
What Modern Day Idolatry Looks Like - Romans 1:18-25
Intro:

A. On may have seen the title of this sermon and thought because of the timing that this has to do with
“Christmas” - actually it has nothing to do with the present day celebrations that are taking place -
but does have to do with the condition and mind set of society today in general.

B. Idolatry is a major theme throughout the Bible - with over 30 Pagan/false gods mentioned in the
bible we can see that man has always had a hard time worshiping something “he/she can’t see”.
1. Thus idols, formed and shaped into the figment of man’s imagination and creativity became the

objects of worship.
2. What then actually is Idolatry that is seen today - for certainly for most religious folks there are

no carved or engraved idols present in their homes!
C. Simply put - “Idolatry is the dethroning of the One True God in our heart & replacing Him with

ANYTHING or ANYONE else”
1. Material images are not necessary for one to practice idolatry.
2. Anything competing in our hearts with God when it comes to our trust, dependance, affection

& love - Matthew 6:19-24 (NKJV) - 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is
that darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon. ---- Colossians 3:5 (NKJV) - 5 Therefore put to death your members which are on the
earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry. ----is
idolatry.
a. Money
b. Power,
c. Status
d. Physical Appearance
e. Pleasure
f. Leisure
g. Social change
h. And even Religion.

D. Paul writes to the Romans in Romans 1:18-25 with regards to this very fact:
1. Romans 1:18–25 (NKJV) - 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because
what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
a.  20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being

understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God,
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.

b. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and
creeping things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their
hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 

c. 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
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d. What is seen in this last verse is:
(1) Disobedience
(2) Ignorance
(3) More Disobedience
(4) Ungrateful
(5) Pride
(6) Materialistic

e. False religion/ False Christianity is Idolatry
(1) Much of what is commonly called “Christianity” in our culture is not only very dissimilar

to biblical Christianity, but is actually a form of idolatry.
E. 2 Corinthians 11:3–4 (NKJV) - 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his

craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 4 For if he who
comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which
you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with
it!
1. We must be mindful and aware of the deceptions of our enemy.

II. WHEN GOD IS VIEWED AS A MEANS TO AN END:
A. In times of Old - those who worshiped Idols looked to them in such manner - An idolatrous god is

simply a means to an end.
1. The ancients would :

a. Worship a fertility goddess in order to be fertile. 
b. Make sacrifices to the god of war in order to have victory on the battlefield.
c. Try to please the god of the seas in order to ensure a safe voyage.

B. Many Think of God as the means to their end today:
1. Worshiping & serving Him in order to get the things we want - (“health & wealth” / “happiness”

/ “financial stability & security” / physical well being” - Col 3:1-5
a. Colossians 3:1-5 (NKJV) - 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which

are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth. 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When
Christ who is our life appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory. 5 Therefore put
to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire,
and covetousness, which is idolatry.

2. Many worship God because they think He will provide the stuff they want, now and for eternity.
C. If you are merely seeking things God can give you, & not God Himself, then you don’t understand

the God of the Bible (Acts 17:27).
1. Acts 17:27 (NKJV) - 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for

Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;
2. The blessings emphasized for the Christian are spiritual, which all flow from being reconciled

with God in Christ - (2 Cor 5:1-21; Heb 11:6,13-16; Eph 1:3-16)
a. 2 Corinthians 5:1-21 (NKJV) - 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our habitation which
is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found naked. 4 For we who
are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further
clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this
very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So we are always
confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For
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we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from
the body and to be present with the Lord. 9 Therefore we make it our aim, whether present
or absent, to be well pleasing to Him. 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad. 11 Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but
we are well known to God, and I also trust are well known in your consciences. 12 For we
do not commend ourselves again to you, but give you opportunity to boast on our behalf, that
you may have an answer for those who boast in appearance and not in heart. 13 For if we are
beside ourselves, it is for God; or if we are of sound mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of
Christ compels us, because we judge thus: that if One died for all, then all died; 15 and He
died for all, that those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died
for them and rose again. 16 Therefore, from now on, we regard no one according to the flesh.
Even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him thus no
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed
away; behold, all things have become new. 18 Now all things are of God, who has reconciled
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 19 that
is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to
them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 20 Now then, we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be
reconciled to God. 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

b. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) - 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

c. Hebrews 11:13-16 (NKJV) - 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly
that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which
they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a
better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
He has prepared a city for them.

d. Ephesians 1:3-16 (NKJV) - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He
chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will, 6 to the praise of the glory of His grace,
by which He made us accepted in the Beloved. 7 In Him we have redemption through His
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 8 which He made to
abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence, 9 having made known to us the mystery of
His will, according to His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself, 10 that in the
dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. 11 In Him also we have obtained
an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things
according to the counsel of His will, 12 that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the
praise of His glory. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory. 15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the
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Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making
mention of you in my prayers:

III. When a Personal God becomes a PERSONALIZED GOD
A. An idol is a personalized god-  personalized to whatever the idol-worshiper wants it to be.

