
RESTORING THAT WHICH IS BROKEN - A Study from Nehemiah
Intro:

A. In our study this month we want to focus of restoration.   We have noted the principle last week is
not a new one - but in every age and throughout history what originally was intended by God
becomes corrupted by man and thus either God will clean up the act or man must restore what is
broken.
1. When God stepped in the consequences of men’s corruption where harsh.   The eternal

consequences of just accepting the broken system is eternal Hell fire.
2. So it is up to us to honestly and truthfully desire the old paths (Jer. 6:16) and choose to walk

therein as well as examine ourselves to see whether we are in the faith.
a. If we find things that are broken in our lives we must honestly not ignore it - we must be like

Nehemiah who went to work to restore what was broken.
3. The principles of revival and restoration spoken of in Nehemiah apply to:

a. Cities, societies –
b. Relationships –
c. Individuals –
d. The church -

B. The circumstances of the narrative
1. Nehemiah hears of Jerusalem’s condition – (1:1-11)
2. Nehemiah expresses his desire to king Artaxerxes – (2:1-8)
3. Nehemiah goes to Jerusalem and discovers it’s needs – (2:9-16)
4. Nehemiah reveals his purpose and mission – (2:17-20)
5. Under Nehemiah’s leadership the people band together for the work – (3:1-32)
6. Nehemiah and the people overcome opposition (2:19,20; 4:1-6:14)
7. The wall completed in 52 days – (6:15-7:3)
8. The restoration of the people – (8:1-13:31)

C. In our study we will note these areas of discussion:
1. Caring About God’s Will and the People
2. Making an Honest examination of Ourselves and the Situation
3. How are we cooperating with God and others
4. And are we Persevering and Diligent
5. Do I have reverence and respect for God and His Word?

II. Caring About God’s Will and the People
A. Only a minority seem to care – (Neh. 1:2-4; Jer. 6:16,17; Matt. 7:13,14)

1. Nehemiah 1:2-4 (NKJV) - 2 that Hanani one of my brethren came with men from Judah; and
I asked them concerning the Jews who had escaped, who had survived the captivity, and
concerning Jerusalem. 3 And they said to me, “The survivors who are left from the captivity in
the province are there in great distress and reproach. The wall of Jerusalem is also broken down,
and its gates are burned with fire.” 4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and
wept, and mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

2. Jeremiah 6:16 (NKJV) - 16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old
paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they
said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
a. Jeremiah 6:17 (NKJV) - 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of

the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’
3. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) - 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way

that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
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a. Matthew 7:14 (NKJV) - 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads
to life, and there are few who find it.

B. Does sin and apathy among God’s people, and others bother us? – (Neh. 1:4; 2:2-4; 2 Cor 11:28;
Acts 20:18-35)
1. Nehemiah 1:4 (NKJV) - 4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and

mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.
2. Nehemiah 2:2-4 (NKJV) - 2 Therefore the king said to me, “Why is your face sad, since you are

not sick? This is nothing but sorrow of heart.” So I became dreadfully afraid, 3 and said to the
king, “May the king live forever! Why should my face not be sad, when the city, the place of my
fathers’ tombs, lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire?” 4 Then the king said to me, “What
do you request?” So I prayed to the God of heaven.

3. 2 Corinthians 11:28 (NKJV) - 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep
concern for all the churches.

4. Acts 20:18-35 (NKJV) - 18 And when they had come to him, he said to them: “You know, from
the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you, 19 serving the Lord
with all humility, with many tears and trials which happened to me by the plotting of the Jews;
20 how I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you, and taught you publicly
and from house to house, 21 testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks, repentance toward God and
faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not
knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every
city, saying that chains and tribulations await me. 24 But none of these things move me; nor do
I count my life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 “And indeed, now
I know that you all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, will see my face
no more. 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of all men. 27 For
I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Therefore take heed to
yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after
themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears. 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word
of His grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified. 33 I have coveted no one’s silver or gold or apparel. 34 Yes, you yourselves know that
these hands have provided for my necessities, and for those who were with me. 35 I have shown
you in every way, by laboring like this, that you must support the weak. And remember the words
of the Lord Jesus, that He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

C. Do we care enough to seek God’s assistance and take action? - (Neh. 2:4-8; Acts 18:23; 2 Cor.
11:23-27) 
1. Nehemiah 2:4-8 (NKJV) - 4 Then the king said to me, “What do you request?” So I prayed to

the God of heaven. 5 And I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, and if your servant has found
favor in your sight, I ask that you send me to Judah, to the city of my fathers’ tombs, that I may
rebuild it.” 6 Then the king said to me (the queen also sitting beside him), “How long will your
journey be? And when will you return?” So it pleased the king to send me; and I set him a time.
7 Furthermore I said to the king, “If it pleases the king, let letters be given to me for the
governors of the region beyond the River, that they must permit me to pass through till I come
to Judah, 8 and a letter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he must give me timber to
make beams for the gates of the citadel which pertains to the temple, for the city wall, and for
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the house that I will occupy.” And the king granted them to me according to the good hand of
my God upon me.

