  - Mark
2:13-17 (NKJV) - 13 Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and
He taught them. 14 As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And
He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 15 Now it happened, as He was
dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His
disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him. 16 And when the scribes and Pharisees saw
Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats
and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.”
A. INFINITE KNOWLEDGE:

1. When consult physician, we want one who has studied: has knowledge of body, disease,
remedy-- kept abreast of information.
a. Often, "Don't know what causes disease: try remedy. 
b. Treat outward symptoms, 'relieve pain.'

2. Many who would be "physicians" of spiritual ills have little knowledge; treat symptoms-- do not
know cure for problems. They "heal somewhat the hurt."

3. Jesus Christ has infinite knowledge. Col. 2:3 (NKJV) - 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures
of wisdom and knowledge.
a. Knowledge of patient. Can't hide problem. (Mk. 10:21)

(1) Mark 10:21 (NKJV) - 21 Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One

Page 2 of  5



thing you lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.”

b. Knowledge of illness. Knows origin, working, consequence of disease of sin.
(1) Reason such drastic action required. Man doesn't understand at times. (see Mk. 9:47.

Doctor often removes an infected part of body. Patient doesn't understand why.
(a) Mark 9:47 (NKJV) - 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better

for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be
cast into hell fire—

c. Perfect knowledge of remedies. Doesn't have to experiment. Calls for forsaking of ways,
thoughts. Isa. 55:8. 
(1) Isaiah 55:8 (NKJV) - 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My

ways,” says the Lord.
B. POWER TO HEAL:

1. Physicians work with limited knowledge, resources-- depend on what they have available. At
times have to say, "we have done all we can do."

2. The Great physician has power to heal. Lk. 5:17-24 ; 8:43, 47. 
a. Luke 5:17-24 (NKJV) - 17 Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there

were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of
Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them. 18 Then
behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and
lay before Him. 19 And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of
the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling
into the midst before Jesus. 20 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are
forgiven you.” 21 And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this
who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” 22 But when Jesus
perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your
hearts? 23 Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and
walk’? 24 But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive
sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go
to your house.”

b. Luke 8:43 (NKJV) - 43 Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had
spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any,

c. Luke 8:47 (NKJV) - 47 Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she came
trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the
people the reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately.

3. EVEN POWER TO BRING TO LIFE THAT WHICH IS DEAD. John 5:25 (NKJV) - 25 Most
assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the
Son of God; and those who hear will live.

C. SUCCESS IN HEALING:
1. Desire physician who has demonstrated ability: one who has not lost half of his patients. (Doctor

who told patient that he had only lost one patient with his disease. When asked how long he had
been practicing, answered, "one week.")

2. HE IS THE PHYSICIAN WHO NEVER FAILS when patient follows instructions. Marshall
Keeble, "The Doctor Who Never Lost A Case." (see Paul. I Tim. 1:12,13)
a. 1 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) - 12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me,

because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry,
b. 1 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) - 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an

insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
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D. I WANT A PHYSICIAN WHO IS UNDERSTANDING, and HAS SYMPATHY:
1. Many doctors are unsympathetic. Demands show not concerned for pain and suffering. (At times,

pain is necessary.)
2. Great physician has experienced pain. HE LEARNED OBEDIENCE BY SUFFERING.

(Heb.5:8) (NKJV) - 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered.

3. HE ENDURED THE CROSS. Heb. 12:2-4
a. Hebrews 12:2-4 (NKJV) - 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for

the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from
sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have
not yet resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.

4. “I KNOW HE CARES...HIS HEART IS TOUCHED WITH MY GRIEF..."
a. Matt. 9:36-38 ; 23:37-38 ; Lk. 19:41 ; Heb. 2:17-18 ; 4:15.

(1) Matthew 9:36-38 (NKJV) - 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no
shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the
laborers are few. 38 Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His
harvest.”

(2) Matthew 23:37-38 (NKJV) - 37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! 38 See!
Your house is left to you desolate;

(3) Luke 19:41 (NKJV) - 41 Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it,
(4) Hebrews 2:17-18 (NKJV) - 17 Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His

brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful High Priest in things pertaining to God,
to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For in that He Himself has suffered,
being tempted, He is able to aid those who are tempted.

(5) Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV) - 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize
with our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin.

b. “There’s not a friend like the Lowly Jesus - no not one”
E. TERMS OF PAYMENT:

1. Men often discouraged from seeking a physician. "Can't afford it."
2. "Without money and without price." Isa. 55:1,2

a. Isaiah 55:1 (NKJV) - 1 “Ho! Everyone who thirsts, Come to the waters; And you who have
no money, Come, buy and eat. Yes, come, buy wine and milk Without money and without
price.
(1) Isaiah 55:2 (NKJV) - 2 Why do you spend money for what is not bread, And your wages

for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, And let your soul
delight itself in abundance.

IV. Conclusion
A. Are you willing to seek the GREAT PHYSICIAN? 
B. Opportunity to know about Him is of no value if do not seek.  Multitudes surrounded Christ: one

woman "touched the hem of his garment" to be healed. Lk. 8:43-47.
1. Luke 8:43-47 (NKJV) - 43 Now a woman, having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had
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spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, 44 came from behind and
touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped. 45 And Jesus
said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the
multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ” 46 But Jesus said,
“Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” 47 Now when the
woman saw that she was not hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she
declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had touched Him and how she
was healed immediately.

C. Lord Willing - next week we will look at the Patients responsibilities to the Great Physician.
D. If not a child of God, you have a "terminal disease." 

1. No such thing as terminal disease for those willing to obey the Great Physician, walk in His 
truth.

Updated and Re-worked as my own JC. 20/7/91 - May 10th 2017
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