1. Many have made for themselves a god that accepts them in their sin - it thinks like they do - it
does what they want - Rom 1:23; Is 55:6-9
a. Romans 1:23 (NKJV) - 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image

made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
b. Isaiah 55:6-9 (NKJV) - 6 Seek the Lord while He may be found, Call upon Him while He

is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him
return to the Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly
pardon. 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the
Lord. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts.

2. It is common, after teaching someone about the true & living God, for them to say … “Well, I
just don’t believe in a God like that.”

B. What must be understood is:
1. God is God and we are not. - Rom 1:20,21; Acts 17:30; Prov 1:7; 15:33; 1 Cor 2:16; Job 40:2;

Rom 11:34
a. Romans 1:20 (NKJV) - 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are

clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and
Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
(1) Romans 1:21 (NKJV) - 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him

as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened.

b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) - 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,

c. Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) - 7 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, But fools
despise wisdom and instruction.

d. Proverbs 15:33 (NKJV) - 33 The fear of the Lord is the instruction of wisdom, And before
honor is humility.

e. 1 Corinthians 2:16 (NKJV) - 16 For “who has known the mind of the Lord that he may
instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

f. Job 40:2 (NKJV) - 2 “Shall the one who contends with the Almighty correct Him? He who
rebukes God, let him answer it.”

g. Romans 11:34 (NKJV) - 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has become
His counselor?”

2. God is personal & cannot be worshiped vicariously. - Rom 1:23; Acts 17:30; Jn 4:24
a. Romans 1:23 (NKJV) - 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image

made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) - 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
c. John 4:24 (NKJV) - 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
1

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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3. We MUST be conformed to His image - there is NO OTHER WAY! - Rom 1:24,25, … 18;
12:1,2; Eph 5:1; Rom 6:16-18
a. Romans 1:24 (NKJV) - 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of

their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,
(1) Romans 1:25 (NKJV) - 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
(2) Romans 1:18 (NKJV) - 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all

ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
b. Romans 12:1 (NKJV) - 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
service.
(1) Romans 12:2 (NKJV) - 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God.

c. Ephesians 5:1 (NKJV) - 1 Therefore be imitators of God as dear children.
d. Romans 6:16-18 (NKJV) - 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves

to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of
obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of
sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And
having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

IV. THE DEMANDS THAT OUR TEACHINGS BE OUR “SOOTHSAYER”
A. A prophet or soothsayer of an idolatrous god told people whatever they wanted to hear.

1. He would throw bones on the ground, pull the insides out of an animal, read a palm, or gaze into
a crystal ball and say, “The gods are pleased with you and they say you will have a bountiful
harvest this season.” - 1 Kings 22:18 (NKJV) - 18 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat,
“Did I not tell you he would not prophesy good concerning me, but evil?”

2. Now note these passages of Scriptures:
a. Rom 1:18 - - - who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
b. Rom 1:25 - - - who exchanged the truth of God for the lie
c. Rom 1:28 - - - they did not like to retain God in their knowledge,
d. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 (NKJV) - 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned
aside to fables.

B. There were many false prophets in Old Testament times & the apostles warned us there would be
false teachers wearing the name of Christ: 2 Pet 2:1; Jude 1:3-4; 2 Cor 11:13-15
1. 2 Peter 2:1 (NKJV) - 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will