2. Acts 18:23 (NKJV) - 23 After he had spent some time there, he departed and went over the
region of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples.

3. 2 Corinthians 11:23-27 (NKJV) - 23 Are they ministers of Christ?—I speak as a fool—I am
more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths
often. 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was
beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been
in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own
countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in
the sea, in perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness—

D. What hope does this country have unless, and until, people care about what God says?
1. How can a marriage, or any other broken relationship, be repaired without both parties caring?
2. How can a person come to God or be restored if they do not care?  Prov 1:7

a. Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) - 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and instruction.

III. Making an Honest examination of Ourselves and the Situation
A. Nehemiah knew why Jerusalem was in the condition it was – (Neh. 1:4-7)

1. Nehemiah 1:4-7 (NKJV) - 4 So it was, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and
mourned for many days; I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven. 5 And I said: “I
pray, Lord God of heaven, O great and awesome God, You who keep Your covenant and mercy
with those who love You and observe Your commandments, 6 please let Your ear be attentive
and Your eyes open, that You may hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now,
day and night, for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of
Israel which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned. 7 We have
acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, nor the
ordinances which You commanded Your servant Moses.

B. Nehemiah took a survey of what needed to be done and was determined to fix it with GOD’s help!
– (Neh. 2:11-20)
1. Nehemiah 2:11-20 (NKJV) - 11 So I came to Jerusalem and was there three days. 12 Then I

arose in the night, I and a few men with me; I told no one what my God had put in my heart to
do at Jerusalem; nor was there any animal with me, except the one on which I rode. 13 And I
went out by night through the Valley Gate to the Serpent Well and the Refuse Gate, and viewed
the walls of Jerusalem which were broken down and its gates which were burned with fire. 14
Then I went on to the Fountain Gate and to the King’s Pool, but there was no room for the
animal under me to pass. 15 So I went up in the night by the valley, and viewed the wall; then
I turned back and entered by the Valley Gate, and so returned. 16 And the officials did not know
where I had gone or what I had done; I had not yet told the Jews, the priests, the nobles, the
officials, or the others who did the work. 17 Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we
are in, how Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the
wall of Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.” 18 And I told them of the hand of my
God which had been good upon me, and also of the king’s words that he had spoken to me. So
they said, “Let us rise up and build.” Then they set their hands to this good work. 19 But when
Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Ammonite official, and Geshem the Arab heard of it, they
laughed at us and despised us, and said, “What is this thing that you are doing? Will you rebel
against the king?” 20 So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven Himself will
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prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no heritage or right or
memorial in Jerusalem.”

C. How can we correct that which is broken if we refuse to see why, and what it will take to correct it?
– (Hag. 1:5; 2 Cor.13:5; Rev. 2:5)
1. Haggai 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 Now therefore, thus says the Lord of hosts: “Consider your ways!
2. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) - 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

3. Revelation 2:5 (NKJV) - 5 Remember therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do the
first works, or else I will come to you quickly and remove your lampstand from its place—unless
you repent.

D. Pride prevents us from seeing things amiss in our lives – refusing to see “the distress that we are in”
and that our lives “lie in waste,” (ruin), without God – (Neh 2:17).
1. Nehemiah 2:17 (NKJV) - 17 Then I said to them, “You see the distress that we are in, how

Jerusalem lies waste, and its gates are burned with fire. Come and let us build the wall of
Jerusalem, that we may no longer be a reproach.”

E. Sin is the real problem in our country, broken relationships, broken lives, and broken churches! –
(Neh. 1:6,7; Prov. 14:34; Luke 15:17; Rev 3:17)
1. Nehemiah 1:6 (NKJV) - 6 please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes open, that You may

hear the prayer of Your servant which I pray before You now, day and night, for the children of
Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel which we have sinned against
You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned.
a. Nehemiah 1:7 (NKJV) - 7 We have acted very corruptly against You, and have not kept the

commandments, the statutes, nor the ordinances which You commanded Your servant
Moses.

