
THE  MOST  HATED  THING  IN  THE  WORLD
John 3:18-21

Introduction:
A. If I asked you this question :What would you say is the most hated thing in the world?

1. Would you say Christians, guns, violence, republicans (in the USA)....what would your answer
be?
a. It may seem strange to some, but the most hated thing in the world is THE WORD OF

GOD and the truth it represents.
(1) (John 3:19-20)..."And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world,

and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. (20) "For
everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds
should be exposed.

(2)  Our Lord came into the world to convict the world of sin, and save the sinner. He told
His disciples, “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If
you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the
world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you” (John 15:18-19).

(3) “He who hates Me hates my Father also” (vs. 23), and, “But this happened that the word
might be fulfilled which is written in their law, ‘They hated Me without a cause’” (vs.
25).
(a) So, why does said hatred exist? Jesus reveals this as well. “For everyone practicing

evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed”
(John 3:20). 

B. Jeremiah told of conditions in his day:
1. Jeremiah 5:31 ...the prophets prophesy falsely, and the priests rule by their {own} power; and

My people love {to have it} so.  But what will you do in the end? 
C. Isaiah told of his generation:

1. (Isaiah 30:9-10)....that this {is} a rebellious people, lying children, children {who} will not hear
the law of the Lord; (10) Who say to the seers, "Do not see," and to the prophets, "Do not
prophesy to us right things; speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits. 

D. Ahab, king of Israel, said of Micaiah the prophet...
1. 2Chronicles 18:7 ....So the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, "{There is} still one man by

whom we may inquire of the Lord; but I hate him, because he never prophesies good concerning
me, but always evil. He {is} Micaiah the son of Imla." And Jehoshaphat said, "Let not the king
say such things!" 

E. The attitude of many is revealed in :
1. Acts 7:57 ....Then they cried out with a loud voice, stopped their ears, and ran at him with one

accord; 
F. People through the ages have hated the TRUTH!  Not only atheists, but religious people as well!

1. The history of the ``Dark Ages'',  the inquisition, reformation...all show the hate men have had
for God's word.

2. Why would anyone HATE God's Word?
3. What is there about the Word of God that would cause anyone to hate it?

II. THE  WORD  OF  GOD  DESTROYS  THOSE  WHO OPPOSE  IT.
A. Matt. 24:35  Jesus promised, Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will

by no means pass away. 
B. Many people have tried to destroy the Word of God.
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1. Voltaire, famous atheist, bragged that within 30yrs the Bible would be forgotten and he would
be remembered as the one who destroyed it.

2. Jezebel ``cut off'' the prophets I Kings 18:4 and sought to kill Elijah I Kings 19:2.
a. (2Kings 9:36-37)...Therefore they came back and told him. And he said, "This {is} the word

of the Lord, which He spoke by His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, `On the plot {of
ground} at Jezreel dogs shall eat the flesh of Jezebel; (37) `and the corpse of Jezebel shall
be as refuse on the surface of the field, in the plot at Jezreel, so that they shall not say, "Here
{lies} Jezebel."'" 

3. Jonah ran away from God's word but was swallowed by a ``great fish'' Jonah 1:17.
C. You can't oppose the Word of God and get away with it!  

1. 1Peter 1:25 ...but the word of the Lord endures forever." Now this is the word which by the
gospel was preached to you. 

III. THE  WORD  OF  GOD  SHOWS  US  WHAT  WE  REALLY ARE.
A. The Bible is a searchlight.  It reveals the dark secrets of the soul.

1. Hebrews 4:12 .... For the word of God {is} living and powerful, and sharper than any two edged
sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
a. John 3:20 ....."For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light,

lest his deeds should be exposed. 
B. The Word of God is life's mirror and we can see revealed what we really are.

1. Selfish or thief, fornicator or adulterer, hatred or envy, proud or backbiter.
2. Acts 2:37 .... Now when they heard {this}, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the

rest of the apostles, “Men {and} brethren, what shall we do?" 
3. Acts 7:54 .... When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him

with {their} teeth. 
C. The Bible will ``shine'' in every way in my life so that I can see myself and improve.

1. (James 1:21-25).....Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive
with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. (22) But be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. (23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and
not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror; (24) for he observes himself,
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was. (25) But he who looks into the
perfect law of liberty and continues {in it}, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work,
this one will be blessed in what he does. 

2. The WORD reveals who WE ARE but also reveals who we SHOULD BE.

IV. THE  WORD  OF  GOD  DEMANDS  THAT  WE  CHANGE.
A. No one likes change.  We like to keep things the way they are: home, work, community.

1. The Bible demands WE CHANGE!
a. Romans 3:10 As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 
b. Romans 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
c. Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated you from your God; and your sins have

hidden {His} face from you, so that He will not hear. 
2. The Bible demands we LEAVE SIN!

a. Jesus came to save people FROM their sins.
(1) Matthew 1:21 "And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for

He will save His people from their sins." 
b. Luke 13:3 "I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish. 
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c. John 3:5 Jesus answered, "Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 

d. Ezekiel 18:21 "But if a wicked man turns from all his sins which he has committed, keeps
all My statutes, and does what is lawful and right, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 

B. Jesus did not go to Calvary so that we could live as we wanted.  He died so we could live unto him.
1. (2Corinthians 5:14-15).... For the love of Christ constrains us, because we judge thus: that if

One died for all, then all died; (15) and He died for all, that those who live should live no longer
for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.  

2. 2Corinthians 5:16 ..... Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even
though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know {Him thus} no longer. 

V. THE  WORD  OF  GOD  TELLS  US  WHAT  TO  DO.
A. The Bible doesn't simply ADVISE, ``This may be the best way for you.''  It COMMANDS!

1. No one likes to be told what to do!
2. Psychologists contend it's bad to ``make'' children do something, they say we ought to

``persuade'' them instead.
B. The Bible does not try to talk us into a course of action, it demands it!

1. John 8:24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that
I am {He}, you will die in your sins." 

2. Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

C. Many hate the light because it tells us what we MUST do.

VI. THE  WORD  OF  GOD  WILL  JUDGE  US  ALL.
A. No one likes to be judged.  BUT, the Bible reveals the certainty of judgment.

1. Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. 

2. Hebrews 9:27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, 
B. There will be a separation in judgment.

1. Matt 25:31-46   sheep & goats,  right hand & left, everlasting life & everlasting punishment
2. Matt 13:41-43   parable of tares
3. Matthew 13:49 "So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come forth, separate the

wicked from among the just, 
C. God's WORD is the authority, the sole authority, it is the STANDARD by which we will be judged.

1. John 12:48 "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him -
the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 

VII. CONCLUSION:
A. John 3:19-20
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