be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

2. Jude 3-2:4 (NKJV) - 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the
faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed,
who long ago were marked out for this condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our
God into lewdness and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ. 5 But I want to remind
you, though you once knew this, that the Lord, having saved the people out of the land of Egypt,
afterward destroyed those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who did not keep their proper
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains under darkness for the
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judgment of the great day; 7 as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around them in a similar
manner to these, having given themselves over to sexual immorality and gone after strange flesh,
are set forth as an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire. 8 Likewise also these
dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9 Yet Michael the
archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of Moses, dared not
bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But these speak evil
of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts, in these
things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of Cain, have
run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah. 12 These
are spots in your love feasts, while they feast with you without fear, serving only themselves.
They are clouds without water, carried about by the winds; late autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, pulled up by the roots; 13 raging waves of the sea, foaming up their own shame; wandering
stars for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever. 14 Now Enoch, the seventh from
Adam, prophesied about these men also, saying, “Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of
His saints, 15 to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them of all their
ungodly deeds which they have committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” 16 These are grumblers, complainers, walking
according to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling words, flattering people to gain
advantage. 17 But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles
of our Lord Jesus Christ: 18 how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who
would walk according to their own ungodly lusts. 19 These are sensual persons, who cause
divisions, not having the Spirit. 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy
faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life. 22 And on some have compassion, making a
distinction; 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the garment
defiled by the flesh. 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, And to present you
faultless Before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, 25 To God our Savior, Who alone
is wise, Be glory and majesty, Dominion and power, Both now and forever. Amen.

3. 2 Corinthians 11:13-15 (NKJV) - 13 For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into apostles of Christ. 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into
an angel of light. 15 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also transform themselves into
ministers of righteousness, whose end will be according to their works.

C. We can be our own “soothsayer!” - 1 Cor 15:33; Gal 6:7-9; 1 John 1:8; 2:3-6; 3:7
a. 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) - 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.”
b. Galatians 6:7-9 (NKJV) - 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man

sows, that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption,
but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow
weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

c. 1 John 1:8 (NKJV) - 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is
not in us.

d. 1 John 2:3-6 (NKJV) - 3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. 4 He who says, “I know Him,” and does not keep His commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is
perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked.

e. 1 John 3:7 (NKJV) - 7 Little children, let no one deceive you. He who practices
righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.

D. We can even use the Bible in a way that supports our self deception - 2 Tim 2:15; Gal 1:6-9; 2 Pet
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3:16,17
a. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) - 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
b. Galatians 1:6-9 (NKJV) - 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who called

you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some
who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

c. 2 Peter 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 as also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in
which are some things hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their
own destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures.
(1) 2 Peter 3:17 (NKJV) - 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand,

beware lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of
the wicked;

V. In Conclusion: 
A. The reality of Idolatry is ever present today - Romans 1:25 still takes place today - is ever present

in:
1. Disobedience
2. Ignorance
3. More Disobedience
4. Ungrateful
5. Pride
6. Materialistic

B. Looking to God as a means to an end
1. Exchanging the Personal God into a Personalized God
2. And Demanding our teaches become our modern day soothsayers.

C. Is there anything competing in your heart with God when it comes to your trust, affections & love?
- Mat 6:19-24; Col 3:5

D. Let us seek God for WHO HE IS & WHAT HE HAS DONE - Rom 1:20; John 3:16
1. Romans 1:20 (NKJV) - 20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly

seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that
they are without excuse,
a. John 3:16 (NKJV) - 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that

whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
2. Let GOD BE GOD - accept Him as He is and Conform to His Will in all things - Acts 17:30-31

a. Acts 17:30-31 (NKJV) - 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has appointed a day on which He
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given
assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

3. Receive GOD’S WORD, as it is - OBEY it as IT IS - James 1:21 ; 1 Peter 1:22-23; John 12:48
a. James 1:21 (NKJV) - 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
b. 1 Peter 1:22-23 (NKJV) - 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23
having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever,

Page 7 of  8



c. John 12:48 (NKJV) - 48 He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which
judges him— the word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day.

E. Free yourself from Modern day Idolatry!
1. 2 Cor 10:14-11:4 (NKJV) - 14 For we are not overextending ourselves (as though our authority

did not extend to you), for it was to you that we came with the gospel of Christ; 15 not boasting
of things beyond measure, that is, in other men’s labors, but having hope, that as your faith is
increased, we shall be greatly enlarged by you in our sphere, 16 to preach the gospel in the
regions beyond you, and not to boast in another man’s sphere of accomplishment. 17 But “he
who glories, let him glory in the Lord.” 18 For not he who commends himself is approved, but
whom the Lord commends. 1 Oh, that you would bear with me in a little folly—and indeed you
do bear with me. 2 For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I have betrothed you to one
husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ. 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the
serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that
is in Christ. 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we have not preached, or if you
receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted—you may well put up with it!

1
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