2. Proverbs 14:34 (NKJV) - 34 Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.
3. Luke 15:17 (NKJV) - 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s

hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!
4. Revelation 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need

of nothing’—and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked—

IV. How are we cooperating with God and others
A. Depending upon God by humbling themselves to obey His will – (Neh. 1:5,9; 2:20; Mat. 7:21-23;

1 Pet 5:5,6)
1. Nehemiah 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 And I said: “I pray, Lord God of heaven, O great and awesome God,

You who keep Your covenant and mercy with those who love You and observe Your
commandments,

2. Nehemiah 1:9 (NKJV) - 9 but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them,
though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from
there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’

3. Nehemiah 2:20 (NKJV) - 20 So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven
Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no heritage
or right or memorial in Jerusalem.”

4. Matthew 7:21-23 (NKJV) - 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
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5. 1 Peter 5:5 (NKJV) - 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all
of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud,
But gives grace to the humble.”
a. 1 Peter 5:6 (NKJV) - 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He

may exalt you in due time,
B. All the people worked TOGETHER to rebuild the wall - (Neh. 3:1-32)

1. Are we part of the problem are or are we part of the solution?
C. Jerusalem would not have been revived had they not worked together – neither will nations,

marriages, or churches! – (Eph. 4:11-16; 5:22-33; Jn 17:20,21; 1 Cor. 1:10)
1. Ephesians 4:11-16 (NKJV) - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,

some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ— 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

2. Ephesians 5:22-33 (NKJV) - 22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the
body. 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the
word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or
any such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love
their own wives as their own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30 For we
are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 31 “For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” 32 This is
a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless let each one of
you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her
husband.

3. John 17:20 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word;
a. John 17:21 (NKJV) - 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You;

that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
4. 1 Corinthians 1:10 (NKJV) - 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.

V. And are we Persevering and Diligent
A. In the face of outside opposition – (Neh. 4:1-3)

1. Verbal mockery and ridicule – 2:19; 4:1-3;
2. Threats of force – 4:7,8
3. Plots to destroy leadership by force – 6:2,3
4. Scheming to cause fear, doubt & sin – 6:9,14

B. Faith – depended on God - prayed to God - (Neh 1:9; 2:20; 4:4-5,9; 6:9,14)
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1. Nehemiah 1:9 (NKJV) - 9 but if you return to Me, and keep My commandments and do them,
though some of you were cast out to the farthest part of the heavens, yet I will gather them from
there, and bring them to the place which I have chosen as a dwelling for My name.’
a. Nehemiah 2:20 (NKJV) - 20 So I answered them, and said to them, “The God of heaven

Himself will prosper us; therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no
heritage or right or memorial in Jerusalem.”

b. Nehemiah 4:4-5 (NKJV) - 4 Hear, O our God, for we are despised; turn their reproach on
their own heads, and give them as plunder to a land of captivity! 5 Do not cover their
iniquity, and do not let their sin be blotted out from before You; for they have provoked You
to anger before the builders.

c. Nehemiah 4:9 (NKJV) - 9 Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of
them we set a watch against them day and night.

d. Nehemiah 6:9 (NKJV) - 9 For they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, “Their hands
will be weakened in the work, and it will not be done.” Now therefore, O God, strengthen
my hands.

e. Nehemiah 6:14 (NKJV) - 14 My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat, according to these
their works, and the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who would have made
me afraid.

2. Attitude – “mind to work” committed, determined, focused - (Neh 4:6).
a. Nehemiah 4:6 (NKJV) - 6 So we built the wall, and the entire wall was joined together up

to half its height, for the people had a mind to work.
3. Overcame - worked in the midst of opposition, rubbish and internal problems - (Neh 4:7-12; 5:1-

13).
a. Nehemiah 4:7-12 (NKJV) - 7 Now it happened, when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the

Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem were being restored and
the gaps were beginning to be closed, that they became very angry, 8 and all of them
conspired together to come and attack Jerusalem and create confusion. 9 Nevertheless we
made our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night.
10 Then Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is failing, and there is so much rubbish that
we are not able to build the wall.” 11 And our adversaries said, “They will neither know nor
see anything, till we come into their midst and kill them and cause the work to cease.” 12 So
it was, when the Jews who dwelt near them came, that they told us ten times, “From
whatever place you turn, they will be upon us.”

b. Nehemiah 5:1-13 (NKJV) - 1 And there was a great outcry of the people and their wives
against their Jewish brethren. 2 For there were those who said, “We, our sons, and our
daughters are many; therefore let us get grain, that we may eat and live.” 3 There were also
some who said, “We have mortgaged our lands and vineyards and houses, that we might buy
grain because of the famine.” 4 There were also those who said, “We have borrowed money
for the king’s tax on our lands and vineyards. 5 Yet now our flesh is as the flesh of our
brethren, our children as their children; and indeed we are forcing our sons and our daughters
to be slaves, and some of our daughters have been brought into slavery. It is not in our power
to redeem them, for other men have our lands and vineyards.” 6 And I became very angry
when I heard their outcry and these words. 7 After serious thought, I rebuked the nobles and
rulers, and said to them, “Each of you is exacting usury from his brother.” So I called a great
assembly against them. 8 And I said to them, “According to our ability we have redeemed
our Jewish brethren who were sold to the nations. Now indeed, will you even sell your
brethren? Or should they be sold to us?” Then they were silenced and found nothing to say.
9 Then I said, “What you are doing is not good. Should you not walk in the fear of our God
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because of the reproach of the nations, our enemies? 10 I also, with my brethren and my
servants, am lending them money and grain. Please, let us stop this usury! 11 Restore now
to them, even this day, their lands, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their houses, also
a hundredth of the money and the grain, the new wine and the oil, that you have charged
them.” 12 So they said, “We will restore it, and will require nothing from them; we will do
as you say.” Then I called the priests, and required an oath from them that they would do
according to this promise. 13 Then I shook out the fold of my garment and said, “So may
God shake out each man from his house, and from his property, who does not perform this
promise. Even thus may he be shaken out and emptied.” And all the assembly said, “Amen!”
and praised the Lord. Then the people did according to this promise.

C. For Us it is exactly the same:
1. Faith – it takes faith to persevere!! – (James 1:2-5; 1 Pet 1:3-9)

a. James 1:2-5 (NKJV) - 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him.

b. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8
whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice
with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of
your souls.

2. Attitude – desire, learning, zeal, gratitude - (Tit 2:14).
a. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) - 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every

lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
3. Overcome – there will be opposition, problems, beliefs, obstacles, things that will discourage us

that must be overcome - (Acts 14:22 NKJV) - 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples,
exhorting them to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter
the kingdom of God.”
a. An Understanding of The Seriousness of Our Work -
b. Gratitude For The Privilege Of Our Work...
c. Eagerness & Enthusiasm, 
d. Industriousness, Diligence, Energy...
e. Initiative...
f. Positiveness...
g. Persistence...

VI. Do I have reverence and respect for God and His Word?
A. We have talked at length about this is previous lessons this year.
B. Unity – Gathered together as one man to hear God’s word – (Neh 8:1)

1. Reverence – The people listened attentively, (8:3) Stood when the book was opened, (8:5)
Worshiped, (8:6).
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2. God’s word read, explained and obeyed – read and gave the sense – (8:7,8,14-18; 9-13)
C. For Us today....

1.  Unity – in desire to hear, understand and obey the word of God – (Psa 133:1; John 17:20; Phil.
1:27; Eph 4:1-16; 1 Cor 1:10.11)
a. Psalm 133:1 (NKJV) - 1 A Song of Ascents. Of David. Behold, how good and how pleasant

it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!
b. John 17:20 (NKJV) - 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe

in Me through their word;
c. Philippians 1:27 (NKJV) - 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that

whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in
one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel,

d. Ephesians 4:1-16 (NKJV) - 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthy of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope
of your calling; 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all. 7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the
measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity
captive, And gave gifts to men.” 9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that
He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the
One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) 11 And He
Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine,
by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15 but, speaking the
truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ— 16 from whom
the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the
edifying of itself in love.

1

2. Reverence – Do we show proper reverence for God?
3. God’s word read, explained and obeyed – preachers & teachers must be clear – all must obey!

VII. In Conclusion
A. Do We Sincerely CARE About God’s Will And His People?
B. Are We Willing To Honestly Examine Ourselves & Situation?
C. Will We Be Cooperative With God & Others?
D. Are We Persistent & Diligent in Overcoming Obstacles?
E. Do You Show Proper Reverence For God & His Word In Attendance, Attention & Attitude?

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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